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1842 - 1967 
Grin Cofunship and Erin Village 











HISTORY OF PRIN TOWNSHIP 


PREFACE 


‘The Township of Erin is situated in the north-eastern part of the County 
‘of Wellington. Erin was named by the surveyors for Ireland because it as 
surveyed immediately after Albion, named for England: and Caledon, named for 
Scotland. The Township contains seventy thousand, four hundred acres of roling 
Jand, with hills and dates nd numerous creeks of pure spring water, It iy the 
source of the west branch of the Credit River which empties intd Lake Ontario, 
also the source of the Eramosa River which i a tibutary of the Grand River 
Which empies into Lake Brie. The survey of the south half of the Towathip 
took place in 1819 and the north half in 1820. The first settler came in 1820, 
and rang the death Knell of the forest, and virgin soil as turned 


In the fall of 1841 the Governor-General of Canada issued a proclamation 
to provide for government of the Disirit of Wellington, which was formed 
as a part of Upper Canada: thence on the 8th day of February 1842 the 
Township of Erin was represented by George Henshaw at the Court House in 
Guelph, and on the 15th day of May 1882 the representatives met again in 
Guefph, and had final approval to set and transact business. The Township 
‘was under the District of Wellington until 1850: In 1850 and 1851 if was named 
the Waterloo County Counei in 1852 it was changed to the Council of the 
United Counties of Wellington, Waterloo and Grey, and in 1854 the County of 
Wellington was founded aad it included the Town of Guciph 


‘The Village of Frin was a part of the Township until the your 1880, and 
at that time i was incorporated and formed its own Council and as represented 
we Wellington County Council 


Many changes have taken place during the past one hundeed years or more 
‘The trails of the forest have. been replaced hy paved highways and gravel 
roads. The log eabine have been replaced with fine homes, the farms have 
large baens with towering silos, new centralized schools have boon bull, and 
community buildings have appeared for the enjosment of young and old alike, 
‘making Ein one of the modern communities of this modeen world 


A WORD OF THANKS 


We the Committee, would lke to thank all those who provided 
pictunes, information, and time to Help us compile thia history book. We 
hope you will forgive any errors or omissions. 
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TOWNSHIP HISTORY 
In the beginning the Municipalities wore represented by Councilors, 
later by a Reeve, Int Depnty-Reeve and 2nd Depaty-Reeve. Then in 1897 the 
County of Wellington was divided into Divisions. rin Township, Erin Village 
land Eramosa Township wore named the Second County Council Division 
Esch Division was to be represented by two members who would hold office 
for 8 term of (wo Yeats. 





1897 — 1902 Robert Lang 
1903 — 1906 Alex MeKinnon 





In 1907 it was decreed that the Municipality be represented on County 
CCounel by the Reeve of such Towaship or Village, and also by a Depuly — 
Reeve if more than 1,000 names were on the last revised vote’ list 





Erin Township Reeves who became Warden of Wellington County 


1907 Alexandee McKinnon 
1952 James Millay 
1927 D. 3. Sinclair 

1938 John Meee 

1951 Goldwin Boxe 

1961 George C. Wallace 


COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ERIN 1867 ‘ 


Reeve: Georte Martin, 
Deputy Reeves William Cornock 
Councillors: John Rey, Neil McKinnon, Charles MeMilan 

‘CLERKS OF ERN TOWNSHIP 
1855 — 1869: William Tyler 
1870 — 1873; Charles Ferguson. 
1814 — 1978: William ‘Tyler 
1879 — 188K: Records missing. 
1889 — 1911: Thomas Young. | 
1912 — 1918; Poter MeLaren 
1915 — April 1926: Sarnuel Huxley. 
1926 — May and Jane: Waller N. Huxley ( 
1926 — July to May 1982: James Milley 
1932 — June to Dec: Atchie Milly. 
1933 — May 1943; James McKinnon. 
1943 — May to Dec: John McFee. 
1944 — 1957: George Bey. 
1958 — to Sept, 1961: George T. Lacey 
1961 — Oct, to Dec Bert ery. 
1962 — 1967: Elmer MeKinnon 

TREASURERS OF ERIN TOWNSHIP 
Tn the early years @ Treasurer was appointed from the members of 

‘oul by the Counc 
1455 — Charles MeMilan 
1867 — Ton Burt 
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1885 — George Whesier 
1923 — Dan Gray 
1986 — ert Beery 


county 


1842 
1883 
184 
sar 
eas 
1850 
ssi 
1856 
us7 
1858 
1861 
1862 
1863, 
1864 
1865 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
ie 
1474 
1876 
1377 


178 
1879 
1880 





REPRESENTATIVES FROM ERIN TOWNSHIP 


George Henshaw 
Peter MeGill, George Henshaw 


Daniel Mei 


‘Thomas. Thompson 


lan, ‘Thomas ‘Thompson 
George Hens 


George Henshaw, William Clavke 
Wilt Clarks, George Henshaw 


1 Mei 


Wiliam Ever 
Peter MG 


George Martin, 


Donald. Melean, 
Charles MeMil 
Georwe Henshaw. 
Robert L. Campbell 

James Lee 

‘William Everdale, 


dale, Willa Coenock 
I, i 





Willi Comock 


Wiliam Comock, Duncan McMillan 


uncon MeN 


ian, Edward Jobason 


Charles Mei, 

Edwatd Johnion 

>John Berry. 
William Tester 


Joho W, Butt, Charles McMillan 


JW. Burt 


(C. MeMillan 
(RH, Reid, 
Charles MeMillan, Robert A. Reid 








1881 
1982 
1883 
8s 
ss 
1886 
M87 
199 
1850 
91 
res2 
1994 
95 
1897 
1998 
1899 
1900 
01 
903 
1908 
905 
1906 
1909 
1910 
mn 
1912 
on 
iia 
1916 
wir 
on 
1919 
10 
21 
bm 
1925 
1926 
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an * —Lachtin Cori 
hoe om James Kirkwood, 
James Kirkwood, G. Robinson 


James Kickwood, Robert A. Reid, George Robinson 
Henry Dunbar,” 
Thomas Tolton, George Robinson. 


"Robert Lang, Henry Dunbar, i 
Robert Lang, George Robinson, Peter: McGill 
. Robert AL Reid | 
John att - | 
* © “Archibald ‘Currie, Robert A. Reid 
John Dui, Archibald: McLachlan, 


Archibald McLachlan, George Beer, Thomas Dearing. 


Jota Dutt 
» Joha, Wilson. 
Alexander: McKinnon. 

‘Andrew 1 Lindsay 5 


Thomas Beating 


Alexander McKinnon, A, B. Murray 
Alexander Mekinnon, Edward Marshal | 
Joh W. Sutton, E. T. Barbour. 

Andsew MeKechnic- 
pian T, Barbour 
Atexander MeKinnon, Ephriam T. Batbour 

se Wesley Jessop. 


Deceased Edward. Marshal, 





Bhenezer Beswick 


James Milly. 
James Miloy, Wesley Jessop. 
RW. Tarmest 


Joseph Benham, 





Joseph Benham, Davi I. Sinai, 
RW. Tarzwell, David J. Silat 
D. J. Sinclsit, George Bryan 
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1928 D. J. Sinelae, James MeKinnon, 
1929 James MeKinnon, Henry Wheeler. 
130 * ae: 
ii + 

1932 Henry Wheeler, John. MeFee 
mos 

a) . ” 

1936. John MeFee, Neit E. McKinnon, 
1937 

1938 4 
939 Nell McKinnon, Henry Wheelet. 
m0 > Bagar Huxley. 


14 > 
ror 
1944 Edgar Huxley, Arthur Swackhamser 
1945 
1946 Arthur Swackhamer, Gotdwin Bor, 
1948 Goldwin Hurt, George D. Scot 
19 

sn Albert Wheser: 





ps 
1952 Albert Whesler, Harold Griffin, 
1933 

1955 Harold L. Griffin, George C. Wallace 
1936 

pst 

1958 . 

1939 George Wallace, R. Melwood Barden, 
wt 

1962 RM. Barden, Robert A, Rowan 
1965 “om 
1966 RM. Barden, Alex Taekson 
1967 Alex Jackson, Stanley Fuller 





1m Canada Centennil year John Root will complete 16 years of continued 
service in the Ontario Legsatre 
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In 1951 ohn was ested (0 represent the riding of the Wellington 
atferin and on December 22, 1958 was appointed a4 minster without 
portfolio in the cabinet of Leslie Frost 


When Premier John Roberts formed his Government ia 1961 he invited 
Mr. Root to serve on the Ontario Waler Resources Commission where he 
row serves as vice-chairman, He is a decendant of a Mennonite Miniser, the 
fifth generation of Roots in Ontario and the fouth to farm in Frin Twp. After 
tight years he was elected. Conservative candidate in Wellington North riding 
find broke the Grit monopoly. His campaigning perseverance was encouraged by 
he Inte Col, Tom Kennedy, a farm member who served as minister of 
fgricultire under four premiers and was a premier himself. He as served 
{president of the Baptist Convention of Ontario, and Quebec, being chosen 
{fo head the ehoreh body by delegates representing 52,000 Baptists. The Root 
were among the fist in the country 10 switch to power farm equipment, 
Conservation methods are followed, also his father's advice “to nourish the 
soil” with commercial fertlizrs, During his maiden speech in the Legislatore 
1952 he advocated setting up 4 ploncer village to preserve the story of 
Ontario's development. ‘The reaction to this suggestion among_hisiovical 
Soccties and Women's Tastutes was immediate snd enthusiastic. His speech is 
edited with sparking a rovival of public interest in provincial history. 





List of farms that were in the same family name singe 1867 according 
to Erin Township records, taken off 1867 assessment roll of Exin Twp. 
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INFORMATION FOR MAP 


Present Owner 


Harry P. Burt 
3.0. Rarnes 
William Delaney 
Renard Flaherty 
Donald Graham, 

S. E. Griffin & Son 
Melvin Harper 

Ross Huxley 
Wilians Boer 

Earl Jesiop & Son 
John P. Kirkwood 
Archie Kerr 

‘Andrew Lang 

Keith Leitch 

Gordon Leslie 
Donald Matheson 
Donald: MeMurchy 
Doulas Mekinnon 
Donald Meee 
Donald MeLean 
Archie MeDongs 

Harry MeKinsey 
Ronald McEachern 
Elmer MeKinnoa 
Malcolm Leitch 
Miss Margaret Nurse 
M,C. Node Estate 
Frank Root 

Root, Joh & Haines 
Arthur Rowan 

ert Wheeler 

David) Watson 
Andrew Youn 
Calvin” Aiken 
George Tarzvell, 
Truce Leiteh 

Rissell Sath 
George Halley & Son 
‘Alan Rowan, 


Bob McGill 


Bob Gillespie 
Chester Alan 





Assess 


Billsburgh, RR A 
Orton, RR 3 

Erin, RR 2 
Lambeth, 68 Dennis Ave, 
Erin, RR 1 

Acton, RR 2 
Hilsborgh, RR 2 
Oron, RR 3 
Terra Colts, RRL 
Orton, RR I 
Gieo Wiliams, RR 1 
‘Acton, RR? 
Hillsbureh, RR A 
Acton, RR 2 
Acton, RRS 
Hillsburgh, RR 1 
Hillburgh, RR 2 
Hillsburgh RR 
Hillsburgh, RR 2 
‘Acton, RR 2 
Hillsburgh, RR 2 
Brin, RRL 

Terra Cotta, RR 1 
Hillsbusgh, RR 1 
Hillbuegh, RR 2 
Guehgh 

Hillebaret 

Erin, RR 2 

Orton, RR 
alton, RR 
Orton, RR 3 
Hillsburgh, RRA 
Aton, RRL 

Erin, RRL 

Acton, RR 3 
Hillsburgh, R 2 
Acion, 2 
‘Acton, R 3 
Rockwood, R 4 
Onion, RI 

Orton RRS 

Brin, RR 2 
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SCHOOLS 
S. S.No. 1 
The former school section No was in the east corser of Ftin Township 
The school bulling was on Lat 6 Cos. 10 on five sieroad at the tenth Tne 
[At one time, there was @ small setlement on this corner which the pioneers 
Called. "Plogiown". This settment was composed of school, blacksmith 
Shop, cheese factory, dance hall, two houses and a burying ground 


The fist school was a Jog school on the west corner of Lot $ Con. 11 
LW. and is understood to be the fist school in the Township. The second 
schoo! was built on the oppeste comer of five sideroad and the ten Tine 
fn ihe east corner of Lot 6 Con. 10 and is where the school has been down 
through the years. This stone schoot was to the west of the most recent school 
building. ‘The thfd schoo! was a brick one built in 1885, This building. was 
toured in January of 1934 snd with it went all the early records of this scoot 
section, The new brick school war built the same year, and sit stands today, 
but as a lovely cottage ype home. In 1947, SS, No. 1 joined the Erin 
‘Towaship Schoo! Area No, I, and the SS. No, 1 school was closed in June 
of 1964. A central school was built at Brisbane and in Septemiter of 1964 the 
the pops were taken to the Brisbane Public School by bus. The SS. No. 1 
building was vacant ntl August of 1965 sehen the School Hoard solid it by 
ction {0 Mr. and Mrs, Samuel Keox who have remodelled i for a home 





“The teachers listed here below are from memory because the School 
revoras were boomed in 1934 


1931-1936. Miss Mae Bawards 
Peter Reid Mins Marjory Caldwell 
Daniel L, MeLesn Miss Dorothy Cranston 
Dougal Campbell Miss Myre _Hisey 
Alex Fowlie Miss Berths, Nesbit 
Joseph Wilkinson 1934 - Miss Phylis Bainbridge 

1890 - Mise Sarah McCallum ‘Miss Grace Dampier 
‘Miss Jean Martin Miss Jean Young 
Mr, D. HL Pinkney Miss tly MeAnhor 
Mr, Jack MoPadgen Miss Kathleen Lyons 
Mr. William MeLeas ‘Miss Marion McKinnon 
Mins Belin MeKechnie Mrs. Mary Graham 
Miss Jessie Smith Mrs. Vida Scot 
Miss Margaret Thompson 1952 - 1983 = 
Miss Jessie Rodgers Miss June Holmes 
Miss Lavra Morton Miss Yvonne Hilson 
‘Mise Vida Rundell Me Keith McLaren 
Miss Hazel Hurbart ‘Miss Christine Fuller 
Miss Mamie Campbell Mrs. Clarence Denay 
Miss Jessie Leitch ‘Ms Marion Thompson 

1920 - Mise Margaret Dovelas Mr. Lake Jansen 
‘Miss Hazel Early Mr. allan Morgan 
Mr. George MeKay 1962 1968 - 

Mins entice Peden Miss Kay Douglas 











S. S.No. 1, 1934-1964 


The blacksmith shop was on the west corner and was owned by Pelee 


Ferguson, who later moved to Bllinfad 

“There were wo houses, one was where Alexander MeLachlan, known, 
fas *Poot McLachlan” lived. On the barn where Jobn Jackson now lives, 
there was & verse composed by "Poet McLachlan” — 


“When. thie barn is well filed 
All safe and secure, 
Be thankful 19 God 
‘And remember the poor” 
1 was carved in stone and had a sheaf of grain at each sie, and was up 
foyer the harm door. Mr. Drenters of the Rockwood Academy bought and 
femoved this pce of workmanship in 1966 to preserve this with his other 
historical things. 





‘There was also a small McLachlan burying ground on Lot 6 Con. 10. 
Years ago some of the Melachlan relatives from the United States came 
and took some of the slones away. 





“The dance hall was on the south corner of Lot § Con. 10. 

(On Lot 4 Con. 9 E, Mrs, James Youns, the former Agnes Smith, lived 

to bor 107th year. She was bom on Seplember 1, 1832, and died on April 13, 

1939, Her davghier, Barbara, in her 80th year, died at the same time, and 
a0 
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8 double funeral was bel 


There im cemetery on the east corner of Lot 1, Con, 9. This was known 
as the Province Chapel Burying Ground, as stated‘ia the only book, dated 
1887, known about this cemetery. There was a chapel in the east comer with 
burying ground around il. The iron gate was hand made by blacksmith Dan 
Reid. On the earliest stones to be found there ate — 





Sarah, a cild of Patrick and Sarah MeEnery, 1832 

Erected by Arthur Lynden, in-memory of wife, Jane, 
died Nov. 22, 1843, aged 36, Lived a faithful member 
fof the W. M. Church 

Wiliam Anthoay, son of Charles and Mary Anthooy, 
ied Sept. 22, 1844, aged 27, 





‘The two most secent burials were for Annie Cole who died in 1955, 
land for Katherine (Kate) MoKay who died in 1962. It is interesting to 
note that Wiliam and Elizabeth (Yeman) McEnery and seven daughters and 
‘0 infant sons are all busied in the west corner of the Province Cemetery — 
fone daughter died young, two were MeLeans, two were Binnies, one a Cole 
fond one a Sinclair. 








There are three Century forms in this comer of the Township, ‘The 
Century Farm signs were etected by the Junior Farmers in 1966, The Kirkwood 
farm on the tenth fine, Lot 3 Con. 11 W. is a Century Far. The Crown 
Deed wis fo Tusdevick Wideman, March 12, 1824; Wideman to John area, 
June 17,1428; Hargor to. William Kirkwood who came from Scotland. in 
1831; Wm. Kirkwood Sr. to Wm. Kirkwood Jr, 1844; Wn, Kitkvood, Jr 
to Robert Kirkwood, 1867; Robert Kirkwood to Joba P. Kirkwood,” the 
present owner in 1909, 





THE BEDR CENTURY FARM 


‘The Beer farm on the Erin — Caledon Town Line, Lot 8 Con. 11 B. 

js aio a Century Farm, ‘The Crown Deed was to Wiliant Boer who came 

from England about 1852, He pased the farm (0 hit son, William, who in 

fra. passed it to his son, Willam, who is n0W the owner and the third 
sation of Wr, Beer of this frm. 





{TH MeLRAN CENTURY FARM 


‘The third Century Farm is the McLean farm on the ninth fine. Lot $ 
Con. I W. Donald McLean came from Seatland"in 1835 and in 1838, he 
{fo this land from the crows, He passed the farm to his son Archibald D. 
1857; Archibald D, to his son Joho, is 1908; John, 10 his son, Wiliam 
‘Ae the present owner ia 1948. 

"The Pionccr Tndependent Gael preacher MeLean, used Donald MeLean's 


a 
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‘barn for Sunday services, until be secured other places to preach 

The McEachera form on Lot 6, Coa. 11 E. on the FrinCaledon town 
line, Donald McHachein came from Scotland about 1840 and bought this 
farm. Donule's son John then his son Donald had it for a few yeuts, About 
1907 Donald's first cousin Archibald boueht i, Archibal’s son Ronald the 
pesent owner bought it in 1935, 


THE THOMPSON €1 





ENTURY FARM 


‘The Thompson farm on Lot 6, Con. 9 E, ninth line. John MeLean came 
‘rom Scotland in 1834, In 1836 he took wp this 
son Archibald and then Archibald’s son Angus MeLean had it in tum 


wad from the crown, John's 





Jn 1925 a nephew Alexander Thompson bought i, This farm was sold in 
Fob, 1967 and is (now) being sub-divided 


Our present Reeve of Erin Township, 1967, is Alex Jackson, who resides 
‘nn Lot 3, Con. 10 Fin this setion, 





ORTON WAS LITTLE CHICAGO AT TIME OF FORMATION 


[At the beginning ofthe litle village on the townline between the third and 
‘ourth Concession of Erin and Kast Garafraxa. It was called Lite Chicago, 


The mame Orton drives from widely known De. Orton of Fergus. ‘The 


site was land which had been owned by John Gloves, who lived in a litle 
harness shop run by John Watson. 


Tint store was built by Willa Mooney, 10 feet by 12 fet, Orton's 
second store was built by Me. Cooper, and run by M'Kee Bros. ane of whom 
became the husband of Mise MKeshnie, fit school teacher, The Mee. sore 
ext owner was Mr. Wr, Shaw who Kept a well filed store from shoe laces 
to Men's and boys working clothes, shoes, dry goods, groceries. 

‘The first tain on the Credit Valley Railway was in Feb, 19, 1880 and 
went to Elora from Catarsc. This tran, vsed wood for ful, 


‘The Post Office was built in Mooneys sor, with Ben Mooney as Postmaster. 
“He was succeeded by T. M. Hayward in 1930, In 1890 the town hall was but 
Jn 1937 a separate Post Otfice was built as more room was requited for the 
sorting of Rural mail. Three routes going from Orton, 
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MAIL CARRIERS FROM ORTON FROM 1912 — 1967 | 





Mr. Thomas Dearing RRL Mr. Joba Locker 
Mr. George Watson Mr. Peter Watson 

Mr. G. Thompson Mr. Bert Weeks 

Mr. Orme. Brown Mr. Orme Brown 

Me, Hert Wesks Me Ed. Dearing RRS 
Mi Marvey. Morrison Mr. Ken, Neville 

Mr. Daniel Has RR2— Mr Les. Watson 

Mr. Wm. MeDonald Mrs, Norris White 


Henry Little built several log ouses at the start of Orton, Asx 
rain hovse was bull, 9 larger one wos provided by an Orangeville syndicate. 


‘A hotel building was erected under supervision of John Near and operated 
by Thomas Hodgins, 


Lorenzo Ward built @ harness shop in whose name it remained unt 
about 1923 or 1924, Later it was Raven's Blacksmith Shop. The building 
is now owned by Ernie Hall. There was a grain elevator, which later became. @ 
potato house owned by James Covriney. This was located next to the railway 
Tracks, There was a sawmill ia the ssvamp behind Hurs howe, The Royal 
Bank of Canade opened 4 branch i 1916 ia Orton. It closed about 1932. 


“The last trustees of Orton were: Ernest Hall, Jha Cherwatiuk and Wm. 
Nevill with Harvey Morsinon as Sec-Treas 


‘The police village of Orion wax disolved by the Ontario Municipal 
oatd effective in April 1967 








Orton Hotel about 1900 
Fe 
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‘St John’s Methodist Chuseh was built about 1900. ‘The frst_minster 
Rev, E, Whitworth 1901-1902, the next in turn were 





Rev. & Shepperson 1903-1906 Rev. A. 8, Alton 1936-1945 
Rew. J. Kaye 1907-1910 Rey. Belsmith 1943-1987 
Rev. C. Cole 191041915 Rev, W. M. Duncan 1947-1948. 
Rev. L Tobott 191541918 Rev, Basta Corry 1948-1955, 
Rev. R, Smith 1918-1922 Rev. E, Calley 1955-1960 
Rev, A. Walt 1912.1923 Rev. F. G, Dale 1960-1962 
Rev. &. Stokes 1924 Rev. G. Wiliams 1962-1964 
Rev. WS, Nicol 1925-1926 Rev. H. Howey 1964-1965 
Rey. R..G. Davison 1927-1930 J, Rhyasburger 1965-1967 


Rev. PW. Spence 19301936 


In 1901 a whole ox was roused on the oscision of the opening of the 
new church. A charge of 10 cents per peron for supper. A large crowd came 
from far and nea 





In 1912 Orton had Rural mail. Telephone 1911, Hydro and electric 
Highs in 1932, 


HISTORY OF ORTON SCHOOL, 


Prior to 1890 there was no school to serve the people of Orton village 
and community, School chien went 1 either #12 and 14 of Brin ot 
#4 and #8 of East Garafrax, 

The first step toward anew school section was made about the year 
Tus, when nimber of ratepayers signed a petition and send it to the 
Township Councils of Erin and East Garafraxa ashing each of them (0 
‘appoint an scbirator to discuss the advisability of forming. a new school 
‘ction. Erin Council appointed Robert A, Reid and East Garatraxa appointed 
Tames Reid as arbitrators, They in conjuction with Inspector Graig. of 
Wallington, Inepector Gordon of Dufferin and Judge Draw of Guelph composed 
the Board’ of Arbitrators. This board met twice in the Orton Hall. The first 
time they came to no decision although the mecting was largsly attended 
find heated Jicusions were kept in hand by the excellent chairman Judge 
Draw, The next mectiog resulted in the decision to form a school section 
composed of parts of Sections #12 and@ié of Erin and #4 and #8 of 
East Garafraxa, It was to be known as Union School Section No. 2 Erin, 


(On December 31, 1890 the first Board of ‘Trosees was elecied at a 
ieeting of the rtepayers, ‘These “were John Near, Warten Jestin, and 
‘Thomas Ballentine. 


On January 14, 1891 a mesting of the ratepayers was called for their 
approval of the Trustees choice of 4 school site. The selection was on the 
Eqs Half of Lot 32 Cone, 4 of Erin at a point along the towaline midway 
between Cone. 4 and the North West corner of the sid lo. 


ry 
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‘uiging began in the spring of 1891 on the site selected. Classes were 
bomun in a fine red brick building the following January with Miss Isabel 
MeKechni a teacher 

Messrs, 1. D. Mooney, Won, Ballentine and N. A. Dearing were three 
of the frst pupils 

During the summer vacation of 1937 the school was equipped for 
lectricty and the Hydro began to supply power soon after school re-opened 
in Seplember. A new fence was built around the grounds atthe same time, 





On September 1, Labour Day, 1941, a celebration was field to mark the 
Ssoxh, anniversary of the opening of Orion Public Sehool. Sports in the aernoon 
in the park and a shor programme of speoches, community singing, and 
recitations were followed by" pene loach. Many former teachers and. pupils 
were bick to the school for the oscasion and a plearant afternoon of visiting 
Ind renewing of friendships was spent by all 





For a number of years Ist and 2nd Form of High School were also 
‘aught 


In June 1964 Orton Public School closed its doors to educational 
instruction. The pupils in Erin ‘Vownship were then bused to the new central 
School in Hilbureh and the pupils in Fast Garafraxa and later on November 
19, 1965 10 the new consolidated school in Marvlle, 


(On August 9th, 1965 the Orton Pablic Schoo! building and grounds were 
sold bY publi avetion to the highest bidder, John MeEsthern. 


Teachers though the years wer: 





Miss MeKechaie 1892-1893 Mes Ella McMillan 1924-1925 
Miss Fanny Reed 1893-1804 Miss Rhea Green 1925-1930, 
T. Brown 18941897 | Mise Alma Gordon 1930-1931 
3. AL Beatty 1897-1901 Miss Grace Pierey 1931-1934 
Miss Giadys Graham 19011903 Miss Mary ‘Terry 1954-1928 
Mrs. Lightbody, Mr. Donald Kennedy 1935-1936 
Miss Thompaon Mr Herman Dearing 1936-1941 
Miss Ella Hann 1903-1906 Mr. Arnold Wilson 1941-1946 
Miss Margaret Grills 1906-1909 Mr. Gordon Nodwell 1946-1947 
Mr. Wingrove 1909 Miss Gladys Harper 1947-1949 
Me, Clarence. Henderson 1909-1911 Mrs, Mrytle While 1949-1950 
Miss Muriel Dingle 1911-1913 Mrs, Dorothy Smith 1950-1951 
‘Miss Rachel Barker 1913-1918 Mis. Audrey McEachemn 1951-1954 
Miss Sarah Skeock 19181920 Mis June MacKay 1954-1957 
Miss Ale. Seott 1920-1922 Mr Marion Flele 1987-1963 
W. L. Simpson 1922-1923 Miss Helen Lang 1963-1964 
ACH His 1923-1924 
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5. S. No.3 
BINKHAM SCHOOL SECTION 
‘The survey of the Township of Brin stated in 1819, Charles Kennedy of 
Esquesing end Donakd Blick of Eramost, belng reained for that purpose. 
‘Starting at the northest side, continuing 19 17 sideroad on the check line, 
they kept on to Eromosa, there a ore at the side 


Jn 1620 Donald Black and John Burt continued the survey of the upper 
pact from 17 siferoad, but instead of having their “place of beginning” at 
the Caledon side, thes’ tok the Eromosa side — This will account for the 
jog in the lines at 17 cheek line, and in finishing, the gore i on the northeast 
Side, whereas, If they had started at the Caledon side, the lines would be 
without a og and the gere all on one side. 

When the surveyers finished their arduous work, they were offered land 
in the newly surveved township for their pay, but not being. favourably 
Jimpresed with the wilderss, refused to have anything to. do with Een 

Me. Kennedy was offered 1,000 acres begining at let 14 on each side 
‘of the 9th line to lot 17 inclusive — but in sefusing he reported the land of 
Title valve, 


[At this time Donald McMillan of Argleshire Scotland hearing glowing 
accounts of Camda determined to try his fortune there. He orignal) intended 
{fo g0 10 Niagara Peninsula area, but arriving there slfered many hardships and 
found things not to be as he had been told. One day he met an old soldier 
and after relating his troubles to him, was told by the soldier that he held 
the right to one hundred ares some place in the new townships now soveved 
Which he would sell for $25.00. After some dickering Mr. MeMillsn obtained 
the land for $2000, 





Mr. MeMillan made the trip to Toronto on foot where he secured the 
ticket for his lot — the lot mamted was lot 19, 9th concession, Township of 





on ean 


S. S.No, 3, Binkham 
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Me, McMillan travelled to Erin and Hked what he sive and the Indians 
seemed friendly — he secured 2 yoke of oten and made himself s rude 
fart on which he loaded his household articles, his wife and young members 
of the famly rode while the three elder boys ranging is age fro six to ten drove 
the few catle he possessed. The journey took two weeks. ‘They managed to 
build & Shanty and were comfortable and thus started life in the area that was 
Inter to become known as ‘Binkham School Section 

Ms. Kennedy's refwsal of the land in payment for surveyn 
‘easier for Mr, MeMillan to obtsin all the land he wanted at his own price — 
he obtained all the land Me. Kennedy refused and as his wife was the first 
White women in that section the Crown made her a gift of Lot 18, Con. 8 


made it 





Mr. Henry Trout, drew lot 23, 9th concession but not being impressed sold it 
to Mr, Samuch McKee. 


Me, Dugal McGill came in 1824 and homestead on Lot 26, 9th tine 
and having large family he got them settled in different parts of the Township. 
His son, Peler known as “Squire MeGil” settled on fot 24, 9th line. He took 
an active part in the commenity and being the only "Mapisrate” in the area 
was often called on to setle disputes amo 





[As time went on more settlers came and each one was received with 
joy, a6 they saw in every neighbour some one to assist in time of need. 
Everything. was home mace — Everyone worked — there were no idle Rich 
If one were unfortunate enough to gel a deep cut with an axe, the neighbour 
with the best nerve was called upon to sew the wound with common needle 
Without anesthetic, the patient being held by two oF three strong men during 


The Graham family had by this time settled on the section known as 
fot 24, Con. 1 west, Erin Township. John Graham came from Scotland in 
1829 — He was a colonel in the Wallington Miliia xt the time of the 
“McKenzie Rebellion”. He led a party of men tricking. down = purty of 
Torrie, who had stolen guns from nineteen homes while they were attending 
f funeral. They captared the men pin Garafraxa Township and brought them 
back to "Squire Trouts lot 23, 9th line where they were bound over to keep 
the peace and return the guns 





‘A death occurred in the Graham family in 1834 and they realized the 
ced for a cemetery. The Grahame established the frst cemetery in the area 
fon the front corer of their farm, lol 200th line. A second cemetery was 
Cstablshed on the 9th line where graves bear the headstones with early 
felers names of MeMillan, Lang, McGill and many othee familiar sll family 





“The early setters became desirous of iving their children as good an 
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‘education as they could possibly afford and proceeded to erect a school in 
thet are, 


‘The first school to become known as “SS. No, 3 Dinkham School” was 
built shordy after the "MacKenzie Rebelion in 1837". It vasa small lop 
structure, bul on the corr of the 10th line and 22 sderoad, It was used only 
four years, The benches were made of slabs with round side under. For desk, 
holes were bored in logs, stout pins were driven in and the logs nailed on 
these, The teacher for this school was Mr. Dickson who received a silary of 
fone hundred dollars @ year and lived in the back of the schoo! 


(On the west corner of 22 sideroed and the tenth lie there was a shoe 
shop and post office, Mail was delivered twice a week from Erin, The post 
office closed about 1910 with Archie Leitch being the lest postmaster 


Tn 1848 the people of the community decided to build a new school — 
they erected it half way between the ninth and tenth lines on 22 sideroad 
as this was decided a8 8 more central location, Tt kept the name of “Binkham” 
‘There were about eighty pupils on the roll. The older members as well as 
younger attended inthe winter time. In 1887 John Douglas was teacher, 
Trane at the time were John and James Davis. From 1855 to 1862 cach 
pupil was required to pay twenty cents per month 19 mainiin the school. In 
TS71. the fe system was adopted on a motion by Peler McGill and 
seconded by Jotnston Speirs. During the years 1863 to. 1866 Thomas Young 
‘was ‘eacher with one month vacation in August. Duncan MeMillan. taught 
jn 1867-68. During these years the school year began in January instead of 
the fal 


Names ia the old record books ate sil familiar ones in the community. — 
Young, McGill, Davis, MeMillan, Graham, Speirs, Lang, Wheeler, Sinclar, 
Walker, Leth and Flaherty 

In July 1895 a Sunday School opened in the school and continued until 
1911, Go, Fletcher was Bible schoolteacher and W. J. Young was the Sonday 
sehool superintendant 


In 1869 the now standing sone school was erected on the same ste 
The frst teacher in the new stone school was Miss Belle Standish. The school 
was heated by a box stove placed in the cent of the room. As time passed, 
backtoards were added, the old type desks were replnced and the teacher's 
desk became modern. A partition was put up to make it easier to heat because 
‘ith the building of other schools im the vcity, the number of pupils decreased, 


In 1987 the “School Area” was formed with Mr. Harvey Dearing as 
Chairman and Mr, K. Leitch, Mr. Es Nodwell and Mr, W. Barbour as trusts, 
The Sccretary was W. F. Barbour. In 1948 the Wellington Heath Unit was 
ormed and began serving the community. Music has been taught in Binkham 
in recent years by Mrs. Makie of Alton 





‘Teachers who have taught in the stone Binkham School and will be 
remembered by many in the community are-— 
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Miss Standish Mr. Morse 
Mise Cattanach Mr, Black 

Me. Crowson ‘Miss Emma Falconer 
Mr RJ. McCarten Mise McKinnon 

Mr. Kerr Miss Muna 

Miss Henderson Mis Reid 

Miss MeWillis Miss MoGit 

Miss Annie Spiers Miss Graham 

Miss M. 1. Thompson Miss Devereaux 

Ms._ Thompson Miss Myrtle McCouley 
Miss Gillespie Miss Audrey Mracken 
Miss Stewart Mise Hilda Banks 
Miss Leitch ‘Mins Meytle McQuarrie 
Miss Barbour Mig Mary Potter 

Mise MeDonald Miss Nancy MeMilan 
Miss Lang Miss Edwards 

Miss Murry Mr, Donald 


Miss Lois Lang 


‘To them we dedicate a thought of fond memories, They had @ part 
this community, — a lasting part — to which we pay a sincere tribute — 


‘Those of the “Rinkham School" community will always have fond 
memories ofthe times we went sleigh riding on “Fifty Hil”, The happy exciting 
twecks of preparing for Chiistmas concerts, culminating in the final grand 
performance before w packed school house. No other pupils had such made 
to order places to make play-houses as we had in the trees just over the 
school fence 


But the old order changed, yelling place to new — and the stone school 
at “Rinkham’ which served the commonity well has seen the end of a era, — 


2s did the first “Binkham” hewed from logs long ago by early sels 


The school closed it doors to popils and a reunion was held June 22, 
1961, Ex pupils came many miles to renew old friendships and greet their 





in this our Centennial year of 1967 — we salute the modern ways 
fof the century in oor community bul will always hold a deep sense of 
rate to the early seltlers who worked haed and suffered much to establish 
this great “Township of Erin 


We have in our “inkhuo Commonity” four Century farms of which 
we are justly proud. 
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‘The Flaherty fae 





— now owned by Berard Flahery. Lot 21, Con. 11 E 


GRAHAM CENTURY FARM 


John Graham, with three br 





hers and three sisters, came to Canada from 
Cachan, Kintyre, Arayeshite, Scotland, in 1829, in a sling vessel. When 
well across the Atlantic, a gale arose and blew them back to the Cove of 
Cork, in Ireland, where the vessel remained a couple of weeks for repair. It 
was September when they arrived at Quebec 


Leaving the rest of the family with » cousin nese Montreal, John Graham 
‘came on to Toronto (Muddy York), where he secured from the Crown the 
privilege of locating on the tenth line of Erin Township. Lot 21, Con, 11 
West He built « house, bought a cow, and then sent word to the rest of his 


family where he was located, and on Hallowe'en, 1829, they all arrived to 
we his humble fog cabin. In 1844, a small 





aon was bil 


On March 14, 1844, John Graham martied Mary MeGeschy. They had 
several children, one of whom, was s son, Duncan, horn in I848. A larger 
log cabin was built to accomodate their growing family. The years passed — 
some good and some bad. A daughter Katie did with scarlet fever. and in 
1855, Mary dial at the young age of twenty-eight. John lived to be ninty-fur 
Yyeart ol 





On December 29, 1875, Duncan Graham marries Sarah Ann McAlister 
Jn due time, their family consisted of five daughters and a son — Morgan 
Edward. Tn 1889 a fen room stone house was built and lates, a addition to 
the barn was made 


Morgan Graham married. Elsie Smith on Octobe 
8 family of five daughters and four sons. The present owner of this century 
farm is Donald, their third son, and this makes four generations of Grahams 
who fave lived’ on this farm in one hundred and thirty-eight years. Donald 
land hs wife, the former Marion Grandy, have two sons and a daughter, one 
of whom may some day, in the future take possession of the property. 





17, 1917, They have 








‘THE YOUNG 1 





ENTURY FARM 


The Young family came from Seotand in 1851. They settled in the northe 
‘east part of the township, 


Wiliam Young secured the land from the crown. On December 30th 1875 
James Young. purchased Lot 26, Con. 11 from him. James Young was 
married in Scotland to the former Lillias Carrick before they sailed for 
Canada. They hada family of five children, James Young Jt. purchased 
the farm from his father on Joly 5, 1901. James I's wife, was the. former 
‘Annie Barclay. To this union was born seven children, John Young the present 
‘owner purchased the farm from his father on September 10, 1929. His 
wife is the farmer Emaline-Manley. They have two children. The original 
Tog house was replaced by a brick home in 1927, 
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8. S.No. 4 


Nathaniel Roszel, a native of Pennsylvania, was the fist white setler 
in Erin Township, He took up the land at Lot one, Con. 7 in November, 1820. 
On November Tl, 1821, his son Benjamin, the fist white child was bora 
It was here the hamlet of ‘allinfad sprang wp, and here, Erin Township 
began, Mr. Rotel gave land off his farm for s church, cemetery, sehooh, 
temperance hall and personage. All of these were op the seventh Tine corner 
land across what is now the town Hie. 





“The school was built in 1825 of 1826, Church services were held there 
ntl 1842 when the Methodist Church opened. Up until 1869, all the 
neighbouring families teed the school and church, both those who lived above 
the town line and those Below. Then in 1R69 a school was built on Lot five 
tnd the corner of the seventh line. Tand was bought from Henry Webster for 
Which ‘ty dollars was paid by Wm, Ball and Mathis Vannater, trustees. 
Here on this small lot was erected the first school. It i said that a farmer 
nearby kept peacocks and as they were wont 10 cross the road here, it was 
hamed Peacock Comers. Later bout 1872, more land was bought from the 
Website to make the school lot nine rods by nine rods. It was sich a 
meagre litle school yard with plenty of land thereabouts. However, in 
1908 our worthy ancestors desided to go “all out for education.” They brought 
more land and in 1906, the present Peacock School was hull at a cost of 
$1,724.00 to carpenter J.B. MacKenzie 


Miss Bella Young was the teacher of the first log school which wat 
closed in 1869. Miss Kato Rekt and Miss Steele were known to have taught 
before 1909, 


ae 
ees aidtante 
é te 


ae 2 


Lag School S. S. No. 4 
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James Short Mise Groce Dampier 
Thomas Taylor Miss Phyllis Cape 
Wesley Hilts Errart_Donelt 
1909 - 1910 - Rosell Taylor 
Miss Helen Marshall 142 - Miss Freda. Cook 
Miss Kikwood ‘Miss Hetty Hutcheson 
Miss Mitchell Mrs, Reta Short 
Miss Lang Mrs, Nelson Rathbun 
‘Miss Marguerite Sith Mise Jil Miller 
Miss Alice Williamson Miss Sharon. Webb 
1927 = Miss Martha Smith 1957 - 1966 inctsive - 
Miss Priscilla Coole Mrs, Erie Sommerville 
We have records of all eds — the latest one executed by Wm. Conboy, 


Brin and witnewed by Eliza Holmes. Recently the school was closed and 
bought by Dz, and Mrs, Cliford Rex, who owned the farm from which the 
School grounds were taken, The week of April 38, 1967, they moved into the 
fine home they Ive made of Peacock Schoo, 


Now we must leave the school and go back down the seventh ine 10 
tell more about the hamlet of Ballinafad which is an inlesral part of Peacock 
School Seston, Fist the name Balliafad which certainly is Irish and was 
ramed £0, tis suid, by a native of the Emerald Isle, Thomas Merry after 
2 Ballinafad, which relly isin Teland 





“The fist store was operated by the Stevens Brothers — across from the 
sehool, on the corner of Lat one, Coa, § W., seventh line, This was about 
the time the school was built snd we are usable to find out much about the 
building, but around 1880 a large two-storey building was in operation with 
2 Post Office at the back and liviag. quarters upstairs Me. and Ms, John 
McKece were the proprietors, In 1905, the store bummed. ‘Then the present 
substantial stone building wat crecied by the Swindlehurst Brothers, who 
Were stone masons. The farmers hauled the stone with horses and. wagons, 
{rom nearby farms “for fre.” 


In those days farmers brought their butter, eggs and other produce and 
traded them for groceries that were bought and weighed out by bulk. There 
twas no fancy packaging. The butter was ken to the basement, put into 
tubs, ‘worked with a clean shovel and printed up in pounds prints with 
ring’ of litle boys watching the proceedings, Produce was louded onto & 
Inarket wagon bebind a spanking team and was takea to Guelph, The same 
Fig went each day to Georgetown to pick up mail and bread and what other 
oceries were needed to replenish the shelves. Trade was brisk and horses 
and bugees were the mode of travel 


The store was a favourite meeting place os all country stores were ia 
those euely days. 
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AT BALLINAFAD STORE 


A circle gathered every sight, 
Say twenty odd or more 

In Bouts geveral store 

[ait Kege and etacker barrels take 

‘The place uv fine setees 

An’ here the circle spends it time 

Heres where the farmin's caried on 
Here's where the hay was rite, 

Here's where the cords uv wood are cut 
Here's where the monstrous caims are dug, 
Instead uv ‘Tong the shore 

Great devs are done around the stove 
Jn Batts” general store. 

‘The women folks around the towa 

“Tow i these great affairs 

Would only happen close 10 home 

They'd all'be mllonstes, 

But while they're lugsn’ up the coal 

Or wood from out wv doon, 

‘Theie men are talkin’ sil, 

Ta Betts general store 

The nights they come, the nights they go 
Spring, summer, winter, fall 

And sill they meet there regular 

‘The settlers one and all 

Pete you more uy what they do 

‘And rake them tellers ofr 

But T must go-and take my seat 

Tn Bets general sore, 








— By Frank Betts 





Many proptitors could be armed but the ets people seemed out 
standing as the above poem tesiien Later storckeepers were — Farell, 
Kirkwoods, Merriams, Robinsons and the present owners Bd. Smith 


‘The lot where the store ie located was taken from the Nathaniel Brown 
farm — now owned by the Shorts At the time the store was but, about 
five lots were subdivided and solé to various people and so this corner Dult wp. 


Several hotels were hese at the comer and, needless t0 say, they did a 
brisk business; travellers passing through. stayed the night and! had_ meals 
neighbouring farmers go their liquid refreshments atthe bars while the women 
folk shopped at the store, One large hotel, the last 10 operate we believe 
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Iwurned down one windy night, Later, in the same spot, James Kirkwood built 
{chopping mill which until recently, was operated by John Black, Now Mr. 
Black has sold the mil to the Ford Brothers, Keith and Harold, who took 
possession May 1, 1967 


Blacksmith shops were busy. One was operated by Dan Reid and another 
by Peter Ferguson, © naive of Seotland, who passed it on to his sons, Duncan 
and Peter, who are now both deceased 


A community hall ws the scene of literary meetings and old time dance. 
Winter time, with iis slbigh load parties nd horse and cutter occupants, 
brought happy young folks — and older folk, too — to Ballinafad Hall for 
merry tines, Today, a fine new Community Cente has been built and good 
times stil are furnished for our people 


‘The Women's Isttute has played an important role in community 
cfforts, and sills carrying on a very. important work with Mrs. Frank 
Smith es Present and. Mrs, Win. McLean as. Sacretary-Treasuret, 





‘Church groups such as the ULC.W. organization have been always important 
in our village Our church suppers have become quite famous with bus Toads 
‘coming from langer centres for our wholesome home cooked banquets. Scout 
fand Cub Groups are sronaly represented 


Ballinafad people have ried to keep up with modern times, but have 
tried not to forget early days either, Collesions of antiques are carefully 
preserved and old traions are kept alive. The late Harry. Shorill always 
Kept a yoke of oxen and until receatly, his son, Richan{, had s fine pair 
which be trsined sv 4 hobby. 








rd By Early Pioneers 
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‘MeLEAN CENTURY FARM 


“There is one Centennis Farm in Peacock School Section owned by 
Donald McLean on the sixth line. Donald MeLean came with his faa fo 
Scotland in 1834 and setled on Lot Six, Con, 9 E. He bought Lot Four, 
Con. 6 E. on March 13, 1846 from Daniel Wileox. Around 1878, his son 
Donald, who lived to be 92 years old, took it over. In 1943, the present owner 
Donald McLesn took posession, 








July 8 1958 the Bell Telephone Co, erected a Micro Wave Relay Tower 
fon Tot 8 Cone. 7E. on Don Brown's farm, (This system extends across Canad) 


(Our oldest resident, Miss Bea Hits, has writen her memoir which 
hhave appeared. in local’ papers, and fom which, much of the foregoing 
fnformation was found 


5. S.No, 5 


The sigifcane of the name Coningsby has, 9 far ax we known, not been 
‘established, It is believed that, when the post oflce was opened, 1. W. Burt, 
who was postmaster, afer consulting with others in the vinciniy, chose the 
name from a list sent from the Post Office Department at Ottawa, We do 
Know there & a village or town in Lincolnshire, Eng, naried. Coningsby. We 
also know that Sie Philip Sidney hid sx 1 traveling companion in 1563, & 
‘Thomas Coningsby: also. that another ‘Thomas Coningsby” wis Lord Junie 
‘of Ireland carly in the eighteenth century. 


Coningsby is the only hamlet within the confines of this section. Tt is 
now Used in “Historical Highlights of Well. Co,” as one of the "Ghost Tovns.” 
‘There was a blacksmith shop where for many years David Lightheart wrought 
succesfully. He and his sister lived ina small home at the very corner of 
Seventeen siderond and the fifth line, Other blcksmiths who worked in this 
shop were John Hill and George Ramesbotiom. A carpenter in the village was 





Jn this hamlet ako was stunted a slore and post office which was 
‘stblished Dee, 1865, Tt was on the farm south of the church, lot 16 
‘cone. 6, at first. This farm was owned by the postmaster J. W. Burt ‘The mail 
‘was brought from Guelph by stage coach to Brisbane and from there. to 
Coninesby 2 of 3 times a week, Later it wns located ina frame building 
adjoining the sone house now occupied by Morgan Graham. ‘This building 
had a verandah across the front and was Used as a sore as well, The post: 
masters were J. W. Burt, Mrs. Marinoni, Aquila Peavoy, and Walter McKinnon. 
The store gradually faded out of the picture and the post office was closed 
when rural’ mail was established in 1912. 





‘The first rural route was #1 Hillsburgh and the mail carriers have been 
James Somerville, Ales. McDonald, Herb Beatty, and Mrs, Irene Awrey. A 
fev years Iter R. #2_was formed and the carriers have been Geo. Cheyne 
Bob Ashley and Tom Hope, 
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The firs schoot sesions that were held in the vicinity of the present 
location of #§ were about 1835, in a small log building formecly a pevate 
house on the farm of John Smith lot 19 west half of con, 6, now owned by 
Don. Matheson. Mr. Smith, anxious to see the children” of the community 
receive an educalion, eve the be of an upstairs room. A. teacher, Mis. O'Kelly 
was procured and clises were Deld there until a school was erected. Today 
a pear tee is all that is Tet to mark the location of the fist educational 
Institution in Coningsby, tn 1853, Donald Muna was. engaged to. teach at 
fifty pounds a year. The trustees decided thatthe school should be Free 





‘The deed for SS. #5, is dated Nov. 29, 1861, and shows a purchase of 
fone half acre of land forthe sum of $50 


The frst building was of log construction built in 1848. The location 
was just 10 the right of what is now the lower gate of the cemetery. It is 
Telieved it was iter moved across the rosd to the churchyard where it vas 
ised from about 1858.62, 


The stone building which replaced the log structure was opened in 1862 
and was build on part of lot 18, con, 6 on the 17 siderond, Some of the stone 
sed came from the stone quarry of let 15, More land was acquired at 3 
ferent times, the second. purchase included the Blacksmith shop sit 


AG first there were 2 smull cniries built over each front door. Later 
these were discarded nd across the front a Tobby wos builtin 1889. The tell, 
pul in, im 1897, has the distinction of being the largest bell in Brin Twp, Hydro 
tras installed in 1944, 

The first pump was located at the rear of the school Later it wat moved 
to 8 different location and finally to the left of the building front. The fit 
blackboard used were made of plaster pained black. These were later replaced 
by black paper pasted on the walls A¥ these proved impractical and uns 
factory the fist Blackboards were put i, in 1897. 


[AL the time the school was opened the desks were double and made 
without nails, wooden pegs being ued_ in their constrection. ‘To change 
peaition the desks were sled slong the floor. When it became necessary to 
hake @ change, folding desks and seats were installed which were replaced 
by sine ones 





11 is worthy of note that J. W, Burt Sr. was secretary of the school for 
Ahiny-tive years and Tames Burt for forty years 


[A Literary Society was established in Mr, MeCres’s time and they also 
started the fine library, They niet once a month ad held debates. School 
fahibls were made at Erin Fale School Fairs were participated in also. Many 
land varied were the Christmas Concerts through the Years 


The pupils enjoyed a wide varity of games. In summer, ball_was 
favourite, ls0 hide and go sock. In winter, the old game of shinny. Few have 
forgotten the thr of sleigh rig down the hills, the stepest side away from 
the school, and the pride experienced if they were fortunate enough 10 £0 
fover the bridge iegardess of the incovenience the fathers experienced when 
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fe road became so slippery the teams, with their loads of chop could 
scarcely climb i. "The pupils often found themselves and their sleighs at the 
Gth line corner when the I oock bell would ring It was almost » mile back 
to the school house and the big hil had to be climbed 


Coningsby is a community that has always been interested ia music: 
They have had fine music teachers in their midst. Miss Annie Burris was 
successful ia the field and in lnler years, Mrx. Morgan Graham and Mrs, 
Donald Matheson had done etcellet work 


In the fall of 1945, the Hallnfad United Church was having a special 
service and asked for msical talent from the Hillburgh ares, To tis invitation 
four (then youre) men responded. They were Harry Burt (tenon, Howard 
Graham (ead), Loyd. Burt (bavitone), and Donald Geabarm (bass) ‘This wis 
the beginning ‘of a male quartet that was called (and sometimes ix stil 
refered to 05) the Hillbureh Male Quertete. Two years later they adopted 
the name “The Friendly Foor”. At this me, Bill Corre replaced Lloyd Burt 
ns the baritone singer 





For ten years their voizes blended together in sone at church services 
arden parle, fowl suppers and a Yarety of other types of ‘elertinment 
During this time, they averaged one engagement per week, singing mainly 
gospel songs. These engagements took them to miny communities in south 
central Ona, 

College ciucation, wedding bells and lullabies limited their singing for 
the next ten years, However, it has been said thal Iife begins at forty. Thus, 
during the last two years there has been a sklden spurt of activity among the 
fquartette. ‘The baritone parti now beiag sung by the youngest member of the 
Graham family — Ken 


‘The pupils of the school took part in Music Festivals — thowe conducted 
in connection with the schon, as well as withthe Kiwanis Festal in Guelph 

In July, 1962, 8 centennial celebration marked the closing of the school 
and was a day of re-onion for many former pupils and residents. ‘The School was 
fold by public auction to Mrs. Larry Mekenuie. Pupils trom the section are 
how transported by tus to es” four room school at Brisbane, to join with 
dents from the ol Beshine school se well as from Cedarvae 

Some ex-popls alisined notable success. Wr, John McLean was a 
teacher and school inspector. Being interested in sports, he achieved national 
and international recognition as a. judge of boxing. He taught and trained 
youths in this art end in 1536, was the only Crsadian boxing judge at 0 
Olympic Games in Berlin. D. E. Thomsen, KC. lived in Toronto and Levi 
his brother, also lawyer lived in Saskatchwan, He represented is riding 
in the House of Commons for a number of yeats 








Some former pupils were active in municipal polities. J. W. Sutton, 
James and Neil McKinnon, on Matheson snd Lloyd Lang. Goldwin Burt 
served as Twp, reeve and aiso a term as Wellington Co. Warden, 

It is of interest to note that the sehool teachers terms were from Jan. 
to Dec. instead of the presnt Sept to June 
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Donald Munn 1882 Alex D. MeMillan 1995.1898 
Miss Margaret McNaughton 1884 Howard W. McGill 1899-1900 
‘Alonzo. Smith 1855 Miss Helen Yemen 1900 
(Cornelius Kerr 1856 Mis Sars E, Thomion 1901-1909 
Alesandar McKenzie 1837 Miss Gertrude Stole 19101913 
William Youn 1858-1860 Roy Heath 1913 
Miss Ellen MeKinnon 1861 Mise Helen E, Jones 1914-1920 
Wiliam Ferren 1862 Miss Sadie Atcheson 1918-1950 
Robert Dutt 1863-1868 Miss Arthur 1920 
Peter MeLune 1865 Miss Olive Aweey 1921-1922 
No Reord for 1865-1869 Miss Olive Clow 1922-1926 
Peter MeLean 1869 Miss Stella atte 1926-1928 
Tether MeLean 870-1871 Mise Jesie Lindsay 1928 
Robert Tovell 1872 Miss Pearl Elliot 19291930 
‘Miss Jane Young 1873 Miss Jean Abbott 1930-1932 
Archibald McKinnon 1874 Miss Daisy Overland 1932-1934 
No Record for 18741882 Miss Elva McKinnon 1934-1936 
Richard Wellwood 1882 Harvey Hassard 1936-1938 
‘Wall MeCrae 1883 Geo. Thomas 1938-1939 
Mary Reed 1884 Miss Lydia Snow 1939-1942 
[Names of Teachers not Miss Frances Whale 18241945, 
recorded 1884-1889 Miss Margieet MacRea 1945-1957, 
‘A. Scippen 1887 Mrs Albert Royce 1957-1958 
Miss Sarah. Sutton 1888) Mrs Joan Hall 1958-1959 
Geoige F. Day 1888-1891 Miss Barbara Yorke 1961-1962 
John. McPherson 1891 Alan Morgan 196041961 
3B, Jackson 1892 Miss Barbara Yorke 1961-1962 
1.W. Day 1993-1895 





‘The Coningsby Cemetery war ortinlly 9 half sere of land set aside by 
David ‘Smith, and a boulder there marks a grave, possibly the first and 
brlieved to he his wie, Another stone shows the death of child in 1830, 
The need was felt early in the history of this community as life in the new 
country was difficult and women and children were the first to fal, unable 
to endure the hardships of the bate with the forest, 


Four generations of the Burt family have served on the board and the 
fanny has been continuodsly represented on i since it was first appointed 
in 1846, In 1886 burial lots were $8 each and family lots containing 4 lots 
were $16 Each trustee was allowed one Balt of a family plot for thei time 
find trouble and expense. In 1908 the price for digging and finishing an adult 
rave wat $3, and for a child's grave §2. By 1924 single lots became $13 
‘and §25 Tor double lots. In 1925 the Women's lnstiute were granted permission 
to plant and care for flowers and shrub in a border to beauty the entrance. 
‘A Centennial of the Union Cemetery was held in July 1933, 








(On March 19, 1925, at 2 meeting in the Erin Town Hall, J. W. Hort was 
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appointed Convenor of an Association knowa as The Ontario Rural Cemetery 
Trust which was the besinning of the perpetual care programme for burying 


In 1953 Provincial Legislature appointed a select committee of eleven 
members, on which was the Hon. Joba” Root, to travel the country and 
Investigate the bad slate which the cemeteries were in the abandoned ones, 
those run solely for gain, and the methods used to obtain new lands, From 
this stemmed a 3 man advisory hoard to the Minister of Health — Hon, Dr 
MeKinnon Philips, and his successor Mr. Diamond. The thtee men on this 
board were chosen, one to represent the Catholic cemeteries, one for the 
Larger cemeteries and the thd to represent the rural burying arovmis, Hon, 
John Root was requested 10 select the later member and he chose one of 
four own trustees — Me. Geo. C. Burt. Theit job was to help the Minister of 
Health to revise the Cemeteries Act 





Across the road from the cemetery is the Coningsby Morturary and 
Funeral Chapel A" deed was given April 7, 1873 by John Wilson Tort Jr 
to seven trustees for the price of "S80 lawful money of Canada andthe suid 
Union Chuteh shall be open and free to all Protestant denominations and 
fopen on all funeral occasions”. Some of the building costs in 1875 were — 
Stove $5, lamps $150, 10 Ibs, nails 40s, 10 bus. lime $150, 10. Ibs 
Shingle nails 30. 3 bundles frst class shingles $2.85, carpet $8.62!4. In 
1893 the frame structure wos bricked 11,000 #4 trick cost $675 a thousand, 
freight from Milton to CPR, Erin, $27.50, Teams were procured and all 
the brick Inid on the church grounds in one day 








It could be used by any Protest denomination ant was fo be used for 
funerals in connection with the cemetery. The Methodists eld regular 
services for about one year- For many years an eleven A.M. Sunday School 
‘was held from May to Oct, James Burt, Jacob Burt and Ed. Bingham acted 
as effiient superintendents, but diminishing congresations caused it 10. close 
about 1940, In 1989 the church tiling. wis transferred to. the Cemetery 
Board, a basement was dug out, cement foundation put under, the floor 
raised four feet and replaced with ¢ cement slabfloor. It was re-oofed with 
alluminum at a cost of $459.75 and hydro was installed. The bible picture which 
is on the wall was painted over the paper when the church was redecorated 
in 1893. During. the 1989 renovations, the old. paper was cut around the 
picture and Mrs, Chester Burt retouched the puining and added the leaves, 
"The pulpit bible, which had boon gift of the Jos, Thomson family and. used 
fn the church, was returned to the family, however it was thet ish that it 
remain in the morta, 





On the 17 sileroad near the 6th line corner, sil stands a stone building 
which from approximately 1860-1911 was the Church of Christ (Disciples). 
Stone for this church was brought from the farm of Melvin Harper and the 
water ured for the mortar war brought down the bil from spring on the 
arm now occupied by Wilfred Burt, through wooden troughs 


‘The besining of the congregation of Disciples was when, ia 1836, James 
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isck of Eramosa held services in the olf Jog school house that was situated on 
the NAW, comer of fot 17 in the seventh concession. 





The significance of the mame Coningsby tas, so far as we know, not bes 
rected, near the sone building, now diswed. t was realized that this building 
‘was foo small, even though » mission church had been established at Minos, 
Hillsburgh and Erin offered free sites tut the coneregation decided to build 
4 stone church right in the conte of the tp. thus it Became known a6 “Bria 
Cente". It was opened Oct. 28, 1860, the membership is credited to be 250. 
In 1864, at a “June meting” an estimated 4000 persons are sid to have 
proken the loaf". About 1880 James Lediard came from Toronto o8 minister: 
He became the first paid preacher at a salary of $400, The building was in 
need of tepait in 1886 90 new gothic windows were installed, the old 
collection boxes were replaced by cloth covered plates. 


‘Transportation patterns changed and a Hillsbureh church was begua in 
1906, with 63 charer members, however 60 members stayed behind with the 
fold church, Erin Centre may be sid to have developed 4 church personality 
ff its own, a composite of ir many Scotch brethren, with tuning. fork 
Tendership of sone given by James Mearthur and Will MeMilan. The Lord's 
day meeting vas a place of teaching, not preaching, often a place too where 
fall ust learn, In some cases formal addresses were disegnrdod in the 
Interest of the hearers understanding; eters rose to question the preacher 
fon the mesning of his language. Fria Centre contributed to the Christian 
ministry and foreign mission field. D. D. Burt graduated to the ministry. The 
Indin missions reseed the valuble Iabouts of Ethel Smith, (Ms, Wilmer Monrce) 
Who wat assigned 9 Mahobs in 1908. Dr. Martha Smith, her sister, followed 





A custom saw mill was operated by James Burt & family on Tot 16, ences: 
sion 6, 6th line. Water was the motive power used, and during the peak period 
‘of May-June it ran two shifts s day. When the present landowner, Jobn Reid, 
took possession in 1950, there was litle evidence of the structure other than 


a pile of large square beams, pieces of iron and iany square nails have been 
found, 1 ceased operations in‘1910, 


In winter months it was the custom of many farmers in the community 
to hucvest ie trom the mill pond. About 250.300 16” sq, blocks of fe would 
be eUt and stored in an ice house, packed in sawest for summer use. In the 
spring of the year many farmers drove ther flocks of sheep to the mill pond 
to be washed before they were clipped, During the summer i was a favourite 
swimming place for boys and young men, from several miles around and 
particularly" on Sunday. 


The Ashenhurst Bros. of Jot 15, Sth line, operated a stone quaery for many 
years, they Inter sold it and the farm 10 J. B. Ritchie Cut Stone, Toronto 
about 1933. Air hammers were used to drill holes in which to insert Blasting 
powder. The rough blocks were havled to Toronto where they could be 
Sawed and polished for use in floors and walk ways, One chink of stone 
was weighed in at twenty tons. As many as 12 men were enployed and some 
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fof these boarded in local homes. Operations wore suspended at the time of 
the ‘Second World War (1939) as building programmes ceased in favour of 
defense efforts, Some school boys, exploring the site, found some litle capped 
hotles and discovered that they would “pop” when pat in & fre, The school 
teacher decied to get rid of this annoyance and threw all she eould uncover 
inthe sehool stove. OF course, the stove pipes were blown off 


On the west side of the Sth line may be ssen the remains of Jacob 
Smith's limestiln. 1¢ was built on the side of the till so thatthe top was on 
sroundlevel and the opening at the bottom wat on the ground level there. A 
Sort of fireplace was made just inside the Kiln and big rough wood was burnt 
for nearly a week. The stones on the farm were haved to the Kiln and burned 





‘The part which held the stones was closed up while the burning was going 
on and then left closed for about a week alter the fire was out until the lime 





cooled. Teams and wagons wait their twin to be lowed. Lime was used in 
Mone buildings—in the mortar and white wash (Lime, sand and horsehair 


were mixed to make morte). 


Will and Charlie Smith were stone masons. They wohl chisel the layer 
fof rock out and place each on a sort of platform which served as a crude 
measure, then with chisel and hammer cut #10 the required size. These slabs 
were used for sil, steps and flag stones. The were fonded on a flat car on 
the narrow track and pushed by hind to where they could he easly loaded on 
wagons or sleiahs 


‘There wete spirings in the swamp where the water would bubble up. 
Tn hot weather a pail and slipper were used to get ice cold water. A case is 
‘old of the water from this spring being carried home and poured inlo a slas 
pitcher which was taken from the Kitchen cupboord, and. it snipped. quite 
Toualy and fell apart, 


The Coningsby Branch of the Women's Insitute was organized June 22, 
1905, in the school heuse when 17 Indies joined, and. Mies esie Thomson 
acting a8 president. At fist, owing to weather conditions, winter mestings 
were not Held. Then they were held in the evenings and included husbands 
find. fomiis. ‘The first meetings were held on. Saturdays to. facilitate. the 
president who was also the school teacher, ‘The mestinge were mostly alone 
ooking and pertained to the hilehen, recipies and exchanging ess. Some 
ff the larger homes have hosted a many as 125. people at a meeting At 
this time everyone was well covered with good substantial material and lots 
of i used. Dreses were made high to the neck, Tong to the hand, and skirts 
te the floor; there was dignity in the appearance of clothes but not the free 
and easy comfort of today. Hats were worn straight on the hea, and pinned 
with 1015" long. Older women wore bonnets with wide bows under the 
hin and a widow always wore « bonnet with a fil around the face and after 
Seventy a frilly cap was worn at all lines. There was 0 paint or powder, 
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lipstick oF nal pois, fine soaps oF what have you to help in the adomment, 
sveryone was as mture endowed them, 39 no one was deceived 


Dring the Kirt World War everyone sewed or knitted for comforts of the 
fighting men. Money was rated for the Red Cross through garden partis, 
fowl suppers, oyster suppers, plays and concerts. A repeat of this effort was 
offered during the Second World’ War, The big commomity work has been the 
beautification ‘of the cemetery. This & cavse for a “cleanup bee’ each spring, 
In 1962, Mrs. Chester But, having moved to. Bria villas, where she was 
fnsieumental in the re-organization of the Bria W.L branch, was honoured by 
the Coningsby Wal. in recognition of her fifty years of devoted services. 


[At 4 Distt Annual Convention of Centre Wellington Distie Women's 
Institutes, eld at the home of Mrs. Alex Orr, in 1926, and largely through 
her efforts, the Historical Society of Ont. was formed. Miss Ada Currie wis 
appointed ss Convenor of Historical Reseach. Ta 1928, Wellington County 
Historical Research  Sociely was formed, and. Miss Bersie Thomson served 





“The first election of the township was held on a pine stump across the 
road from Wilfed Burts mail bor. When his bara was buile in 1902, 400 
{tiends and neighbours sat down to supper the day of the barn raising, The 
fold Bake stone used by the fist sellers #6 now incorporated in the rock garden, 


(NE MATHESON CENTURY FARM 


Donald Matheson is resiing. on farm designated by the Ontario Junior 
Farmer's Association as a Century Farm and a gate sign has heen erected 
ty them, Abram Smith was among those who came on the "Mayflower" and 
setiled ia Pennysylvania, then to Niagara, after the war of 1812-14 in which 
they took part; then on to Erin Twp. and setled on lot 19, west half of con. 
6, The fir lessons and religions instrvetions in the community were offered 





Geo, Lane and his wife Anne Ballantyne left Irland 1836 and came to 
Jot 16, con, 7 W. Upper and Lower Canada were in conflict and Geo, having 
served aa solder was called to. Quebec ia 1830. By 1833 cholera. spread 
{hough the camp and Geo, died of it. Mrs. Lane went to teach school where 
the McMillan cemetery is on the 9th line, lot 18, She received keep for 
herself and two sons ftom acnong the families whos chien she caught. Tn 
T84Sthe won Geo, came back 10 the farm to complete the crown deed. His 
son Henty took over the farm helped build the barn and then the howse in 
1891, The 4th generation of “Geo. Lane" took over in 1924 Geo, Tarzwel, 
having macied Lovie Lane, boweht the Lane Homestead in 1948, 


"THE, MeKINNON CENTURY FARO 


The Centennial Farm, presently owned by Mr. and Mr Eimer McKinnon 
is composed of the west half of lot No. 20, in the 6th con. Tt was orginally 
purchased trom the crown in the year 1860 by Neil MeKinnon-areat gran 
father of the present owner, The purchase price was $479 and the deed. vas 
fanned at Quebec, Neil McKinnon i described as a yoeman this being defined 
as one not of the landed gentry, who ons small estate and farms his own 
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land. 1 is known that previous to the purchase ftom the Crown ther) were 
builings in the centre of the concesion, with entrance feom the. ihre 
Remains of a house foundation and well are stl to be found. "The preseat 
howsd was built of frame around the year 1879 when a son was about to be 


‘married. The barn was moved to a more convenient location and ‘addition 
Dail to i in the Tate 1880 


‘The present home of Douglas and Gwen McKinnon is Lot 19, con. $ 8, and 
is the first farm registered in the McKinnon mame, In 1830 this land” was 
‘obiained from the Crown by Jacob Stull, In 1435 he sold it to. Alexander 
McKinnon, who with his wife and son ‘had emmigrated from Agylcshive 
Scotland to Canada in the early 1830's. Since that time this farm hat maintained 
the McKinnon name. The Crown deed, in possession of the family was fase 
fn fine paper to which & paper mache medallion was attached with ribbon 


‘THE LANG CENTURY FARM 


The Lang family immigrated to Canada from the British Tales 
in 1800 

Henry Lang purchased Lot 22, Con, 6, W. in 1847, Tn 1840, he 
urehased Lot 28, Con. 6, W., from the Crown. ‘The prestnt stone hous 
Was Quilt in 1864. Tn 1882 Hlenry, Sr, ald the farm to his eon ancy 
JF, "Thomas Lang purchased the holdings from his father Henry, J, 3h 
1904. Andrew Lang bought the farm in 1024 from his brother Thomas 
Amarew Lang and his wife the former Lillian Gregeon, they are ail 
residing on the farm. They have two children, Lloyd and Helen {atrs, 
Herman Gatbraith 


S. S. No. 6 
HILLSBURGH 


Next to Framoss, Erin isthe oldest seed Township in Wellington County. 
‘The frst settler Nathaniel Rovell, came in 1820 and sted on Tot Tan the Th 
Tine. 


The following year, 1821, William How and his family came from Kent, 
England, landing at Lisle York (Taroate) where they picked up the deed 
to lots 22 and 23 in the seventh concession. 


Alter reaching the Rovell home and spending the night, Me; Rozell 
accompanied Mr, and Mrs. How to theit holdings. Arriving lute in the evening, 
they threw beush up agsinst fallen te 40 make a shelir. Next moraing 
work was begun oa a ride shanty, which ws completed in three days. Leaving 
Mr, and Mrs. How seed, Mr. Rovell returned home, Snow came: November 
9 that year and stayed until March: so it was six months hefore Mrs, How sy 
white woman again. ‘Their yoke of oxen and ‘one cow had 10. browse. all 
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sl the first general 


Mr. How being the pioneer of Hillsburgh, he st 
store in a small log building just south of the later sore. 

‘Soon business increased) and farget store was built and a trading post 
set up where the sellers traded their praduce for flour, sugar, et, brought in 
from Oakville, 





The second store known to have bssn much larger that the thied one. There 
has always been some dispte at to whether the name Was spelled How or 
Howe, but Melvin Harper, a cousin of Will and Margaret who were the las 
to etry on the family store, says that the name "HOW" was in large letters 
‘over the front door 





‘The second store was destroyed by un explosion while dward How was 
the owner, Gunpowder was Kept in open keps with just a paper cover, and 
Wwhile'« group of men were siting arouad the stove, smoking and chating, 
Someone lit ther pipe, carelessly tossed a lighted match and it started to burn 
the paper, Me. How grabbed the Kep and started for the door, but was 10 
fate. The explosion that followed blinded Mr. How in one eye snd completely 
estroyed the store. The fact that counters ran the fall lengih of the sire on 
tither side and held the weight of the fallen roof off the men is all that saved 
thir Hives The store that replaced this one was smaller and ater passing out 
ff the How name, was owned by Haery Hall; and now his daughter, Marjorie, 
find her husband Henry Beatty, own it, (See store picture) 


“The setiement was at that time called Howvile, but in 1823, a family 
named Hil arrived and settled on Lot 28 and one Nazareth Hill built the 
Fist hotel whete Ed. Dymel's store now stands. Me must have had varied 
interests, as it ih also noted that he began the fst Sunday School 2x wel. He 
made the Nazareth Hill survey of the village and imposed his name upon the 
feilement, Thus Hilsburg (no "hon the ending nGl many years Tater) was 
‘named for the Hill family and aot for the surrounding hills, as many suppose, 
‘Aan Stoct in Hilsborgh was named after Mr, Hills davghter, Ann. 


‘The Police Village of Hillsburgh was incorporated. in 1899, and_ the 
Vilage ‘Trustees in 1967 are Carman Parkinson, James McLaren and John 
Graham, with Joon Clarke as Clerk 


HILLSBURGH, SCHOOL SECTION No. 6 


There ate records to show that we had a school house in School Section 
No. 6 a8 far back a8 1844 


“This building was a small rough cast house situated on Main St. (Seventh 
tine) inthe southeast art ofthe Village and Ss now used as a residence where 
Loone Whose fives 


Tn 1864 a new school was built south east of the first one. Tk was red 
brick, ston a sone foundation, and this foundation was bull on fagstones 
four feet across The brick was made on Mr, Wr Barden's farm, and built 
by Campbell brothers, 
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Soon there were so many pupils t way necessary to use the Town Hall, 
Which was situated where the Presbytery manse now stands. It was used 
for the Junior pupils 


Soon it became necessary to build an addition to the front of the red 
brick school and was completed in 1878, and yas used for the Juniors. The 





first teacher to take cherge of this new room was Miss Annie MeMiian, while 
Mr. J. W. Weeks taught the senior pupils, ‘These buildings were heated by 
stoves, Later a furnace was installed. As far back as 1881 we find they paid 


S133 per cord for wood. 


Teachers salaries varied from two hundssd to one thousand dollar 


1k was the costom in easly days forthe teacher to hold examinations each 
year. To this the parents were invited. They brought their Junch, which was 
cater at nova. This was considered quite a socal affat, The parents Took greet 
pleasure as their children recited thee lessons, 





This school is now used st a feed mil 





TEACHERS Miss Olive Awrey 
arly Teachers Later Teachers From 1930 
Mr, MeKenzie Mr, Gelelan 

Mr. Metean Miss Helen kit 

Mr, B, A. Camptell Mr. Pike 

Me Cull Miss Pricilla Cook 
Mr. Donald Curie Mis Lilie Toop 

‘Miss Annie MeMillan Miss Irene Jackson 

Mr. 5. W. Weeks Miss Ena Goodwill 
Miss Barbara Rodgers Mr, Ross R, MacKay 
Mins Catherine Reid Me. A. Shepscd 

Miss M, Reid Mr A. King 

Miss M. Thomson Mrs, Naney ‘Sinclair 
Miss esie Thomson Mrs. Loretta Bradley 
Me, Law Mrs Andrey McEachern 
Mr. Wan. Rowan Mrs Martha Bryan 
Miss Kelly Mrs. Susan Anerion 
Me Henry Mrs Aarelin Rathbun, 
Mr. RR. Mackay Mrs, Matpitet Jackson 
Mrs. Wilson Mis Joan’ Hall 

Miss Dewey Mrs Muriel Johnson 
Miss Campbet Mes Jean Reilly 

Miss Murchison Mrs. M. Robiason 
Miss M, Semple Mosic 

Miss Bva Hayden Mrs, Mackie 

Miss Ells. MeMllan Me, Foster 

Mr. H. Tae Miss Joyce Cavile 


We regret any errors or ommissons as all Registers were not avallable, 
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[As time went on School Areas came into being. Six acres of land were 
purchased from Mr. Mungo Nodwell and a thre-room school was built aad 
‘opened on January 8, 1960. Tt was named the Ross Re MacKay Publi: School 
88 a memorial to Mr: Ross Re MacKay who had been principal from 1911 for 
‘number of years then again fram 1941 until 1959. He died January 6, 1960. 
He was a man of very strong principles and an excellent teacher, 

The official opening was June 24, 1960 with Mr. A. Shepard as principal 
SS..No 11 closed i June 1960 and commuted to" Hillburgh via. Mr. Tom 
Hope's bus with Mr. A.B. King se principal. SS. No, 3 came in September 
1961. Then 2 fourth room was adéed to the south comer, SS. No. 12 and 
8S, No. 9 sated to commute in January 1963 via Mr. Tom Hope's bus 

‘A two room addition 





nd principals ofce were added to the north side, 
making the Ress R. MacKay six room school, Mis Helen AKL has taught 
continuously since 1930 uail the present tine, and has done outstanding, work 
With the primary grades, 
Salaries in 1967 are from five thousand Dollars to seven thousand dollars, 
‘The Public School Inspectors were — Mr. James Kilgour 1863, Mc 
George Summerville, Mr. J Craig, Mr. L. B, Menzies, Dr. G. G. McNabb, 
Mr. W. Ro MCVitie, Me, 8. D, Oakes, Mr C. R, Whitfield 1967 


EVERDALE PLACE SCHOOL 


A private school under the direction of Me. Allan Rimmer, opened 
Sepk. 1966 on the farm lot 23, 6th. concesion Exin Twp, It is known ‘the 
Everdale Place School Community. It is @ new approach to education for 
pupils aged twelve to sixteen years 


THE UNION CHURCH 


[A twelve foot square room in Erin Village was the fit place ia which 
Erin Seles met to. worship God, All the sellers looked 10" this place as 
their spiral home for % few year 


Some from Argyle and Islay, Scotland came to the Sth, 6th, 7h, 8th and 
th, concession of Erin Twp. in the If30% and would not forget the assembling 
fof themsives together, so decided to erect @ Union Church, joining with the 
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterians and Anglicans in building 4 place of worship. 
This church was evected ia the grave yard situated about the cent of the 
Village near whete Mr. Edgar Hoxiey now tives, Records do not tel very 
much of this old. chureh. A quote from the Hillsbrsh Beaver in 1887 sys, 
A Bible clas for adults every Thursday evening at seven — thisty in Uaton 
Church” It would be of great intrest if we could outline the story of the 
people of various denominations who worshipped. there who were able (0 
Unite in the work of the Sundiy. School, while they remained teue t0 the 
Convictions which they held as to ther owa peculiar views of religion. 


METHODIST CHURCH 








Lite i known of remembered, at the present time, of the Methodist 
Church, but we know it was a lagge frame building on Church St. Kt was 
Tater turned into a double residence where Me, and Mrs. A. McConnell and 
Mrs. John MeFee now resid. 
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HILISBURGH BAPTIST CHURCH 





On the 121h day of October, 1853 a group of Chaisisns met and formed 
themselves Into Regular Baptist Church, The following Sabbath those who 
sat down at the Loni’s Table at members of the church were: Eller Pockard, 
Deacon John Rott snd Mrs, Rott, Deicon Robert Rott and Mrs, Rott, John 
Viner, Joho B. Awrey and Mrs. Awrey, Margaret Rot, Jesse Smith, and the 
clerk, George Henshaw. 





‘The first church was erected in 1862 on a lot purchsed from George 
Henshaw. The preseat church bling stands on this original site and the 
firs building is incorporated in tae present larger structure, In 1891 a stone 
wall was built at the font of the church, hand rails on each side of the stone 
eps and platform for ladies lighting from igs. A church shed ‘was, put 
up in 18665. In 1925 i¢ was re-uil, In 1949 the shed was sold to the township 
of Brin for storage purposes as it had outlived it tsefuinss, 





During 1872 a report shows that the total membership was 104 with 16 
people applying for baptism. This is the largest recorded membership inthe 
history of the church. uring that sume year a Sunday School was orgsnized 
with Mr. L. G, Oliver as suprintndent. 1m 1949 a United Church and: Sunday 
School service was adopted when Roy Awrey was superintendent, Haines Root 
followed and remained in that offce for I8 years, The present superintendent 
is Charles Bure 





Many fine musicians have devoted theit God-given talents to singing in 
the choit and congregation. A tuning fork was first used to lead the singing, 
in 1888 a organ was purchased for $105. and was used in services for 
lover 65 yeals. Then it was replaced by a Hallman two-menual organ, and a 
oar later, by a larger Hallman two minal electric with chimes, Mrs. Donald 
Matheson, the present organist and choit director, has served in that capacity 
for a number of years 


The church i a sacred place; for souls have met Christ here, hearts 
have been lifted in worship, couples have been united in. marrage, funeral 
services have been held. Christ, the head of the church, is the way the Irth 





Ministers of the hutch are in onder of service as follows; Blder Picard, 
lder Reid, Elder Bates, Elder Gram, Elder McFadyen, James Anderson, Pastor 
CCuningham, Rey. A. M. McFadyen, A. R. Best, M. P. Campbell, W. J 
Wail, Rev. E. J. Maines, Rev. RW, Kelly, W. R, Busrel, C. W. Dewey, 
Rev. M. E. Siple, Rev. James MacCormack, John Wood, Rev. James Cross, 
Rev. H. P. Humphrey, Rev. J. E. Poti, Wayman K, Roters, Elmore Young, 
John Follard, Raymond LeDrew, Ronald Harmer, MF. Hunter, Donald 
clit, Paul Buens, Pal Smith, Leonard O'Neil, Murray Ford, Benson Jones, 
“Archie Goldie, Gordoa Swan, Kenneth Hillmes, and Paul Boughton, 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Tn 1840 the Rev. Joha MeMurchy came to Canada from Scotland. and 
came to visit his relatives who had settled near Hillsburgh. He conducted 
Divine Service and dispensed the Lord's Supper to the people of Presbyterian 
faith in Hilsburgh, He thought of his Kith and Kin in Hillurgh as sheep 
without « shepherd, Through his influence the Synod of Canada Presbyterian 
(Chore, in connection withthe Charch of Scotland, sent, in 1860 John Goodwil, 
4 student at Queen's Universiy, Kingson, to minister to the Presbyterians in 
the district, 


‘A congregation was formed in 1860, a session elected and ordained, The 
first elders elected. were — Angus MeMurchy Sr, John McLachlan, Hector 
MeVannel, and Donald Robertson 


Descendants of the MeMurchy family have lived here during ll the 
history of St Andrew's Church nl the present time 





In 1863 there were thisty-four names on the roll. tn 1865 Donald 
Strachan came as a student, and in 1868 brought his family. He vas ordained 
in 1868 and became the first ordained minister. He ao started the first 
Sunday School around 1866, 





Mr, Strachan's fit wife, Margaret Ravee, died in 1871, and is buried 
in the grave yard near the old Union Church, 


‘The ‘frst to join the church were — Duncan McArthur, Mrs. Ronald 
MeBachern, Mis, Jas, Brown, Alex Gray and Jiaaet McDougal 


‘The tuning fork was the only instrument of music allowed. n the spring 
‘of 1869 = meeting wos held and it was unanimous that a new church should 
be bolt 


“The contract price complete was two thousind dollars and the land 
bought fom the estate of Robert Maw for to hundred. dollar. 


‘The Church was built and they called it St. Andrew's in honor of their 
Scotch ‘ancesuy, Campbell brothers were the masons. 


In 1871 a congregation a Price's Comers in Fast Garafraxa Twp. 
joined” with Hilsburgh to ake ie two charges. A large and commodious 
hed war built and. paid for in 1907, After outlving its usefulness. was 
taken down in 1953 


In 1925 a vote was taken on Church Union, wnitin the Presbyterian, 
Methodists, and "Congregational, ‘The majority being against union, the 
Presiyterians were allowed 10 keep thei church. 


Tn 1930 & basement was built_under the church, The task seemed 
fmpostible, but under the able lesdership of Mr. Dan Gray and much 
voluntary help the chorch was completely renovated and finished in 1931 
For many years A feed organ was used. It was replaced in 1951 by a 
Minshall Elecite sad. in 1955 by «Hammond twormanual electric organ 
with chimes, St, Androw's has always been blest with musical talent and 
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able organist to lead in the songs of rae 
At the rear of the church a large kitchen and washrooms were erected 
in 1959, 


On February 24, 1965, a disastrous fre completely gutted the Church 
Plans were made immediately to re-build on the same sit, using the old walls 
‘which ‘remained standing. The congregstion worshipped’ in the Commanity 
entre until April 17, 1966, when the new church was completed aad dedicated. 
The contractor was Mr. Perry Wilson of Fergus and the architect Me. Murray 
Marshall of Richmond Hill.” In 1966 the lot beside the church was bought. 
Rev. Wayne Maddock, the present minister, came in 1965. He and his 
amily vein the manse which was bull about 1882. There ae atthe present time 
two hundred names on the rll. ‘The Women's Misionary Society has cstied 
fon continually since 1881. "The Session in 1967 are — Mr. Edgar Huxley, 
clerk, Mr. W. B. Sutton, Mr. Geo. Lacey, Mr. Wilbert MeFes, Mr. Donsld 
MacMurchy, Mr. Jno, Warden, Mr. Howard Barbour, Mr. Elmer Sutton 
Ministers are in order of Service: 








Joha Goodwill (student) 1860- Rev, Jas. Reidie 1926-1931 
Rey. Donald Strachan 1868-1867 Rev. T. W. Goodwill 1932-1939 
Rev. Robt, Fovle 1877-1880 Rev. W. D. Turner 194041946, 
Rey. WC. Ammstoons 1882. Dr. Geo. Aitken 1947-1952 
Rev. J.J. Eliot 1891. Rev. Thos. Blakely 1952-1953, 
Rev. M. McKinnon 1898-1901 Rev. C. J St. Cla Jeans 19841955, 
Rev. B. Russell 1903-1905 Rev. Geo, Wilron 1955-1959, 
Rev, R. S. Scott 1995-1919 Rev. Thos. Caldwell 19611962 
Rev. F.C. Harper 1920-1922 Rev. W. A. Douglas 19641965. 
Rev, Hare 1922-1925 Rew. Wayne Maddock 1965: 


ST. JOHN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 


No one Scems to have any recon when this fine old church wat but 
Some aro under the impression that John Byenes had much to do with i. No 
services have been held for many years and it probably closed about 1918, 

Former members were: Byrnes family, Me. end Mrs. Wa. Donaldson, 
Lacey family, Mr, and Mrs, Lang, Mr, and Mrs. Wes Hoare, Mr. and Mrs 
Harry Ellenton, Fiverald family, Ms. Milley, Mrs. Simpson, Geo. Baldwin 
family, Oblander family, Lesson family, Mr, and Mrs. Dihie, Mr, and Mes. 
Joh. Hurd, Mr. and Mrs. C. Cockburn, MeNally family 

Organits were: Emma and Clara Leesoa, Mes, Geo. Baldwin, Martha 
Lacey. 

Some ministers were: Rev, Rushbrook, Rev, DeArsy, Rev. Kelteson, Rev. 
Sparks 


HILLSBURGH CHRISTIAN CHURCH 





“This church was built t replace the stone church, on No. 17 sideroud at the 
th Tine comer, Known as Erin Centre. As early se 1900, families in the 
hotthern part of Erin Twp. and as far away as Reading, in’ Garafraxa Twp, 
began holding Supday evening servies in the Hillburgh Town Hall and from 
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ibe aie We Ee Tor a church Hlnbare 


Al through the winter and spring of 1906, members worked, first for 
financial support and then held ters, hauling fumber and stone. Rev. G. 0. 
Black was ministr, and the fit Board of Elders were: Joho King, Geo. 
Maltby and’ Hugh MeNilan 


The Comer stone wis laid August 25, 1996 by Alex. McKinnon, and the 
rowel, suitably inscribed and presented 0 him, i in the possession of his 
daughter, Miss Edna MeKinnon, Guelph. Tables were set for supper” on 
Teaiah Awrey's lawn and a program followed the ceremony. Tickets for the 
supper cost 28 


The tuilding was completed and dedicated to the worship of God, on 
Febeusty 27, 1907. Dr. Van Horn, minister of the Cecil St Church, Toronto, 
Spoke at both morning snd evening services, and in the morning the Presbyterian 
hurch loaned their bulding for s service as well 





The opening of the church was followed by x two week evangelistic 
reeting conducted by R. W. Stevenson, Provineal Evangelist. Miss Jesse 
Reid of Grand Valley, (he late Mrs Norinan Robertson) was guest soloist 
at both the opening and at many of the meetings the next two weeks. Miss 
Minnie MeMillan was organist, 


‘Transportation by sulter and sleigh and February snow to be shovelld by 
hand, would probably prevent anyone from coming in this day and age, but we 
ste told that the church was ‘led most of the nights for two. weeks 


[Much interest was showa in the new church with its beautiful stained glass 
windows and inclined floor ands furnace and church kitchen was areal 
Janovaton at that time, 





On May 2, 1948, one of the frst electric organs in this area was installed. 
‘Mrs. Morgan Graham and her essstant, Mis Helen AKI, were in charge 
ff msi at this time, Afler twenty-eight years as organist, Mrs. Lancey 
Cheyne followed Mrs. Graham. On March 30, 1955, 8 church parsonage was 
bought on Ann Street and exactly four years Inter, the mortgage was paid off 
(March 31, 1959). In November, 1963, the iaterior of the parsonage was 
ulted by fre, Inmotistely the church board set to work, and the following 
May "Open House" was held with a good attendance. Some men from the 
Dither churches in town graciously gave of thele time in the renovations, and 
his was greatly appreciated 


Within the lat ton years, new communion plates have been presented to 
the choreh in memory of the Tate Mr, and Mia. Joseph Thomson, by. their 
Family; 4 pulpit Bible by the Bryan fomniy ia momery of Mr. and Mrs, Richard 
Bryan; Beptimal gowns by Douglas Gray and sons in memory of Mrx. Gray 
and Bibles and Hymna books have been added in memory ef departed members. 
‘Gn July 23, 1966, the members of the Christian Women’s Fellowship presented 
owns to the members of the choi 











Ministers folowing G. 0. Black were — W. G. Charlton, F. B. Heddon, 
Sam Woolner (ay minister) In 1914, John D. Stephens began a seven-year 
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minisy. E, Spring was followed by Muiland Watterworth. ‘Then caine A, 
1 Plat, V. 3, Murray, H. 1. Richardson, Haley Wakelin, Thomas A. 
Groy, W. G. Charlton (for a second tiie, ‘Bruce Stainton, Lloyd. Dunn, 
Alastair McKinnon, Richard Knowles, Frnie Root, Norman Roberts, Neville 
Clayton Ronald Pelham, John Vallance and Heverly Leslie. Beecher Parkhouse 
(of Fergus supplied st otervas 


HISTORY OF THE UNITED CHURCH, HILLSBURGH 


Hillsburgh United Church was built inthe year 1926, It belonged to the 
Erin-Hillburgh-and Coningsby pastoral charge, The fist minister as Ree 
Edward R. Hall, who resided at the manse- at Erin, 


‘Church union came into being in June, 1925, The Presbyterian, Methodist 
and Congresationaists churches broughout Canada siw great similar, in 
their beliefs and after much study and diseussion, these three churches. decked 
to amalgamate and form a new church "The United Church of Canada" 


Alter church union a goodly number of families lft the local Presbyterian 
church to become members of the United Church. At first church wan held 
in the Town Hall, and also in a room in the builling which is now Frank 
Gray's residence, 


In the Eramoss district, church union wat quite effective in the Presbyterian 
tnd Methodist churches there. The Presbyterian church way decided to be 
the United Church as it was more central. ‘The Brown. Methodist -Chugch 
was closed, but became the property of the United Church of Canada. The 
congregation of the Hilsburgh United Church then negotiated and purchased 
this Brown Methodist Church of Eramosa. During the winter of 1926 by tem 
and sleigh and hard labour, this church was completly dismanted the 
Jumber, windows ant equipment (sats, pulpit and organ) ere all transported 
to Hilliburgh. Me. and Mrs. Duncan McConnell, Tate. parents of Re), and 
Arthur MeConrell, donated the tract of fand along the river banks and during 
the summer of 1926, the Hillsbursh United Church was bull 





The opening service was community affut, Rev, Burnside Russell, a 
former Presbyterian minister here, came ‘rom hie charge in Hamilton to 
dedicate the new church. Capacity crowds attended both services the ight 
service being held in the Towa Hall, The following evening, the ladies of the 
church served» delectable supper to large crowds.” Mr. Sto Gibson reualed 
the audience with violin musi. 





‘The frst annual meeting of Hillsbuegh United Church was held in 
January, 1927. ‘The first elders were Messrs. Alex Gray, Wallace. Young. and 
Archibald Reid, ‘The frst stewards were Messrs. Alex Pasry, Hay Tate, and 
‘William Ort First organist was Mes. Ed. Grin, 


Ministers who have Jed the United Church through the years were Rev. 
©.3,P.Jollitfe, Rev. A. O. W. Foreman, Ret. Mr. Merner. Coningsby church 
was oficily closed during Mr. Merner's pastorate in July, 1938. Th trstecs of 
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the Coningsby church Kept it in good repait, and in recent years, it has been 
Imade into a fine mortuary 


Rev. Mr. Thomas and Rev. . J. Rees followed Mr. Merner's pastorate 
‘The mortgage of Hillburgh United Church was burned during Mr. Rees's 
postorate on November 16, 1985, the ate Mrs. Dunean MeConnelt and Henry 
Wheeler were participants inthis act. Other miners the ensuing. years 
were Rev. Mr. Pattison, Rev, Mr. Somervill, Rev. Mr. Muir and Rey. Me. 
Norman. Rev. E. D. Snelgrove came in July, 1956 and remained with us il 
February, 1966, a period of nine years and eight months, the longest pastorate 
in the history of the church, At the present time our minister is Rev. W. 
Howse, a native of Newfoundland, 








“The early settlers developed » good community where God was the cence 
of the home life and the church the cente of the community, so naturally they 
Tooked for s peace quiet place to bury ther dead 

“The first record we have of a cemetery in Hillburgh was about 1831, on a 
piece of land about the centre of the village which was then called Howl 
Where the Union Church wor situated. Many of the earliest setters of Erin 
“Twp. lie buried in this old plot. For years thete old grave stones has been 
neglected and over grown with grass and. weeds 


In 1954 Mr, Dan Gray and Me, RD. Nodwvell were instrumental in 
having Gos's Acre restored, All eadsones were uncovered from the grass 
find were embedded together at the front of the cemetery in single, solid 
block of concrete 

Flowers were planted by the Hilsburgh Morzultral Society. ‘Trees were 
planted to the rear. "The actus! graves remia at the rear of the sones thet 
Used to mark those graves. 





(Of main interest is the one in memory of Hilsburgh's founder — Mr 
William Hv, who did February 21, 1854 al the age of eighty yeurs, Another 
hnarks that of his wife Hetsey, who died in 1888, age eighty-six years, Other 
hetdstones in the preserved collection were — Alexander Gray, died in 1880; 
his wife Tssbella, ied in 1887; Richard Davis, 1862: his wile Jane died in 
TASS; the grandparents of Mr. John MoFee; the wife of Rev. Donald Strachan, 
fist minister of St Andrew's Church who died in 1871 and many other. 

We find there was & small cemetery on the Tot where the Old. Methodist 
Church stood on Church Street. Mr and Mrs, Arthur MeConnell and. Mrs 
Sohn McFee now live in the church building which was converted to a double 
howe 





HUXLEY CEMETERY — 1884-1967 


About 1854 ‘Thomas Huxley obtained s crown deed of lot 29, seventh 
ting Erin ‘Twp. Later he purchased lot 28. Ta 1884 his seventeen year old 
fon was stricken with a fatal ilness, The lad had expressed a wish to be buried 
fon a small fil on the farm 

The land was seeded to peas atthe time, To grant his son's wish, Thomas 
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Huxley took his seythe, pled a small plot of peas and dug a grave for his 

Many residents, realizing the Beauty of the site, expressed @ wish 10 we 
the same spot for the burial of their dead, So Thomas Huxley gave one acre 
‘of land for burial purposes. 

‘So popular has become this burial place, that since 1900 no burial has 
ben made’in the original cemetery inthe centre of the village of Hillburgh 

In 1906, in the Town Hall, Hllsburgh, a meeting of the plot holders 
lected trustees, mamely-—Messs. RC. Nodwell, R. W. Tatzvell, and A, 
G. any 

In 1908 the plot holders were assesed three dollars for a large plot and 
fone dollar and fity cents for s small plot to raise operating funds 

Secretary-Treasurers from 1906 were: Ms. Jno. Carmichael, Miss Marjorie 
Carmichael, Mr. A. G. Parry, Me. HL C. Bowes, Mr. W. Beatty and. Mr 
HN. Hurley, 

‘A memorial sevice was held in 1936. The service was conducted by 
Rev. W. G. Charlton, music supplied by combined choirs ofthe Village Churches 
and Jock Burts boys band of fifty members from Elora 

The Uuiliy house was added in 1914 at a cost of one hundred and twenty 
oll 

Additional land was added in 1941, and in 1958 increased to three acres. 
Perpetual Care was iacluded in the prise of & new plot in 1949. 


The new fence was erected in 1960. 
Tn 1964, sisty-four stones were shoved off their base by vandals 
In 1941 the cost of digging a grave was two dollars. 
In 1967 tis twentytive dollars 
To beautly the front of the cemetery the Horticultural Society provides 
plans, and the Auxiliary Wonte’s Insitute cares for thet, 


AML 

When the How's fir selted in Erin Township there was no Post Office 
nearer than ‘Toran. 

The next Post Office to come nearer wis one situated about the middle 
lof Ksquesing and was kept by a Mr, Fyfe. ‘The poople then living in Hillsburgh 
find surrounding area formed a club and each mentber took his tur, om foot, 
to go for the ml, there were no hors in those dae 











Later, mail was brought from Georgetown, by «Ms. William Wills, using 
4 span of mules, ‘The Post Office wns then Tessted in How's slore, Aller a 
ew years the mail came to Alton and Mr. fames Hanna cxtried the mal from 
Alton to Reading, via Hillsbureh. Presently, mail arrives by truck from 
Ovangevie 

Soon the main part of the Village appeared to be taking shape in the 
‘Upper Fad, and the Post Office was transerred to Donaldson and Carmichael 
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sore (now Jim MeLarens). Mr. Donaldson ran the Post Office 

In 1911, ulter « change of Government, Angus MeMurchy was appointed 
Postmaster and the office moved briefly to the Lesder apartment building and 
then the building now occupied by Frank Gray. Mr. McMurchy’s daughter, 
Kate, was his asta. 


In March, 1922, Alex MacDonakd, with his wife Hannah as stsitant, 
became our Postmaster, In 1924, the Port Office was moved to its present 
site. For a number of years the MacDonald's sorted mail twice a day as 
there were four trains daily, The Post Office had to be open from ® am. 
lun 8 pam. and their original salary was $59.00 a month, In order to add 
(o his income, Mr. MacDonald and his brothers-law, John Souter, began 
f chicken plucking busines. Using a hallton truck for pickups and’ ening 
4 building about where Tony Wagenaar’s cement works is now, they dressed 
hickens and sold to Eaton's in Montreal and to a firm in Toronto. They 
‘would also go to the farms and Kill and pluck for the farmers. When the 
MacDonalds reed from the Post Office, Bert Awrey, with his wife Irene 
8 assistant, took over their duties, June 20, 1958, 








Rural mail delivery began in 1912 and carriers known to have delivered 
‘on Rotts No, I were — James Somerville, George Barbour bri, Alex 
MacDonald, Herb Beatty and now Mrs. Bert (Lene) Awrey. Route No. 2 
was taken by George Tarzwell, assisted by his daughter Elsie, George Cheyne, 
Bob Ashley and now Thomas Hope 


NEWSPAPERS 


Mr. and Mes, Walter Huxley have in their possession, Vol. 1 No. 1 of a 
tiny paper called “The Bee" published September 27, 1881 by George A. Lacey, 
who is described as a loun agent, land agent, conveyancer, austoneer and 
Tesuer of mareage lenses 





“The fist iasue of “The Hillsbrg Wasp” was put out October 8, 1881 and 
was priced at 3s. was a fourpoge weekly, measuring 9° x 12° and the 
wh" nd stll not been added to the name. The paper was described as a 
comic, Iierary and stircal journal, D. E, MacMillan was the editor and 
his first eiitorial begins, “No question fas agtted the people of the Domain 
to sich an extent-at the Camdian Pacitie Railway 





‘An 1887 copy of “The Beaver” shows that it was published every Tuesday 
stteroon by George A. Lacey in his office, “The Hut", Main Steet. The 
2seayear subserition was. strictly in advance. This ‘ssue Tiss a James 
Hurst as auctioneer and implement agent — selling The Litle Maxwell reaper, 
in the building acros from How's store. The same issue tells of a monthly 
catde fair being held, This as for the selling, not showing of call. 


A915 copy mames A. H. Steadman as eer 
HOTELS 


‘As mentioned previously, Nazareth Hill built the first hotel where Pd. 
Dynes afore i John Kink had s hotel where Albert Faleone’s house is. 
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fore moving there, he had a large hotel where Murray Gooderhan’s stone 
house is.” "This hotel was burned 


The large brick house at the south end of Main Street ((ormerty owned 
by Beatty and Tileox families) was built at a hotel by Sam Leeson and. wat 
galled the International Hotel. Later operators were B. H, Taylor and Willan 
Wills, 


‘The Exchange Hotel was built, or at least the builling bricked, by W. J. 
Dwyer, It is the only threesiorey building in Hillurgh and the second storey 
extends over a drive, that has always been known as “The ‘Alley Wa" und 
provides a stort cut from Ann to Main Stost. After the death of the fit 
Mrs, Dwyer, it as rented to Frank Gale, Ellie White, Dick Backus and by 
1902, Mat. 'Latham wis the operatr. 


Haying matried again, the Dwyers returned and Mrs. Dwyct cared on 
Fishermen from the Caledon Mountsin “Trout Chub provided much business 
during the summer months, “The Erin Township Counell sed the large front 
oom as their mecting place, Next came Mr. and Mrs. Fred Cor, They 
began using 1 smaller room at the end of the hall for a dining-roum, ‘ad 
ool tables were set up in the former dining‘oom. When Mr. and. Mrs 
John Pye bought it, they used the small front room 1s a Coffee Shop, and the 
Present owner, John Tocher, is converting it ito small apartments, 








When Archie Currie discontinued the carriage works, the large brick 
tilting on the corner was sold to Henry How, who operated the Grand 
(Central Hotel ini. Next, the building owned by Donaldson and Carmichael 
snd Mr. John McCarthy bought it from them about 1900. 


He carried on the hotel until the Village came under Loss! option, seling 
Fiquor at Se a ghss and a schooner of beer costing the same.” Beer: was 
Imauled in barrels, by horse and wagon, from Guelph 

Finally, the Union Bank was moved to this site, and the Royal Bank 


TOLL GATES 





Tn order to maintain the rouds, toll gates were set up at approximately 
ight mile intervals. Until 1885, James Trott Kept the Hilkburgh tll gate 
Which vas situated on the seventh line below No. 22 sdetoad (neat Galas 
tannery). Usually, near each of these toll gates, 4 road howe or hotel. was 
Set up where travellers could rest their horses and they could. partake ‘of 
liquid refreshments. Thus, the toll lost some of its sting 
‘The Main Street was paved in 1925 and nothing more was done to it 
tuntit Cox Construction Iaid asphalt surface qver the cement in 1963. At the 
same time the hill above town was cut down and hard (op Ieid as far ss 
No. 27 sideroad 

‘The first sceet lights were installed in 1924, and in 19S9, luminar igs 
‘were installed on Main Steet. Tn 1966, the present four-fot flourescent lights 
were placed on Main Street and the former ones placed on the side streets 
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"TAILORS 


Jimmie Farquerson lived and carried on a tall business in the small 
house that burned when George Tileox, Sr, lived there (near How's store, but 
fom the east side of the steed, 

Jim Torre had his tailor shop in the present post office building. He 
‘and “Wills, McMillan, a clerk in Donaldson and. Carmichsel's store tater 
moved to. Orangeville and established businesses still operating there. After 
‘Torre, came George Watson at the same location. 

ie Carmichael had his tailor shop where Mrs. C, C. Hamilton’ store is and 
kept as_meny a8 seven busy helpers. Next came Andy Wallace and Totes, 
(APS. McGowan and when Mr, and. Mrs, C. C. Hamilton bought it in 1928 
became a grocery store, “ARer Nips death in 1956, Mrs. Hamilton sil 
carried on 


Tian Harding did weaving and made carpets in the ‘building diretly 
across from How's store 


‘TANNERY, SHOE AN HARNESS SHOPS 
sideron. 





Gaus tannery was situated on the seventh line just below No. 
(A house and small pond is presently on the site) 

Wilam Gand did a thriving business — employing as many as twelve 
mea tanning the hides of livestock, dogs, and wild animals which were in 
hundance at tat time, They made and sod shoes; leather mitts; and harness 


‘One of these employees was Willam Fitzgerald, a man afficted with 
club fect, who had to wetr very special shoes. He Inter moved up street and 
far Ki own shocmaker’s shop, and repaired. clocks. He must also have 
Toles ‘clocks as a. hobby, because the walls were hung with clocks, of 
very description, all Kept wound and all TICKING. He lived where Fred 
‘Tarmell now live and his shop which was next door, has been incorporated 
ino the iain part of Gerald Wayne's store 





‘Aa more modern machinery came Sato use, John Ward opened shoe 
repair shop in the Leader apartment building, Wes. Beatty took this over 
nd ran the shoe repair in conjunction with his Implement business 


Later, Bd. Lane bought the “Fitz Shop” as it was known, and the Beatty 
machinery, and aet up shoe repairing there. He also added g28 pumps. 
Tobacco. and ice ream, ef, and his generous servings in ice cream cones 
tesame well known 


When Bd. Lane died, Mel Barden bought the shoe repair business and 
moved the machinery to the long narrow building directly across from his 
‘wn howe, This building had been used as a Chapel by the Seott Mission 
Qhen hey had their summer camp in. Hilsburgh, and was moved to it 
present site when the Mission obtained more land in Caledon Township. 





Peter Warden had his harness shop where John Warden's eg erading 
station is now: Len, Matthews and Gearge Watson, one where Mrs. D. Reid's 
ore is) and’ William Gordon operated the aext one from the present Post 
(Ottice building, Mel. Barden bought his business, 
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LIVERY 


Before the day of cars, every town had need of someone with « stable 
‘of fast horses and “vis” for hire. Salesmen coming in on the noow train saeld 
be driven to Marwille, or other points, and board the evening tisie norm 
Ball toms needed transportation to neighbouring villages, Freight needed to 
bbe transported to and from the station, by dry. We, who just jump ine oor 
fr, can scarcely realize the importance of this service 





Wes. Faulkner kept his horses first in the small barn owned by Morrish 
Leader. The slory is told of a breakin, at the Donaldson aad Carmine 
ore, when jewellery, consisting mainly of men's watches, war slolon The 
robbers scoped with one of Mr. Faulkner's rigs, boarded. the tain se 
Rockwood, and left the horse tied to a hitching post there 


Next came Will McLachlan who used the barn where Mel Barden now 
keeps his show horses. However, the barn at that time did not have the 
high circular roof that we are familiar with, and Gorge Barbour, the nest 
‘owner raised the root, John MeNally doing the work, Me. McNally also built 
fhe former Presbyterian church shed, with ite high domeshapad rool. A 
number of outof-town contractors came to view this seemingly” imposible 
type of structure, 

After Joba McLachlan, came John Souter and Hatokd Morton, brit 
But another era had just passed and horses were no longer necded 


CARRIAGE WORKS, BLACKSMITHS 











Archibald Currie had the red brick factory (ow the Royal Bank) built 
in 1886 to carry on his business of building buggies, cutters, wagons and 
Wheel barrows. He employed seven skilled workmnen’ ‘There was 2 blacksmith 
jn connection with his operations 


‘The Byrne family lhewise operated a carriage works and blacksmith 
shop where Tom Hope's garage i. Mr. Hope lowered the twostrey, building 
after taking it over trom Bob Sargent, A Mr. Hurd and Andy Oblender were 
their blacksmiths, and iti related that Mr, Byrne would fell tee and make 
fhe charcoal, later used in the blacksmith shop, ‘The family lived jn the howse 
beside the shop (Hope's) and. when Mr. John Byrne rtited in 1887, he bull 
the large brick house, with terraced lawn, 28 ope goes up the Burg. Hil 
and called it “Review Vila", The unmarried sons, Hil and Jack, stayed ‘on 
in the former home and it was known as "Uno Park’. Jack was the paler 
and did faney scrolls on cutters, buses, ete 


Their business as of such an extent that they had their showroom across 
the sreet on the lot where George Lacey's house i now 

‘They also began to build farm iplements and their cultivators sold at 
330, 

Duncan Camptell had a wagon works just south of How's store in the 
1880's and a Mr. MoGikery made pumps in a tulliag just north of How's 
sore. He used a horse on tread mill to run the lathe and age, 

Jim Geddes had & blacksmith shop where Dick Southon's house is, and 
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‘made harrows. He was followed by George Maltby at this locaton. Later, Maltby 
moved to the shop at the corner of Mill und Ann Sirets which Mrs, W. G. 
Carrie bought and’ hd dismantled in 1960, 


After Maltby came Jim Morrison, and they lived at the back of the shop 
Meanwiile, Arthur Hart had been using the brick shop at the back of Bob 
Sirpent's garage ad be finally moved to the shop at the commer of Ann Ste. 
Fart was the last to nse the shop and anyone with show horses now nding 
shoes, has to bring ina blacksmith 


Although not made in Hilsburgh, the office of Grayco Potato Harvesters 
Lu. isin town In 1045, Frank Gray and Fa Sayder of Preston formed Gray- 
Snyder Lid forthe building of potato pickers. This business now inelides the 
‘munufacturing of not only pickers and two-ow potato combines bul bulk boxes 
and digger chain, On October 21, 1966, Mr. Gray bought Mc, Snyder's share of 
the business and the following year the name was changed to Grayeo. 


ROADS AND RAILWAY 


About 1860, the county assumed oversight of the road from Guelph 10 
Brisbane, through Hillburgh to Reading (comer of the 14th line of Bast 
Garairana and the FergueOrangeville road). This gravel road was a eeat 
improvement over the okd corduroy ones. (Tn spring, these old Jog roads will 
Sil heave ‘with frost, to give some idea how rough they must have been) 


Farmers were now able to havl produce to Guelph as well as Oakville, 
but os crops inereated, this became more burdensome and arrangements were 
begun to have the railway come through the Township. It was fist thought to 
bring it north from Georgetown, but finaly the line, called “The Credit Valley 
Railway", wes completed from the Cataract Junction to Elora in Novembct 
1879. The fist timetable book vsed at the Hillburgh Staton is dated Janvary 
20, 1860 and the agent's name Is W.A. Munroe, 





Other sation agents were known to have been: Peter Ward, George Walker, 
Wiliam Lite, Jin Russell, Ed, Griner 





Originally, four tains day passed through Hillburgh. Since the train 
stayed at Elora over night, the first train went East at 8:57 aum., West at 10:50 
fhm. East again xt 5:55 pm. and finally West at 7:03 pm. By the time B. M. 
erty) Cunsingham took over a6 agent on April 1, 1933, train service had 
heen reduced to two trans daly one from Orangeville to Elora st 11:30 am. 
and returning about $:00 pm. 





‘The sfotion and grain elevator had burned in the fall of 1932. and the 
small station was builtin 1933, shortly after Me, Cunningham arrived 


Before lewving in 1943, Mr. Cunningham filed in at Erin Station, and 
Charles MacMillan acted as caretaker at the Hillburgh Station briefly Before 
Wiliam “Rathbun took over his duties From 1949 until 1958, Norman 
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Cunningham (son of Jerry) acted as caretaker and handled the express, bin 
when passenger service was finally discontinued in 1958, express came 0 the 
GP. Express office hese Alex Duncun’s barber shop, and he makes deliveries 
a the present time 


WEIGH SCALES 


Since the fist mills were situated on the small stream crossing from Ann 
to Main Street, so the first weigh scale was situated where the present rink i, 
and John Carmichael attended i. Later, 4 group of farmers formed a Co-op 
and buil the large seale atthe sation. Dan MeKinley and then Joe MeNilan 
attended these scales daily. A shipping decreased, the sition agent assumed this 
uty. By the 1940 the scale became 19 small to accommodate the large wheelbase 
trucks, and a small group of interested businessmen ‘installed anew, ltger 
scale which i si ine, 


TRUCKERS 


‘Soon trucks became more plentiful and it was relied thet livestock could 
be gotten on the market much Taster and in beter condition by trucking, and 
in 1925 Bob Tarzwell bought his fst Guck and begun tht service. Hob Carlile 
was also one of the early teuckers, In 1927, Wallace and Howard Barbour began 
their trucking and droving business and with the exception of a short peri 
when operated by Lin. Arey, cortiad on extensive eatle buying opertions, 
selling the tucking business to their nephew, Howard Awrey, in 1956, 

(See Picture of Mill, 


MILLS — FLOUR AND FEED 


‘Aaron Wheeler came from Somersetsire, Ensland, in. 1824, and built a 
srist mill on the small stream at the entrance to the park, Later, this Wes Sold 
for a woollen mill nd a larger eri flour and saw ill built. Soon the How's 
built @Targer mill on #22 sileroad, snd in 1846, Goodeshaan and’ Worts built 
4 grist mill and cooper shop, where barrels were manufactured to contain the 
Hour, with sm enirtce fram the 70h line 





In later yeas, an entrance was run aorth to the Station Road. ‘Ts mill 
burned in 1870 and the site ny ile until Avrey Bros. bought the property and 
bull a stone geist mill about 1894, A cider pres wx leo in this mill. Donald 
MeGill next ran the mill for about sistem years, then Hughie MeLachlan 
and finally Miles Bacon. With the advent of belt-driven choppers and finally 
flectis choppers and hammer milly in the farmers barns, the business dropped 
‘away. The mill now used st 4 summer hone 





Owners of the “Lover MIIM” are known to have been the How Brothers, 
Bil Hines, Jim arden, Howard Smith, Oxwak! Everdel, Dave Douglas — 
who had the misfortune «0 lose sn arm while opsratiny his mill — Chics 
Bellamy, Bert Awrey and finaly, Beampion Milling and Farm Supply. In 
September 1960 they bought the old school and began to operate thei fod 
bosiness therein July of 1963, until January 1966, when they closed, However, 
Bob Cheyne and hie fathersniaw, Bill Reeve, opened again in March 1966 and 
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‘operate under the name of Hilsburgh Feed and Supplies Lid 


Fred Royce had a flour and feed store where Mes. D. Reid's store i, 
‘and built the grain elevator st the sation. ‘he United Farmers of Ontario 
(UFO) were the forerunners of the present Co-Op's and they took over the 
fain elevator at the station and the store from Mr. Royce. Next, Duncan 
‘McConnell took over the grain elevator and in 1926, Dan Gray and son, Bil, 
bought the elevator and slso the bulls which hed housed the post office 
but was owned by MeConnell, and Bill, assisted by his younger brother, Frank, 
citred on flout and feed business under the name of "Gray Apiaries” They 
flo bought and sold potatoes, 





As the depression, which began in 1929, worsened, Gray’ traded the erin 
elevator to a Me, Wallace of Oshawa for two houses in that city and Bill and 
[Frank moved to Guelph to sll ife insurance. However, in 1932, Frank returned 
to illburgh and becan the general insurance business which he and his wife, 
‘Thelma, cated on for thity-two yeurs, selling to McEaery Agencies, Erin, 
June Ty 1964, Mcknery’s at present have their office in the former Glssford 
Shop snd George Lacey is in charge of i 


Bill Sutton opened 4 flour and fesd business in the Gray building, using 
he larger of the two front rooms, but in 1939, moved to the building vacated 
by H.C. Bowes, In 1940, Lindsay Awzey bought the business from Sutton and 
in 1946, was joined by his brother, H. I. (Bert) Awrey, upon his return from the 
‘war, In 1950, Lin. left to manage a Co-Op store in Durham, and after the 
Tire of October I, 1957, destroyed the building, Bert moved to the mill on 
#22 ‘siderond. 





APIARIES. 

Prior to buying the grain elevator, Dan and Bill Gray had secured the 
former Anglican Church and after putting basement under it, had coverted 
it'to a boney extracting plant. During the sugar rationing of the war years 
people would bring ther own containers to be filed from the tanks. Seventy 
Bnd one hundred pound orders were not unustsl 








[After Bill's death in 1944, the extracting plant snd some of the bee yards 
which had extended from Elora to Weston, were sold to David N. Root, who 
still owns it 


Faldon Smith, also a bee Keeper and bee inspector, lives in Millburgh 
POTATO BUYERS 


Before the coming of the Railroad, oaly a few potatoes were grown, and 
were taken to Georgetown or Guelph for sal In the fall of 1881 the frst 
ar of 210 bags (all im the neighborhood) was shipped to Torontc, ty C. J. 
MeMillan and Son Fred. ‘They were caltle buyers and appear to have been 
the first to buy and ship potatoes, using the cement building beyond the track 
ts their warehouse 
Fred Royse, and later the Co-operative, (UFO, and the McConnell used 
the underground potsto cellar just Fast of the (racks. Bill and Prank Gray 
Toaded fom this point when they bought the business Tater 

‘In 1927, Wallace and Howard Barbour bought thei fist truck and set 
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'p potato grading station in the building across from How's Store, where 
Cecil Foster lives. By that time, potato buyers were coming. in, will, tacks 
from such points 3 Hamilton and Toronto snd the death Knell Began to 
Sound for the Raiload. However with Fred McMillan, Barbour Bron. and Grays 
ll Jonding at the Sttion, as many as 3,000 bags could leave on the night tram 





Now, the local potato growers ether have regular private customers or 
contracts to supply potato chip plants 


pocrors 


In the 1800 and carly 1900 the family doctor “was indeed a frend in 
need." He was called out to scattered farm and village homes i all Kinds of 
weather, and his horse and cuter were a welcome sight. They worked cheerfully 
although they were inedequately reimbursed, 


‘The first record we have of a Doctor was Dr. Burnham, who lived in the 
hhouse now occupied by Mr, and Mrs, Fred Tarewel. 

De. J. H. Hamilion had a residence and office on the corner of Station 
‘Rood and Main Street in 1886. He later moved fo Erin Village, 

De. Archie MeKinnon who was coroner for Wellington and Dufferin 
Counties in 1890, died while ere and ie buried in Haley's Cemetery. 

Dr. A. Skippen macred a local gel, a Miss Dyer, and moved to the USA. 
Following him, Dr. George MeKinson, a son of Dr. Archie McKinnon, was 
hhere for a short time 

De. Allan Gibson came in 1895 and brought his bride, the former Harriet 
Irvine. He built the drug store in 1907, and they lived in the large house where 
the MePherson Nursing, Home is now 

In 1924 he sold is property and drug store to Dr. E. C. A, Reynolis, who 
stayed until 1946 when Mr. Ken Ferrier bought the drug store and the house 





Dr. B. Prior, De. Currie and Dr, Russell were here for short periods 
following this, 

As there wos no residence for a doctor, some of the business men of the 
Village desided to do samething about it. Nine men put up a thovsand dollars 
tach: they purchased a fot on George Steeet and built a house and ofice 
Mr. H.C. Bowes supervised the work 


Dr. Ross was the fest doctor ta tive in the new residence. After his 
departure, Dr. Witton from Erin hed sn office for some time in Mr. Moreh 
Leader's apariment biting, 


In 1953, Dr. John Stcer bought the residence, He sold it and gave up his 
practice here in 1966 to move to London, Ontario. 
Hillsbrgh has no resident doctor at the present time 


DRUG STORES 


John Sorby had a drug store in the small building where Gray's Locker 
was built A Fred Himes worked for Sorby first and then began his own drug 
store where Glassord's Butcher shop ws later, 
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1m 1907, Dr, Allan Gibson built and used the red brick twostorey building 
that we know s6 the drug store, Dr. Gibson was followed by Dr. E. C. A. 
Reynolds and K. G, (Ken) Ferrer, In March 1949, fim Gray brought the Dra 
Store. aded si more stools tothe lunch counter begun by the Pertiers, made 
fn modern apartment in the Opstais and lied there, Mr. Gray) was not a 
pharmacist, but he carried patent medicines, gis, stationery and provided 
Tupolies fo the local sshools-The young people of the community always poured 
their oubles into his wife More's syimpathlic car. On June 1, 1966, Hugh 
Henning took ver the busines. 





NURSING HOMES 


When the flu epedemic of 1918 stuck, Miss Catherine Carmichiel who 
had been nursing in Toronto, returned home to assist Dr. Gibson during the 
frist: However she remained to do local nursing for many years. Mr. and Mrs. 
Franch McPherson have been carrying on a Nursing Home here since 1989 
Before them, Mes. Allan Adams had a boarding hme for elderly people 


DENTISTS 


The older residents of Hillsburgh recall having teeth pulled by a Dr. Skianer 
who came one day a week from rin and had his office over the present Post 
Oftice. Following thi, Dr. James M, Abbott came from Erin, once a week, 
fant his duties heeame foo heavy. At about the same time, H. N. Rathbun, who 
Iived on i farm atthe corner of the Ath line and #22 sideroad, was doing dental 
work in his home, He also visited other homes to provide service. Later, he 
ind his wife, Rachel Awrey, moved to the house in Hilsburg, now owned by 
‘Mrs. James Allan, and he hid his office in the house 


Tn November 1925, Dr. Allan J. Buchanan openei his office above the 
store then owned by Charles Hall and son William. Later, be had offices, fest 
pwtuirs and then downsais, in the Morrsh Leader apartments. In 1929, he 
moved to Acton, returning once a week to his Hillsburgh office until 1948 
Using the Bachapan office, Dr, Bonar Bracken of Grand Valley came once a 
wel 


Im June 1980, John Hollinger took over the Buchanan office and served 
the area fulltime for two years. Since 1952, there has been no dental service 
in Hilkbured 


VETERINARIANS 


‘Aa 1890 copy of the Beaver shows, Babe as having his veterinary office 
in Gales Hote (Exchange) Ds. Thornton hid his office in small building where 
George Hall now lives, He # also known to have lived in Mrs. James Allen’ 
howe and in Mrs. Stanley Halls house, Charles (Doc) Davis later carried on 
Posines from the hovse below the tricks where Bertha Bverson lives and his 
fn remedy seemed to be, “Give him sts and bran mash.” Dr. Asbley, from 
Brisbane, (Gen Bristol) also served te area 
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UNDERTAKERS. 





Jn the 1880% John Viner living where Ivan Gray's house f, made caskets 
At an eacly date, a Me. Rinhart was undertaker. 

D. H. (Dvgalé) Thomas had a furniture store and undertaking establishment 
where the Municipal Building is now. He may have introduced Credit buying, 
8 we fiind on the hick of a song book he put out, these words: “Don't wat 
A you have the money; ask for terms and you will find them eas. This 
building wil be remembered as having © large sky light, and. the. wallpaper 
books were displayed under this lighting 





Next came Wilfred Ture, living in the stone house across the street His 
son, John, is now an undertaker in Orangeville 


In May 1928, H. C. (Clitfod) Bowes bought the busines from Mr, Turner 
Wiliam Bowes, his father, helped in the furniture sore. In 1937, Mr. Bowes 
bought the large “Lacey house” at the corner of George and Main Stces, and 
‘in 1939 built an ston on the George Steet side for turnitrs, He converted 
the dowastacs of the orignal house to Funersl Home and made an opartatent 
over both. When he moved to the new location in 1939, the former sore was 
Sold to Bil Sutton to be used as a flour and feed sore 


From 1952 to 1959, Clinton Swackhammer carried on the business, with 
fur present Funeral Director, Dave Butcher, taking over une. 1, 1959. With 
8 growing furniture business, he has already fad to enlarge his showroom st 
the back 


BANKS 





‘The first bank in Millsburgh was a private bank, lected where the port 
ifce is now, and owned by Alexander Richardson of Grand Valley. He came 
fone day a week to Erin and one day a weok (o Hillsburgh, He sold to the Union 
Bank (1905) and it vas still known as the Union Bank when it moved to is 
preseat location. It was while Mr. C. E. Hillon was Manager thit it besame 
The Royal Bank of Canada. Managers remembered are: Walter Duthie, Percy 
Roberts, Fdgar Good, Wiliam Beatty, C. E. Hilton, Harry Richardson, (grandson 
of the frst hank owner), Wallace Napper, Atchie Pow, Hugh Oxley (1967) 


‘There have heen two bank hold-ps. The first one was in 1944 when Mr 
Hilton was manager. Late in the evenins, three masked men entered the 
apartment above the bank and forced Me. Hilton, at gun point, to 20 downstairs, 
demanding that he open the bank vault. He finally convinged them that the 
time lock was on for the sisht, and that even he couldn't open i. After taking 
bout $25.00 fram the Hilton’ they bound theie hands and let. This robbery 
‘was never solved, 

On April 12, 1960, a bold noom-hour holdup was staged, when about 
$4000 was taken. Because Muriel Dymek had joted down the car license 
‘umber and was able give it to the police, the robbers were captured at Palgrave 
fn Tes thon an hovr. The experience leit Mr. Oxley an his saffof Taobel 
MacDonald, olla Roszell and Laverne Swift a bit shaken, to say the least 
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MUILDERS 


[Alex Hyndman (living beside the Disciple Chureh) was an catly carpenter 
in Hillsburgh, end worked with a contractor by name of John Bingham, In 
1890 they were attracted 9 Toronto by & building boom there, After a slomp, 
MMe. Hydman returned ad had « planing mil, operated by horse power, where 
the United Church is now. 


“Two brothers, Charles and William Smith, were stone masons and not only 
worked on foundations for houses and barns, but built several fine homes of 
cut granite, Mrs, Archie Wilron’s and Howard Awtey’s (Mr. Smith's own home) 
are two examples, Charles Smith also built many bridges — the one on the 
Station Road being a fine example. Mr, Hyadman’s daughter, Orphs, married 


‘Charles Sith in 1911, 





EE, and J. Rodgers were carly stone masons also, 


Mr, William Robertson, brothersindaw of the Smith Brothers, was «brick 
layer and laid brick for most of the houses in town. So with Smith Brothers 
Taying the foundations, Robertson and Puckering doing the brieklaying. and 
plastering, Alex Hyndman the carpenter work, and a team of painters from 
Orangeville completing the job, houses were soon completed, The Royal Bank 
building having been builtin the early 1880's is an example of their splendid 





workmanship. 


Isaiah and John Awrey setled on Lots 24 and 25 in 1889, having purchased 
the property from Gooderham and Wort. They bollt the grist and cider mill 
fnd established brick Kin inthe hillside, jost West of the mil. Ta 1894, using 
Clay from their own faim, forthe brick, they built the two large, red brick 
fous on the Station Road also the busines block now owned by MeLschlan’s 
sind Morish Leader 


A brother, Ben Awrey, built the residence at the station now owned by 
Jerry VenZoolen. The cell of thie house was especialy constructed for potato 
Storage. Ben built Mrs, Thomas Keenan's house on George Steet also 


John Awrey built the lage cement toiling beside the C.P.R. tracks for 
potato storage, Bruce Moretts has converted this into a furniture factory, 
Showroom and vesdence, Their fine chaits and chesterfield sites are upholstered 
in the old Town Hall, also owned by Moret, Beginning operations in. 1958, be 
now employs about teh men inthe wood-working sop and eight for upholsterng 
Tt certainly is Hillsbarghs main industry, but because of the skills needed, much 
of the help is not local. 





Having gone from log homes to large brick two-storey homes, by the 1920's 
Wiliam Somerville began building the smaller homes known as 4 storey and 
half There ave atleast seven or ight homes in town that be bul 
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‘Other carpenters have been James Suget, Stanley Booth, Joe Hall, Albert 
Royce, Howard! Graham, Jim Cheyse and Tancey Cheyne 

Being confined by farms on the East and a series of ponds on the West, 
building sites are very scarce, 

Cockburn snd Harrison ran a box factory and planing mill where Wayne 
Kaights hovse now is, Part of this factory was sed for the back kitchen of 
the brick house later built on the site, and another part taken across the road 
1 the lot direedy north of the Towa Hall 

J 1948 C. R. McKinnon bought the property directly south of the Town 
Hull and built & woodworking shop and lumber storage on the lot, He cartes 
fon a lumber and ilding supply business 








TINSMITH AND HARDWARE STORES 


One of the older tinsmiths was Robert Galbraith. Joc MacMillan and 
Willams Lawson had a hardware and tinsmith business where Mrs, D. Reid's 
sore js, and Fon Nodwell «general store and hardware in the Leader building 

In 1895, Duncan McConnell opened a handwase store in the bulding 
occupied now by F. Gray, then he moved to the brick building known now, for 
lover fity years, es "MeLachlan's" His brotherilaw, Wesley Faulkner, did 
the tinsmithing for him. 

In 1914, he sold out to William McLachlan and the business i sill caried 
‘on by Alex and son Bill, as W. A, MeLachlan and Soa, The car solesroom is 
divining the hardware slore. After McConnell sold the hardware busines to 
Metachlan's, Wes Faulkner started his own plumbing shop where Ros Meee’ 

1 January 1930, Roy and Arthur McConnell porchased the plumbing and 
hardware business from their uncle Wes Fanlkner and carried on where Ross 
MMeFee is now. Jack Fautkner, who had been helping his father st up shop where 
the Locker later stood 

Ty 193%, Aet McConnell moved. ta 
returned, just winen oll eating was beine 
have installed most of these fornaces in the comanuniy 

From 1946 until 1951, Walter MeFee was in partership with Roy 
MeConnell, Inter having an’ electrical supply store for about a year in the 
verdell store (then owned by Mrs. James MeKitrick, whose daughter, Tessie 
ined the smaller half of the sore at @ Specialty Shop, selling Tedes’ and 
children’s wear) 

(On December 1, 1986, Ross McFee bought the McConnell hardovare business 
tnd he and his wife Lois added toyn dishes and gift items to their stock. 





business clewhere, but in 1948, 
dived and he and bis son Stuart 






BARUERS 


In 1887, the Erin Advocate mentions Johnston Smith os a Hillsburgh 
barber, fut sehen most people thiok of Hillburgh barbers, dhe immediatly 
think Of Bille Everdelt who had the double store on the cast side of Main 
Street, using one half as a variey stow and the other as a Barber shop. The 
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children of fity years ago will reall the wonder of going upstairs at Christmas 
time to see “Toyland” in this store. When Mr, Everdell decided to reduce his 
stock, it took Bill Gray, the local avetionesr, one whole aftermoon in the Town, 
Hall 10 dispose of the slre contents, there being everything ftom snow shoes 
and fishing tackle to fine cut glass dishes, For a tine there were wo chairs 
In this shop, and Howard Cox worked here. Mr. Everdell war also a great 
weather prophet and a Inter owner found dates, and the weather for those 
dates, writen on the walt of «small clost under the stair. 





‘A. Jack Warden (not the present one) hada barber shop where Ross 


MeFee's store i, for a short time. Mr, and Mrs, William Nixon (nee Nettie 





‘Awcey) lived in the apartment then known as the Axrey buillng, and thee 
ton Normaa, ha a barber shop and pool tables downstairs, Then came George 
Wheeler, husband of Hesie Avrey 


Sack Campbell next opened 9 barber shop where Jack Warden's ees srading 
station i and lived where Norman Somerville tives, on Ana Steet. Next 
ame Bill Grundy — now in Erin —snd in 1940, Alex Duncan, our present 
harbor, ought the business, Me carried on inthis location till was needed for 
‘exe grading. Then he bought a shop farther up Main Stzet hesde tbe Municipal 
building 


HAIRDRESSING 


Marguerite Coe did airdeesing in her parents hotel, end could doa 
Jovely marcel wave, with hot marcel irons, before the present finger waves 
became popular. Mrs, Alex Duncan, Mrs, Ron Harnden & Mrs. Howard 
Graham presently do hairdressing in their homes, and Mrs. Tack Anthony 
(Margaret Hall) and Mrs. Ken Reilly (Marilyn Gray) have done hairdressing 
in town, on certain regular das 

CREAMERY AND MILK ROUTE 


‘George Baldwin owned a creamery behind the present United Church and 
‘Awrey Bros, built a creamery on their property in the corner bordered by the 
CPLR. tricks and the Station Road, This ereamery was run by Elmer and Jack 
Madill and was destroyed by fie i 1906. 





Since Will Hall's and Jobn & Tsui Awrey's farms were practically in 
town, people came with their pile for milk, prices beiag Se. a pint, 10e. a 
‘quart, and 206, 2 guar for cream, The first dooriodoor delivery was made 
by John Souter, then by Harry Hall and Sons. Waldie Steen and Sons were also 
<alivering milk from thei farm at the fh line corner. Mungo Nodwell took over 
from Steea's; Hob Lang from Frin next; and then Fed Stcen bought the Erin 
Dairy in 1948 and hs been delivering pasteurized milk ever sine. During the 
wwinler of 1942, 4 terrfle snow storm closed the roads for days and the late 
Finnie Miler pulled silk, on « toboggan, up the track from rin to houses 
with babies, 
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EGG GRADING STATIONS 


Jn 1944, before buying Hall's store, Harman Leader opened Hilsburgh's 
fest egg grading station in his aparument building. His brother, Mortsh, took it 
‘over in 1950 and gathered eggs on a regular routes well 

From 1964 until 1966, Murray Binnie opersted the business, which closed 
‘August 31, 1966 

John Warden opened a second egg grading station in the fall of 1955 in 


connection with his grocery store. I sill operates under the name of Hilsburgh 
Produc, 


BUTCHERS AND LOCKER PLANT 


Early: buteber shops appear to hive been where Ross McFee's store now 
|. Butchers known to have been there were: Andrew Hunter, William Mallen, 
Norman and Jim Pour; and John Spedding, Spedding delivered mest 1o the 
farm homes, as did Thomas Boyle, who operated from the shop later known 
18 Glassford's. A'Mr. Gow had a fish wagom and made his rounds every Monday. 
His call of "Fresh Fish" could be beard 4 mile nway (iti sid). Calin Robertson 
had a fish shop where George Tileoxs house i 


Fred McMillan then ran the lower Glassford shop, with Mac. Hotlingee 
(other of John Hollinger who served here later as a dentist) as butcher. 


‘Then, about 1914, Glassford Bros. — Bil and Doug. — opened in the shop 
beside the Drug Store. Later, Doug. went to Toronto and Till had theving 
business When Bills health began’ to fal, hi wif, Margaret, helped in the 
ore and later carried on alone, until after his death. In 1964, she closed the 
shop and rented the space to McEnery Agencies for an insurance office. Fa, 
Dymck bought the equipment and Mrs, Glasford. carried cn in the Meat 
Department of their sore 


‘Arnold Rathbun opened butcher shops at wo different times: about 1932, 
in Gray's building, and in 1939 in the bulding that joined Bill Sutto's feed 


In November 1944, Frank Gray began tearing down the small attached 
building which had howsed Jack Fautkners tinsmith shop and was leer ted 
25 a cutting room by the Brin Townshio Red Cross, With the help of Bo Mann 
tnd Joe Hall, he had a modern Locker plant ready for operation by May 1945, 
Tt was a fow presire system, with no overhead cols 


Alex Bessey hung the fest quarter of beef in the cooler and he and his 
father, Leonard, (who had cut meat for the Reet Ring) cut many a beet for 
those who did not feel capable of cutting their ov. 

With the advent of Home Freezers and pressure of Mr. Gray's accountng, 
insurance and manviactaring busines, the Locker was closed November 30, 1963, 


RAKE SHOPS 


‘The small brick builing on Jack Warden's fot housed the ake oven used 
by euny bakers, No doubt they used the store (0 sel their wares, Joseph Grundy 
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(lather of Rusell and Roy Grundy who had bake shops in Erin) was the 
caliest baker remembered. A man by the name of Switzer was thought o have 
been in partnership with him. Next came Jack and Fred Rice and thea a man 
hy the name of Sleeper, Davie West was followed by his somindaw, William 
Holt. The Holts also had an ice cream parlour in conection with theit store 
and sold groceries as well. The Holt family sold the busines to John Hall and 
moved to Hamilton, Both Mr. and Mrs. Hall added to the musics life of the 





When Mr. Hall moved to 2 business in Lucknow in 1938, he sold to his 
nephew, George Ellenton, whose daughter, Hlinor, helped inthe store. Tn 
Seplember 1952, the present owners, Jack and Betty Warden, booght the sor. 


In October 1931, Me. and Mrs, Best Weeks and Bert Jr. moved from Alton 
and Mr. Weeks began baking inthe coal-fired oven and sling from zon Hal's 
Store, and he also delivered to the farms. Bob Somerville drove the bread tuck 
tnd later Bert Jr. About cvo years later, Weeks opened their own bake shop 
jn the downstairs of the present Leader apartments and the Weeks family lived 
upstairs, 





When Hacman Leader bovsht the general sore from Mrs. William Hall Je. 
in October 1948, he installed a more modern bake oven In the building attached 
to the rear of the store, and Mr. Weeks baked there. However, a disastrous 
fire, in this section of the builng, in 1951 destroyed the equipment. The newt 
‘gasfized oven was placed nthe store basement and when the store was sold ia 
December 1955 to James MeLaren, the bake oven was moved to the Leader 
partments and continued in use until Mr, Leader moved to Creemore in 1957. 


PARKS AND SPORTS 





Hillsburgh has always been» community keenly interested in sports, and 
fone dare not pick out any outstanding athletes because there have been so 
‘any. Before the present park was provided, boys gathered therefor ball games 
‘The field then belonged to the Donaldson’ and Carmichael farm. Later they 
played in a field on the Nodwell farm, just below the present. Presbyterian 
Manse, A group of busiest men put up the $800 to buy the present park, and 
it was called Victoria Park, (jokingly elled “Sunburn Park" by many because 
ofits lack of shade), A race track was laid ont and a small two-tore¥ bulding 
‘was placed beside the tack, This building hoosed a booth below and a judges! 
Stand, oF bandstand, above. The judges’ stand was reached by a set of outside 
steps 





‘The Spring Horse Show, sponsored by the Brin Ageculture Society, was 
‘THE big event in the Park, ‘This was the tine for ll the women to appear in 
thelr new spring outfits. We learn that the Horse Show was first held on the 
fract of land behind Albert Faleoner’s house, (this being a hotel at the time.) 

Tater, Garden Parties were held in the park with as many as three or 
four organizations holding 2 garden party in one season Jimmy Faux was the 
best known of the enfersiner. In 1927, the Women's Insitute (then known. 33 
the Hillsborgh Junior Women's Institute) was instrumental in having @ permanent 
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platform, with dessing rooms, builtin the Pask for the som of $100. They 
flso helped build the swings and teters. The stage and the bandstand have now 
isappested and a new booth has been bull, 





The Park has also been the home of the Hillburgh Rifle Club which 
the oldest, in Ontario. It was orgunized in 1886 by a group of teen-aged boys 
from SS. #5 East Garafraxa who had been meeting on Neil McCormick's farm, 
Some of these boys were: Malcolm, John and Jim Milloy; Charles and Joe 
Dyer, Neil McCormick; Samuel, Rober and Will Node. 





In October 1948 when the Club sebrated its Diamond Anniversary, 
Charles Dyer was the only living charter member and was presented with & gold 
pin and wallet, 


In 1964, Clarence Bryan and Alex Duncan organized a Junior Club for 
boys over twelve years of age and there are sixteen boys presently carying. on 
the teaditon of fine matksmanship 


Because of th great interest in bl, it was decided that floodlights would 
extend the playing season gredtly, and in May 1950, wth Tom Hope as president 
‘Of the Business Men's Assocation, this project was undertaken, Six S0-foot 
poles were shipped in from British Cohimbia and the Ontasio Hydra gave 
the local organization great usistance. Robert Saunders, chairman of the Ontario 
Hydro Commission, ofiited at the teniag on of the lights on May 24, 1950, 
‘The cost of $5,000 was raised on notes and paid off in year and a halt. The 
Hillsbrgh Senior ball team was srnner of the TriCounty League tophy for 
Six years in a row (1987 — 1962), and the 1966 Gina’ Team made a splendid 
showing. With nineyiwo Junior boys registered for play in 1967, and 3 
irl! team, and no doubt, the Senior boys* team ready to go again, basabal 
‘wll not acon die out in Hilsburg, 


‘Aweey Brothers also established a Park atthe end of George Strect, There 
was @ pavillion, band stand, anda wharf for boating on the pond. Sunday 
School picnics, ete, were held here. However, the pond was shortly sold to the 
Caledon Mountain ‘Trout Club and this park was shor lived 





Other sports that have been enjoyed, for short periods, were lan bowling 
fon Isaiah Awreys lawn tennis on Dr. Gibsons lawa, and shutlle board behind 
the bank. In the carly 1930, a tennis club was aghin organized and a court 
built where Lawrence Sargent’s house now stands. It was Hit for night playing 
Funds being low and repairs needed, the court was sold to Frank Johnson, 
Erin, as x building Jot, and the money used to place a playing surface in the 
north-east comer of the Park, This surface was unsatisfactory and no more 
tennis was played 


Horseshoe pitching was enjoyed in the 1930's, first behind Gray's Feed 
Store, and later tehind Lacey's store. Horseshoe Pitching contests were held at all 
the Fall Fairs snd Bill and Joe Hall were often among the prize winners 

‘One must not forget the many splendid plays staged. over the years the 
nights of practice providing. a winter of enlertainment, Splendid talent” was 
developed dnd Mrs. Bert Weeks produced and played ia many of these dramas, 
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TOWN HALL 


We have been unable to establish the corect location of the frst Town Halls 
tome remember Nomination Meetings in a building beside How's store and 
‘others belive it to have been on the lot diestly north of the brick Town Hall, 
land some where the Presbyterian Manse is. The next Town Hall was bull ia 
1887. The Oddfellows and Workmen Societies were jointly responsible for its 
being bull Ie was a two-storey brick building, the second storey being used 
forthe lodge room af the two societies. The general contractor was John McNally 
fand he is said to have taken the contract st $1,000 and lost money, ‘The 
contractor for the brick work was John Hunt and Son, Brampton, The date 
sone is a work of art, showing, beside the name and date, two maple leaves 
and & beaver eut in the sone. In later years, the upstairs was used by the Orange 
Lodge, the Public Library, and the Hillsburgh Band. The last event believed 0 
have been beld in the old Town Hall way a eard party by the Auxiliary Institue, 
And the converted oil furnace smoked so badly everyone went home looking. 3% 
though they had been at a threshing. Tt wax sold to Bruce Moret in 1962, 











Although the basement of the Township Municipal Building could be wed 
for small gatherings, the need for a public hall was urgent, The village teustacs 
held numerous mestings with the Township Couell, but no headway seemed to be 
made. Finally, the Hillsburgh Community. Association was formed, with Tom 
Hope as President, and work begin in 1962, The dressing rooms were torn 
from the front of the existing arena and the new cement block, ton-storey 
Community Centre was built parallel to the Main Stest, with the downstairs 
‘opening onto the arena ice sure, Toilets, dressing rooms, smack bar, committee 
oom an fire hall ke up the frst floor, with large dance floor, stage, cloak 
room and well-equipped Kitchen upstairs 





At times, the cost of $44,000 seemed almost out of reach, but with » 
$10,000 geant from the Ontario Goverment and Exin Township Connell siving 
$5,000 10 the Centre and $2,000 to the Fire Hall, $10,000 raised on notes st 
the bank; donations from the Lions Club; chetefisids and livestock donated 
for draws, a8 well as cash donations, it was room brought to a point where the 
numerous dances and fund-raising events took care of the halance. 


The Centre opened February 1, 1963, with over $00 in attendance. A 
hockey maich and dance were held, with Rey, Death dedicating the bulding to 
the youth of the community 





By October 1965, the building was fee of debt and had proved itvelf 10 
bbe wonderful asset to the community 


ARENA 


To provide ie surface for the children of the village, outdoor rinks are 
known to have been run by Paterson Bros. behind the present Dsmek store, 
Ai and Giff. Collins maintained one about 1907-08 where the present sink 
Dilly Hornet had rink in the pork and Fon Nodvell had one between the 
creck and his hardware store on Mai Sttet, The town ponds provided excellent 
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skating and while Hurray Tate was principal of the Public School here, he 
organized the first Skating Carnival, It was held on the pond with Alex and 
Flora MeLachlan winning the speed skating events. Dr. Reynolds just having 
‘moved to town, Mrs. Reynolds was one of te judges 


AU a stret dance eld in 1925, $1,000 was raised towntd building & 
‘Skating Rink; The committee formed fo this tremendous project was Steve Huxley, 
‘Mungo Nodwell, Dr. Reynolds, Robert Barbour and Alex MeLachan. ‘They 
formed a stock company, selling shares for $10 each, Then, as now, people 
fof the Bure got behind their undertakings, snd with EVERYBODY helping, 
the arena was stared late in October 1925 and was finished by Christmas, 
ibert Logean drew the plans on the back of a calendar and oversaw’ the work 
which was carried out by Billio Somerville and Bill Barbour with thir local 
helpers. On opening sight, Me. Loggun decided to take a tuen around the ice, 
only to fall and break an ankle 


When frst built, the arena housed a Ledies’ Rest Room, furnished with 
rockets, couch, etc. Soon it became apparent that the public was abusing these 


facies and the space was used fo increase the Rink Dressing Rooms 


In 1952, hockey regulations called for a larger ice surface and a 30-oot 
extension was added to the arena, This cost $3,000 and was handled by notes 
‘The Business Men's Association took charge of this 


With men and women curing, and boye wanting to play minor hockey, the 
‘weather was becoming too undependable; so in 1966, an arfcial ice plant was 
Insalled at » cost of $16,500, The Hilsbure Comaunity Association, with thee 
Present, Norman Cunningham, ws in charge; but as ostal, the Local men ted 
‘out in large numbers to work becs, thus cutting the cost The balance was 
financed hy notes and donations, an by the end of the fst season (Apri 1967) 
it was paid for, 


1966.67 was the first season for minor hockey ia Hillsburg and 112 boys 
were regiered, At the close of the setson, two hundred sat 10 a Father and 
Son banquet served by the players’ mothers. George Wheeler should be given 
fuch credit for organizing both junior hockey and baseball 


srorEs 


Although many of the stores have been dealt with in other chapters, the 
fone owned ty Willam Donaldson and John Carmichael seems to have played 
fa major role In Hillsburgh’s early life. They had 2 millinery shop psa and 
kept as many a8 three women busy. Late, Mille Boyle, assisted by. Myrle 
Hall, had a hat shop where Jack Warden's egg. grading station is, About 1910-11 
Mr. Donaldson retired nd Mr, Carmichael and soa, Jobn Je. carried on, 
felling to Chas. Hall Ister, Mr. Half’ son, Bill assisted him in the 
Sore and dhey bought eges whieh Bill took to Toronto by car. Shortly after 
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Howe's Store, Hillsburgh 


the father's death, Bil was killed in a car accident at Brisbane comer snd 
his wife, Loels, carried on unt Harman Leader bought the business and 
building, Jim MoLaren and his wife, Jean, are the present owners and have 
Added meat department to the former facilites, 





4, and Wilbon Patterson ran a general store where Dymek's 
later moving {0 the Leader building 





HJ. Lacey started the fit Lacey store in Frank Grays building, moving 
into the store on the corner of Main and George Streets when. Patterson's 
Jett, The building had been built by his father, George A. Lacey, and at this 
time, his brother George C. Lacey came into’ the busiaess with him. Later, 
hoe carried on alone again unt his sons, George and Gat, were old enough 
to assis. As well as having a well-stocked general store, Lacey's bought cream, 
eags, and. dressed fowl 


In 1929, George and Gar, formed Lacey Bros. and coatinued the business, 
selling to Bd and Morel Dymek in June 1956, Dymek's have also added & 
teat and frozen food department 


Dougal Reid bought the store used by the UFO. in 1928 and carried on 
a general store uni he met his death in x stone blasting. accident in. 1934, 
Mrs. Reid, who is over eighty, lives alone and carries on her store duties as 
well as making mumerous aprons and quills for sale 








Hillsurgh’s latest store is the Se. 10 $1.00 Variety store opened in the 
Leader apt, by Mr. and Mrs. Roy Brown, in December 1966 
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IMPLEMENT AGENCIES 


Bill Everdell had one of the cartier implement business and carried on 
in the building formesty used a a box factory (where Wayne Knights house 
is now), 


Later, part of thi building was taken across the road to the lot where 
Duncan McDougall’ house is now, and Willan Barden used it as the location 
for his implement and car siles business. Me. Barden next used Bil Glasfores 
turn before buying the large barn on Aan Street from Waldie Steen, in 1926, 
He sold this basiness to his son Melwood, who carried on an implement and 
farm supply business iil sold to Tack Graham, the present owner, in 1960, 
‘Mr and Mrs, Marden sll have their hackney show horses. 





Just prior to Mr, Barden's business, Charles Hall opened an implement 
tusnens inthe present Leader building, When R. R. Barbour and sister Mary 
‘Ann tired 19 Hillburah, he bought the implement business from MF, Hall 
‘Me Barbour also bought woot from a large surrounding area. After Mr, 
Barbour came John May, Barbour Bros, Wes. Beatty and Hill Sutton 


GARAGES AND CAR AGENCIES 





MMe. James Rossel, the Station Agent, had dhe fst ear in Hilsborgh, Wt 
vas a Regal purchased fp 1911 


COdaly enough, MeLschlan's, who have Held the Chevrolet ageney ere 
for fitywo years, had a Ford cat firs, which they secured from J. E, 
Smith & Co, Orangeville, in exchange for a horse and buy: 


However, white attending the CNE. in 1915, Mr. McLachlan saw that 
the Chevrolets hed slf-starters on them, and upon coming home, reported (0 
fis son Alex that they should be handling them. Alex immediately mae the 
tip to heir West Toronto office and made the arrangements. Later, when 
ars were, produced in the Oshawa General Motors plant, it was quite an 
homoge to be asked to make the trip to Oshava to drive home a new car 
for MeLachlan’s, Alex MeLachlan and. son Bill carry on the business at 
present and Eimer Reed has been in their employ since 1929, 


Tm 1922, Bob Sergent bought the property known as the Bysne Shop, 
from Einie Ward, who had vsed it ax blacksmith shop, Mr. Sargent sold 
avant cars and did garage work a well as having an implement agency. Ta 
nswer to an advertisment, Arthur Hert came to run the Sargent blacksmith 
Shop and boarded with the Sargent’ sll married, 


Me, Sargent was a very talented fnveutor but appears to have been about 
forty years ahcad” of the times, because in 1923, he invented a snowmodite, 
faving two sels of runners. and. propelled by ‘a ga engine and_sirplane 
propelior ‘The following year, using a car, he narrowed the wheel base, and 
‘vith runners on front and wheels in the fear there are those who remember 
Imtking tips to Guelph in this vehicle 





“About 1927, he mage a stow plow, and with it mounted on Jack Irwin's 
e 
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atone tractor, opened the road ftom Hilsburgh to Brisbane. Heavy snow 
Avitts caused the tractor gears to keep breaking so snow ploughing was given 
up for number of years 


In January 1946, Sargent sold his garage business to Tom Hope, the 
Preset over. The brick blacksmith shop at the rear of the property has been 
fom down and a heated ste shed built 19 house his two school buses. Me 
Hope and Norman Cunningham, with assistant drivers, Bert Awrey sod Jack 
Graham, tring the children to the Ross. R. MacKay public schoo 

Earlier makes of cars sold in Hilsburgh were Gray-Dort, by William Barden, 


tnd Ross MacKay; Hudson-Essex by" Wes, Faulkner; andthe Maxwell by 
CChavles Hall 


James Johnson built the garage where Ivan Gray is gow, selling it to 
Jim Loghrin, and he in turn to Ivan, who opened for business January I, 
1960, after aving served his apprenticeship in 'W. A. MeLachlan's garage, 





Johnson, owning the house directly north of the Baptist Church, thea 
built ® small garage on that property” and installed gx pomps. ‘When be 
‘moved to Fergus, he sold to Mr. Kurt, and shortly, they ‘sold to Bod and 
‘Theda Jansen, who built the small janch'room and called it “Track B." helt 
sominlaw ran the garage, In September 1964, Bert and Evelyn Rodgers 
bought the property and operate gas pumps, snack bar and small dining room, 
‘This is Hilsburgh’s only dining-oom, at the present time, In 1965, Hert put 
balla tables in the room adjaent 10 the garage 


Gerald Bayne and John Graham also supply gas to the motoring public 
‘CONSTRUCTION 


Russell Cax (Cox Construction, Guelph) begun in Hillsbargh, and Carl Dyer 
was in partnership with him for a about « yeer. David Barbour as well a5 
farming, bul vp the constrcton company, which was made. info” David 
Barbour and Co. Lid, in 1989. On January 1, 1966, he sold his equipment to 
Nalles Constustion, Acton, 


REAL ESTATE 


Real Estate agents seem to be fairly new to our way of life, as no one 
seems to remember who did it In olden days. Presently engaged (1967) in the 
business are Roy McConnell, Eesie Awrey, Dave Barbour and Mrs Alice 
Boyd. After retiring trom the furm, John MeFee also sold rel estate for time. 
‘Until it heath caused him to give it up. Albert Falconer carried onan 
extensive burines 











THESHERS 


‘The young people who see nothing but combines in use today can scarcely 
realize that at one time every farmer must havl his entire crop into the barn 
snd wait his turn for the local thresher to arrive. This operation went on into 
late fall, Easly threshers were: George Tarzvell, William McMillan, James 
Suit, Jack Irwin, Wiliam Barden, and then Ed, Lane and Bert Prive 
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PAINTING AND DECORATING 


Billie Cooper lived in the small building where Gray's tater wilt the 
Locker and had his shop at the back of the former blacksmith shop at Mill 
land Aan Strets, He was especially noted for woodwork grsining. Others who 
helped beautify Hillbursh homes were, Bille Hornet, Fred Smith, Clifford 
‘Thomson, John Caniphell, Doug Cazmichsel and Henry Pounder. In 1966, Paul 
‘Tocher opened a paint store in the former Bill Everdell store. Although sign 
painting is his main business, he has pant, wallpaper and floor coverings for 
fale 











BUS SERVICE 


Until 1942, pupils wishing to go to Erin Contination School were obliged 
to board in Erin all week, or find their own transportation to and from, 
each day. AS a resll, many parents thovght this too expensive and children 
were kept home after completing Public School. When we see the endless 
flcets of school buses in operation tay, we mst remember that Jobn (Mac) 
Maude of Orangevllo pioneered this movement in Hilsburgh. Driving & 





ge Packard car, he began making daily tips to Erin, with school pupil 
In 1942, Bil McLachlan, Jr, war among those first passengers. Later, Mr, 
Maude owned and operated the Royal City Cosch Line bus from Orangeville 
to Guelph, making a regular call in Hillsbugh. Passenger trade declined, until 
now there fs no bus or passenger rain service out of Hillsburgh. 


John Mavde also owned the Royal City Transpert which he sold to Stuart 
MeKinnon in August 1982, he, in tur, seling to Overland Express in 
October 1989 


‘One of these school buses was involved in Hillsburgh's greatest tragedy, 
‘when on January 28, 1960, the Erin District High School bus and CPR. 
Freight train were in coliion at the crossing on #22 sideroad below the 
Village. The ensuing fire Iook the lives of Kareen Awrey, Donna Jackson, and 
Gusron Koch, Calvin Leitch, the driver, died later ia bospital. One of the 
worst ice storms in history had ditrupted telephone service just a few weeks 
before, and when pupils gid not arrive home at the regular time, there were no 
phones in service to make calls. Even when tie accident became known, area 
hospitals could not be ealled to ascertain the extent of injures. 





FIRE, PROTECTION 


In the 1920' the Village tustoss bought the frst fire equipment. There were 
two barrels of chemical mounted between two wheels and it had to be drawn 
by hand if the fire were close, of behind a small truck, Probably the last 
time this equipment was used was at the house fre in 1942 when Mrs, Mark 
Carmichact Tost her life The present fire brigade are restoring it as their 
Centennial proj 
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‘When Bert Awrey's Feed Store burned on October 11, 1957, and it was 
feared more stores would be lost, these was gteat agitation for fire equipment, 
but not until the fire of February 24, 1963 that destroyed the Presbyterian 
‘Church and frame house beside i, was anything done. In the fall of 1965, the 
Erin Township Counel, at a cost of $29,000, placed fire truck and equipment 
in the two-door fire hall that had been builtin readiness to. years. befor, 
Ivan G. Gray was appointed Fire Chief, with Bob Cheyne as Deputy and Bob 
Evans, Jack Graham and Jack Leachman serving at captains. 


In 1966 the Village of Hillsburgh bought » used ol truck and converted 
in to a water tanker for added equipment, Much credit should be siven 10 
these twenty men who sive of their time to answer calls 0 prom. 


HILLSBURGH BAND. 


In 1946, cight interested people turned out for practice at the home of 
James Tarzwell. He had not expected to take over the leadership of the band, 
but duving the war years, difficulties were encountered and he set to work 
1 build it up. At one time there were ar many as 45 mennbers in this band 





He ao organized a Junior band, with the promise to junior members that 
When a certain degree of proficiency had een rected, they would be promoted 
One of the band members was Fred McMillan who hid attended’ the fest 
practice. of Hillsursh’s fist band, ity years 








‘The first outdoor appearance of the band was on May 8 1945, when 
they paraded through the streets of Orta, Hillburgh and’ Erin, joining in 
the victory celebrations for Germany's sverende, 





‘After four yeats, Charles Allen of Fergus took over Mr. Tarewell's duties, 

Their navy blazers worn with grey flannel skirts and trousers presented 
pleasing sight when gerforming at Garden Parle, jamborees, banguels, pleas 
and parades 

‘The band, sorry 10 say, has now disbanded. 

Besides Fred McMillan, other members of the earlier band were William 
Everdell, Mr. Haines, R, D, Nodwell and Bill MeNally, Their band stand was 
fat the comer of Main and Mill Stxets, about where the present telephone 
both is 





LIBRARY 


“The library has been housed in ¢ series of locations. The frst one remem- 
bored was at the back of Bill Everdell's store. Records of the present library 
show that i was established in 1922 and some of the ft books were bought 
With money raised by presenting a play. Joe MacMillan was librarian and it 
Was upstairs inthe Town Hall, For @ short petod, it was where Jack Wardes's 
98 grading station is, and in 1930, Mrs. Fred MacMillan became librarian. 

About 1981-32 a small house wat moved from the lot where George 
Lacey's house is, to the present site beside the creck on Main Siret, After 
being sven a siveco finish it hat scrved the community wel, as did Mrs 
MacMillan who. contined as librarian wail Mareh 1, 1968, when the preseat 
Ubarian, Mrs. Ros Leith, began her date, 


o 
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HILLSBURGH SENIOR WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 


‘The Hillsburgh Senior Women's Insitute was organized in Stanley Park 
Erin, on Jone 21, 1904. The first president was Mrs, C. J. MeMilan, and the 
first secretary-reasurer was Miss Libby MeMillan, Mrs, R. C, Nodwvell wat 
vice-president, She was also the first president of Centre Wellington District 
For a short while, Erin and Hillsburgh held meetings alternately. 


‘The Sokh Anniversary was held in the Disciple Church, Hlsburgh, in 
June of 1984, Miss Ada Curtis, © charter member, gave an historical addres 
We find that the ladies were very active in community activities, reliet work 
for various causes, and tying (0 live up to their moti, “For Home and 
County." During te frst world war, they were kniting and sending boxes 
of teats overseas every month to the boys fom this community. They ere 
William Nodwell, Harold MoConpetl, Kotert. MeNally, “Hugh MeMillan, 
William Hornet, Exnie Royce, J. Hustibie, Howard VanWyck, Jack McLachlan, 
T, Tarmwell, Ed. Nodwell, Bernie Rasall’ and. Miss Marjorie’ Carmichos. 


In ater years, they supported and canvassed for the Canadian National 
Institute for the Blind, as their main project. 





April of 1966, with many regrets, it was found best to disband, and 
0 closed another doot of history. 

The last President was Mrs, John McFee, and the last Secrtary-Treasurer, 
Miss Jean Sinclair. 


HILLSBURGH AUXHLLARY WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 


This Taste was formesly the Hillsbureh Junior Women's Insitute. The 
organization meeting, held Sanuary 18, 1922, took place at the conclusion of 
2 short course in Domestic Science and Home Nursing held in the Christian 
Church basement 


The first exeoutve choven were as follows: Presdent—Maude Ort; Vice— 
Presdont—Gladys ‘Nodwell; Secretary Treasurer—Ida Wheeler (Ist 3 months) 
and Margaret Dyer (remainder of the yest) Dirsclors~Florence Sinclait and 
Peasl MeLachlan, 


CCharter members were: Maule Ort, Ka Whesler, Margaret Dyer, Florence 
Sinclair, Lula Berry, Belle Delaney, Elsie Dyer, Gladays Nowell, Flora 
McGill, Annie Burrows, Donelda MeGil, Bidah Barbour, Else Barbour, Clara 
Tarawel, elie E. Jackson, Hazel Bryon, Pearl McLachlan, Elsie Thomson, 
Myrile Hall, Elva McAlister, Vera Bryan, Fer Thompson, Ean Sutton, esie 
Lacey, Verna Gray, Alice Lush, Marjrie White, Irene MéDougall and. Minnie 
Hull 


‘On May 15, 1947, the Siver Anniversary was celebrated with a special 
reeling and afternoon tes in the Cihristan Church basement. Mis. Florence 
adie trom the Institutes Hranch, Taronto, was guest speaker 

‘At about this time, members who ad’ belonged for fftesn or twenty 
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years realized that the name “Junior” was becoming a bit ridiculous; then 100 
there was a group of young girls in the community to form «new Junior 
Women's Institute, so in June 1948, i became the Hillsburgh Ausliary 
Itt, 


‘The Tnstiute aims to work for “Home and Covniry” and during World 
War IT they were praised at @ District Annual meeting for haviag given the 
‘most money. of any aret branch, toward war work. Since the Community 
CContee opened, thay have given the window drapes and dishes to set for over 
fone hundred. ‘Their Centennial projct iso be further improvements to the 
Cente. 





“The President for the frst half of 1967 was Mrs. Hugh Oxley and for the 
1967-68 year, Mrs. Oliver Somerville. Mrs, Mercer Jackson is Secretary 


JUNIOR INSTITUE 


‘The Erin Township Junior Institue wat organized on May 20th, 1948. 
The firs mecting was held in. Coe’ Hote. Elinor MeKinnon (Barbovt) was 
fected. President and Mary E. Curva, Secretary-Treasuer. There were 18 
‘members 





‘The meetings were held in conjuction with the Erin Township Junior 
Farmers and beld in Hillsburgh and Ballinafad Halls and in the homes of the 
members 


11 was an active group participating in County and Provincial competitions 
and Field Days. Many local community” activites were sponsored ineliding 
‘church services plays, garden parties, dances, et 

From this group, Mildred. Parkinson was appointed @ Junior Provincial 
Board Member of the Federated Women's Institutes of Ontario for 1951-1953, 

‘The group disbanded in April 1956, Mrs. Dick Buckles was President and 
‘Mrs, John Reid, Secretary-Treasurer. Others holding. office were: Mildred 
Parkinson, Jeanette Graham, Verna Beaty, Milie Robinson, "Annie Leitch, 
‘Mrs. Gordon Gregson, Jean Sinclar, and Mrs. Easl Suton, 


‘CENTURY FARMS 
“MacMURCHY HOMESTEAD FARM 18551967" 


Donald MacMurchy was born in Cantyre, Argysher, Seodland on Apri 
10, 1828, coming to Erin Township with hie parents at the age of thirteen, 
He lived on the eighth line, lot 23, util 1855. 

He marsied Mary Green and purchased tho farm above Hillsburab, 
Concession 7, lot 26, from Alexander Grant, for $800. Interest on the mortgage 
at this date was 6%. 

‘There were four sons—Thomas, Norman, John and Chailes; two daughters 

Mary and Rose. The log house was replaced in 1875 at an estimated cost 
of $1,500. 

Charles MacMurchy, youngest son, marred Fannie Reed ia 1903 and 
(ook over the farm. There were four children—Helen, Donald, Olive and 
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‘Norms. 

Tn 1911, the present burn was built. Several years later, @ Delo plant was 
installed "generate electricity until the Caledon Electric power came to 
Hillsburen 





Donald married Mae Foliot of King in 1986 and took over the farm, 
“There are three childeen-—Rober, Charles and Mary. 


‘A smaller barn was built in 1963 on part of the original foudation 


“NODWELL CENTURY FARM. 1838—1967" 


The Nedwills (he orginal name) came from county Londonderry, Ireland 
and were Presbyterians. Loss of a valuable stock of horses by anthrax seems 
to have had an influence on their decison to come to Americ, 


Willis Nodwell snd his second wife, Letitia Dunn, with theie family, 
landed in Quebec in the Fall of 1838 and are suid to have travelled ll the 
way to Fein in wagons drawn by oxen, 


Coming to Toronto, Willi Nodwell tooked at a farm on Yonge 
Steet; also st the Henderson farm on the seventh lin, west of Georgetown, 
but came on to lot 24, eight concession, of Frin. It is believed he paid the 
same price per acres that asked for the two farms he had looked a 


“The first log buildings are believed to have been much farther in from 
the road—probubly where the present grove of pine tress ae. 





Misfortune again struck, because within a year, the house and all its 
contents were lst by fre. He then gold the north-ast half of the lot to Angus 
McMorchy anda new log house, barn and stables were built near the site 
fof the present farm buildings 





A new frame bara was bull in 1857 and added to from time to time. The 


large brick house was built in 1868 





William Nodwell, the original owner, died in 1848. His wil, written by 
the late Wiliam How, divided the farm land between his sons Robert and 
“Thomas, Robert bought 100 acres of land in East Gararaxa and traded i to 
Thomas for his balf of the home farm, thus Becoming sole owner of the 
homestead 

Robert's ton, R.., took over the farm operations about 1895 a the 
time of his marriage to Lillis Young, At this time, the brick house at the 
fntrance to the lane was built for his parents and an unmarried sister to 

RR. D. and son Mongo carried on extensive farming operations, being 
specially well known for the growing of seed potatoes. 

"About 1926, Mungo assumed the farm responsibilties and he and his 
wife, Lilln Ferguson, Kept a large dairy herd 

‘sine Mungo’ death in 1963, hi daughter Mary and husband, Dick 
‘Buckle, have rented the farm. This farm has always been known as “Homestead 
Farm” 





« 
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5. S. No.7 


TWACHERS AT CEDARVALE SCHOOL 


Albert Roberton previous to 1901 


Record Commensing at 1901 








1901-1904 Miss Annie E. Fielding 1923-1934 M. Arline Towise 
1904-1908 Miss Mabel Thomson” 1934.1938 Marjorie Thomson 
19094Ang) 1910. Mrs. Sullivan 19381942. Lean Aki 
WILI913 QM. Overland 1042. Myrtle L. White (ill Xmas) 
1913-1917 Mary M. Reid 1943-1946 Mes. M.G. Reed 
1918. Marion C. Morton 1946:1948 Mary Curie 
1919-1921 Rita Oakes 1948-1949. Mrs. Norma N. Lovell 
Rae A. Arnold 1949-1951 Mrs. Rath Papple 
oa. 1951-1954 Miss Joanne Julign (Turner) 
1922 Rae. A. Arnold 19541955 Ward Hamilton 
Ruth Lite 1955-1962 Mildred F. Watson 


‘A BRIEF HISTORY OF CEDARVALE 


1. In the year 1842, a log school house was bullt on the homestead of Mr. 
French, Lot 8. Sth line, now owned by Ward Hamilton farm. ‘The school had 
four small windows, one door and dit floor. The pupil st on wooden benches 

2. In 1865, a frame schoo! with a four-sided roof was built on lot 8 st 
Delow the first one. This school had only one door. Water was carried from a 
spring half a mile sway en Mr, French's frm, 


‘The interior of the school was dark and gloomy a6 four blindles windows 
Jet in insufficient light. There were long benches without backs, Some desks were 
fastened to the wall. A teacher's desk and stove were in the centre of the room. 
There was a small bsckboard, four foot square. In 1867, « brown metal con 
federation plaque was presented 10 the rural schools, 


‘Two well remembered teachers at this second school were Mr. Christopher 
Hamilton and Miss MeDonald 


3. In 1873, a new site war selected on lot 11. Another frame bulking with 
two small entry lobbies was built. In addition a small woodshed was built aoin- 
ing the west front comer. Here such thingy as the winter cord wood was stored 
along with the prized planks and blocks, that at Christmastime magically besame 
4 stage for the annual concert. These buildings were built by farmer and con: 
tractors, McDonalds 


Mr. Thompson Smith, Mr. William Grifin, and Me. Archie Sinclair were 
trustees responsible for looking after the building of the school on lot 11 
‘School opened in September with Miss McDonald at teacher the first three 
months and then Miss Young tausht 
During Mr. Homer MoLelland’s teaching term, bricks were purchased from 
Giver’ and the school was bricked. "The two small entry porches were now 
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Cedarvale School, picture taken in 1936 


torn down and a long frame lobby was built 

No fence was put up for some tventy years. Then a rail was put on three 
sides with w picket oe along the front A smll hand gate led tothe School entry. 

‘The first well wes dug in eas front corner of the school grounds but the 
‘water was not fit for drinking. One pupil tells of the teacher asking the girls 
not to change their “pinnies” forthe next day clases as they would be gathering 
Honesto fil athe well the next day. Much fo the teachers sorrow, the inspector 
‘made his annval vst the next day. 

‘Water was carried from Mr. Calin MeMilan’s lot 10 

Some years later (1909) another well was dug between the carly well and 
the school. This one was also replaced. 

‘A third and Inst well was dag in 1995 and is til sending forth splendid 
water. 

‘Alter the school was bul, spruce tres were planted along the front fence, 
and ate stil there; they are now very large trees 

‘As the school wat net in a clearing of cedars, a very thoughtfl teacher 
later gave the name "Cedavale” to the school 


In 1931, the schoolyard was enlarged to an acre from half an acre. A 
sonal creek which passed throuth the yard was foeed to change its course outside 
the grounds, The cost to the section for this land was sixty dollars. This half 
sore wus purchased from Mr. Willi Kenedy 

There were at first wooden sets, later icon framed double ones. In 1929 
they were replaced with single seas 

Dark paper was used as a blackboard first, then painted boards, and about 
1895 slate boards were Used 
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‘At one time two rows of stove pipes passed through the room from 
sanall box stove, then a single row of pipes after a chimney was built in 1929 


'A new ceiling was put in in 1901 and five years Inter a hardwood floor 
replaced the first wie pine boards 

“The fit flag pole wat put up in 1909. 

In 1928 the board of trustees purchased a plano for $200.00. 

In those early days the teacher had very litle, if any, equipment to aid 
them in their work. A. pupil of thore early days well remembers the willow or 
birch rod, the eat 0? nine tails and the dunce’ cap. 

Mr. James Kilgour was the inspector followed by Mr. J.J. Craig, after his 
death in 1928, Mr. L.P. Menaies took the position. Dr: G. ©. MeNab followed 
him, Mr. W. R. MeVittie was inspector from 1945 to 1959. Mr. S. G. Oakes was 
pointed for 1960. Mr. C. R. Whitfield i present inspector in the consolkated 
tools of the townships 

Much ofthis history wat gathered by Miss M. Thomson (1935) and recorded 
in one old the old resisters 
“These are some ofthe pupils who took up prfessions:— 

Mr David Burt—Dissiple minister 

Mr. Willian J. MeLean—a school inspector in Alberta 

De. Martha Smith—missionary to India 

De. Simuel Joinson—of Toronto General Hospital 

Mr. Robert Thompson-—an enginesr in a large American flour mil. 

Ms, Hilliard. MeMilan—civil engineer 

mn 1933 the flag pole was repaired. I cost $1.00 for peeling and painting i 

Daring 1934, the school was the recipient of a silver cup competed for cach 
year in the Erin Agrcultral Fait, Cedarvale won this cup in 3 succesive years 
fnd retained this cup. The competition was for the best decorated flost of 
farm produce, This cup was taken to Brisbane on the closing of Cedarvale 











In 1934, changes took place in the school itself. New lavatories were built 
inthe front lobbies replacing the early, very air conditioned ones. 


In 1935, cupboards were bull inthe back of the large window of the seiool 
8 the window was closed in 


‘Trustees in 1935 wore Messrs. A. Sounders, J, M. Leitch and J. Delaney. 
(Me, Harold. Griffin was secretary treasurer 


In 1935 a garden of two square rods (t the eastside of the schoo!) as 
started, This garden ws to be tended by teams of pupils. This was mainly to be 
ft vegetable garden. This project was given up at wandering catle sampled the 
fare and the weeds outanked the vegetables as summer holidays went on 


[Many of the erty records of the school were destroyed by an overzealous 
caretaker, Records previous to 1901 were destroyed by fire in about 1919. The 
fecords were thought as of noaccount and just filing up cupboard space. 





In 1939, the blackboards were lowered and new cupboard was built at the 
front east corner, This cupboard was used for a library and storage cupboard 
for supplies. 
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Grades 9 and 10 were taught at Cedarvale for many years as the cseasion 
demanded. Extensive equipment was purchased for the science course (expe 
Inens) as early as 1935, So with the aid of Florence flasks, beakers, the ball 
land ring a science program was successfully carried. on 





(On June 6, 1939, the sghool children were taken to Guelph to see King 
George and Queen Elizabeth, who were on a tour of Canada that year. 


After many years, & modern woodshed replaced the old woodshed that stood 
atthe front of the school. The new structure was placed atthe rear of the schoo! 





‘The school in is tine served many parpotes for its community. I served 
1s a Sunday School on Sunday afternoon for over 60 years. "The inspiration for 
this schoo! was the brain child of Dr. Martha Smith, a missionary to India 
‘who started it in 1903 or 1904, Dr. Smith was born and raised in Cedarvale 
fection, She received her public school education here and under her influence 
twas 2 guide inthe formation of the Sunday School. The fist superintendent of 
the Sunday School was Mr. George Grif. It was carried on as an undenomi- 
hetional class, Attendance st times botsts of 60 t0 100 people! Many folks 
from a far away as Mimose, Conningsty, Brisbane, Ballinafad and Ospringe 
attended regularly. Most came afoot or travelled by horse and culler ot bugsy. 





‘Much strong leadership was given in those gatherings and many remember 
the weekly fellowship withthe others ofthe different communities, 


‘A Woman's Institute was carried on from 1937-1947, Many war projects 
were carted on—such as kiting socks, packing ditty bags ee 


The school was also the hall for the annual ratepayers mecting, annual 
(Christmas concerts and Halloween partes. 


In 1943, the board was authorized to proceed as quickly as possible to have 
hydro installd. In carly 1944, lights burned forth from this eifice of learning 
enabling students to take part in their lesions as never before 


(Other minor changes took place in the war years as pupils came and went. 
“The rail fence around the school was replaced with the wite fence. The picket 
fence in the front disappeared. 


In 1958, the bell and belfry were removed from the school Steel sheeting 
replaced the cedar shingles Gone now was the bell, never to be turned over 
gain by the big boy, the rideepole lost is challenge! 


In September, 1960, an oil furnace was installed to replace the box stove 
No mote would gloves, overalls, costs and hats be dtied over the fireguard 
fround the old wood consimer. No more big blocks would be pile in the wood- 
Shed, to be carried thenee into the schoo! in preparation for 9 clk asses. 
[No more would the desks on skids be pushed around the firebox fo gain its 
maximum heaton those below zero days 





In September, 1961, a new teacher's desk and chair were purchased. ‘These 
tattr items were taken 0 the Brisbane Consolidated School when Cedarvale 
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closed its doors in 1962. A modern duplicating (Ditto machine) was also. pur- 
‘hused replacing the messy, time-consuming and inefficient hectograph pad 


So modern ways and convenient methods replace the lite red school houte, 
where at rocess saw boys and girls in winter time, practicing death-defying feats 
fn sheets of cardboard and sleds when wizzing down Lelt’s hill, Gone too 
fre those annual hunts at Christmas to find a tree in the bush. OF course, the 
excursion always took a full afternoon, while the more sliigent students prac: 
liced their parts for the Christmas concert, Gone too are those carly spring 
Accidental falls in the creek, and the following drying out process. Gone too is 
much rivalry in community pride in ball teams for the annual picnic held in 
Connection wth another schoal 





So, Cedarvale, we salute you i this our Centennial yer, 
SOME EARLY HISTORY OF SCHOOL SECTION #7, ERIN 


Lol 11 and 12—Mr. Kennedy, one of the men who helped survey Erin 
township, received as payment grant from the crown of 400 acres—Lot 11 
and 12 on the Sth line. An early pioneer cemetery was situated on Tot 11 on 
the Sth line on the highest point of elevation of land on Mr. Kennedy's property 


Later, stones from this cemetery were taken to the Conningsby cemetery 


Some of the pioneers buried here bore the names of Kenny, Kennedy and 





About 80 years ago, on lot 12, sth concession, a pioneer by the name of 
Peach, proceeded 0 cles his land. He started to burn some of the brush and 
stumps on his land. The fire got out of control and fanned by the wind went 
biazing through the bush. The whole woods and swamp was on fre! It burat 
through the concession. Pioneer buildings were blanketed with water for about 
44 week to prevent destruction to them. Finally the fie burned itself out. For 
feveral months, however, the fie smouldeed in the humus. Many years later 
new growth replaced the burnt cut area, 


[At one time there appears 10 have been in Cedarvale section an old 
blacksmith shop. Not much is known of it but it was located on Lot 9 





‘This farm was Isler owned by Mr. Chisholm, who sold to Mr. Lightle of 
Erin, It'was recalled that inside thee gate posts horse shoes were dug Up and 
‘other relics ofthe blacksmith shop were found by the Lighle family. Its thought 
that one of the gate posts at one time was the hitching post where the smithy 
shod the horses or to have been the port of the blacksmith shop. This shop is 
‘id fo ave Been about acrove from the second shoo! 


Mail was gathered from the local post office at Brisbane. Many a Jong walk 
‘or trip was made for the weekly mail fom the community. Rural mail began 
for thi area in 1917 


METHODIST CHURCH—LOT 85th CONCESSION ON sth LINE, 


‘This was one of the oldest churches of the community. Not too much is 
on 
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‘remembered of this charch in this community, It is known, bowever, that this 


Church had & very narrow front door. One of the members of congregation 
Srcithing over 200 pounds, was known to have had to enter the church sideways 


There was no organ in this old church and s0 the hymns had to be 
started by a member of the community. If Mr. John “Shine” Kennedy wasnt 
there to start the hymns the miniser would send for him as he was quite 
susie 


“The building was later removed from is site on lot 8 to the property of 
Me. Jack Harris lot. Ie vs used as a driving shed. About 1930  windsterm 
blew most of the building down. The stone foundation is stil there, 


CHANGE IN ROAD 


“The eatly roads usually took the easiest routes as time was as essential to 
them as t9 us. As a rel, road between the Sth and 6th lines Cater Highway 
24) went int the botiom of Leith’ hill snd up through Mr. Jim Leitch’s bush 
land. pated south-east of the present buildings and thence up to the Sth line 
Comer, This was to straighten the road and to avoid the gly. This particular 
Toad would have been built well over 100 years ago. Signs of this road stil 
may be found in Mr. Letc's bush 


4. M, LErTCHL 





“This property was taken from the crown in October 1824 by Mr. Hamillon 
Goring. Tr included 100 acres Arthar Goring was living here in 1846 


“The property first came into the Leitch name in February 6, 1855 when 
John Leitch purchased the farm. 


‘Various parcels of land have been appropriated for improvement ofthe rou, 
‘At onetime land was taken up throush the Leitch property following the slope, #9 
to avoid the gully Later other parcels were purchased to straighten the road 
and other parcels to widen the present 24 Highvay. 

John Leitch left it to Malcolm Leitch in 1883. As Malcolm wat sickly 
the farm went back fo his grandfather after Malcolm’ death in 1887. On the 
farm at that time were John Leitch und his wie and Donald (widower) 

Me. J.-M. Leitch purchased the fasm in 1929, 


Mr. 3. ML Leith has serv onthe schoo! touds of Sah elenetry and 


‘The present owners of the farm are Keith and Albert Leitch 
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‘THE SMITH CENTURY FARM, 
Lot 10, West, Con 6. Erin Township, 5 tine | 


"The crown deed Was taken out by Abraham Nellis, one of the 
‘est in Brin Township and was purchased by Alexander Cross in 3821, 


Matthew and Mary Smith purchased the farm in 18852, The Smith 
fomily wore United Empire Loyailst from Pemeylvania. 


‘The first Smiths reaching Ontario, probably settled in Linco!n 
County, before coming to Brin 


‘The son Matthew Thompson Smith and Rachel Smith received 
the farm in 1004, and their son Samuel Edward Ed.) Smith and his wi 
Aggie received the farm in 1993. Dr, Martha Smith, Missionary to India, 
wag a sister of Ra. Smith 





‘THE GRIFFIN FAMILY FARM. 


The west half of lot 11, concesion 6, Erin Township (Sine) has been 
‘owned, and occupied by the Griffin family since 1838. 

“The Crown deed was granted to Matthew Tallman on May 7th, 1832, but 
hie never lived on the farm, and sold it to Smith B. Griffin of Smithville in 
1838, for the sum of $0 pounds, who setled on it, and raised a family of 10 








Smith E, Griffin who is in his 98th year, receiving the 

‘Master Seed Potato Growers Award for the Province of 
Ontario in 1967, presentation was made by Everett Biggs, 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture, in the background seated’ 
is Smith R. Griffin, his grandson. 
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chikiren, He died in 1859, and left the farm to his son Wiliam M. who had s 
family of 6 children, and lived these until be reed in 1901, and moved 10 
Erin, leaving It to hit sen Smith E., who in turn made the farm over to his son 
Harold 1, and is now operated by his son Smith R. 








‘These are thece generations living on the farm at the peesent time, Seth 
E, who is in his 98th year, is stil quite ative, and interested in what is being 
done on the farm 


“The Griffins are of Welsh descent 


On October 24th, 1635, there sled from London, England, two ships, 
“The Constance” and ~The Abraham” hound for Virginia, these ships exeried 
132 young men, and 4 women, among the passengers on the ship Abraham were 
1 number of Welshmen, one of them being Edward Griffin, and our branch 
Of the Griffins are direct descendants of his He and a number of others Jocated 
fon Palmers Island and carried on trade with the Indians, and prepared staves 
from oak timber for shipment to England, 





1 is recorded that on February 28th, 1683, Edward Griffin acquired land 
at Flathush, Long Islnd, which he later sold'and moved to Flushing, New 
York ia 1657. Inthe records of Flushing 1683 he owned 20 acres of Upland, 
10'acres of meadow, 1 horse, 2 oxen, 5 cows, 3 swine, and 18 sheep. 


The date of Edward Grifin's marriage is not known, nor the family name 
of his wife, bat her christion mame was Mary, and they had 4 children 
“Taroe of his erandions, Richard, ‘Thomas, and Obadiah, fought wih the 
Loyalists ithe war of the American Revolution in 1776, Thomas was taken 
prisoner, and put in Albany jail, he was Wied by the so-called “Committec of 
Sfely" and sentenced to be hanged. When the jaler announced to him that he 
twas to'be hanged the next day, he sti, “The man who will hang me is not 
bora, he knocked down the jailer with his handcuffs, took his keys, and 
Iiberstedhimscif, and all his fellow loyalists, soon after, he and Obadiah, 
made their way to Nova Scotia, and their descendants are sill living there. 








“The other brother Richard, maried Mary Smith, daughter of Judge Abraham 
Smith of New York and they came fo Canada in 1786 

‘The journey through the wild country took six months, as they had to 
cet their way through dente underbrush and were fortunate i they succeeded 
in advancing 3 of 4 miles in a day, and camped at night bese a steam, it 
tas difficlt to slecp, with the wolves howling, and the bears growling, and no 
Protection bat the flimsy walls of the canvas covered. wagon. 


‘They came by Rochester, which at that times, consisted of only a black: 
mith shop, and 1 tavern, Words fail to express the joy they felt, when at 
Fast they pat Geir foot on Brish soi 


Richard had received a grant from the British Crown, of 800 aces in South 
Grimsby, Lincoln County, and selected site for their home at what is now 
Shithvile, whish they named aller his wife Mary Smith, and it was thet 
frandson Smith E, who selled on this farm in 1838 

‘Smith R. isthe 11th generation since Edward Griffin came from Wales to 
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Virginia, the 7h generation since they came to Ontario, and the Sth generation 
living 0&8 this farm. 


‘The Griffins have specialized for many yeurs in growing recitered seed 
ara, and Seed potatoes. In the early days the neighbours woul! bring their own 
trai, and change it for seed grown on this fem. 


S. E. Griffin & Son were one of the original srowers of registered teed 
fran, and Certified Seed potatoes upon “Adoption of System for Canada in 
1914", and have produced registered. seed. every Year since, they are also 
‘members of the “Old Guard” of the Royal Winter Fair in ‘Toronto, having 
fexhibted continuously since the show started. They also bought their first 
registered. Shorthorn cattle in 1915, and have been breeding Shorthomns ever 





S. S.No. 8 


GREENOCK 5. 5. #8, ERIN 


School Section No. # Erin, was commonly known for many years at 
Leslie's School a6 ll dee buildings were stated on Last property. In 1878 
the school, was officially named Greenock 
‘The fast log school was on the east corner of No. 5 sideroad at the 
first line, quite near the present dwelling occupied by Miss F. Pearen, a great 
aranddauehter of the first owner, James Lei, The fist reference to. this 
School is the following communiction: 
‘To the Trustees of Section No. 8 Erin 
‘The apportionment of the Government Grant to your 
section is Seven Pounds six shillings and eleven pence 
for which som I have sent a cheque on the treasurer 
in compliance with your order 
Pasnch 
2od. Aus, 1851 
‘Yours resp 


John Kirkland 


Jn 1859 lease was drawn between Peter Tortie amd the trustees of 
S. S. #8, namely, Edward Pearen, Robert Hale and Issac Snyder, for one- 
fitth of an acre, on Tot 6 (ecross the road from the log school) for a 
School site and. playzround, for twenty-five Years, for the rent of one shilling 
per year. In 1869 the lot was sold to James Leslie and from then on the rent 
‘was paid to him. This was a frame building. The teachers were Mr. Robert 
TTovell, Mr. Wm, Wallace, Me. Hugh MacPherson and Mr. Crewson, The 
attendance became so large that it was imposible to accomodate all the papis 
(80 to 90 in the summertime and a5 high as 120 in the winter month) 


1 was decided to build a new school and a commitlee was formed of 
Mess. Robert Kennedy, Lachlan Cutrie, Henry Pearen, John Duff, George 
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Martin, Hugh MeLaughlin and Isaac Snyder. One acre of land on Jot 5, near 
the conte of the concession was pichased from Mr. J. W. Leslie, on Feb27, 
1875, for the sum of fifty dollars and signed by tustees Lachlin Cusrie, Thomas 
McCutcheon, and Henry Pearen. The new school vas erected that year by MF. 
Thomas Bbbage of Acton at 2 cost of §145000. Brick for the building war 
purchased from the plant operated by Mr. Robert Selwood on the sixth 
Tine of Erin. The bell cost $50.0, ‘The school ground’ was stumped and 
levelled by Donald MeLean in 1876 


The new school was named Greenock in honour of Me. John Duff an 
fmportant: member of the committee, and who had come from Greenock 
Scotland. At the official opening of the school a tea mecting was held. Mr 
J.'W. Ledic drove to. Acton with hi team and wagon and brougat the Acton 
Brae Hand to provide music, Dishes were renfed for the occasion, and owing 
to the roughnes of the rowds many dishes were broken, causing some expense 
(o the section, 





Many political meetings were held in the school by prominent politicians 
inching Donald Guthrie, Dr. Turton, J. J. Craig, Hugh Guthrie and Kely 
Evans, In 1906 a Literary Society was formed. Maa excellent dehates,concots, 
box sociils and ofster suppers were enjoyed. Through these efforts caried 
fn fram 1906 to 1917 a well equipped library was placed in the school, 


In June 1913 & school Resin wat held 


“The Literary Society se-orgunized in 1921 and carried on until 1927, and 
was active again from 1936 ull 1944 





On July Ist, 1935, the Diamond Anniversiry of Greenock was observed 
‘with » picnic in the afternoon and a garden party inthe evening. Approximately 
1000 ‘people attended, With the proceeds from this happy event, Aydro was 
installed in the school 


Begining in September 1961, Grades 7 and & were taken by bus to the 
senior room at Ospringe School. Apiin in 1964 the atlendance grew so that it 
hrevame necessary 10 hire a second teacher and partition was erested to 
mae two clasrooms, Greenock School was one of the lst onezoomed schools 
{fo be closed in the Township and in Sept. 1965, the pupils were taken by bus 
fo the new Ospringe Public School 


During the ninety years, Greenock school had 36 teachers. Mr. Crewson 
was the fis teacher, followed by Miss Annie Kennedy, Mr. K. H. Wansboroush, 
‘Miss Bella Gordon, Miss McFarlane, Miss Cree, Me. T. J. Moore, Mr. Hector 
Metean, (who later went to China and spent many years there as s missionary) 
Mr lacob Arbuckle, Mr. J. Dobbie, Mr. A. Melntyre, Miss Phemie Corre 
Me. W. Keer, Miss May Pastore, Mis Hattie Hindley, Miss Marcella Leitch, 
Miss Margaret McDonald, (for 22 years 1909-1926), Miss Gertrude Gray, Miss 
Muriel Crossman, Miss Jean Barbour, Mr. Jim Melatyre, (who joined the 
Canadian Air Force on leaving Greenock, and while an instructor was killed 
{n'a crash at Donnvile), Miss Agnes Pasmore, Mrs. J. D. Bell, Nr. Relph 
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McKeown, Miss L. Rozell, MrsMonaghan, Mr. Mitchell Neal, Mrs. Wi. 
Hanna, Mr. George Evans, Mi. Bruce MePherion, Mra. Swartz, Miss Gibb 
and Mes Dyer. 


Tn November 1965, the school was sold by auction 19 Mr. Tames Ledger, 
who converted the buling into a woodworking factory for the manufacture 
ff doors. Unfortunately, on the very windy night of March 1, 1966, the 
building and all the machinery was completely destroyed by fire. The tell had 
been rerioved at the time of sale, and following the fre, the round name 
stone and enough tricks were salvaged to build a caien on whish the bell it 
‘mounted. This ctirn is situated diecly opposite from the site of the sehool 
tnd a small picnic area has been cleared 





Shortly after the fire, Mr. Ledger sold the property to Mr, Clare Mathies, 
land a modern home is now nearing completion on the spacious lot which for 
hinety years echoed with the peal of the big bell and the sound of childrens 


‘There were no churches actully built in this section, but local citizens 
allended chutches located nearby. There was Bethesda Methodist Church at 
Crewson’s Comers, on the Eramosa side of the read; Siloam Methodist Church 





Greenock School, S.S. No. & 
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{more commonly known as the Brick church), located at the second line corner 
fon the Esquessing side; also the Congresatonalss worshiped at Churchill, at 
the third line on the south-west corner. Others allended The Church of Christ 
(@isciple) a Everton, while stil others went to the Presbyterian Church, at 
Ospringe, Similarly we ean find no record of a local cemetery but failes buried 
their loved ones at Churchill of at Everton. 


‘Throweh the years there have been many local organizations, The Patrons 
of Industry was organized and had meetings during 1891 and 1892. Dect Rings 
flourished at different times. Me. Simon Mc Laughlis, who lived on lot 6, 
at the 2nd line, Known for years as “Starvation Comers", wis usually the 
butcher 


Dring the First World War, a Parmer's Club was formed, for the purpose 
‘of wholesale purchasing of feed and seed. grain, also food stu Tn Tune 
1918 Greenock Branch No. 292 was reghtered with the United Farmers of 
Ontario, This operated until 1923. J. E, Peaen acted as secretary and buyer for 
this group. Records show cheese selling at 222.@) Ih soap 10e-@ cae, 100 ths 
of sugir @ $17.40, and Black Watch Tobacco et $1.1220 Tb. One order includ 
67 ew, of granalated sugar and 7 cwt. of yellow sucar, in the Year 1920 


From 1941 to 1946 over twenty local women formied a group, to knit & 
Sew articles from materials supplied by Red Cross township headquarters, at 
Hillsburgh, During these years, 1176 articles of clothing, 275 knited arcs 
fand 42 quits were completed and money was raised for township Red. Cross 
supplies and bones of food for local boys serving with the Canadian. Armed 
Forces overseas 





“The Greenock branch of the Women's Insitute was organized on Jan. 14 
1948, o fill the need of a social monthly gathering, affer the Red Cross ceased 
to operate at Township level. Through the efforts of Mrs. A, McKeown three 
ladies from the Mimosa W. 1, Mrs. Easl Moore, Mrs. Edgar Gray and. Mrs 
W. Ballentine, met with the ladies and an Instie Branch wes formed with 12 
Charter members. ‘The first president was Mrs. A. McKeown with Mrs. B. 
Johosion as secretary. The 1967 President is Mrs Gordon’ Leslie and Mrs 
Chester Allan is the present secretary 


Many focal girs have completed 411 Homemaking Clubs. In 1956 Acton 
Agricultural Society decided to sponsor 4-H Agrcultral Clube and Mr. Chatles 
McKeown was the first leader and many of the Greenock boys and girls have. 
enjoyed these Clubs, 


Me. John Duff who farmed on fot 8, Cone. 1,W., mide several trips to 
Scotland before the tu of the century, to import Clydesdale horses, to Canada 
He also owned one of the first modeth threshing machines with a blower, Mr. 
James MeLean on the first line purchased a thresher about the same ine. 





During the nineties and ear in 1900, gineng was grown by Mr. John Cripps 
‘and his nephew Mr. Wm Nichol, on ther farm at lot 3 cone, 1 (Lown line). A. 
Jong open building of slat constriction shicided the plant. 

In 1891, Mr. James Kirkwood, a resident of this section and. former 
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Stone Barn Built by Morgan Crewson in 1847 





reeve of Erin Township, was elosted as M.P.. from East Wellington and sit 


fat the house of Parlintent for three years 


Mr, George C, Wallace, who farms st fot 5, cone. 1W., a reeve of this 
township from 1958-1961, was honoured by being chosea Warden of Wellington 
Coonty for 1961 


‘The White tannery commenced operations om Jot 7, cone. 1W, in May 
1958 in an-old building rented from Mr. Semanyek. This was destroyed. by 
fice in 1989 but was rebuilt immediately by the Tannery owner Mr. K. G. Mane, 
who has since purchased the 100 res and operates thriving busbes. 


CREWSON'S CORNERS 


‘This hamlet is comprised of the comers of four townships in «wo counties 
the south corner of Fri the east commer of Eramosa, in Wellington, the west 
Corner of Eaquesing and’the north corner of Nassagaweya, in Halton county. 
Tt ws fist ealed Rycknan's Corner after Samuel RYckimaa, the surveyor, who 
aid out Eramosa and Nassagaweya 


In the year 1820, Enos Nickerson took Lot {W, Cone 1, Brin Tp. from 
the crown, The next owner was John Soper, who sold to Morgan Crewson in 
1822. Mr and Mrs. Crewson also purchased Lot 1E, Conc. 1, in 1845, making 
200 acres in all, On the wert 100 seres be built a stone house in 1833, and a 
Stone bam completed in 1847 which took 10 years to build. These two 
buildings are tll in use by the prevent owners, Me. and. Mrs. Abram. From 
this time the hamlet has been known as Crewson's Comers 

‘The main road from Guelph to Toronto followed the Okt York Trait 
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through Crewson's Corners to Ballinafad 





In the 1850's the Grand Trunk Railway came with a straight tine running 
due west from Acton to Rockwod. This Line just mised the corner by a few 
ods I is said that the Railway officials requested Iand from Morgan Crewson, 
fon which to build a station and railway ewitches, On being refined permission, 
the station was built at Acton 


In the arly days, Hotel was located on the south comer which was Tater 
‘made into a dwelling. In 1893, Win. Anderson purchased the quarter sere 00 
this Comer and adéed the store. He petitioned the government for a Post Office 
and s0 on Dec. 1, 1893, Mr. Anderson was appointed the fist postmaster. 
From 1897 to 1900, the store and Post Orfice wat opersted by George Cann. 
1900 to 1903 Robert Cripps owned the store and was postmaster. Then, Wa 
Lambert putchased the store and served as postmaster until Mar. 1, 1914, when 
the office was closed withthe inauguration of Rural Mall Delivery. Me. Wm, 
Lambert died in 1916 and his son Charles continued the business und Mis 
‘death in 1938, Mr. and Mrs. John Aindre purchased the property and continued 
the store until 1943. The old part of the building wed as the, store wax 
emolished in 1947 and the remainder of the building is used a6 2 dwelling 








‘Across the road was 2 Town Hall and on the west comer there were weigh 
scales, In 1907 the hamlet had saw mill and shingle mill owned and operated 
by Alex. Cripps. His brother Wr. used the same stam engine to grind grin, 
The hamlet also had a blacksmith shop, which was on the Eramora side a was 
xo the church, This was built by a branch of the Methodists in 1860 and in 
1875 the name was changed from Bethesda to Crewson's Corners church, Services 
‘were held unl 1919. After this a Sunday School was held through the kindness 
‘of Mr. Lambert It i now owned and ased by the Orange Lode. 


THE ALLAN CENTURY FARM 
Lot 7, Cone. 3, Brin 


‘The farm home of CHESTER ALLAN, lot 7, jn the third concession of 
Erin has beem in the Allan family since 1885, 


The crown deed is dated 1804, and was granted to Ann Read on the death 
‘of her father, Liewtenant John Young of the UE. Loyaits in 1882. Kt 
<comised of 200 acres of land, reserving all mines of old and silver that 
hereafter may te found on any part of land and aso all white pine tees, 


In 1848 ic was sold to Won. Harriton for 125 pounds. Three years later it 
was sold to Wm. Cambell, reserving 25 acres of south-westerly half of lot 
seeded to James M. Connell. A’ year lator Mr. Harrison repurchased and soon 
after sold to John Malcomeon. 





On the fit day of May 1855, John Allan of Hamilton, a carpenter by 
‘ade who bad come from Scotland, paid the sim of 287 pounds forthe property. 
‘He erected a house and barn, also 2 building 20 by 50, for the drying of hops 
‘A large hop yard was planted, The dried hops were packed in bales, Prices 
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varied but in good year a democrat load of hops sold for $600. The orginal 
‘house was burmod-in 1889 and the present brick home was built. A-modern 
bar was builtin 1915, using part of the old barn and the hop hovse. 


In the year 1860, a lumber company set up a mill on this farm, saving 
nese two years and bought all the hatd wood off several farms around. This 
twas hauled to Acton by oxen to be sent to England and Scotland for ship 
building. The lumbermen were mosly of French nationality 


John Allan martied Jane Moore and they raised a family of six. In 1890 
the farm was sold to his second son, John Allin who martied Rubina Auld, 
tis being their home intl their death, Following Jobn Allan's death, Mos, Allan 
Sold the farm ia’ 1929 to her son Chester and his wife, the former Florence 
Johnston, who are the present overs. 

The three generations of Allan on the farm forthe Tost 110 years have each 
had a familly of six 


‘THE AITKEN CENTURY FARM. 
Lot § Cone, 1, By Brin 





Maplewood Farm, now operated and owned by Calvin and Evelyn Aitken, 
was originally purchased by. Benajah Wiliams in’ 1822 and sold in 1835 to 
his sonin-aw and daughter, James and Lydia Leslie, 

"The Leslies brought their fomily from Glen Willams and settled on this 
150 acres, Their fis small cabin was built on the exact same location as the 
present dveling. Lots on the onposie three ‘comers were also purchased by 
James Leslie and are sill owned by his descendants, James and Lydia Leslie 
ined family of mine chien, They built « barn and a second log house nearby, 

‘The youngest son, Joel Williams Leslie, took over the homestead after his 
father's death In 1873, also Tot 5, Cone, 2 W. His frst wife, Mary Catharine 
Kennedy died two years following their marriage and his second wile. was 
Mary Swackhammer. Their only surviving child was a daughter, Alice Leslie 
‘A large bank barn was built in 1884, Io has a glassed in skylight topped with 
‘Nesthervane and brass ball. A saw ill was locled across the road 

‘The present brick residence was bull in 1899, shorly Before the marrage 
of theie daughter to Edward Pearea. They resied with the Lesis, The herd 
ff Shorthorn ctl, registered tinder the name of Leslie and Pearen, were 
fxhibted at fairs and exhibitions and won many prizes 

‘Maple teees being plentiful on the farm, Maple syrup making wes 8 
springtime task for 120 Seas 

Tn 1919, Bd Pearen purchased 50 acres of land adjoining the farm, from 
Irvin Hatton, also 50 acres of the Lesie property. ‘The westerly half of 
this portion wes later sold 10 David Wikon, ‘The Pearen's had a family of 
three daughters. The home farm was willed to Alice Pearen at her father, 
ool Lesley death, in 1936, Mr_ snd Mrs. Pearen farmed there, unll thei 
tetirnieat in 1949 when they ult a new home on the west comer of lot 5, 
cone, 2 





"The farm was purchased at this time by their sominlaw and daughter, 
on 
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Calvin and Evelyn Aitken, Lot 7, Cone, 2. 
8nd this farm has been in Aitken family 3 
setled there in 1850. 


‘The Aitken’ hi 


is also owned and farmed by Calvin 
ince his Grandfather James Aitken 


ave a family of two daughters and three sons. 


LESLIE CENTURY FARM. 


James Leslie took up land on the east half of Lot 6, Con 1 Erin in 1833 
before it was surveyed and some tewenty-ive yeas before public roads. His wife 
wes Lydia Wiliams from Glen Williams where he had first settled, They remained 
tthe Glen for a few years so his children coukd go to school. About 1835 he 
settled on Lot $ and 6. About 1869 he bought the west half of Lat 6, Con 2 
from Peter Toric. He could have had this property sooner for a yoke of oxen 
and a wagon but reused to buy because he needed the neighbour more than the 
land. Mr, Torrie leased land from the south corner of this farm in 1859 for 
the $8. No, § Erin school for the sum of one siling per year. Gordon Leslie, 
the present owner sil has one of the two copies of this lease. At one time 
James Leslic owned 850 acres in Erin Twp. They had 9 children whose names 
were John, Elizabeth, Mary, Benajah, George, Margaret, Martha, Joel and Sarah, 
James Leslie died in 1873 and his son George was left Lot 6, Con 1. Having 
previously bought Lot 6, Con 2. He was an established breeder of Registered 
Shorthorn catle and a great Tover of fine horses, both carriage and draught 
He built fine 10 room brick ‘owe with attached summer kitchen and 
woodhouse about 1882. He rebuilt and greatly enlarged the barn around 1887. 
He was a member of Siloam Methodist Church which his father helped to Build 
He was also a staunch literal. ME Leslie operated a potash manufacturing 
business on Lot 6, Con 2. Bars of soap were bartered for hardwood ashes which 
were Ieeched and the liquid boiled down in great iron kets until only molten 
Potash remained. This was cooled and harsied 10 sel for manufacturig so5p 
fand other products. Both farms had fine orchards and. great quaalitin, of 


apples were picked and packed in bartels for the market Stencils such a5 "py, 
sreening, wagner, mann, asset” are sil in the house 





George Leslie married Amanada Stafford and had seven children who were 
‘Amy, James, tra, Bertha, Henry, Joel and Harvey. Me died in 1925, In 1909 
Joel and Ira Leslie bought the two farms fom thie father. After a few years 
Ira became sick and was not able to take an active part in farming theater 
Joo carried on the farming and like bis father he was an ardeat horseman. He 
Naised registered Pecherons which he showed at the fairs and exhibitions in 
the province including the C.N.E. and Roval Winter Fir, winning a good share 
fof the red ribbons and championships, In 1913 be built a fine stone house 
with 8 rooms including plombing. His father, brother Im. and sister Amy lived 
In it, At this time te married Ina Seymour and lived ia the brick hovse ‘on 
Lot 6 Con 1. They had a son Gorden and a daughter Marion. Since the death 
‘f Joel B, Lesis in 1957 the farm has been owned and operated by Gordon 
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1A Lede, He is maried to the former Annie Aitken, they have (vo sons and 
three daughter, 


‘THE JOHNSON CENTURY FARM 
Lot 2, E Come. 2 Brin 


‘The one hundred acres of fond comprising te above fot, has been 9 
amily farm since ie purchase in the year 1841 by James Les 

(Originally taken from the cxown 1823 by George Adam Schram, then it 
was purchased in turn by Robert Tuas, Ralph Fenger, Thomas Martin and 
Jamel Teale, Aer Me, Lesie's death in 1873, in accordance with his will 
ihr lot wat deeded (0 his daughter Martha and her husband, Robert Johnston. 





“The fist home of lor construction was built at the back of the fot, pat 
of the building being placed over a never failing spring. The present home was 
Built by Robert Johnston at the front of the farm. An addon was made 10 
the front of the dwveling about 1892, 

Robert Johoston and Martha were married in 1865 and they had a family 
of si sons and st daughters, several of whom settled in Erin township. 

Tn 1911, Robert Johmon died and the youngest son Basil tok over the 
farm, Three years Inte he mattied Catherine Gray. They had a family of one 
davehter and one von. 

allowing the accidental death of Basil Johnston in 1939, his widow and 
son Elvood peated the farm and it was subsequently. purchased by Elwood 
n'1943, The barn has been modernized to accomodate his large dairy herd. He 
tho owns and operates an addtional 100 aces, 1ot 3, first line of Erin. He 
Iartied to the former Mury Cutts and they have a family of three dauebters 
and one so. 


THE MeARTHUR CENTURY FARM 
ot 4, Cone. 1, Hin 


Duncan MeArthut purchased 100 acres, fot 4, cone. 1, B, from James Jones 
in 1846, Mr; MeArthor and his wife, the former Flora MeKechnie, came from 
Tay in Scotland. They had a family of nine sons and three daughter. 

The first log howe was but in 1822 and the first barn in 1846, Shorthorn 
ceatle were brought from Seotland to stock the farm, 

“s"biacksmith shop was located close 10 the road and did a thriving business. 
“The oldest son took up talloring in Acton. The second mt with fatal sceident 
at a bam raising at the neighbouring farm of George McBain 

“The present dvelling, 4 comfortable stone house was constructed about 
1858, and Duncan's son Neil followed his father in operating the farm. After 
eis death about 192, his brower Wi. MeArthur and his wife the former 
‘Mary Jane Catmochan purchased the farm, They had a family of twelve, (vo 
‘of whom died as children. 

‘Anew bank haem was bull in 1906, For several years son Lome assisted 
his father with the management of the farm, After Wm, McArthu’s death, his 
fon Nei elursed home and he and his sister Miss Donakia are the present 
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HISTORY OF ERIN TOWNSHIP 
8. S. No.9 


HISTORY AWREY'S SCHOOL SECTION NO, 9 AREA 
INDUSTRIES 





In the 1860's a brick yard was operated on the farm now owned by Albert 
Avwrey and son, Bert, Lot 20 con. 2. These bricks were used in building the 
Avrey house and several others sill in use in the community 


‘A water powered saw mill was located at Lot 22 Con. 2. The remains 
of the dam ae sill to be found on the Wn. Brouwer far, 


Jn the later part of the 1800 Henry Patton operated a saw mill at Lot 
22 Con. 4 which: burned down. Another built on the same site was operated 
by Charlie Shusky and Alex MeKinnon ‘nd later, before 1900, solely by 
Alex McKinnon. Aman, Colin Patton, was fatally injured there- This mil 
burned in 1913 about 20 years after the frst one. Alex MeKinnon re-built 
and, im addition to. sawing timber, lumber and shingles, operated. a. grain 
‘hopping mill, His sons Arnold and Ross carried on the busines after helt 
father. In the 1930's Ross changed the saw mill to mantfacture basket bottoms: 
Finally the mill fell into disuse and wax taken down, Ross operates the CR. 
McKinnon builiing supply business in Hilsburgh at the prevent time 


About 1910 King Cooper operated a steam driven saw mill Lot 21 Con 
3 now owned by Root Bros. John Tarzwell bought it about 1915, Roy Tarzwell 
who now operates the mill at Lot 19 Con. 6 worked there sa youn man 
John Tarzwell moved the mill 10 the property Lot 23 Con. 3 now owned by 
Louis Passant. He required two teams of horses to draw the heavy, stem 
boiler up the 2nd tine hill. When D. O. Root built his barn in 1920 he had his 
logs sawn at the Tarewell mill There was also n grist mill at this location 

‘There was a blacksmith in the early days, Jobn Awrey, the first setter 
at Lot 22 Con. 2. 

‘After the coming of the railway farmers shipped hogs and cattle from 
neacby points, Orton, Hilsburgh or Erin. Hogs were transported in a. rack 
loaded onio wagon or sleigh drawn by a team of horses. Catle were driven 
‘on foot tothe station Improvement in roads and the coming of motor transpor 
tation changed this. 

In 1910 the telephone came into use with farmers catting poles and helping 
install theo with other men wiring snd iastaling phones. ‘The main line across 
17 ssideroad and up 13 line to Mimosa to be used for election result Erin 
‘and Caledon were together so had. anaual meetings in the sutton Hotel in 
Caledon in Jan. RJ. Kerr, H. M. Dougall and A. Awrey drove the 14 
‘Concessions with horse and cutter until 1920 

Then the two townships dissolved partnership, 

Jy 1912 Rural mail started with Thomas Dearing delivering the mil 
‘daily feom Orton 

Glitford Thomson, Lot 22 Con, 3 was the fist livestock tucker in the No. 
9 section. In 1932 Root Bros. began a Livestock and Farm Service trucking 
Dbusiness under a PCV. licence and have carried it on continuously since 
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S. S.No. 9, Awrey School 


that time 


‘CEMETERY 


‘The Metholist people held church services in the second No. 9 School 
Lot 22 Con, 2. Seven people were buried in the adjoining grounds. When 
Mimosa Methodist Church was opened these bodies were removed to the 
rounds there. One coffin containing the body of a 4 year old tot was very 
heavy. On being opened i was found that the body, though natural, was 
petified which caused It to be 20 heavy, She now rests in the OM Church 
Yard at Mimosa, 





HISTORY OF AWREY'S SCHOOL, 55. #9 ERIN TOWNSHIP 





In 1833 the first school house in the district was built of fost on the 
west comer of lot 18 on the 2nd line, on land now owned by Gordon Fines, 
‘One of the teachers who taught in thi buildiag was Mr. Edward. Stephens, 
father of Rev. John Stephens 


In 1840 the second schoo! house was built on lot 22 at the 2nd tine 
comer, on the Avrey homestead, and it was also used as a church since 
there were no churches at Mimora at tht time. A frame building 20 fx 24 ft, 
it wos soon found to be too small, and a 12 f addition was made to one 
fend. The following are the names of families who stended this school: Awrey, 
Ession, Entwistle, Hyman, Lowy, McDovsall, McDonald, McKinnon, Rei, 
Robertson, Root, Scarrett, Thomson, Tolton, ‘Torrance, and Wheeler. Some 
fof the teachers were: Anges McKinnon who later became medical doctor 
in Gueipi, Duncan MeDousall, Hugh MeMillan who studied Taw, Joba 
McMahon, Mr. Oliver, and. Miss Reid 
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Jn 1873 the thint and last school — SS. #9 — was built of red brick. 
Many heated discussions took place concerning the location of the proposed 
new school, and a special meeting of the ratepayers was called to select a 
sullable site, Chairman for the meeting was Thomas Tolton, and the secretary 
was John McKinnon, The site finally chosen was on 22 sideroad on the Awrey 
Farm and the cost was $1,197.78 plus $156.50 for the shed, muking & total 
of S1,35428. The (rustees at this time were John Awrey, Hestor Parker and 
‘Thomas Tolton 


Leonard Awrey (born May 16, 1867) was the first pupil to “Answer the 
Rol in the new school, for teacher Margaret Reid of Coningsby. 


In 1891 for the fist time, the teacher was given permission to prepare 
4 Christmas Concert; and about 1895, on Arbor Day, some of the boys went 





Roots, Avrey's and Rowany’ bushes snd du up Tit 





maple trees which 
‘hey planted around the school yeard where they stand to this day. This group 
‘of bays included Albert Awrey, Elmer Awrey, Roy Lowry, Alf Porter, Colin 
Robertson, D. A. Robertson, John Rosell and Wille Whee 


‘At the Annual Meeting in 1908 D. ©. Root proposed to the ratepayers 
that an organ be purchased for the school. The matter was voted on and passed, 

7 and thus it came about that SS. #9 was the first school in this district to 
provide a musical instrument for the benefit of the children. After ths time, 
When selecting a teacher for the school, the trustees always gave preference 
'o one with musical ability, other qualifications being carefully considered 





In 1918 the teaching of Household Science begin and a coal cil stove was 
purchased to facilitate the serving of hot lunches, 


SS. #9 was always well represented a the School Fairs of the day, and 
never failed to take a goodly umber of the prizes offered 


Jn citer times some of the pupils drove a horse to school, sabling it 
in the shed and feeding it hay which they Brovght with them =~ one auch 
Wwellremembered animal of the late 1920 was “Charlie, belonging. to Fred 
and Lizzie Mack. Around the turn of the century a visit from the Inspector 
always occasioned an honour for the boy who was chosen to take the vsitr's 
horse and stable it in a neighbouring barn. Some of the boys about that time 
' ode horseback to school, turing the horse loose to find its own way ome— 
should the roadside grazing be good, sometimes the boy got home inthe 
afternoon almost as soon 28 the horse did! In winter the children often brought 
ther seigts to school and spent their free time ring down the school hill 
fr the one at the 2nd line comer. 





In 1935 the platform at the front of the school room was removed and 
slate blackboards ‘were installed across the ‘ont wall, In ‘November 1936, 
using funds raised through previous Christmas Concets, plano was purchaved 
for the sum of $29.00 

‘During summer vacation in 1945 the school was redecorated inside and 
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‘out. Hydro was installed about this time, the power being turned on on 
Devember 11th, 1945, Lumber was purchased and some of the men of the 
section made benches for the school. Another notable event of this time 
Was the engaging of Mrs. Mackie as music supervisor, to make weekly visits 
to the schoo 


Trustees in 1946 (the final Board before School Area #2. came into 
1g in 1947) were Win. Bessey, Earl Moore and Robert Rowan 





Among the caretakers wat Mrs Robert Jackson, who, with Anna and 
Jim to help her, swept out the school three times a\ week at 4 o'lock. At 
this time, firing the bog wood stove necessitated each boy carrying in a 
block of wood every reces, to keep a supply at hand. Some others who 
Served in the post of careiaker were Roy Wheeler, John, Willred and. Bert 
‘Awrey, Jim Lowry, Dovglas and Ansley Gregson, Frank Readell, the Rowas 
family’ and Roy. Wheeler's family 


In 1962 the final decison was made to close forever the litle red schoo! 
house which had been insrumental in suocesfully Iausching several generations 
fof young people, each of which has been s credit and a tribute to the pioncers 
tho planned and but 0 well, 


Io January 1963 the first public school bus appeared on the cross-oad 
to. gather up. the children for tansporiation to Hilsburgh Consolidated 
School, and Awrey’s School—old SS, #9 — was left with its memories of 
bopper, livelier days 


‘TEACHERS OF 8S. NN. 9, Brin 


Miss Margaret Reid Miss Mary Suton 
Mr. Robert Wansborough Miss Naney Lang 

Mr, 1. Crursn Miss Florence Westoby 
Mr. Croford Mr. Bougles Dyer 

Mr. J. J. Aldous Miss Jean ‘Woods 

Mr. R. Strachan Mise Anna. Linklater 

Mr. Wn, Fletcher Miss Thelma Diskson 
Mr. W. HL. Rowan Miss Emma. Bowley 

Mr. Peter Yemen Miss Jean Hindley 

Mr, Clinton Collier Miss Erma MeDoueal 
Miss Bessie Yemen Miss amie Roberts 

Ms, EV. McKinnon Miss Alvin McCutcheon 
Miss Ads Welton Mis Gwen Thomas 
‘Mise Jean Short Miss Majorie McCurdy 
Miss Ada Cook Mrs. Wm. Barbour 

Miss McDonagh Miss Hazel Van Norman 
Mr. Archie Melachlan Marjorie Bradley 


Mr, Archie McKinnon Mrs. John MeBachern 
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‘THE ROWAN — REED CENTURY FARM 





In 1855 Henry Reed came into possession of 200 acres of land in Evin 
fownship Lot 23, Con, 1 east and Lot 22, Con. 2 east. The two farms of 100 


acres each were separated by a blazed tail. The tilings were located near 
the wal, 


In 1862 at a barn raising @ barn was built 60° x 30°, many af the timbers 
an the full 60°fl. The siding was of 10 in. dresed pine imported from 
nearby township. The barn was Painted red with white trim, In 1863 a stone 
house was built opposite the barn with the blazed trol between. It later became 
road, the Ist lie. The im later received 4 60 ft. addition 





Henry Rest’s sons, Robert and Nathaniel took over the farm for a 
price of $3,000, Ip. 1868. Nathaniel marred and Robert continued on the 
farm lone.’ His father, the above mentioned Henry Reed and. his wile 
continued to live in the house which had been converted into a daplex vail 
his death at the age of 75 in 1870 and his wife's death at age 77 twelve 
years later. They were survived by 9 children, 


Robert Reed raised a family of one boy and 6 girls In 1893 his only 
son, James took over the farm for $4,000 and he built a house in Hilsburgh 
where he retired until his death in 1925 aged 84. Robert Reed had held the 
position of school trustee for some years, Inter was on the Township Council 
nd then Reeve for some time, 


James Reed marred Lydia Johnson of Acton and farmed on the hone farm 
‘until 1903 when he retired to Acton, seling the farm to William Rowen who 
had been teaching in Hillsburgh for 30 years, and who had marred the Reoi's 
daughter Martha Ann. James died in 1960 aged. 93 and’ Lydia also aged 
95 years 


William Rowan’ (ook an active intetest in the community, the school 
and was an elder of the church, In 1924 he retired to Millsurgh where, he 
died aged 78 in 1981. He was survived by 3 daughters and 4 sons, His wile 
‘Martha live with her family untt her death in 1962 aged 92. 





In 1924 Willam’s sons, Ewart and Robert settled on the farm as 
partners. Later Ewart married and: moved to a farm in Eramosa township and 
Robert took over the farm. In 1937 he married Mary Dickleson of Gulp. 
Robert made many changes in the farming operation. He completely restsled 
the barn including conerete floors and tut an addition to the howse and 
later erected an implement shed of steel construction, Robert took an active 
part in community life, was seeretary-treaurer of SS. No. 9 School for thres 
years and was a member of township council from 1955 to 1961, becoming 
Deputy Reeve in 1962, a position which he held unl 1966 when he resigned 
iu il health, He did in 1966 aged 6s 


Robert is survived by ‘his wife and their family in order of age, Allan, 
Douglas, Barbara, (Mrs, Beaty MeLean) and Kenneth, Mary resides in Guelph, 
Roberts son, Allan married to Eleanor Hosking of Rockwood, is on the far 
In this year of 1967 
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ROOT BROS. CENTURY FARM 


‘According 40 the diary of Robert Root he paid the firs taxes in 1847 on 
the property Lot 20, Concession 3, Erin Township. On October 30th, 1852 
he secured the Crown Deed from Robert Nixon and the farm has remained in 
the Root name ever since that tne 

In 1849 he built the first house on the hill near the spring which has 
never filed, In 1851 he brought his wife, Elizabeth Haun into this log house, 
‘The clearing wat so small that she would leave the house when her husband 
‘was falling a tee for fear that the tree might fall on it, The next year he 
built a barn atid bought & wagon from Root’ wagon shop in Brin Village. In 
1865 the house that sill stands was built of bricks made on the neighbouring 
farm of John B. Awrey, A brisk oven and smoke house was erected where the 
bread was baking and the pork was cured, A well was dug. Land that had 
been laboriously cleared became productive. Implements and some livestock 
were bought. These pioneers worked hard for long hours. But there were 
compensations. In 1850 taxes were aboat 4s4d or SLO, the cost of building 
ther 10 room brick house including cellar ers2unted to $1,300.00 

Robert Roots youngest son, David, took over the farm in 1896, carrying 
fon the traditions and ideals of hie father, continuing to make improvements, 
He marred Gertrude Watton of Snelgrove, In place of the first barn he 
‘built a modern bosn in 1920, installing. many conveniences and labour saving 
device, including @ water system. Not satisfied with the surface well and hand 
pump, he had a well drilled and a windmill erected. D. 0. Root, while not 
& breeder of pure-bred livestock, sought to maintain at the head of bis flocks 
and herds the best breeding stock available within his means. He was one of 





the first in the community 10 apply commercial fertilizer to his crops and 
left for those who followed, 2 move productive form 





In 1932, his two youngest sons John and Haines formed the Root Bros 
partnership and) bought the farm érom their father inthe mist of the 
{pression They concentrsted on two phases of farming, production and 
fnarkeling, establishing a tucking business to andle livestock, feed, and 
fertilizer. In 1940 the brick house was remodelled to serve as two comfortable 
partments, John and his wife, the former Lillie Toop, with thelr four sons 
fand one daughter, occupied one apartment. Haines and his wife, the foomer 
Pearl Toop, with their two sons occupied the other. Karly in’ 1946. hydro 
flecric power was installed in the house and barn, This made it possible to 
quip the house litle. by lite, with refrigerator, indoor plumbing, deep 
freezer, automatic clothes washer and dryer, oll furnace and many’ small 
fppliances and the ‘barn with labour seving machinery. such as the milking 
fachine. The stables which once Roused 35 head of calle, $ horses and some 
pigs were renovated to feed 100 steers in loose housing, Stable floors were 
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cemented and can be cleaned with « tractor front end loader, The wooden 
silo put in 1920 was torn down in 1964, Two large cone 
erected, one 16 f. by 60 IE and the ther 20 ft. by 70 ft, hoth being equipped 
With electric unloaders 





Jn June 1965 John Roots second son, George, married Ann Mall and in 
July became the third partner in Root Bros, Over the years the farm had been 
enlarged by purchase of 100 acres Lot 20, Concession 3 east and 100 acres Lot 
21, Concession 3 west. John entered the Ontario Legislature as Progressive 
Conservative Member of Parliament for the electoral riding of Wellington 
Dufferin in 1951 and hs been re-slected in succeeding general elections, He 
served for 3 years in Premier Frost's Cabinet. In 1961 he was appointed to 
the Ont 

‘This public service leaves him litle tine for farm work, Haines is occupied, 
in the main, with the Livestock and Farm Service trucking business. George 
has assumed the main responsibility for the farming. operations, 


io Water Resources Commission and now serves as Vico-Chaieman, 





‘As Canada is celebrating her centennary in 1967, many relies of the past 
are 10 be found on this property: the old lynch pin wagon that drew the 
svinding stones for the first mill im Brin’ Vilsge, the iron maple syrup Kettle 
ooking utensils, the clock that keeps time for the fourth generation, the Bible 
onaining the records of the Root family. ‘The row of maple tees in front 
of the farm and up the lane is a reminder that the pioneers built for those 
‘who would follow 


‘A. AWREY & SONS CENTURY FARM. 
1827 — 1967 


John Awrey son of Nicholas Avwrey came from Beamsville in. 1827 
winding his way through dense forest, steams and hill-some 75 miles to 
Wellington County where the government was given lind from crown for a 
small amount of money 


John Avrey puchased 500 acres Known as Awrey farms. 

He was a Blacksmith for 18 years at Beameville, and decided to give up 
the Anvil and take up land for farming. He built & log house and brought 
his wife and family from Beamsville namely Joba 1, Gideon, David, Isiah, 
Stephen, Peter. When they grew to manhood they setlod on farms nearby, 

John Avrey cut trees and logs to make corduroy roads and clear a 
Title piece of land to grow whest, then hammer it on sones to get a bag of 
wheat, take it to Oakville and Norval on his tack ¢o get it ground into flour 
to feed his family This John Avrey is the ‘rst Awrey to sete in Erin 
Township 


‘The early settlers were great for divine worship. They gathered at a 
‘home, and in their humble way sang praises to God, rea pasages of seiptore 
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and all took turns at offering prayers 

Tn 1840 a school house wat built on the comer of Awrey’ form and 
was used as a church, 

In 1844 John B. Awrey a son bought 100 acresLot 21. W. fom his 
father, bull 8 lop house and bara on it In 1845 he was marcied to Ann Root, 
and lived nthe house nil 1865. He bought Lot 21 F, 

Four sons were born to them—Robert, Smith, John Root, and Edwin 
Five houses were built with brick from his farm, 





In 1865 a brick house was built on Lot 21 E. and still stands, 102 years 
‘ld, built with double brick, # fire place, a brick oven and smoke house for 
smoking meat 


Smith Awrey marvied Martha Ann Dyer in 1875, and lived afew years 
fon Lot 19 W. Con. 3, then moved hack to the farm which he ought from 
his father in 1885, and his father moved to Hilsburgh where be built 9 collage 
fon Main St 


In 1900 & windmill wat installed to pump water to the house and barn 


In 1906 a new buen was built with a saw mill on the farm. All the 
timbers were cut in the bush and sawed at the mill. In 1908 Albert Awrey 
married Mary Robertson and bought the farm from Smith Awrey. They moved 
to Hlilsburgh. Some improvements were mais, but sil wih the vse of horses 
and horse drawn improvernens Ha’ loaders, side rakes were used 10 get hay 
their eitess Tesh blood to the fore, set out for the west and new lands 10 
conquer, eventually seting in North Dakota. ‘They left thei sisters lira 
tnd Sarah “Ann with their husbands James Lowry and John McDonald in 
to the barn. In the spcing maple tees were tapped in the bush and sip boiled 
in big Keltes, hung over a fire from logs and wood. Maple syrup and 
maple sugar were made. When evening came it was a day well spent. 











Tn 1915 a silo was built on the farm, and growing corn for feed was 
started. 


In 1927 the 2nd line was mide into a County road end thousands of 
yards of gravel were token from the gravel pit on the farm. 

Hydro was installed in 1945 making work easier in house and barn, 
Tractors were bought and modern implements used 


In 1949, the two youngest sons took over the farm and more modern 
machinery, es threshing machines and haler were wsed. A great many changes 
in farming in the past 136 years that this farm has been in the Awrey name 


HISTORY OF “SILVER SPRING", THE LOWRY CENTURY FARM 


Lot 24, Concession 1, Erin Township 


James Turkington hailed from County Tyrone in Northern freland and 
rade his way, with his family, to "Canadn West” where by 1846 the 200 acres 
Comprising the whole of lot 34 in the Ist concession of Erin Township were 
registered in his name. 
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Meanwhile James Lowry, the young Irishman (also from County Tyrone) 
‘who was destined to marry Eliza, daughter of James Turkington, was making 
himself at home on 100 acres next door, the east half of lot 25. 


Both families shared in the hardships common to pioneers of theit time, 
not the least of which were the great distances they were forced to travel 
fand the lack of roads and horses which necessitated the man of the family 
walking the many torturous miles and carrying supplies home on his back 
Sometimes it would grow dark before James reached home on the day be 
was expected, the Eliza would go outside and call at intervals through the 
aight to give him direction and prevent his wandering off the trail and 
‘becoming hopelessly lost in the bush. On one such occasion when provisions 
were extremely scenes at the end of a hard winter and he was detained days 
beyond his appointed time of return, the family became desperate for food and 
liza was forced to dig up potato sets already plated in order to feed her 
litle ones, 


Soon after 1846 James Turkington began dividing his 200 acres among 
his family, Eliza and James Lowry receiving their first, 50 acres, in 1863. 
Daring the years between 1888 and 1878 these smaller parcels of land changed 
hands among the brothers and brothersinlaw with puzzling frequency. ‘The 
Present generation can only speculate on the reasons behind this “horse-rading™ 
‘in land, bat regardless of what they may have been, no portion ever left 
family hands and by 1878 the older members of the Turkington family had 
pissed on and been buried in Everton Union Cemetery and the younger men, 
shared possession of lol 24 In 1883 the McDonalds sold their portion, (the 
westerly 50 acres) to John Bailey, leaving James Lowry with the remsining 
180 seres plus his orginal 100 acre portion of ot 25 

James and Eliza raised a family of six gies and four boys. One son, 
‘Thomas was born in 1863. He chose as his wife Jane Murray. Hume from 
next door on lot 26, and they took over the 100 acre portion of his father's 
Jand known as the easterly half of lot 24, which he farmed with his only son, 
Roy, until his death in 1938. He never travelled far ftom Erin Township, but 
derived: much enjoyment from his church and from visiting with neighbours 
and relatives when he would talk politic for hours on end 








Thomas desely toved his land and. constantly urged his grandson, the 
present owner, 10 say on it firing his imagination with stores of how they 
struggled to clear it, and to work it, using oxen in his boyhood 





The present hous, built of field stone picked off the land, i $2 years ol 
Prior fo that they lived in a log house; the original barn is long gone, 100, 
but the one still in use was built about 1890, The most unigue festure of the 
Lowry farm isis water spstem — there has never been a pump, a well or a 
fist on the place. Both house and barn are supplied by pipeline from a 
‘powerful spring situated some 1200 fet back in the fields, with gradual 
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dope towards the buildings, The water i overflowing tall times and has 
sufficient natural pressre to operate water bowls in the stable, a bathroom 
fn the second floor of the howse, and a small fountain in the yard all without 
ft pump, ram or storage tank of say kind 

Roy Lowry was the only child of Thomas and Jane, and in 1916 he 
married Eliza Boges of Garaftana Twp, bringing his bride heme to live on 
the homestead in the then new stone house, Their daughters sce Thelma, Mrs, 
Tevin McDougall; Fera, who died i childhood: Myrtle, Mrs. David Guthee 
Shirley, Mrs Norman Wood: and Alice: Mr. James Entwistle. The only son, 
James, with his wife, Doris Kobinion of Guelph, took over the farm in 1946 
land are presenily residing there with thee sons Robert, Brian and Kevin. They 
have alo one diughter, Susan (Mes, Colin Eliot) of Elmvae. 





Four complete generations of Lowrys attended Aweey’s School, SS. #9 
Erin, spanning the century. They were of the Methodist faith and are one of 
five families whose names have been for more than 100 years continocusly on 
the roll of one of the churches comprising the present Mimosa United Church, 

"Thus itis that since 1840 six generations of the family (live of them, 
since 1463 in the Lowry name) have tilled the soil of Lot 24 in the Ist 
Concession of Erin Township, and called it “Home” 





S. S.No. 10 


SCHOOL SECTION #10 (WOODSIDE) 


arly recomds indicate that the frst setilers were chiefly Scotch, Irish, and 
United Empite Loyalist. 

‘The first settlers were the Swackhamer family who came in 1819. They 
were ULE. Loyalist. Jacob Swackhamer was General Brook's otderly during 
the war of 1812, 

‘They were soon followed by olber setters, the Russel, Dennys, Sayders 
Kennedy, Brownlees, and others. The land was covered with dense forest, but 
with much back-breaking labour, and scarcity of everything but courage, these 
[people transformed the land into cultivated fields. Gone ae the pioneers, and their 
Tog houses, and barns, but many of their descendants ae stl ving herein modern 
trek, sind stone houses, and Fine barns 

Tn the catty years, a log school was erected on the Jacob Swackhamer 
farm, Lot 32, 3rd lise Esquesing, and servied as a school, commanity centre 
fand church for a number of year The old fog school was later used as a 
poultry hovse, on the Swackhamer farm, uti the year 1960. 

‘These pioneers were industrious, palvotis, and religious, and on Saturday, 
February ih, 1998, they held a meeting in the school, and organized a 
congregational chute, with Rev, H. Denny as the minister, at the school was 
Tater ama, they made plans to Build a church at once, which was erected 00 
the 3xd line, at the boundry between Erin, and Eaquesing, and they Beld their 
first service on January 100h, 1840, and named st Churchill Church 








The church was built of a pine timber frame, and i sl in good condition, 
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‘and has been in continuous use. We believe ths to be the oldest church building 
in this part of Ontacio. 1chas been a United Church since 192% 





Some years later a new log school was built on the farm of Donald 
rckhamer, Lot 2, 4th line Rrin Township, Inter Known as the ‘Ressll farm, 
Robert Brownlee was the fist teacher in this school, teaching in the winter 
‘months only, he had a farm on lot 6, on the Sth line, from which be made 
his living, other teachers who taught in the school were Sam Bvans, Ronald 
MeDonald, Lionel Lindsay. 





In the year 1872 a new red frame school was built on Lot 3, 4th lie, on 
the Abraham Nellis farm, It received its mime “Woodsige” from its proximity 


Yo beautiful woods across the road. ‘The building is gone, but the beautiful 
Woods is sil there 


‘The teachers in this school were R. McDonald, Miss Julia ‘Thompson, 
Miss Jackson, Miss Keowen, Miss Annie Rei, Miss Elizabeth MeLellan, Chas 
McKinley, J. W. McGregor, Miss Daeiper, Miss Harper, and. Miss Pricilla 
Menzies 


This building was closed as a school in 1888, and in 1889 Wm. Smith 
bought it for $30.00 a year for 3 years, which he used for a dwelling for many 
years, 


‘The present brick bullding was opened in 1888, on Lot 5, eon. 5, on 
the Sth. sderoad, and the finalsite was recommended by Inspector J. Craig. 


Miss Pricila Menzies, the last teacher in the frame school, became the 
first teacher in the new Brick school, and Mrs. Clarence (Vera) Denny the 
ast, 


One acre of land for the ste was bought from Mrs, J. MeDoneld for the 
sum of $100.00 


‘The brick for the building was made on the Givin farm, Lot 6, 60h tne 


Water for the school was obtained from a spring on the McDonald farm 
{ow owned by Bruce Leitch) near the South East commer of the school grounds, 
for a nominal fee of $5.00 


In 1904 2 well was dug in front of the schoo!, but was filled in as the 
‘water was not good, another well was drilled in 1937 by J. L- Graham, depth 
118 fee, cost $342.94, 


Much interest was taken in the annual school mecings which were held 
‘in Christmas holidays. At the meeting in 1899 they decided to buy a stove, and 
build a new fence around the schoct-yard, the posts cost $2.40, digging holes 
'$2.00, paiating the gates $1.50, 


‘Years brought several changes, in 1934 indoor plumbing was installed, in 
1941 the platform was removed, in 1945 a new maple foot was led, in 1082 
‘Hydro installed, in 1956 a new oil space heater, In 1988 the woodshed. was 
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om down, in 1963 a new oll furnace was installed, in 1965 the school was 


UJored, and the pupils were transported by bus to the new central school at 


Ospringe. 

"The Woodhide School served ss a community centre for many years 
where lierary society meetings, presentations, showers, and various get-togethers 
‘were memorable occasions 

Rural mail began in 1912, prior to this the setters would go to Acton, 
COspringe, of Ballinafad fo pick up their mall 

Several small businesses were slated in the section. McLeans on the Sth 
tine had Blacksmith shop where all the local horses were shod. They also had 
looms for wearring Blankets which they sold, Brick kilns on the Kennedy, and 
‘Givens farms on the 6th lie provided brick for new homes, The ruins of a time 
Kin can ail be seen on the comer of the Sth sideroad, and the 3rd fine (The 
‘Thompson farm). A soap f4ctory opersted for some time on Lot 1, con. 5 
Wert A saw mill on the farm, Lot I, 3rd Line, where Leslie Smackhamer now 
Tves, cut timber for their now homes. Kenney Shoe Repsis operated on Lot 5 
Sit line (E. Freeman's home) Customers were asked to split wood vile waiting 
for thet shoes to be repaired 

Former pupils from Woodside section, have gone out into the world, and 
Jeft ther influence in many ways, some as successful doctors, nurses, teachers, 
fninstrs, and ete, among them being Bishop Warne, missionary to Tnaia for 
many yours Rev. Hector McLean, Missionary to China, and Rev. Mathew Cree, 
Presbyterian minister 

"To the old school we owe a debt of gratitude and can ook back with 
pride, fo what it has done for the community 


SI those voiceless walle could only speak 
(Of the days that have passed, the tales of yore 
“The friendships made, and the sorrows shared 
Of those who have crosed 10 that far off shore 
Memories of teachers, sict and ster 
Tn pensive roments, ovr thoughts renew 
Beneath the veil theit souls were Kindy 
Their minds were wise, their hearts were tru”. 

This is a brief history of Woodside in which we have ttied w present 
some interesting notes from the past. Now we must Look 10 the future, for our 
Children the narrow limits of @ neighbourhood are being pushed back, but 
their memories, and friendships will be 20 sicher than those who have reccived 
training at Woodside Schoo. 


McEARHERN CENTURY FARM. 
History of half of lot 4, Con. 6, Erin Township 


On February 13 1845, Angus MeLean aged 47, who originally came from 
the Island of slay with his parents, ought the west haf of lot 4 con. 6 Erin 
from Caleb Marlatt. This land had previously been bought from the Crown 
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by John Hilcox April 28, 1824, His wife Euphemia Smith, and 3 older 
children born in Scotland, secompanied him, They had 9 children sll of whom 
‘worked at various occupations, 

Joh, a carpenter and cabinet maker, also framed barns, and built the 
present house around 1868, Mary, a weaver who was often Known {0 be up 
at 4AM, working at her loom. People brought wool from all over the 
countryside t0 be woven into blankets and fancy bedspreads, tls0 rags 0. be 

Janel, also a weaver, did most of the housekeeping. Alexander, a stone 
‘mason built the foundstions for a good many barns in the distict, Angus was 
the farmer. Duncan went to Wisconsin, married, and had 2 daughters, Donald, 
a blacksmith, married Sarah McKinnon and farmed across the road on lot 4 
con. 5. They had 9 children, 

Anne, dressmaker, mother of Annie and Effie mastied Joba McEachern 
and lived at Hartston, This family remained bechelors and spinster, all but 
3, and spent their enti lives on this farm, 

Alexander and Angus McLean inherited the farm in 1870, John, Norman 
and Herbert MeBachern, nephews, from Angus McLean in 1917. Present owners 
are Angus McEchern and Mrs. Herbert McEachern.who have the crown dee. 








‘The MeBachern Bros. did custom work, mostly theeshing, slong. with 
their farming operation, and raised some fine’ Perchefon horses, They bought 
their fint threshing outfit powered by steam, in 1922, and later switched to 
tractors. To this day they are sill seam fans. Ron McEachera owne a Joba 
Goodison engine in excellent condivon, which gore to the Steam Show at 
‘Milton each Year. 





BRUCE LEITCH CENTURY FARM 


Lot 2, Con, 8 West 

‘The Crown Deed sas taken out in 1826 by Mra, Hannah Kennedy 
Jt was taken over by Willlam and John Kennedy, her son's and was in 
the Kennedy name until 1850, 

Jn 1859 James Russell bought st and fm 1662 it became the poor 
perty of Marion Russell who married Andrevr Cree in 1888, They are tho 
grandparents of the present owner, 

4n 1913 Jams Cree bought it from hls parents and owned it until 
3048, In 1946 it was bought by the present owner Sarah Jane Leitch, 
(Sarah Jane. Cree). 








‘THE KERR CENTURY FARM 


Jn 1845 the Kerrs sotted on the north west half of Lot 3, Con. 6 (Sth 
line) Erin Township, and have owned, and lived there ever since, Robert Caldwell 
Kerr the present owner isthe Sth generation. 

‘The Crown deed was taken out by John Tice on March 10h, 1827, but 
‘on March 200s, 1827, it was transferred to Mr. Simmerman, and on February 
26th, 1832 it was deeded to Henry Konkle, who sold it to James Ker, and his 
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wife Mary on March 4th, 1845, who came to Canada from Ireland, 


When they first came they lived for @ short time on Lot 1, 8th con. Erin 
“Twp. (7th line) where the Ballinfad store now stands 


‘On March 11th, 1850, they deeded the form to James Kerr, the younger, 
‘heir son, who was born on the boat while coming fram Irland. 


When James Kerr, the younger died, the farm was left to his wife 
Margaret ase Brownlee) until their son Robert reached the age of 2 years and 
the farm was tured over to him on May 17th, 1898, who in turn deeded it to 
his som James Archibald on Apel 15th, 1959 





(Over the years the Kerts have beon purchasing mote land, and the farm 
row consists of 425 acres. James Archibald deeded the erigial farm to his som 
Robert Caldwell Kerr, in 1968 


A brick house was built on the farm in 1878, replacing the original Jog 
hows, this house and 3 acres, was deeded to Roberts sister Lydia Marie (Kerr) 
‘Andefson in 1965 


Robert Kerr, and his bride have bull a new house on the farm. She was 
the former Pat Knox and is now President of the Ontario Junior Farmers. 

‘The Kerrs have been great lovers of show horses for five generations, and 
their “Lady Kerr” breed of Hackneys have won many prizes over the years, and 
they also have a fine herd of Holstein Cate 





S. S.No. 11 
NINTH LINE SS. NO. 11 — ERIN TOWNSHIP 


SS. No. 11, oF the Ninth Line section, ait was commonly calle, comprised 
the north coener of Erin Township. It was settled in the 1800 by Scottish 
families, of whom some bore the family names of MeLachlan, McFee, MeDougil 
Smith, White, Harbour, MeKinoon and. Ferauson 





Jn 1833 and 1834, MeFe, Sith and McLachlan families settled on Lots 
29, 30 and 32, Sth line, after having made the throe week tip from Areleshire, 
‘Scotland to Halifax, Canada, ‘The McLachlan Tond was bought and the deed 
procured in Hamilton, The running stream was 4 deciding factor inthe 
MeLachla’s choice of Lot 30, Concession 10. 


For these pioneers, the maple trees yetded thee lest means of livelihood. 
In the art of tree tapping, it Was said that some of the women were more 
stilfl th the men in Wielding the axe fo make nicks for tapping the trees. The 
Imaple supar_was carried many miles to trade for flour and other provisions 

‘From thee early farms, are two Centennial farms — the farm Lot 
32, Cone. 9E, owned by Mr, and Mrs, Donald MeFee, and the farm Lot 29 
Cone. 9W, owned by Mr, and Mrs. Archie MeDougall Both these farms have 
served generations bearing the family names for o¥er one hundred and thirty 
years, The MeDougall farm is,the oldest farm in the same name in Wellington 
County 
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CENTURY FARMS 
‘THE ROWAN CENTURY FARM 


Thomas Rowan Sr. was bom in Ireland in 1796 of Scottish parents. 
In 1830 with his wife and family of four children came to Canada, After 
his arrival his wife died. Living fist at Woodbridge and then Sand. Hill he 
took up land in 1840 on the NE. half of Lot 31, Con. 11. The fist home 
\W@s a log cabin. The son Thomas Jr. built another Tog house on the: propety 
Thomas Jr. and his wife Anne Menary had a family of twelve. In 1881 the 
large tick home now lived in by grandson Arthur Rowan. was bulls John 
Rowan, » brother of Thomas Jr. whose wife Jane Clarke built-a home. on 
S.W. half of Lot 31 Con. 11. They raised 10 children. John Rowan, sold 
his farm (0 soniniaw Win, Henderson. In 1914 Robert Rowan, who ad 
faken over the farm from her father ‘Thomas Jr. bought the farm from Mr 
Henderson uniting the two farm. Mr, Arthur Rowan is the present owner 


MeDOUGALL CENTURY FARM 


1. Lot 29, Cone. 9W Erin Township—Present owners—Mr. and. Mes 
Archie MeDougall 

Jn 1832, Mr. and Mrs Duncan McDougall and family of six boys and 
four girls namely: John, Donald, Nil, Duncan, Archie, Allen, Nancy, Jane, 
Katie and Mary came fom Scotland. They cleared the land and settled on this 
100 acre farm, 

‘The son, Donald McDougall took over the farm in 1880, and carted on 
mixed farming. in partnership with his brother Niel Mr. and. Mrs. Donald 
MeDougll had a family of four — Annie, Duncan, John and Arche. 

Donalds son, John MeDouall, took over the farm in 1908, and carted on 
nixed farming until 1941, when his nephew, Archie MeDougall, bought this 
farm, on which he and his wife sl reside, Archie and his brother Alex operate 
4 beef programme on 300 acres, 


Mr. and Mrs. Archie McDougall have one daughter, Joyce (Mrs. Fred 


oncan) residing in Guelph; making the fifth McDougall generation to have lived 
fon this farm. 





MsFEE CENTURY FARM — PRESENT OWNERS 


MR, & MRS. MoPEE 


2. Lot 32 Conc. 9E Erin Township—Present owners —Mr. and Mrs, Donald 
MeFee. 

In the spring of the year I833, Arhibald Meee and his wife, the 
former Sarah MeLachlan, arrived in this country from Argyleshire, Seoiland 
In the new country they cleared the lind and made a homie on Lot 32, Cone 
9, Erin Township, for themselves and their family of one son Dovgal, and 
five daughters. In the fall of 1833, another son, John, was born to this family. 

later years, this property became John’s the younger son, who in 1868 
‘married Surah McDougall, They had a family of two sons and three daughters 
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‘pamely Christina (Mrs. John Sugsid), Archibald (unmarried); Annie (Mrs, Charles 


[Dyers Barbara (Mrs. Gcorge Ellenton); Mary (unmarried); and John, who 
‘married Ethel May Awrey in September 1913. 


(Mr, and Mrs John McFee's family of five sons and one daughter were 
Archie, Wilbert, Donald, Allan, Walter and Frances, 


Mr. Archie and Miss Mary McFee continued to stay on the homestead 
farm until their death — Archie pasted away in July 1936, and Mary in May 
1949, This farm, then, became the property of their brother, John 


[At the present time, Mr. and Mrs. John McFee's third son, Donald is the 
owner, He and his wife, the former Isabelle Barbour, thied daughter of Mr. 
land Mes, Thomar Barbour, of Eris, now reside on this farm. They have three 
daughters, Marion, Roth, and Anne — fifth goneration MeFee's over 134 years. 


‘The early seltlers realized the need for an educational centre for their 
children. The fist school was a log structure on Lot 31 Cone. 10, then owned 
by Mr. Dougal MeFee. A large open fire place heated the building fom firewood 
ct and hated in by the pop 





The second school was built at the front of Mr- John McLachlan's farm 
Lot 30, Cone, 10. That school was where Plesint View Cemetery now is. This 
second school wat frame building, where an average of 75 and as many 38 91 
pupils attended at one time, and were sated on long benches of rough lumber. 
‘This building served as a church a well s8 «school. Church services and Sunday 
School were held soch Sabbath Day. Singing clases were conducted by Mr. 
Borland and Mr. Eddie Dyer. Literary mectings by the Patrons of Industry, led 
by Mr Archie MeLachlan, met during the week 


The thied school, a brick structure, was built in 1888 on the corners of Mr. 
Baie Dyers and Me. John White's arms, Lots 30 and 31, cone. 9. This school 
‘was built under the trstecship of Mears John McFee, Joba White and Archie 
‘MeLachlan, To celebrate the opening of this new school, a dance was held in 
the olf frame school hows. 





‘Two problems to be coped with in the brick school for many years, were 
heating systems and the fallures of water systems A variety of farnaces and 
Moves were inadequate in heating the high ceillnged building, so, in 1929 the 
tailing was lowered, and heating, by means of {wo sloves, improved somewhat 
{Until 1938, when a well was drilled, most of the water used was caried by pails 
by the pupils, from the MeLachlan or McFee farms. By the time the school was 
reached, part of the water had slopped out of the pal, and in winter, more than 
Tikely, it had frozen on the pupil’ legs. Other services performed by the pupils 
‘were the caretaking duties — sweeping, dusting snd slating fies. For this, they 
‘were paid small amount per day 


‘Through the years, a highlight of the school year was the Ninth Line's 
almost snmual Chrismas concert. This often was a community projet of the 
Combined talents of the school pupils aad the olier folk in the section. Many 
feancers were held in the school. Some of the preparations involved were the 
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erection of a platform, decorating the school room, bringing in the Christmas 
tees, and arranging dressing rooms in the woodshed lit by coal oll lanterns, Tn 
later years, for bette accommodations for bath performers and audience, the 
concerts were presented in Hillsburgh Town Hall, Sometimes a box social and 
dance were part of the evening's entertainment 


Inspections at SS. No. 11 were conducted by Col J. J. Craig, Me. Le P. 
Menzies, Dr. G. G. MeNab and Mr, W. R. MeVitie 


In June 1960, the Ninth line school closed its doors as a school. Mr. Andrew 
BB. King was the last teacher at SS. No.II. In September 1960, the pupils from 
SS. No. 11 were transported by bus to the new Ross R. MacKay School in 
Hillsbureh, 


‘Teachers who have served SS. No. 11 through the Years are as follows: 
Me. Grazcley, Mr. Langford, Mr- McGinnis, Me, McKenzic. Mr- Hooper, Mist 
Janette Lang, Miss Margaret Strachan, Miss Grace MeMurchy, Miss: Minnie 
Dodd, Mr. McArthur, Mr. Robert Wansborouh, Miss lors McMillan, Mr. Frazee 
MoLean, Mr. George Clingn, Miss Matis McKee, Me, Alfeed Stippen (Dr). 
‘Miss Madge Fovlie, Mr. Henry Gear (Dr), Mr. Atther Tortie, Miss Olve 
‘Thompson, Miss Fannie Reid, Miss Marjorie Carmichael, Mr. Archie Campbel, 
Mr. Ross R. MacKay, Miss Haze! Stewatt, Miss Evelyn Thomas, Miss Eveleigh, 
Miss Louise Short, Miss Esme A. McGill, Miss Bertha Hamilton, Miss Nancy 
Lang, Miss Ruby M, Sargent, Miss Elds A. Parlow, Miss Marie Barbour, Miss 
Hope Smitert, Miss Margaret C. Carmichael, Me. Dougal E, McFee, Mist Olive 
K. Bernett, Miss Elsie A. Caswell, Mise Jean M. Bothwell, Mr. J. D. Ferguson, 
Miss Gladys Barbour, Mrs, Elda 1. Barbour, Mrs. Agnes W. Blain, Mrs. Myrtle 
‘White, Mrs. Ruth Bain, Mis Jean Nodwell, Miss Lois Cunningham, Mrs. M. E 
Laidlaw, Mrs. Bertha R. Fines, Mr. Ganon Neil, Mist L. Rinker, Mrs. D. E 
Dyer, Mr. D. A. Russel, Mrs. M. C. Jackson, Mrs, George Somerville, Mr 
Andrew B. King and Mis. M. R. Mackie as musi teacher. 











Back in the 1880% plot of land on the MeLachlan farm, Lot 30, was 
fet aside to be the last resting place of some of the community's pioneers: The 
tombstones in Pleasant View Cemetery, bear the names of McLachlan, Smith, 
Ferguson and MeNiven. Of the trustees ‘of this cemetery, Mr. Angus MeLachlan, 
‘Mr. Neil Ferguson and Mr. John Smith Se, Mr. Smith isthe only survivor, 





‘The ninth line section has made its contributions to municipal Tite, Two 
citizens, Mr. James Miloy and Mr. John MeFee were each honoured in being 
‘lected to Wellington County Wardenship 


‘This community has been served by rural mail delivery for many years — 
first delivery being all from Erin Post Office, and in later years by Rural Route 
2 from Hillsburgh to part of SS. No. 11 section. As progress continued, tle: 
Phones and hydro each made a contribution to rural living. 





Among those who answered their country's eall to duty in Workd Wars One 
sand Two were John McLachlan and Elgin Barbour, in World War I — Allan. 
and Archie McFee, Dougal McFee, Gordon Hall, Charles and James Allan, 
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Wiliam, Ernie and Jack Maxwell, Robert Inkster and Ralph Brady in World 
War 2.'Set. Allan G, MeFee and Cpl. Wiliam Maxwell were Killed in acto 
and Ralph Brady died while (raining st Monteal 

‘Agriculture, on the fertile soil of this area, has through the years been the 
outstanding industry, yielding bounifel crops of wheat, grain, hay, com and 
Poiatoes. To give us some appreciation of the changing prices over the Yea 
Mr. John Smith St. remembers selling a 1000 pounds steer at three cents 
pound in 1900. With this money, he pai hi taxes totalling. twenty-seven 
dollars. With the remaining three dallas, he bought a handmade’ pair of 
French kip shoes with oak tan soles, from Lawson's at Donaldson's Corners 

Thus, sine before Confederation, this corner of Erin Township his been @ 
prosperous agricultural settlement, and stil, in thi, our Centennial Year, in 
spite of changing conditions in so many of our rural communities, this part of 
‘ur great country Keeps pace with the “jet age” of agriculture 











8. S.No. 12 
5. S. NO. 12 MAY ScHOOL 


‘The fiet school was of log construction and stood on the north corner 
of 27 sideroad and fifth line on the Somerville. Homestead 
861. a new brick school was consiructed on the west corner of the 
May's farm, Lot 27, con. 6 whish was the opposite comer 
‘The first teacher of the new school was Miss D, McKinnon, a native 
of Frin Twp. The teachers that followed were Alex McKenzie, Alex Gordon 
and Daniel Talbot. E. F. B. Johnston was a teacher who later became one 
ff Canada's most famous lawyers. Miss Agnes MePhal also m former teacher 
became famous as the fist woman to be elected to the Howse of Commons 
5 a member 0 the U.RO, for the foderat viding of Grey Novth 





others Teachers :— 























3. A. MeGat 
Miss Belle Robinson 
Mr. Joe ‘Thompson 
Miss Olive Aikens| 
Miss Bolle MeKechnie 
Miss Ada Cook 

Miss Bessie Thompson 
Miss Ada. Cornish 

Mrs. Dr, Abbott 

Mr, Burnie Russe! 

Mrs, Amolé McKinnon 
Mrs, Stel Rounding 
Miss Beulah Baldwin 
Miss Elda ‘Fetcher 
Miss Mation Cameron 
Mrs Jean Murray 


Mrs Fred Hamilton 
Miss Minnie Wheeler 
‘ss Jean Barbour 

Miss Irene Knox 

Miss Gladys Nodwell 
Miss Helen. MeNarchy 
Miss Olive Awrey 

Miss Aurelia Gillis 

Mr. Wa. Tupling 

Mrs. Alice Konitz 

Miss Hustler 

Mrs. Major 

Mrs. Eileen Rutledge 
Mrs Howard Switzer 

Mrs. Margaret Somerville 
Mes, Lawrence Bryan 
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In 1961 the decision was made 19 close the school and in January 1962 
the children were transported 10 the new Ross McKay central schoo! ia 
Hilsbursh 


On July 8th 1961 a reunion was held at the schoo! with over 400 former 
pupils and friends attending from a8 far away as New Liskeard. There were 
twelve ormer teachers present for this occasion. 


CENTURY FARMS 
WATSON CENTURY FARM 


On the 11th day of January 1867 William Watson a Scot yeoman 
porchased the farm situated on Lot 27 East half of concession 4 for the 
sum of $480.00 from the Crown Grant. The taxes atthe time were $5.50, 


He there raised a family of 7 boys and $ ils, one whom is stil 
living, Mary, Mrs, George Bolton of Orton. 


In the early years the Howse made of log was siusted in the field at 
the 4th line comer along with some other small buildings, which were later 
‘moved to their present site and a piece built on to the original house 


"The large barn which now stands was builtin 1886, 


In 1913 Richard Watson and Thomas Somerville a neighbour dug a 
well 20 feet deep which sill supplies water 19 hoth the house and barn, A. 
water box was also made out of hollow log sear the mide of the farm 
Which was fater replaced by a cement trough which runs the year round tad 
never freem’s providing @ constant water supply for stock. 


Richard Watson raed a family of 5 boys and 1 gir, Dave the second 
youngest of the family stil lives on the farm where he has a family of 
2 boys and 2 gil 


THE BARNES CENTURY FARM 


(On the eight day of October 1855 John A, Bares purchased from 
Archbold Taylor one hundred acres of land in what is now Exin Township 
“The politicians of the day fet that the Confederation of Canada was doomed 
and the Fenians were making repeated raids on the Canadian boarders, but 
in these unsettled times men such as John Barnes were bepinning the settlement 
of the Canadian Nation 

‘After paying bis tax bill of $6.75 John built a log cabin on the tind 
and commuted on foot from his home in Georgelown 10 work his farm. He 
‘eventually married and raised a family of sk children, In 1886. he house 
that sill stands on the land was built and the family: moved in 

Miller Barnes took over his Father's farm early in the 1900's and farmed 
there until 1942, OF the John A, Barnes family there is now only one 
surviving member, Mrs. Heary Thompson. 

Ta 1942 John Clifford Barnes took over the farm his grandfather purchased 
before Confederation, and is sill farming extensively 
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‘THE BURT CENTURY FARM 1823— 1967 


‘The Burt family is one of the oldest in Erin Township. The home farm 
is situated om Lot 25 Cons. 6. Erin Township, and is the original holding 
purchased for 100 pounds in 1823 by John Burt, John Burt was one of the 
arly pioneers who emigrated from Great Britian and end Furope in the 
arly nineteenth century 40 open up the province. He was a schoolmaster and 
Surveyor tnd a native of Scotland, He gave the land to his son George Cranfield 
Bart who cleared the land and established the farm. The form house that 
lived in today was built in 1873 during the ile of George Cranfield Burt 


John Henry Burt ran the farm after his father, Inter retiring in Hilsbureh 
when his son. George Chisholm Hurt carried on. George Bort retired 10 
Hilsburgh in 1952 and the farm is now in the name of Harry Party Burt. His 
son Gordon Clare Burt is the sixth generation living on the original home 
farm, 





CEDAR VALLEY 


"The peaceful litle hamlet of Cedar Valley was called Slabtown in the 
cightoon hundreds, The aame being taken from the sawmill operated by the 
Tarzwell family 

“The first sawmill was built in 1853. At that tine lumber sold at seven 
‘ottare pet thousand. Ta 1900 a grain grinding mill was added. In 1924 new 
fil was constructed, Both these mills were operated by water power. Tn 
1941 the ml was destroyed by fre and rebuilt in the summer of 1942, These 
amills were owned and operated for over a century by three generations of 


Tarewell Sazvmill built in 1924 
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the ‘Tarzwell family. George Tarzwell, his son Bob Wilson Tarzwell and 
srandson Kirby Tarzuell, RE. Price took over the mill in 1942. 1 was later 
‘operated by Renwicks, In 1950 the mill was closed, Ht was remodelled and is 
ow used a8 a summer home. 


‘Wm, Sheperdson and Sons owned pump manufacturing company on 
Lot 25, Sh tne. He used hones for power. He also had a planing mill and 
a blacksmith shop on this ste 


cuurcH 


The Reorganized Church of Jens Christ of Latter Day Sains, Cegar 
Valley Branch was staried when Elder Joba Shields came and preached 10 
4 small group in George Tarzwell’s home. This home was used until the 
church was built sfound 1888 at which time R, W. Tarzwell was appointed 
pastor and served a such unit his death in 1941 


Beet rings were common in many parts of the township, Farmers organized 
{nto groups took turns putting in a beef to be butchered, with the meat being 
Aivided amongst the members. Geo. Berry and Leonard Bessey were the two 
‘main butchers for the Cedar Valley area. When the locker services came 
Jno the towns and villages the beet rings were elscontinued 


‘Around 1895 James Tarawell started a. grocery sore in the house now 
‘owned by Alvin Culting. This store closed abot 1902, 


In 1933 Mr and Mrs, Emest Hall set up a grocery store in the front 
part-of the same building. During that year they ‘bought and tore down a 
building on the comer of seventeen sideroad and the seventh line. They 
Inauled home the lumber and erecied a store on top of the hill jst south of 
the howe now owned by Lorne Keeler, On the sixth of pail, 1940 the 
bilng, was Toaded on three sleigh and drawn by a tractor 10 is present 
Tocation on the east comer of the fifth Hine and the station road. In 1945 
Mr. and Mrs. Burt Price purchased the store and added the dwelling. Mr 
land Mrs. Harry Churcher were the next owners. In July 1956 the store vas 
fold to Mr. and Mrs, Wan, Reeves, Mr, and Mrs, James Ritchie purchased the 
store in 1967 


In 1946. welding shop was opened on the north corner with Elton 
Hibbs as propreter. Following the death of MF. Hubbs the busines was 
purchased by Rudy Gathotr who has operated the busines since that time 


Street lights were erected in Cedar Valley in 1962, The road into 
illsburgh was hardtopped in 1965 


A garage was opened in 1947 operated by RE. Price the present 
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S. S.No. 13 
OSPRINGE 5. 8. #13 








Ospringe was named from a vilage ia Eagland, a subuth of Canterbury 
inthe county of Kent, fom which eame the Gist setilers around the immediate 
‘omer in 1842. These were the Webbs, Andersons and Baldi, 


‘The settlement started much sooner than the place was named. We find 
that the Munn family setled where Gordon Fines now lives, lot 18, Con, 
3, in 1831, ‘The Campbells — George and several sons, came from shy, 
Scotland ia October 1831, and took up the farm recently owned by Wesley 
Leitch, lot 15, con. 3 and 4, Erin Twp. comprising 200 acres. They were 00 
Tate in the fall to build a house, and lived in a “dogout” in the hillside for 
the winter, Dugald Ferguson also brought his family from Arayleshite, Seodand 
fn 1831, and settled on Tot 10, con, 3. 





In 1832, Duncen Robertson setled on lot 13, at the fist ine come. 
He was the’ great grandfather of the Robertsons, Hindleys, Van Normans, 
and "Aikens “of this neighbourhood. ‘The Robertions came {rom Lord 
Breadallane’s estate at Dull, Perthshire, Scolland. When Duncan came to 
FFrin township his nearest neighbours were: Aaron Abbot, on what is knows 
fy the Dulfield fm on the 6th line of Eramost; Rofus Berets, who lived 
in “Hungry Hollow”, which has since been renamed Everion; and on the 
‘Dugald Fergusos, mentioned above 





Duncan built a shanty on a knoll in the centre of the farm, and must 
have lived a lonely life la the woods. He made many trips through the woods 
and across the steams on cedar Togs to the home of Dugald Ferguson. These 
het work in Toronto, On one occasion he walked {0 Toronto. to see her, 
‘Mopping overnight at his father's farm at Norval, When he reached Toronto, 
‘weary and footore, he found that his Mary was in the hospital, sick with 
cholera which was raging in Toronto then. Sick with disappoiniment, he 
tramped ack to Norval, where fe was taken with cramps, and, of course, 
thought he had cholera. Mrs. Stewart, wife of Col Stewart, who had a 
local reputation af a mrs, undertook to reat his. She filled’ barcel_ with 
hot water, covered it with boughs, then with a gull, and s0 proceeded to 
steam him. When he had pespired frely, he was put to bed, and so effectual 
twas the treatment, that he was able to proceed on his journey 10 Erin in the 
morning. 








In 1834, having tired of shanty life, he built a log howse near the first 
line, and be and Mary were marred in. November. ‘Their house faced the 
south an jost in front of it they had a fold for the sheep, which were brought 
in every night to Keep them from the wolves. 


SCHOOL 


“The upstairs of the house was all in one 100m, and as soon as there 
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a school was started 





ie about 
1845, with Miss Buck os the first teacher, The discipline could not have been 
the best, for one day Mrs. Robertson heard a disturbance, and went upstairs 
to find the teacher trying to extricate a boy from under one of the beds, 
Where he hed gone to escape punishment. The school was later moved to 
the home of Robert James, grandfather of Mrs. Mary Cooke, lot 13, con. 2 
Joho Btchart taught her, 


Teachers who taught at Ospringe were 








Miss Boek Miss Bell 

Joba. Butchare Miss Burgess 

Mr. Galbraith Margaret Cooke 
‘Anna. Foreman 
‘Mary Martin 

Donald Munn Harvey Hassard 

George Kenny Stanley Jay 

Charles Black Miss Parsons 

B. Somerset Margaret Bret 

Hugh MeKay Irma MeDowgal 

an “Thomson Mrs Ruth Papole 

Daniel Talbot Mrs Mary Carney 

Miss Coke Mrs. Moore 

Malealm Mrs, Myrtle White 

Thomas Miss Potter 

Mr, Webster Fern Schell 

John Hamilton Mrs. Kingshott 

‘Amos Tovell Mr. Alico Royee 

Mr. Hansford Lorne Brown 

Herbert Awrey Mis. A.M. Rathbon 

Malesin Smith Mrs M. C. Jackson 

Matthew Cree Mrs. Shirley Anderson 

Miss Curie Mrs, Aulife 

Miss Yeomans Paul Donaldson 

Mise Steele Mrs. Die Corrigan 

Orville Gane Willan Parke 

Miss Dyke Bruce MacPherson 

Miss Thomson Mr Vera Denny 

Miss Clese Mrs, Nancy Sinclair 

Mis Gray Mis. Ann Graham 


‘There was soon an agitation for a school house, and a log one was 
partly built on the Peavoy property, on the west half of fot 15, con. 1, on the 
town line, These plans were changed, and a frame school 24° by 24° was 
boil on the north of the Guelph rosd, midway between the town Tine and 


the firt line, on the Robertson property, The school house was abandoned in 
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South Corner -— Willis Hotel 
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North Corner - Fielding Hotel 





East Corner - Ospringe Store and Post Office 
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1871, but the building was used as a driving shed by George Roberton, and is 
sill being used by the present owner, Keith Sinclar. 

‘The fist teacher in the new school, bull in 1871, was Miss Coke, who 
taught twelve years, George Anderson Sr. carried the hand bell from the old 
building. to the new bck school. In 1885 Amos Tovell was teaching at & 
salary of $450.00. Seventy-four pupils were registered from the ages of 5 
to 21, with an average attendance of 35, 








Hydro was installed in the school in the summer of 1937. Children 
became $0 numerous, two teachers were hired to teach in the one room for 
a couple of years, which proved very inconvenient, In 1955 a new dition 
Was put up adjoining the old building, and both were heated with an of 
furnace installed in the new part, 


With consolidation in 1965, a modern school was built above the comer 
fon the 2nd Tine, compete with six classrooms, ‘teachers’ room, principal's 
room, kitchen. and mult-purpose oom, ‘The other two room school was 
purchased hy the highway and reinoved. 


Curses hill was named after the Currie family who bought the property 
in 1845, The widow of Lachlan Cui with ten of « family, came feo lay, 
Scotland in 1830, and seed in the township of Caledon. ‘The youngest, 
Alexander, was about eight years of age, When he grew up he set out 10 
pick a home for himself. Having selected lot 13, con. 4, Erin township, he 
{ook an older gentleman with him to see i. The farm was virgin forest aod 
the land very sloney, so this man said, “I pity the gil you bring here as your 
wite Nevertheless, Alexander bovght the facm, and so diplomatic. was his 
conduct, that two years fate, in 1845, he married the same gentleman's daughter 
SMAnn MacDougall. 


‘Their decendants were Miss Ada, and Extett Corrie. The land was cleared 
of the slones many years ago, which were so numerous they could ho used as 
Stepping stones all over one of the best fields, Neil, brother of Alexander, lived 
fon the east all of lot 13, but afler some years, sold to his nephew, Alekander 
Currie, who was for many years tax collector in Brin township. He also, Iter, 
sold the farm and kept store in Ospringe on the east corner 

ROADS 


‘The Guelph and Erin road was a given road, and at this point, as well 
as many others, ran through the farms which were lot 13. The pioneers not 
only gave the roads, but records say that they cleared them. George Anderson, 
John Webb, John Moon, Samuel Dunbar, Jacod Snyder and Duncan Roberson 
were the first to underbrush and open out the rood! from the Sd line to Eramoss 
Towle 





Previous to this, the route to Guelph followed an Indian tril coming 
from the 71h line by Mimosa, through the farm Known a Baptles, on the Ist 
line. An Indian camping ground war in the back field by the bush. 


When the road was built, about 184, a toll gute wat situated shoot half 
uz 
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vay between Ospringe and the tives, where a ridge steched across, This was 
Tor many year called the toll hil, A team was always available so when one 
feam came along pulling a heavy load, the other would be hitched on in front 
to help them up the bil, 


Mr, and Mrs, Donald MacNeill kept the toll gate. It was not operated 25 
the modern ones are, but the operators lived in the house, and the gate was 
tlose by, and could be opened from inside. Their grandson, Vietor Canhame, 
twas for yeats an employee of Q. B. Ryan's, and crossed the ocean many times 
Th their buyer, handling women's réady made garments. He became an inventor 
fof many of the gadgets, — hangers, sic, which are commonly used today. 





When the toll ate's work was done, the house was moved into Ospringe 
about 1875, and Geo, P. Anderson and his mother lived in it. Tt was moved 
fzsin in 1952, when the Dept. of Highways widened the rond, and is now 
the home of Mr, and Mrs, Vernoa Stewart 


Mr, Hugh MeNair and his brotberialaw, Mr. MeKenzic, who setled on 
the second line in 1848, built the second Tine road through the swamp with 
hhand Tabout, as the swimp was too wet 10 use oxen to move the logs for 
the road, They asked help ftom the council, but reeived not a cent. In April 
1963, the department of highways took over the 2nd line 1 extend highway 25 
from Milton to highvay 24 at Ospringe. 


Me. MeKenzie had a family often children, and underwent many hardships 
‘A mad dog came along and bit their two cows and all their young stock, $0 
they were left without stock at one tine. 


Mz. MeNait also had 8 sons and 2 daughters. He had a brood sow 
pasturing in the bash, When sbe came home one evening, he found that a bear 
hhad had a meal of special back bacon from over the poor animal's kidneys 
She lived and wa fattened for pork. 


BUSINESSES 


John Hawhins, blacksmith was for many years picturesque fre in 
COspringe. His shop was situated between the Anderton house on the corner, 
land the Hawkins howe now occupied by Mr. and Mrs, Klooster. He died 
hoot 1908. Mr. Baldie bought the Hawkins house in 1921, and the shop was 
torn down 


‘The other blacksmith shop was run by Dugald McNair in 1871, where 
David Stowar's driveway i nov. Part of the shop wat later wed by the beet 
fing at a slaughter house, It was taken down and put up behind the howe, 
nd used as aa implement shed, by John MePhal, who give the old anvil to 
Mr. Bapte. 

'A woodworking shop owned by Duncan McKenzie, sat between the 
blacksmith shop and the Sinclair house. Mrs. Standish had it tore down, and 
the litle garage was built out of the material. George Anderson worked there 
‘until e built his own shop. This be did in 1915, with material from an old 
Sawmill he purchased from Robert Young, who owned the farm on the 2nd 
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line now owned ty Mr. MeDuffe, who keeps palomino saddle horses This 
shop was built behind the Anderson house, just above the 2nd Iie corner; 
and i now used as a storage shed by the Stewarts, 


William Hacris, a shoemaker, hud his shop on the 2nd line below the 
Store operated by William Symons — more recently, Bulloch's China and 
Gitt Shop. 


‘The first store Keeper in Ospringe was F. S, Clarke, on the South comer. 
He sold to John Fielding, who enlarged and remodelled the building into. 4 
hotel, known ss the Anglo American Hotel It was bought. by Charles 
Anderson some years aftr, and run at 4 hotel for many Years. The stage 
foach weat through from Erin to Guelph three times « week, and the horses 


‘always had a cool drink at the water trough on the pump snd in front of 
the hotel 





‘The second store keeper was John McBain on the east corner, and the 
first post office was operated by Frances Clark in the sore in 1854, ‘The 
ld store and house was moved back by one of the owners, anda {wo story 
Structure bull, which served as a store and post office for the community 
‘unl 1903, when John Cunningham sold to Jas, Kirkwood, who at one time 
was a member of provincial parliament, when he lived on lot 9, con. 2. He 
never bothered store Keeping, s0 the post office was moved across the road 


Where Josiah Stewart had bought the hots from Charles Anderson and 
renovated it into a generat store. 


This building wss purchased in 1925 by D. G. and Mrs. Robertson from 
Mrs, Ecclestone and son Fred. Before elecircty wat installed ice cream was 
Sold in the hot summer months, and was packed in ice and salt, which had to 
be drained off each day, This was theown on the road to help Tay the dust 
Neighbours cows used to come and lick up all they could find, One bossy, 
‘more venturesome than others, walked through the open door and came into 
the store to find the source of supply. Needless to say, she was cautiously 
Ushered ouside before any damage was done. On October 30, 1947, the 


‘government removed and closed the post office, and the aren is now served by 
‘ural mal cartier, 





These two buildings which provided the community with the necessary 
rovers and supplis for many years, are now being demolished on agreements 


With the depariment of highways, so the junction of the two highways may. be 
widened, 


Mr. and Mrs. Roberton built modern marketeria on the north side 
of the highway beside Ed Stewar’s service station, This cement block enrage 
was builtin 1949 by David Swart to replace the small shop he purchased 
from Duncan MeTavish in 1934, who had built ithe previous Year 

This was the ste of the British North American Hotel, more commoaly 
known as Fielding’s hotel, as it was fst owned by Thos" Fielding Hiram 
Swackhammer sold to Robert Young in 1908. Ms, Young tore the bulding 
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down, and the sume house Alex Stewart lives in was built with the material 
Josiah Stewart removed the hotel stables, and wsed the lumber to build his 
‘barn in 1915, 

‘When Thoms Fieling kept the hotel in the easly days he is remembered 
because he seemed to realize the danger of his business, and would only give 
4 traveller one drink, and neighbours not ny 


cHurcH 


Rev, Barker, an early Congregational minsler, used to. piss through the 
village on horse beck, going from Speedside to the’ White Church in Caledon. 
He was javited by ‘Thomas Fielding to hold a service in the tallroom of bis 
hotel, and consented. Mr. Fielding adveried the mecting and provided seas. 
‘The ball room chanced to be situated just above the bar room, and a citizen 
who was patronizing the bar, heating the singing above, asked what it was, 
Being told that it was a church service, he raised his alas, and inspired 
probably by the “scotch” he had already taken, he said 


There are spirits above, and spirits below, 
The spits above are the Spits Divine, 
But the spirits below are the spirits of wine”, 


“The first semon at Ospringe was on a weok day, Jan, 7, 1888, Rev. Baker 
continued to preach there until 1861, Mr. Fielding interested himself in the 
bulding of church, Land was given by the pioneer "Dad Web” on the 
extreme north west corner of his farm, under a Tease that was to last 2s long 
fs it was a chutch propery, 


‘The church was builtin 1862 by comunity labour. Me. Fielding boarded the 
smen at the hotel free of cos, and also made cash contributions. Tt was always 
‘considered a Union Church, but the deed wae taken out and always held by 
the Congregationaliss. The fist seats were logs of wood, rudely hewn. About 
1873, William Webb collected money to putin sets and paint the church 


‘The first Sunday Sehool was organized by John Hindley, at that time 
Iinisteriat student at MeGill University. He also preached for some time after 
Rev. Barker gave up the chat. 


‘This charge was linked with Everton Mission station, with the minister's 
salary parly paid by the presbytery. But in 1876 Fverton coulda't support the 
‘ministerial supply, and asked to be released. Erin Presbyterian Church then 
‘asked permission from presbytery to be liked with Ospringe, and this arrange 
ment has continued to thi day, Rev. E, J, Mclonis was minster at the time, 
tnd in 1877 the church was propery orginied, and elders elected. Rev. Metnnis 
jst stayed one year, and after a years vacancy, Rev. Fowl came and served 
for 25 years. During his ministy the new church was built oa the Guelph road, 
‘The corner stone was laid July 2nd, 1888, The old bulding was torn down by 
Mr. Webb. 








In 1890, we find the first record of the Ladies Aid, when thoy asked if 
‘hey could Buy an. organ for the church, IC was voted on by ballot at a church 
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service, with forty five to five in favour. In 1892 a report was given of the 
YPSCE. — Young People's Society Christian Endeavour. Also, in 1891, 
a the annual meeting, the trustees were given permission from Mr. Anderson 
to build shed at the back of the church, This has since disappeared, as 
hs the church steeple 


ORGANIZATIONS 












(On August 4th, 1899, the Sons of Scotland was insted at Ospringe by 
Mr, H. MeDonald, It was called McDonald Camp No, 15. Jas. A. Cutie was 
chief for the year 1900, with Geo, P. Anderson reconding secretary. Their 
meetings were held upstairs over A. J, Curries sore. In 1905 they moved 10 
Chas. Baldic’s house. This frame house was torn down by Mr. Daldic some 
years before the new one was bulk, owned by Gertrude Suner, 


Garden parties were held by The Sons of Scotland. In the year 1901 
admission was 2S. and 10e. At one mesting a motion was made that all 
‘members take part in the entertainment on the evening of Oct. th, ot be 
tubject to a fine of Se. Next meeting repors of a jovial time spent in speeches 
fand readings, a Gaelic duet ty Bros, les, MeLean and Jas, A. Cute, and 
instrumental masic by the orchestra 


The Ospringe Women's Institute was organized in 1905 with Mrs. Horace 
Tovel, president, and’ Miss Emma Baldi, secreary-treaurer, Through good 
years and Jean ones, through wars and peace, through small membership and 
large, the Ospringe W.L has been mindful ‘of our motio—For Home and 
Country, and in 1965 celebrated thelr 60th anniversary, 





4H. homemaking clubs were sponsored by the W.I, The frst was in 1936, and 
through the years many girls have been taught sewing, baking, and gandening. 

‘Ospringe Orchestra used to donate their talents on many occasions. Tt 
comprised of George Anderson, violin; Oscar Locker, guiter; and Gertie 
‘unter atthe organ, 

In 1937 the Literary meetings were organized, and many an enjoyable 
evening was spent in wister, when each lie took their turn in entertaining with 
their particular talents, One evening there was an attendance of 340. 


Farm Forums were also an important occasion on Monday evenings for 
fa few years, when everyone sat around the radio listening 10 the, broadetst 
‘After some lively diseusions on the topic of the evening a social time was 
Spent in games and lunch 





In March 1967, sret lghls were installed in the village, brightening up 
the community 


‘We repeat the words of Ada Currie: To the pioneers and their good wives 
we today ove much. They lad the foundations in clean living and industrious 
toil, Were it not for that, ovr community life today might not be 50 pleasant 
fs itis. May our residents long continue to hold high — honour, truth and 
righteousness, and thus may blessings and prosperity be the inheritance of 
the children and children’s children, and generations to follow. 
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S. S.No. 14 
‘Ths catly sates of this Section known 48 the Mimosa District but in its 
‘origin called Dublin, received that name from a number of Irish people ‘who 
Setiled there about 1840, Later other nationalitierScotch, English, German, 
Dateh, and United Empire Loyalists moved in, 








“Their closest Post Office at that time was Fergus, so wishing beter Mail 
Service, the residents applied to the Government for a Post Olfie, which was 
‘ranted and sven the mime of Migiosa. Mr. Henry Reed who then owned the 
farm Lot 28, Concession 2, now owned by Misses O'Donnell (formerly Mr. 
Emest Awrey) was given the Postmastership and the Office was in the house 
‘The Mail was caried from Fergus by Mr. Edward Mooney, who served several 
Post Offices along the way. This called for one Mail a week 





A small store was soon built at Mimosa and he Post Office was moved (0 
the store. The Post Office was under the managentent of Mr. Duncan McDougal, 
afler Mr. McDougal came Messers John H. Reed, Duncan Camptell, A. D. 
Farr, Samuel Gibson, Isiah Cawthra and finally George Hudson 


Following the building of the sore a hotel was built and was operated by 
Mr. Nash followed by TC. Cavihra, John Colson and finally sold to Mr 
Samvel Gibson who turned it into a dwelling and itis ail used as @ dwelling 
to-day, owned by Mr. Cecil Watmington 


Mimosa grew to have two stores, 2 hotels, a shoe shop, Backamith shop, 
‘hopping. mil, and several homes, 


The building of the Credit Valley Railway in 1880 and the opening of 
the station and Post Office in Orton marked the beginning of Mimosa. gradually 
‘diminishing as a trading centre 


About the time Mimosa received its name a sinall log schoo-hovse was 
built in Mr, John Small’ fekd (now owned by Mr. Clayton Bacon) nese the 
Tine fence on Concession 1, This was later replaced by a brick strctore ia 
1872, onthe same farm only on 27th sderond. As the years went by the building 
became so dificult to heat during the Winter, that in 1922 the people of the 
Section decided to erect a new school. A. special building Committer was 
appointed. Tt was composed of Messer R. J. Robertson, William Miller and 
‘Wesley Jessop. It was not completed until November 


During September schoot was beld in the basement of the Methodist Church, 
4 few rods away. During October clases were held in the basement of the new 
‘school. On the 7th of ‘November, school war conducted upstairs, with Miss 
adie Atcheson as teacher. 
The new school was the meeting place of the Community and msny socal 
‘evenings were held, The Mimosa Literary Society was formed and a lively 
‘Sebatng team competed in many parts of the County, 


Many prominent men and women started their Education at the litle red 
school of SS. #14, Mr. Fred A. Hamilton, Director of Faation and Executive 
Secretary of St Catherines, Secondary and elementary Schools, bears honourable 
mention a6 a native son of Mimosa. 
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‘Owing to the strides in Education a new Central School was built at 
COspringe and in the Fall of 1965 the school at Mimosa did not re-open. The 
teacher, Mrs Albert Royee and pupils went to the new sehool at Ospringe, 
‘marking the passing of the Hite red school house at Mimosa 





ring the fist World War the women of the Mimosa District organized 
4 Red Cross Branch known 5 the Patroic Society, with Mrs. Thomas Lowry 
te present and Mrs. Robert Jackson, Secretary. These ladies were an active 
group of workers 


At the close of the War in 1918 these Indies banded together to form the 
Mimosa Womens’ Insitute. There were twenty-six names on the fist member~ 
‘hip roll. The first officers were: Presilent—-Mrs, Wesley Jesop, Secretary 
Treesurer—Mrs. Heaty MeDougal. Two charter members, Mrs, Robert Wheeler 
and Mrs. R. J. Robertson, are sill on the rol 





Rural women would naturally be imerested in agriculture and wish their 
daughters to be interested, also. Av far back a+ 1925 a gis’ judging team 
received coaching in preparation for judging atthe Canadian National Exhibition 
jn Toronto. In 1932 three ice were sent to compete in a judging competition 
at the Ontario Agricultural College in Guelph, In 1949 Helen Fleweling and 
Donna Bacon’ were sent to the CN, at Toronto to demonstrate Canning 
Tomatoes and in November of the saine year Helen represented Welington 
County at the 4H Club Congress in Chicago. Many of the gils in the Club, 
more recenly known as the "Mimosa Helles” have completed 12 Clubs and 
received Provincial Honours, ‘The Insitute owes @ debt of gratitude 10 the 
fwomen who gave Leadership 40 the many Girls’ Cubs that have deen eld 
ver the years 








Much has boon accomplished in the past but there ib stil a tot to be 
‘accomplished in the ftir. Let us remember our Women's Insitute Moto, For 
Home and Country, and plan for the future 


[A history of Mimosa would not be complete without the mention of Mr. 
Samuel Gibson who was & blacksmith and plied his tage for over 49 year. 
He was an exceptionally skilled workman, Repair jobs were brovsht (© him 
by farmers for many miles distant, Mr. Gibson was also a Dentist at times. This 
Title incident happened on Elestion Day, 1990, as told by the late Mr. Leonard 
Awrey. 





About twenty farmers were consretated in Sain Gibson's blacksmiths shop 
when in cams Jim Irvin with a terrible oothache. Sim, who was master of all 
trades, and having a pair of hand-made forceps, persuaded Jim to sit down and 
at it he went with power and strength and ou it came, crack! Snap! But when 
Sam looked he had two teeth instad of eve. One af the tezth slipped cut of 
the pincers and lew up Sim's Sleeve, Sam stil holding one in the ewe 
Instrument. Holding it up, remarked, “There she Sim's rematk to this was, 
‘Many thanks" but running his tongue around his mouth, he remarked that 
the hole was prety big for one tooth. Jim was not aware that Sam, smiling 
had something up his steve. 
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HISTORY OF BRIN TOWNSHIP. 


Mr. John Small Sr. lived to the grand old age of 104 years old. He came 
to Canada in 1842 from the County of Antsim, Ireland, and lived on the farm 
Tot 27, Concesion 2, Esin Township except for four years spent st Brampton 
He died in December, 1902 


As we look ick over the years what a change has taken place. Two 
homes, the Mimosa United Church, the to Cemeteries, Mimosa Union 
Cemetery, and Mimosa Disciple Cemetery, make up the litle Community of 
Mimosa. The old days were ful of hard work and long hours but out of it 
came & good Communtiy in which to live 


The history of the $8. #14 School Section and Community of Mimosa has 
boon taken from the records of the late Mesers Leonard Awse) and W. M. 
Grant 


DRUMMILL, 1861 
romill tively litle hamlet in the early days, sinted on the Erin, 
ramos Townline, Lots 25 and 26 


It was an Orange Centre, with an Orange Hall, Inn, Store, Blacksmith 
Shop and several hovses, 


Drumbill i now on a County Road, as of April 1, 1966. All that remains 
Js a shell of a log building, which will be removed by’ midsummer 


S. S.No. 14, built in 1822 
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LIST OF TEACHERS 8. 8. #14 





Joha H. Reed Iya Cook Madelsine Ronan 
‘Arthur Langford Katherine Houston Annie’ Thompson 
Allen Gibson da Cook ‘Mrs. Annie McCutcheon 
‘Acthor Rowan Jean Keith Mary Me Milian 
da Reed Jesie Miler Yvonne Disksoa 
George Clayton NEW SCHOOL 1922... Mrs. Dorthy Smith 
Bessie Thompson Sadie Atcheson Audrey King 

Jessie Eliott, Jean Rogerson Mrs. Margaret Lees 
Herle Reine Anna. Cormie Betty Steesson 

Jim Stephens Vera. Stephens ist ‘Kees 

‘Miss. Thstlewaite Eileen Dutty Mrs, Wm, Eleie 
Fred Lownes Chara Ezard Mrs George Major 
Howard Hawse Harold. Carter Mrs. Prickett 

John Simpson Tons. Tery Mrs Albert Royce 
Gertie Armstrong Mrs, Albert Royce 


HISTORY OF THE MIMOSA DISCIPLE CHURCH 
1863 — 1951 


‘The Disciple Church at Mimosa was organized through the effort of 
several families who, though altending Erin Centre or Everton Churches, fle 
the need of « church in their own Community, 


Faily in 1863. Henry Reed donated a small tract of land, Lot 28, 
second lie, Exin Township. On this land a frame building was erected during 
that summer. The new bulding was dedicated on September 27, 1863. The 
dedication services were condicted by two early Ontario preachers, James 


Kilgour and Alexander Anderson assisted by Dovgald Thomson of the Esin 


‘Centee Church, 
The {wo caliest elders were David Steward and Archibald McDougall 
and the first deacons were Henry Reed, Jese Anderson and. Thomas Tallon 
‘The elders carried on the work of the Church daring the fist 20 years 
sided by visting Evangelists. Allen Roberton led the singing starting the 
hymns with the aid of a tuning fork. In 1873 Mr. Henry Reed sold the ground 
for the present Cemetery. ‘The trustees were Jeste Anderson, James Mile, J 
Westover, and Thomas Tolon. The deed for this property is registered in the 
registry office in Guelph 
T. L. Fowler was the frst regular minister and began his work in 1883. 
For several years following, Mimosa and Everton worked together as a pastoral 
nthe late eighties the need fora larger building was realized to accomodate 
the growing Church. A bullding committee composed of David Gregson and 
Allen Robertson was appointed and the tullding was renovated and bricked 
This remodeled edifice was dedicated in 1890. The Sunday School was organized 
in 1877 with Dunean McDougal as. Superiatendant. R. J. Robertson served 
‘8 Superntendant for 29 years and his brother Daniel for 23. years as Bible 
‘Chas eacher, then the largest Bible Class in Erin Township. Others who 
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Mimosa Store Built in 1840 


served at the head of the Sunday School were Daniel Reed, Archie and Edward 
Stephens 


FFrom this pioneer congregstion five native sons have entered the Christian 
Ministty: Robert Stewart, John D. Stephens, H. F. Reed, Norman H. Roberson, 
and Colin J, Roberton. 


AAs time went on many of the active families became seattered with 
some moving West. Several of the active ropporters pussed to their reward 
and it became more and more difielt to carry on, Finally in. August of 1939 
regular worship. serves were ls The membership roll was 
transferred to the Hillsburs’ Church, Tie masked the end of seventy-six years 
ff helpfl services in the Community 





On July 17, 1951 a business meeting was held of former members and pot 
owners. At this meeting it was unanimously yoted t9 sell the Church bulding 
and forishings and put the proceeds into a trostfand for the upkeep of the 
Cemetery. On July 27, 1951 the Chuse® ws sold 10 the. North Erin’ United 
Chet, 





AA final Memorial Service was hold August 12, 1981, The service was 
attended by an audience of 350 persons, ane of the largest mestings ever held 
Jn the Church. Rev. T. Alfeed Heming of Cleveland, Ohio, 8 former pastor, 
and a_native son Colin J. Robertson, MaComb, Ilinois wore the speakers, 
‘This marked the passing of one of the last links with « pioneer ag 





‘The Cemetery is now under Perpetusl Care and there are sufficient funds 
in trust to care for the upkeep year after yeu. 


‘The late Rey. N. H, Roberton was leader for the Community in the 
task of reconditioning the Cemetery and raised fonds for the perpetual care 
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‘of most of the Cemetery plots 
HISTORICAL SKETCH OF MIMOSA UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 





For some years previous to 1866 oversight of the Presbyterans living ia 
this locality was divided between Rev, Dr. Barrie of Eramosa and Rev. Wi, 
McMillin of Belwood (then Douglas). Tn 1864 a group of pioneers. decided 
to. build @ meeting hovse. The site of the new Church was donated by Nell 
find Margaret McDonald. In the early yeary Everton wa Tinked with Mimosa 
4 a pastoral charge but Everion was never very strong and the members 
‘dwindled away, some 10 Ospringe and some to Rockwood. 

‘About 1875 the Mimos Congregation applied 10 Presbytery to join St. 
John’s Church Belwood (then Douglas) ax a pastorate. This was eranied and 
proved a happy pastorate till Church Union in 1925, exaclly SO years later 

The two eailest elders recorded were Win. Torrance and Wm. Watson 
later John ‘Scott and James Roe. In 1879 Robert Reid, John B, Rae and Neil 
MeDonald were ondained as elder. Other elders named were Alec. Wishor, 
Win. Rae, W. Hi. Rowan, James Grant, Thomas Advett, Dan Pedan, Sam 
ison, Herbert Scott nd’ A. D. Farr 

‘The original frame Church and sheds were on the Nell MeDonald farm. 
‘After twenty years of use the trustees decided that anew church was a 
necessity, the old one Feing small and extremely hard to heat, In the year 
1984 a plot of ground was purchased from Peter McGregor (now Wilfred 
Flewelling’s farm) and the contract for the erection of stone building. was 
set The comer stone was laid on Joly 24th and that autumn the building 
tras dedicated as a place of Worship. The years following were good years for 
the members of the Mimosa Presbyterian Chorch, who laboured for the Master 

‘The okt records serve to remind us of the pity and 2eal of our pioncer 
forefathers, They sttove earestly 10 uphold the gospel in the Commonity. 

Tn 1925, when Church Union was formed, Rev. W. L. Nichol was the 
first minister and the newly appointed session included Messrs Win. Gibson, 
John Lowrey, Wesley Jessop, ‘Thomas Alexander, Leonard Lesli, Wm. Leslie, 
Herbert Scott, and Hugh Adset 

Jn 1938 under the. guidance and inspiration of the minister Rev. A. T. 
Avion the United Church was zemodeled. A basement was placed below and 
the windows, pews, pupit, choi, and the furnace from the former Methodist 
(Church, were installed making a tuly United Church building for Won. 

“Thete have been two sanddates for the United Church Ministery: Chaplain 
Earl G, Leslie RON. of Halifax, NS, and Rev. J. Rae Grant of Milmay. 





‘This Church is sill & pillar of strength in the Mimosa Community and 
thas given 103 years of Service and Christian Witness. 


HISHORY OF MIMOSA METHODIST CHURCH 


“The early setlers of this Mimosa district knew that clearing the land, 
rowing enough food to keep them fiom being hungry, and erecting dwellings 
for man and beast, was ot enough to bring. happiness and contentment 
Religious services were first eld in the litle log homes then in the school 
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houses, Orange lodges, and even in the Old Inns, which were #9 plentiful when 
the Country was young 


Many of the seters in the Mimosa Community were of the Methodist 
faith, and we learn they were holding religious services before the year 1860, 
and in that same year, a small courageous group, which included William Cox, 
Peter Mathews, Levi Allen, John Grasiey, Gideon Awrey and Humphrey Jessop 
purchased a quarter of an sere of land from John Small for the sum of $25.00 
And upon this lot a frame church was erected, the same year. Enough land 
being left to commence the cemetery. 


In 1890 the frame building was taken down and a brick building with 


basement and furnace was built om the same site, Trustees at that time were 
John Grasey, John Morris, John Reed, Nathenial Reed, and Benjamin Rosell 


On a blustery February Sunday in 1905 the fine edifice, which was only 
fifteen years old, was burned to the ground 


Early that same Spring, plans were made for the rebuilding of the Church, 
fhe trustees being Wesley Jessop, Leonard Awrey, James Leslie, John Reed, 
‘Thomas Lowrey, John Morris and W. H. Awiey. Late in the Sommer the 
Church vas reopened and a new and beautiful Church was dedicsted as 3 
House of Worship by Rey. Dr. Carman, at that time General Soperntendant 
fof the Methodist Church in Cand, 








Doring the first quarter of the present century, nearly all of the Churches 
in Rural Ontario were feaiag the effects of the Western province calling s0 
many farmers from their old homesteads. Dwindling Congrezations made 
financing a serious problem, and Chutch Union scemed to ofier away ott 
Jn 1925 the Mimosa Methodists decided 10 cast their lot with their good 
neighbours and fiends, the Presbyterians and Bethel Methodists, and the 
Church which they Toved so well was left empty, but fll of sacred memories 
of the times when the Gospel of Christ was preached with power by the 
faithful ministers of the Church, all through the 65 years of Hi existence, 


In the year 1938 the members of the United Church at Mimoss thowsht 
it wise to renovate the Chureh so they came to the conclusion of puting the 
two into one. Rev. Alford Alton's good advise did much in putting’ these 
80 Churches into one and building fine chapel, 


BAILEY CENTURY FARM. 
LOT 25 W. Concesion 1 Exin Township 


Wiliam Green, born in 1823 in Conarmagh, Ireland, came to Canada in 
the 1850'S and married Ann McClellan who was bom in Scotland in. 1833, 
and migrated to Canada, She told that it tok six weeks to eros the Atiantic — 
Some’ days they drifted back farther than they hed travelled the day before 
“They bought the farm on Lot 28 W. Concession 1, Erin Township, in 1861 
and thelr fist child, William Junior, was born in 1862. There were five other 
children. Wiliam Jf. took the farm’ over aftr his fatber's death in 1892 snd 
farmed until 1916 when it was sold to bis brotherindaw, John Bailey, who 
was martied to Sarah Green and moved to Guelph along with his mother 
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nd sister Annie, His mother passed away in 1921 and William in 1924, Joba 
Baily worked the farm unt 1924 when he moved to Fergos along with Mrs 
Bailey and their daughter, Alice. His son George took the farm over and is 
sill living on the farm and working it along with his son Keith George. Keith 
thas 2 sons and I daushier 





JESSOP CENTUR YFARM 
Lot 29, Concession 2, Exin Towns 








The Jessop Farm was taken from the Crown April 16, 1832. One year 
later in the year 1883.Mr. Hamphrey Jessop Sr. came with his. wife fom 
Dain, Ireland, made a home and raid @ family of four boys and five 
idl, At his death his sons carried oa, Humphrey Je. taking the East hundred 
fand the west to Thomas, who later sold his farm and moved to Kansts, US.A, 

Humphrey marred Mary Ann Grasley and seven children vere bom to 
them. 

Th 1899 his eldest son Westley bought the farm and his father moved to 
Fergus. Wesley marred Bertha Leslie of Acton. 

Th 1916 4 brick home was Bull with modern conveniences and lit by a 
elcoplant and used tll the Hydro power came in December of 1945. At 
‘Wesley’ death in 1927 his son Eel took over and farmed ll the fall of 1966 
Ears wife is Marjorio Cox of Bramosa, In. 1966 Earls second son Kenneth 
bought the farm and his parents moved to Guelph. Kenneth ie marred to 
Jesic Kemkes of Branchton 

“Tis isthe filth generation of the name of Jessop to be born and grow 
{fo manhood and womanhood on the family homestead 





S. S.No, 15 
UNION SCHOOL SECTION #15 ERIN AND EAST GARAFRAXA 


Dring the fll of 1900, a survey was made of the numberof pupils around 
the 7th line Erin and Townline of East Garafraxa who had long distances to 60 
to sshool. As a restll, on December 26, 1900, Mr. W. H. Nodwell (where 
Rossel Somerille now lives) was host t9 % meeting to form s school board, 10 
set something closer forthe pulls to walk to school 








AV that time, the Everson girls hich is now known as the Strebble Farm, 
walked tothe 9th Tine school lso the Halls, trom where Fred Overland lives 
along vith the neighbouring children in between. On the {th line Fast 
Garafraxa, the Nodwells (now the Miller farm) walked to the stone school on 
the Orangeville Fergus road located past Mercer Nodal, 


‘As «result of this mesting, 8 Union schoo! was formed to take care of 
East Gara Fraxa and Erin pupils This was known as USS. #15 Brin and Bast, 
Gara Fraxa. Land was aeqhieed on the Towaline between the two townships at 
the corner of the 14th line on the East Gara Fraxa side, 





‘This new section wes created from portions of the former sections. These 
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were as follows: USS. #2 Erin (Orton), $8. #4 East Gara Fraxa (Mario, 
SS. #5 Bost Gara Fraxa (Sione School), SS. #  (Hilkburgh), USS. #11 
Erin (2h line school and SS. #12 Brin (May's). The boundaries for these were 
[MeGil's farm on the towaline, down the 6th line Erin township to where the 
Cunnineahms and McCauslands now live, up the 13th tine East Gara Fraxa to 
N, D. Thompson's now L, Denakson, up the 14th line East Gara Fraxa to 
Johnstons” and Milles’ formerly Nodwell’, down the 7th line Erin to. Hualys 
row Ross Huxleys' and a centennial farm, and east on the townline to Browns 
‘nd up the 1Suh line East Gara Fraxa to Smiths’ 


Mr. Samuel Huxley was appointed the Ist Secretary, W, H, Nodwell Albert 
Dyer and Abraham Everson formed the board, W. H. Nodwell was the Chaieman. 
Mr. Albert Dyer was secretary in 1901 


On Januacy 3, 1901, Robert King wes paid for 1 acre of land for schoo! 
site $115. This was on the comner of the 14th lite East Gara Fraxa and the 
‘oynline and known as Lot 1 Concession M4 East Wallace Ingle is the present 
owner of this farm. ICs interesting to note at that time, preparing the Deed for 
the schoo! lot cost $1.50 and the purchase of 26500" bricks $139.00. Slate 
Slackbourds for the school $3325. Chairs and desks and window shades for 8 
windows $12.55 


mn July 1901 an advertiement was placed for a teacher costing $1.00. As 
4 result, Miss Ella Lamount from Ethel, Ontario was hired at salary of $285.00 
Her salary was raised to $300, and then $330. She remained until June 1904 
and married Fames Milly, who was later Reeve of Erin Township and Warden of 
Wellington County. Mrs. Royce, an Erin Twp teacher, i a davghter and Archie 
Milloy, Superintendent of Secondary School, Province of Ontario is a 00, 
Another daughter Miss Ella M. Milloy is a librarian in Toronto. ‘The end of 
December 1904, annual meeting December 28, showed a balance in treasury of 
$123.83. Grants in 1905 were as follows; Grant East Gara Frana, $84; Grant 
Erin, $8.80; Levy from the treasurer of Erin (G. Wheele), $198.7; Levy from 
the treasurer of Gara GL. Simpson), $252:95; making total receipts of $592.75, 
for the year and the expenditures for that year $412.79, leaving a balance of 
$179.96. 4 litle more balance was gained from the previous year. 


In 1904, a new teacher, Mr. Hyman Irvine was hired. His solary was 355 
He resigned in 190. During his time of teaching. school was held in. August. 
‘Miss Edna Baldwin of Hillsburah war engaged in 1905. She i now Mrs, George 
Burt and has $ sons and 1 daughter, 21 grandchildren, Her son Harry now 
‘operates the Burt Centennial farm. Mr. ames Milloy was secretary and Morgan 
Nodiwell treasurer a this tine. 


In 1906 Miss Edna McGill of Hilsburgh was the teacher and her sslary wos 
‘$400. Miss McGill taught for 3 years. In 1909 Mise Bella Brown, Mareile, 
Taught resigning in 1910. Mr Ross MeKay came in 1910 and taueht for 1 
year. In 1911 J.B, Russel came and taught for I year. The enrollment was 36 
pupils. In 1912, Miss Edna McGill, who had taught formerly 3 years returned 
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and taught until 1914 (he beginning of World War 1). AC the end of 1914 the 
eceipts for that year were $1422.95 and the expenditures were $725. Two 
‘brooms and matches cost | dolla. From January to December 1914 Miss Mary 
unter ‘aught. During 1915 the following teachers taught: Miss Margaret Lamb, 
Miss Cora Hutchinson, Mr, Archie McKinnon who was later a doctor in Guelph, 
In 1916 Miss Pilcher of Owen Sound was hired. The Chairman was Albert Dyer 
Aad the Secretary wis John Smith. In 1917 Miss Agaie Armstrong was hired and 
Taught for two years 





Miss Flora McGill of Hiliburgh come in 1919. She is now Mrs. Alex 
Metachian and has one son Bill She now resides in Hillsburgh. In 1920 Miss 
Eunice Graham of the 10th tine Erin taught, she is now Mrs. Hugh Reid of 
Guelph. In 1921 Miss Mary Ransom of Fergus taught. She is now Mrs. Harold 
‘Cox of Mimoss. From Sepiember 1922 to June 1925 Miss Marguerite Lightle of 





“Amaranth Station taught. In 1925 Miss Bessie Elise of Orangeville taueht. She 
‘now resides in Osawa. During 1926 Miss Betty Crozier of Mono Mill (nom 
Mrs. Blake Fairburn) of Orangeville alto Miss Kaye Kennedy of Owen Sound 
were teachers. Miss Annie TL Morrison ame at the bezinning of 1927 and 
stayed ntl June 1928. Miss Alice Milloy of Hilkburgh came in 1928 at a 
Salary of $1000. the highest salary in the history of the schoo! to dls). She 
‘emained votil 1930 and then she married Albert Royce, who fs sill on the staff 
‘of Erin Township School Board, 


In September 1930 Miss Alice Wolfe of Ayr was hired and in 1933 went 
back to Quoen's University to obtain her B.A. degree. In 1933 Mist Sadie Irvine, 
Grand Valley was hired. She fs now Mrs, Clarence Bryan of Hillsburgh. ‘The 
stlendance was 11 pupils and in September 1934 the attendance was only 9. 
During 1934 Miss Marion Deon was hited as music teacher. Miss Hulse was her 
successor. Miss Mary Martin, now Mrs. R.D. Graham of Erin taught from 
March 23 40 June 26 in 1936. 





1937 to 1943 Miss Dorothy Wilkinson of Cheltenham taught the enrolment 
in 1940 as 17 pupils. Mis Wilkinson became Mrs. Wilkimion and i now de- 
eased, In September 1943, Miss Edna McDonald of Dundalk was hired and 
remained until the end of June 1945. AC the anaual mesting dated December 
28, 1943, a motion was on the books, authorizing the trustes to see about the 
coit of putting in the Hyéro and report to the seston. 


During. 1943-1965 the folowing boys were on active service: J. D, Brown 
Clarence King and James Johnston. The boys overseas were Keaneth Thompson, 
Duncan Thompson. Duncin was reported missing October 1942 


Jn the summer vacation of 1944, the school was re-decorated inside and 
out The Hydro wat intalled, equipment for hot lunches wae bought and at 
the beginning of 1945 lunches were served during Janvary. This was the severest 
January on record 


1945-1948 Miss Charlot Lindsay was teacher. She is now Mrs. Gordon 
‘Simpson. She resides on a farm with her husband and 3 children at Marwille 
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‘She was engaged as the Principals supply techer at the new East Gara Fraxa 
‘Central Schoo! in January 1966. Miss M. E. Curse taught from September 1948 
until June 1951, In 1949 at the regular meeting December 28 a motion that the 
busines of transporting pupils to High Schoo! be leftover to «Special mesting 
ofthe Ratepayers of the section. The Special mestng was called fr January 26th, 





1950 and the vote on transportation was taken. The question was “Are you in 
favour of making a transportation grant from this section of 27%4¢ per day 
attendance ata high school oe continuation school on behalf of any child living 
in the section — which was agreed on unanimously, Thus the pupils from this 
section began to be bussed to High Schoo 


‘A well was deiled during 1950 by Davion's of Wingham. Water was 
obtained at 312 feet A pressure system wat installed. Hot and cold water on 
tap by March 1981. At the annual meting December 27, 1950 4 metion wat 
pissed to pay the present caretaker F. Ovetland $1.50 per day plus $5.00 for 
ferubbing until the Area Bosed took this ever. On January 1, 1981 the section 
joined the Erin Township. School Area #2. Board, with $ trustees namely 
Elwood Nodvell, Carman Parkinson, Wallace Barbour. Kenneth Leith, Harvey 
Dearing and W. E. Barbour (See Tress) 


In September 1981, Mis. Beulah Leitch (Baldwin) became the teacher with 
the enrollment af 14. She taught ia this school util 1962 when she became 
superanuated. 


Mr. Gordon Hunter of Conn came in September 1962 and remained until 
June 1966. In 1963 Erin Township School Arca Boards were dispensed with 
land we had the Erin Township Schoo! Hoard, withthe 5 tristees and Secretary 
‘Treasurer namely: Mrs. Marae Somerville, Mr. Roy Wheeler, Mr. Lloyd Lang, 
(Me. Lloyé Marshall, Me. George Walle and the secretary treasurer Bert Bery 


‘To get the boundaries straightened out for central schools in the township, 
the Union Schools were being dissolved and the portion that belonged in the 
township reverted back to i” own township. This Became Known as East ara 
Fraxa School Section #17 and was operated by the following trustees: John 
Sith, Bll Johnston, and Clarence King, This sseion entered the Esst Gara 
Fraxa School Area January, 1964, The Bast Gara Fraxa children from Orton 
and the 8th line schools tended this school. The teacher from September 1968 
to November 19, 1968 was Miss Donn Maw. The choo! closed its doors on 
November 19, 1965 and moved to 4 new Central School about 8% mile from 
Marwille. Miss Maw moved to the East Gars Fraxa Central School, Then this 
school was sold to Credit Valley Conservation Authroty. 

There are three Centennial Farms inthis ares, These areas follows: McGill’, 
Hudeys and Wheelers 








‘THE HUXLEY FARM. 


In October 1832, Nathan Horton was granted 100 acres from the Crown. 
Nathan Horton and his family cleared three actes and erected a small house 
“This crginal house is part of the present house. The Hortons were the owners 
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from 1832 until 1856, 


When Thomas Huxley gave up his trade st a wagon maker in the town 
of Orangeville, he decked to buy farm. He came to Erin Township and 
Purchased lot number 29 west in the eighth concession of the township. from 
Lydia Horton, widow of the original owner. Mr. Huxley must have obtained 
possession in ths spring or late fall, as his wife and wo children came from 
Orangeville in a jumper. The horse was driven by a man named John Green, a 
friend of Mr. Husley 


‘Thomss Huxley was owner and operated the farm until 1889. Then his 
son Samuet Huxley owned and operated the farm until 1904, when he Jeased 
the farm to Henry Wills grandfather of Senator Harry Willis. While Mr. Willis 
was harvesting his second crop, he died quite suddenly. Mrs. Willis, unable 10 
sarry on alone, gave up the lease. Samuel Hitey then moved back to the farm 
and owned and operated the same until 1920, when his son Edgar became owner 
1nd operated) the farm until 1951 when he and his son, Ross became joint 


‘owners until 1962, In that year Ross became owner and is now operating the 


‘THE McGILL FARM 


In 1831, Donald McGill and his family emigrated from Scotland to Canada. 
‘They spent a short time in Toronto and when they left and made their way to 
Erin Township, they left behind som Donald #11 with fiends, Donald #11 
was stricken with cholera and was not expected 10 live 


‘They came to Lot 32 concession 6 and at that time the land belonged to 
the Canada Co. They cleared the land, which war all bush and they but frame 
house in about the middle of the 100 acres. A frame house at that time war & 
very modern house because up until then all the houses were bulk of logs. 


‘When they returned fo Toronto about seven years later, they learned that 
‘heir son had not did from the disease. Donald #11 returned with them and in 
1847 the farm was registered jn his name. He married Jane Barbour and they 
Imad a family of eight. A. son William tock the farm over to his Youngest 
Donald #111 in about 1899 


Donald #111 married Estella Barnes and they had a family of three—two 
rls and one boy. In. 1925 his son, Elwin took over the farm. He marred 
Gladys Nedwell and they ad. two sons, Robert and Harry. In 1953. Elvin 
McGill turned the farm over to his eldest son Robert, who marred Jeun Sinclair 
‘They have four children, Bervle, Debbie, Sharon and David, who are living 
fon the farm and operate it today 





‘THE WHEELER FARM 


James Wheeler was born in 1834. He lived on Lot 21 west, concession 7 
south of Hilbureh, Around 1857 he walked north through the bush and decided 





{fo buy from the erown, section of land which is now Lot 29 west Concession 7. 
He cut seme trees and returned the following spring to tow some grain among 
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the stumps and built @ log house. The taxes on this land in 1866 were $8.50 
He was marred 19 Mary McMillan. They had 3 sons George, Willan and Urie 
They cleared more land and built the present birch house in 1891. 

George Wheeler who was born in 1868, Inter married Harriet Ann Barden. 
‘Their femily Albert, Henry, Bruce, Ma and Norman, moved north to lot 31 in 
1909. Fumes Wheeler died in 1915. About this tine George's eldest son Albert 
martied Ethel Sinclair He operated the farm for 37 years reliring to Hillburgh 
in 1952 and selling the farm to his brother Norman, 

[Norman Wheeler vas married to the former Emily Hall in 1930. They have 
two sons George and Bert and two daughters Marjorie and Julie Ann. In 1956 
Bert was married to Myena Hamilton. In 1957 George was mried to Catherine 
Anderson. At this time their father and mother moved to Guelph. Wheeler 
Brothers in partnership now operste both farms 

AL the present time George, his wife and family Terry, Larry and Joy 
reside on Lot 31. Bert, is wife and family Laure, Roa, Leann and. Corie 
reside on Lot 29, the Century Farm, 











S. S.No. 16 
BRISBANE 


The village of Brisbane or Bristol, as itis named in the registry office jn 
Gueiph, was surveyed in 1884, There Being a King St, Queen St, Coasosion St, 
James St, Nelson St and St Pabl Sty sith lots, each measuring 100" x 90° in 
each block, and each street being 4944" wide. AC one time It boasted popular 
tion of 27 people. 

Tovlay Brisbane is described a6 being Jocted at the corner of the Guelph 
Road or #24 Highway and the Th line or County Rosd #65, Today a service 
sation marks the site of the old post offe, which was in the Ashley Home. 
‘The postmaster was Jeshua Ashley with assistants being Mrs, E, Warden and 


ee 








Old Brisbane School, Picture taken 1962 
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Robert Ashley. School supplies, tobacco, gum, candy, etc. were kept for sale 
Mail wos brought from Guelph by stage coach driven by William Nevill. 
Here the neighbours for miles around, met in the evening to collect their mail 
and discuss events of the day. The stage coach travelled between Guelph. sod 
Trin daily except Sunday, and also provided transportation for six or seven 


“The schoo! tection #16 was formed in 1900, the last section in the township 
boeing part of SS. #14, Peacock: SS. #7, Cedarvale, and Union SS. #2, Erin 
Village. The site was purchased from Mr. J, Binnie at the price of $100.00, as 
past of lot 13. con. 8. The first meeting was held December 26, 1900, Robert 
AKitt was chaleman, Jos. N. Reid, secretary and Trustee; Ed Marshal, 2nd 
Trustee and Robert Akitt 3x Trost, A mation carried that the Board apply 
fo Erin Municipal Council for 4 debenture issue of $1350.00, the estimated 
amount required to purchase the site, building and equipping the new school at 
449 interest. The contract for the complele consruction and equipment of 
Schoo! was let to Mr, Ben Mundell at a price of $1350.00. The first teacher 
was Miss M. Reid and her salary was $350 per year. Mr. A. McArthur received 
$23.00 per year for caretaking services. George W. Berry was the first secretary 
for $5.00 per yeue 





‘Trustees who rendered their services over the yeuts 1900-1946 when 
School Area was formed are as follows: Robert Aki, J. N. Reid, Edward 
Marshall, ‘Thomas Marshall, RC. Price, J. R. Harper, John Snow, James 
Hamilton, Wiliam AKit, John Binnie, James Scot, Wiliam Nevill, Ekjsh 
Warden, Sam Norse, James Delaney, Fred Delaney, William Bingham, William 
Jackson, 5. R, Hamiton, James Nevill, Gordon Marshall, Frank Root, Georee 
H, Scott, Thomas Cook, gin Reilly, MacKenzie Cunningham, Gordan Jackson 
The secretaries were George W. Berry, 1901-1937; and Bert Berry, 1937-1947, 








‘The red brick school house was the most modern and best equipped of the 
township schools, being the last one built. At the back of the yard was quite a 
large garden which was cared for by teachers and pupils for many years. The 
section exlended east and west from th to 6th lines and north and. south 
bbeween 17 and 10 siderouds, which took in approximately 22 families The 
school concerts usualy involved many mare than the teacher and pupils in their 
preparations. A few years later the School Fairs were introduced. These were 
held in September when all the schools ja the township competed. They were 
similar to Erin Fair but on a smaller scale, The entries included form animals, 
sai, vegetables, flowers, baking, candy, sewing, and carpenter work. Then the 
schools competed in their singing, marching and physical training exercises, 
Teachers boarded in the section and besides their school work were expecd 
to take part in social functions and church activides, also attend any funerals 
in the section for which the school was closed for the afternoon, About 1942 
hydro power came into the school and many of the homes. Peacock school had 
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hydro a few years previous and the older pupils were allowed to walk down and 
join the other pupils viewing lms 





Property on #24 highway, between the 7h and fh line ws purchased from 
Frank Cunningham and a four room school was erected and opened in September 
1962. With an increase in population two more rooms were built in 1963 and 


pupils, With 
the new school also came schoo! buses, when children walk no more sissing 


‘again in 1966 a portable toom was set up to accommodate the 2 





Dall the fun of school dae, 
‘Teachers 1901-1962 


Miss Mary Reid, August 1901-1907 
Miss Jean 8. Taylor, August 1907-June 1911 

Miss Annie. MeGirr, September 1911-June 1913 
Miss Beulsh Baldwin, September 1913June 1914 
Mr. Harold Norris, Soptember 1914-December 1915 
Me. HL G. Manley, Jnvery 1916- Tune 1916 

“Miss Margaret Townsend, September 1917-June 1917 
Miss Mattie McDowell, September 1917-Decemnber 1917 
Miss Minnie Moore, January 1918-June 1919 

Miss Muriel Haines, September 1919-June 1921 

Miss Viola Blackwell, September 1921-fune 1922 
Miss Carrie Shaw, September 1922-December 1925 
Miss Annie Snyder, January 1926-June 1926 

‘Miss Alice Milly, September 1926-June 1928 

‘Miss Hope Smibert September 1928-June 1929 
Miss Annie Cook, September 1929-hune 1933 

Miss Jean W. Curtis, September 1933-June 1937 
Miss Florence Sten, September 1937-June 1940, 
Miss Florence Steele, September 1940-Sune 1941 

Miss Helen Davis, September 1941-June 1945 

Miss Maxine Lemon, September 1945-December 1945 
Miss Jean Milignn, Jenuary 1946-June 1946 

Mrs. Alice Royce, September 1946June 1949 

Mrs. Norma Lovel, September 1948-Fune 1960 

Mes. Mildred Bellesham, September 1960-lune 1961 
Mrs. Nozma Lovel, September 1961-fune 1962 











Siaff at the new school include—principal Mr, Paul Donalson, Mrs. N. 
Lovell, Mrs. M. Duggan, Mrs. M. Dyer, Mrs. Somerville, Mrs. Anderson, Mr. 
(Coon, Mrs. lgie, Mrs. Sinclair, Ms. 8. McKinnon, Miss Kay Douglas, Mrs. Kea 
Graham, Mes. Harold Reilly, Miss Lindsay 


The school area sold the grounds and buildings to the Department of 
Highways. The school structure was sold fo Mr. Charles Eagles who demolished 
it in 1968. The school ground, amounting to an acre was bought back from the 
Dept. of Highways for $150. by Township council. Also 14 adjoining acres 
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New Brisbane School, 1963 


vas bought from Annabelle Falconer for $1200.00, A cairn ia to be constructed 
Which will have fo plagues, one commemorating the centennial of confedera- 
tion in Canada and the other ouilising Erin Township historical facts. The 
Federal and Provincial governments cach provided $1.00 per Township. por 
lation providing the municipality matches their erant which would amount to 
Jess than $10,000.00 


Roads were gravel and maintained mostly by the ratepayers who were re 
Aired to give 40 many days work cach yeur, There were no graders or snow 
Plow, so many times the traveling ws almost impossible, particuluely in the 
spring. Cars had not yet come into this area so all wansportation was with horse 
drawn vehicles There were no Iclephones in the section until about 1912 when 
four were installed om the 7th line north of Brisbine, namely John Binnie, 
(Caldwell Peice, James Delaney and Wiliam Nevis 


With the passing of the older folks in the little vilage, many of the old 
houtes dinippeared. ‘The pest office was closed and the house sold to people 
by the name of Hogs. In 1 short time it ton was burned leaving only the school 
‘There had been a blacksmith shop, « gunsmith, woodworking shop, cooper shop 
and two hotels, Thomas Bush of Erin built the hotel which slood on the zouth 
‘comer of the intersection, It wa Bull of white brick which were made on the 
file, and when i burned several of the doors were not damaged and Dan 
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McMillan used them in 4 brick house which stands south of the Huxley 


Cemetery. They are large panelled doors, about three inches thick and messuring 
about 3° 7 





In reading through old council records mention is made of agricultural 
‘meetings and council meetings being held at various taverns. Records dated 
1862 record the Bush Hotel, 1863 a Higgins, 1865 a Chisholms, and 
1864 at Ben Aldous’ on the Tth line and 17 sideroad, This property was 
sequired in 1854 from Frank Rools great grandparents John and Elizabeth His 
srandparents William and. Margaret reacquired the site in 1868. The building 
had been used a5 a hotel, then a butcher shop, then a dwelling, Frank Root tore 
it down and sold it 19 Eenie Hall who moved and rebwit it st Cedar Valley. 

Rural mail delivery came into effeet and the steu formerly served by one 
Aelivery was divided into three. Below the Guelph road mail came from Kin, 
above the Guelph Ra. it came from Hilkbureh, while the stage coach, sil in 
‘operation, delivered the mail along the Guciph Rd 


‘The ladies organizd a Women's Insite and on two occasions Held garden 


partes on the schoo! grounds. During the war they disbanded and took up Red 
Cross work 


By this time cars were beginning to appear on the roads, much to the 
horror of the women as most horses wete frightened and were likly to take to 
the ditch. For some time it was the custom of the driver to hold up his hand 
and the motorist was compelled to stop until the frightened horse was coaxed 
‘or led past (agin doing that fo-day). With the increase ia cars which travelled 
‘only in the summer, there was & great need for wider and better Toads, And in 
few short years 





his has been accomplished plus the help of graders, snow 
plows and sunding operations 


Most of the residents of this area were farmers and they spent many long 
hours with no idea whatever of 4 40 hour week. Pach fll the threshing machine 
made it rounds, and the neighbours gathered to give 8 helping and and in 
‘many eases the women went along to help in the house and enjoy a visi. Later 
8 few silos were built and the corn cutters arrived in dve time which meset 
another gathering of the neighbours, This required about 16 or 18 men. Today 
the job needs about 4 men. During the winter the men would cut and haul a 
huge pile of wood to be saved up in the spring of the year for the following 
winter's fuel, This called for another “Bee” All these gatherings have become 
bysgones with the advanced machinery and eguipment we have today. On one 
farm on the 7th line, there stood a huge tower, presumably built by the Germans 
“This as taken away’ at the beginning of the First Work! War. It stood on the 
farm of Mr. Ephriam Barbour, now owned by Ms. D. Holmes, and was known 
as the Tower Farm. Many people used to climb to the top for view over the 
‘beautiful country side, We also had in our midst a gentleman who was nol a 
farmer—Mr. Robert Armatcong, well known photographer for many Years 
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He had a studio in his home on the corner of the Guelph Rd. and 8th line and 
vvas very much in demand around the country where he Would walk and cary his 


About 1955 a “4H Homemaking Club” was formed and many of the gitls 
tse the skills acquired through these projects of sewing, cooking, hospitality and 
citizenship. 





Lot 13, con. 8, Erin Twp. has been marked as another Centennial Farm. 
Henry Nurse and his wife Margaret purchssed this farm from Me. Samuel Gunn 
of Toronto forthe som of $1200, Mr, Nurse continued to live on lot 15, Con. 8, 
{infil 1878 when they moved to lot 13. At this time the &th Tine was a corduroy 
oud so one can imagin trying to haul a load of moving over this, to say nothing 
fof the three terrified children sting on the rear of the load screaming as the 
‘ragon bounced over the logs knocking the stove pipes down from the top of the 
Toad onto their heads, AC this time some of the fields were sill covered with 
bush. With the help of his wife, Mr. Nurse cleared, while he sill careied on his 
trade as n shoemaker. In 1878 they built « large addition to the small barn. The 
‘mud sill for this, a siaty foot, and hewn rock elm, was hauled from Caledon 
by a yoke of oxen. These same oten, Buck and Bright were later sold to be 
fnported to England, but during the crossing of the AUantic, « violent storm 
fame up and it was fecrod the ship would coprze so the oxen were thrown 
‘overboard The present hovse on the farm is estimated to be about 120 years old. 
It it resumed to have been a hotel at one time a8 i s said to have contained 
45 rooms, but fire partly demolished it twice bringing it down to present size of 
fix rooms, It of sturdy coastrution with two foot thick stone walls in the 
Tower storey The upper storey is of log construction with an outer coat of rough 
cant plaster. Me. and Mes. Nurse raised a family of 8 children. Mr. Nurse died 
in 1906 and bis wife in 1910. The form was taken over by thelr youngest son 
Samuel, who died in 1963, Tk then passed to the present owners Samuel's 
dlaughtsr Margaret and Ett end Rhode MeLennsn, step-daughters of Samuel 

















‘Adam Harper came from County Anim Ireland in 1847 and sete at 
Norval, Peel County. He came up the 7h line looking for land and inguired at 
Bristol. He was directed to lot 14, con. 6; and found « clearance with a small 
house, roofed with sections of hollow logs split in two, and a fireplace. He went 
to the reesty office at Dundas to inquire as to the ownership. A tock spring 
back on the farm supplied the water which hd to be carried by pal t0 the 
howe. Grain was hauled by oxen hitched to a “jumper” The first cow was 
bout for $5 in 1868 ond tea was $1 per pods 





John Root was born in 1800, formerly of Beamsville and having migrated 
from Pennspvenia, His descendents hve sefiled on lot 17, con. 7. The frame 
building edioining the brick house isthe orginal built on the form. The dinner 
tell, installed on the roof was common place in carly days, serving as a call 0 
Inbourers in the fields or woods. 





“The commer stones and window sills of the brick house were quarried from 
the fifth line quarrs: Large maple tres lined the driveway and either side of the 
“Th line, In 1965 these trees were desioyed for road widening purposes. Bill Is 
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the Sth generation of Root to live on the farm, 

William Delaney’s farm, Jot 15, con. $W. is also designated as a Century 
Farm. The Delaney family immigrated from Ireland to the Brampton area of 
Peel County. James Delaney Sr. bovsht the lot described above, about 1850, A 
log house vias situated in the hollow behind the present buildings The frst 
‘bum was burned by lightning and fourteen years later the second barn was 
Sesiroyed, also by lightning. The present barn was built about 1909 and the 
brick home was erected in the 1890's 





THE VILLAGE OF ERIN 
ERIN VILLAGE 


Forests and Wi 





te 


Few records have been kept of the forests for they were regatded primarily 
tthe enemy of the cary stlers. When the town was surveyed the forest cover 
was unbroken except for an occesional “beaver meadow” or paich of windfall 
In the words of C. J. MeMMillan “timber of which there was am abundance, there 
being tres over four feet in diameter and of the best quality.” 


With repards to wildlife many species were present at the time of settlement 
which are no longer present today. ‘There were the marten, fisher, wolverine, 
timber wolf, Canada’ Lynx, wapitt, and the black bear. Among. bins, the 
passenger pigeon was found in reat numbers for this area lay in the centre 
ofthe nesting area, The lest large flocks oovurred between 1850 and 1870, W. H. 
Smith suid im 1846 “This river (Credit) has long. Been celebrated “or is salmon 
fishing, immense quantities having been annvally taken in the spring, during 
their passage up the stream 10 deposit thei spawn. But, from the grest number 
‘of mill which have been erected on the river duting the last four year the 
fishing is destroyed, the salmon being unable to make their way over the dams” 
By 1885, the salmon rune were all but over. 





Land Purchases and Surveys 


On August 2, 1805 the Crown purchased land from the Missisauga Indians 
between Etobicoke and Burlington Bay and inland for a depth of five or six 
miles. This was Known a5 the Old Purchase. After the war of 1812 there was 
an influx of settlers beyond the OM Putchsse necessitating more land. Accor 
‘ingly, large tacts were added to the Crown from 181825. On October 28 
1818 the Missssaogassutrendered the remaining of their landds and the rights to 
the Credit River. Thus the new setlers wore able 10 use the rivers for fishing 
and waterpower. 


Founding of the Village 


There is some confusion ss to who was the first seller and founder of 
Erin Village and the founding date. C. J. MacMillan feels that one of is 
Felatives, Daniel MacMillan, was the fit seltler. However, accounts in both 
the historical atlas of Wellington County and the Credit Valley report tend 0 
cotroborate the fact that the frst sawmill was built by the Trout family in 1826 
at the lower dam. This sawaill eventually fll to a Mr. William Chisholm. Tn 
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1829, Daniel MacMillan tought the Trout sawmill for $700, having previously 
rented i. Nevertheless, the man responsible for the growth of the vilage was 
indeed Daniel MacMillan, aided by his brothers Hugh and Charles. 

‘Why did Erin develop where it did? A bret look at the Credit Valley shows 
that all the settlements began on the rivers — for the sellers needed sawmills 
fand grist mills for lumber and for bread, These tentials for life in the 
twikleress depended directly on the rivers for waterpower the chief motive force 
for the mils 

Having obtained the Trout mill from William Chisholm, the MacMillans 
cleared some three acres of bush and renovated the mill that had been gutted 
by fire. Here he turned out lumber at $488 per thousand. He also built grist 
mill in 1838 — erected a new dam in 1845 above the lower dam and here 
built & new sawmill His pulacial home built in TR45 was the former Globe 
Hotel In 1838, William Cornock but distillery which he considered to be a 
requisite for a growing country. The jug sok for 25 and the Keg for $1.00. 
‘This dislery operated until 1860, The fist dry goods store was also operated 
by Me. Cormock 

Fin began to expand very rapidly during the years 1842-47 because 
lumbermen and millers enjoyed a fevorable tariff. Wheat from the USA. was 
‘ought to Canada and shipped to Britain — this increase in flour was responsible 
for the new Grist Mill being tuft and completed in December 1849, a few days 
after the death of Daniel MacMillan from blood-poisoning. The ol grst-nill 
is now operating a8 8 planing mill by Mundells and the new Grist Mill fs owned 
by United Co-operatives 

‘By 1851, Erin hed about 300 inhabitants and had changed its name from 
Macmittan's Mill to Erinsile. It had by this time 2 grist mills with 5 rons 
fof stone, 2 oat mills, ¢ isilery, a carding and fulling mil, a tannery, a post 
office and a ehurch fre to all denomnations. 


REEVES & CLERKS OF ERIN 








rin was incorporated as a village in the year 1880. Two of Erin's reves 
have served as Warden, They are namely:— 
Major James Tostce 1933 
D. S.Leiteh (1940) 


Reevess— Frank Jobaston 
‘Richard Hamilton 1H. Miller 
CoH. Walker RC, Brown (present reeve) 
5. 3. Carroll erkss— 
‘Chas. Overland ‘Willa Conboy 
De. Ges W. ¥. Gay 
Join Wilson Ken McDougal! 
TP, Bosh GL. Garner 
James Tustce Mrs, dean Mackenzie 
D.T. Mundell Richard eerie 
D.S Leiteh W. G. Rivers 
Roy Ferguson Mrs, Greta Dickinson 
Clayton Justice Mrs. MY. Abbott 
D. 8. Leitch 1. E, Sith (present clerk) 
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HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN OF THE ERIN VILLAGE SCHOOL 


‘The first school in the community was built on the Conboy propery. The 
firt real school was built where the Baptist church used to be, now the property 
‘of Mrs, Fred Bingham. In 1854 the Stone Church vas built on Mr. David 
Mundels property. It was fist one room, later made into two rooms. Some of 
the earlier teachers were: Mr, William Fistbrook (1880's): Mr. Donal) MeCals 
Mr, Alex Dunbar, Me. McLellan, Mr. John Muna; Mes. John Drury, Mr. Com 
ford; Me, Crawford, Mise Margaret Reid taught in the Primary Room in 1881, 
iss Sarah Coke in the Senior Room. Miss C. E, MeCennal in 1883. Miss M. Dodds 
tnd Miss E, Fenwick in 1884, Mr, Dowgal Campbell came into the schoo! as 
principal in 1888, Miss Jean Martin vas assistant principal and Miss Jesie 
‘Thomson in Senior room with Miss Hannah Shipley in Primary room. Miss 
Marcella Leitch (Mrs, Duncan Foster who resides in Erin at the present time) 
‘aught the primary room from 1906 to 1907. 


1856—Oid school records show Me. William Firstvook as Secretary-Treasrer 
land Mr, John Shingler as Chairman. Iti nteresting to note that the money used 
‘wos pounds, shilings and pence. The expenses raised forthe year was 161 pounds. 
‘An advertisement was plced in the “Toronto Globe” and a Mr. George Leitch 
‘was hited atthe sum of 100 pounds 


18S7—Me. Alfed Hood was appointed chairman and Me. George Leitch Seere- 
tury, a rate bill of 7140 was levied on each child attending school. Three 
quarters of an acre of land was purchased from the estate ofthe Tate D. MeMilln 
for the sum of 4S pounds. This war at the rear of the Union church (now 
Presbyterian). A. house was to be built and a garden forthe Use of the teacher 
“The cost of the house was nol to exceed 80 pounds. Mr. Laitch agreed to teach for 
90 pounds a Year in consideration of having a house and garden. He was also 
tg assist the School board in managing the school business. There were 159 
childcen of school age in the section. 


From records beginning in. 1909, the bosrd was composed of Mr. G. T. 
Scott, chtirman; Mr. B. Mundell, seerslary; Mr. J. Coke, Me- Joh McKinney, 
‘Me. Willam Chisholen, Mr. J.T. Thompson. Miss Queenie Overland taught i 
the primary room from January 1909 t0 June 1910. Miss Jesse MeMune (the 
lute Mes Roy Hull) aught in the Senior room trom September 1914 to June 
1916 


In June 1918 the school was made « Grade °C” school, On June 13, 1924 
notice war received from Insepctor Hoag to make plans for building & new 
school, At a ratepayer’s meeting on Februsy 2, 1922 i was decided to purchase 
the Amott block for & new school ste. The site for the new school included the 
Arnott property ($2,000). The Meiklem property (S400). These were purchased 
in January 1928. Mr. John Wilbon of Collingwood was the architect. The Duro 
‘Construction of Hamilton undertook the building of it for $39,000. The heating 
and ventilating were installed by the Taylor Fertes people. ‘The corner stone of 
the new school was Jaid by Dr. Waugh and on Friday April 25, 1924, the new 
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School was offiially opened, withthe following board members—Mr. W. Graham 
Chairman, Mr, G,_T. Soot secretary-treaurer, Mr. J. C. MeKinney, Mr J 
‘Thompson, Me. J.T. Austin, Dr. J. M. Abbot 





‘At a meeting on June 2, 1926 it was decided 10 change the Continuation 
schoo! from a "Grade C to 4 "Grade B school, which offered all high school 
grades 0-12) 

In September 1930 Miss Isabel Waterman Became principal of the Continus- 
tion school, a post she held until Jose 1960. On retirement, A Testimonial 
inner was given to Mise Isabel Waterman, with several hundred former students 
favatendance, Many suvcessful business men and women — lawyers, doctors, 
tninistrs ete were there to pay tribute to one who had done much to give them 
1 good start in the field of education, 


(Om opening day September 7, 1948 the engolment was so large that a new 
classroom was opened in the Guide Room, with Mrs, Mariel Baldwin teaching 
Grade I 


In January 1951 & new board for the Public School cume into being, The 
Erin High School formed is own board with D. Kirkwood chaitman and leased 
the building from the Public school. The new board was Mess. N. Nixon, R.A. 
Moodie Sec-Treas, W. Copeland, Roy Tinney, E. Holtom, W. Carney, W. 
Mundell 


1m September 1952 an ever inereusing school population necessitated. the 
opening of a Fourth Room and enguging Ms. Elda Barbour for Grades 5 and 6, 

Tn September 1953 an all record altendance 147 when Grade I was moved 
to the Presbyterian Church basement and Mrs, Anna Aitken was engaged as 
Grade I teacher. In Seplember 1968 © Kindergarten was opened 


Twenty years ago, 1947, when Mrs, R. D. Graham and Mrs. Olive Major, 
who is sll onthe teaching staff, were engaged as teachers in the Public School, 
the attendance wes approximately 7 pupil Today, 1967, with two new rooms 
nded in 1960 and two more expected to be completed for the fall tem of 1967 
tnd 1968, the attendance i 328, with Mr. Lome Brown as principal along with 
his staff of ten teachers 





In September 1956, after endless meetings and planning to keep a High 
School in Evin, th new school consisting of four rooms opened. At this itme the 
school board consisted of thee memberr-— Donald Kiskwoed, chairman, James 
Teich, Bert Dyer, Gokdwin Burt, Gar, Lacey and Cyril McKinney 

Four Years later four more rooms were added. In September 1960, when 
Mr. W. N. Finnie was engaged as principal, the High School had become a schoo! 
fof 12 rocms und & gymnasium, 





BURNS’ PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


‘he Presbyterian church was built in 1881, but the congregation was first 
formally organized in 1848. 


Previous fo this, services had een held in private homes, Crozier’ hotel 
28 
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the fist schoo! house and even barns. Many attended the log church in West 
Caledon and counted it a great privilege to walk 10-12 miles to mingle with 
their brethren in the worship oftheir God. 





1 was truly 9 happy day for the setters inthis community, when “on two 
successive Sabbaths, there was preaching” 


‘The Reverend Duncan McMillan dispensed sacrament for the first time 
‘on October 1448. There were twenty-two communicants 


{A church was erected on the site of the present Presbyterian church and was 
known as the Union ehurch. In 1860, 2 subscription was opened for the purpose 
‘of paying those having claims on the church and put it in stale of good repair. 
‘We have been unable to ascertain who had clans on this church. These elaine 
were paid and 18 feet added to the building. When the new church was built, 
the old building was sold to Chavles Overland, and moved to the station, 
where it wos used asa store house, It was torn down a short tie ago, 


‘The Reverend Robert Fowlie wus minister from 18801911, and he was 
‘he minister when the new church was Bil 


Mr. Robert Barhour was one of the fist babies baptized in the new church 
and at time of writing is stil « member. 


On December 11, 1881 the present church building was opened and dedi- 
cated as Burns’ Church. Services were eld moming, afternoon and evening and 
the church was crowded on all occasions. The offering for the doy amounted 
to $8160 


Im 1896, the church sheds were erected in the rear, These were burned 
‘down in 1982 and in recent years the grounds have been landscaped. 


In 1920, the present manse was bought from the Medley estat, 


‘The Sabbath schoo! was established, A Ms, Wood was elder and 
superintendent for many yeurs. Mr. John Binnie succeeded Mr. Woods and he 
also gave many years faithful service. Miss Queenie Overland, who pasted 
‘vay in January of this year, gave over thity years of devoted service, carving 
fon Several times when there was no resident minister 


‘The ministers who have ministered in Burns’ Church over the years have 
been-— 

Rey, Duncan MeMillan, Rev. James Alexander Thomspon, Rev. D. J. Mclanis, 
Rev, Robert Fowie, Rev. John Lindsay, Rev. Edward Lee, Rev. J. A. Grant, 
Rev. J. Murray, Rev. J. McLellan, Rev. Jobn Mackenzie, Rev, M. Vai, Mt 
Want (student), Rev, E, Hawkes, Rev, T. Maxwell, Rev, D. Herbson, Mr 
Vair, who came tous 36 4 student, was ordained and indicted in Burns’ Church 


1K was during the pastorate of the Rev. John Lindsay i 1925 that the vote 
‘was taken on chirch snion, and Burns Church still stood a continuing Presb. 
terian Church. At this time the church fost many valued members to the United 
‘Church of Canada 

Mr. J.-M. Slee), the choir leader at this time continued until is death in 
1937, and the duties were then taken aver by Dr. J. M- Abbott, and he coatinued 
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“anu 1946, with Mrs. T. C, Foster and Miss Jean Abbott as organist 


De. Abbot retired and the position of oresnist and choir leader was ably 
filed by Mrs. Auburn Wright, ad who at present fils the postion. 


The elders during those years were:—James Binnie, Alexander McKinney, 
James Youns, Humphrey Barbour, Ben Mundell, Malcolm McEachera, T, C. 
Foster, Hany Laughlin, Thomas Binnie, Harold Meek, William E. Barbour, Rey 
Laughii, George Fletcher, Frank Cunningham, Ernest Brown, Gordon Johnston. 


With eich and every member giving time and help, & new organ was 
installed in 1952, which has added prealy to the enjoyment of music in our 
Congregation. In 1965 beautiful Memorial stained glass windows were given by 
members and friends in memory of loved ones, who had valiantly worked and 
prayed for their church. 


[New carpet was lad and the interior decorated, which seemed to create @ 
new reverence a# we entered our sanctuary. The following year owing to the 
increase in attendance in our Sanday School, it was necessary to build a new 
Cclvctional wing, and a suitable Bick building was created at the rear of the 
Church. At this time our chufch kitchen was completely remodelled and equipped. 

Many hours of hard work planning and co-operation have been necessary 
to have Our Father's House a place, where we find a respite from our cares 
help and puidance, as we full our different niches in life to be a follower, of 
four Heavenly Father “Who giveth all” 


ERIN UNITED CHURCH 


‘Two branches of Methodism became established in Erin, The New Con 
rection Methodist Church established a congregation in 1939, Eria_ was an 
appointment on the Caledon ciruit with the Rev. John Shilton as minister. 

"The Wesleyan Methodists frst mention Erin ia the report of the Guelph 
Circuit in 1844, when the minister's report sates “The fields of labour in which 
Wwe were stationed last conference is very extensive and highly interesting, vir: 
the townships of Guelph, Eramoss, Erin, Nichol, Garafraxa, Woolwich, Waterloo, 
Wesley and Pee. 

Trin tecame 4 czcuit in 1850 with junior and senior minister, namely 
John {Kerr and Rev, William Steer respectively 

in his report in 1851 Mr. Stet reports, “Ths field of labour includes the 
township of Erin, Garafrasa and the rear of Chinguacousy. In several places 
swe have made new appoimiments; also have been invited to reach into other 
places which we have not yet visited, bat intend to do so shortly 

“The Assoviate Church of Scotland organized in 1849 

1X Union Church was built on the comer of the present Main Street, East, 
con‘or before 1849 and. was used by all three denominations until 1858. The 
Wesleyans then built an eight sided church on the present site of the United 
Church. In Suly 1870 the concrete octagonal Wesleyan Church was burned, 
and was rebuilt and reopened in January 1871, all pa for except $150, inching 
seb of $320 that hod. been on the previous building which according to 
Fecords had cost upwards of 400 pounds 





Mo 











HISTORY OF ERIN TOWNSHIP 





In 1859 the New Connection Methodists erected their church on the corner of 
‘Main and Water Streets, the ste of Mrs. James Milles present home, Their 
‘church was burned and the congregation worshipped in the, Wesleyan building 
lant the time of union in 1874, AC that tine the union of the one time fourteen 
divisions of Methodism in Canada was completed end the Methodist Church of 
‘Canada was formed 


Following church union in 1925 the Methodist Church became the Fein 
United Church 


At this time the high platform and stops on is three sides which wee in 
front of the church entrance were torn down and a new entrance and vestibule 
wos built, hus enlarging the imerior of the church, 


1m following years many improvements were made to the church interior 


With the passing of the horse and bugsy, sleigh and cutter, the old church 
shed at the rear of the church was torn down and a new kitchen, washrooms 
land 8 Christan Education room was built in its place. The Christian Education 
‘Wing was dedicated in 1958 


THE HISTORY OF ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH, ERIN 


Although it is with pride that we celebrate the centennial of the building of 
the Anglican Church in Erin, the roots of the parish go as far back as 1853 
‘The Rev. Francis Tremayne, 19 yeurs Rector of Millon, was a traveling 
‘Missionary at that time, and Brin was inloded amongst his’ 15 sation that he 
had to cover, 


In the Church Society Reports for 1867, 1868 and 1869, Erin is Tisted ax 
‘one of the five stations under Garafaxa in Gore and Wellington District. the 
Rev. Johnstone Vicars in charge, 


We know that around Joly, 1866, earnest consideration was given to the 
boiling ofthe church, and on 23rd July, 1866, the Church Building Commits 
‘met which included Rev. J. Vicars, Messts. ‘Cornock, Steward, “Walker. and 
Campbell. Mr. Viears laid before the Commitee the plans he ad drawn for 
the Church and stated that “Mr. Aldian, Builder of Guelph is willing to draw 
{up & specification according to the plans for $5. The Commitiee went to 
‘xumine the land proposed to be given by Mr, Cornock, 


Ms. Comock, who sold the land to the Church, came to Erin ia 1838, and 
‘uilt a disillery, which lsted until 1860, He sso opened the fits dry good ore 
and secured for Erin the frst Post Ottice, 


‘The land was sold fo the Church for Ss. There is an Indenture dated 2nd 
February, 1867, between William Cornock and Eliza Cornock, who made het 
signature with » cross, and The Church Society of the Diocere of Toronto 
for 14 perches of and, 


‘The Church building, a6 4 whole, has stood wel, over the past 100 yeas. 
However, in June, 1959, a special mecting was called to discuss redecoration of 
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the interior of the church; new ceiling, stone for east wall of church and panel- 


Ting forthe remaining walls. 

However, during 1960-8 sense of doom hung over the church, Tt was et 
mated that considerable repairs were needed to put the building into & satisfactory 
Condition. After mach discusion, ete, everyone rallied around and dic 10 the 
feadership of the then Rector, Rex. Coombs, plans were put into action, and the 
Fesult was the church as we Know it today 


ST, JOHN BREREUF CHURCH 





nthe se June, 1959 Bishop Ryan requested the Jesuit’ Fathers of 
Tanatins College, Guelph, to take cate of a Mission Centre for the Catholic 
families of Erin and distict Some months prior a committee of Erin residents, 
Robert Dickson, Robert Mechan and Glen Taylor had approached His Excellency 
fom this matter 

Rev. J.J. Leahy, 8}, asistant to the master of novices at Fenativs College, 
was named administrator and offered the first mass on Sunday, August. 9th, 
1959 in the Erin Branch of the Canadian Legion. Shorly after this Rev. B. E. 
Beandois, SI, succeeding Rev. Leahy, SJ. bought five acres of land on Mil 
St. Erin for the ate of a future church 

TAL the request of the Bishop, Father Eliott was diected to build a church 
for the faniies of the Brin district 

The monies for building the new church were advanced by Bishop Ryan. 
‘The parishioners, ia turn, undertook to furnish it. A $5,000 objective was 
generously over subscribed with additional donations from priests of the area 
Shu people outside. the parish, The most expensive iter: of all, the pews, 
hreatened 10. use. all the potential funds, x0 the men's committee pledged 
themselves to build the pew. 

is Excellency Most Rev. J: F. Ryan, DP, Bishop of Hamilton cslebrated 
the Diesing of the new church of St. Jobs Breteut. Following the opening 
Ceremonies on April 25th, 1965, the clergy and congregation adjourned (0 
the auditorium of the En’ District High School, for a buflet reception catered 
to by the St. tohn Brebeuf Cathe: Women's League. 


‘THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 








‘The Church of Christ building was built in 1873 on property purchased 
from John and Mary White for’ $150.00 deeded to the Trustss, Duncan 
‘MeMitln, Henry Smith and William Mathews. Mr, MeMilian was the builder, 
and his wife felt that she was left alone far foo much, It was the year their 
‘Gaughter Mary was born, and Mary said she often heard her Mother tell of 
that year. Tt was ensy for Mary to femember the date the church was buil. 

The congregation is stil osing this church, which has been Kept in 
‘00d condition. 

"THR, MASONIC LODGE 

Wellington Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons Nomber, 271 
received its charter fom Grand Lodge of Canada in the province of Ontario ot 
July Lath, 872 with approximately 15 charter members on record, and Worship 
Brother David Kiekwood Being the first Worshipful Master 
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The first known meetings were held in the Lodge rooms above the present 
‘Bush Hardware, In later years the Lodge rooms were moved to above, what Was 
then Dr. Gear's drug store 


In the year 1987 a new Masonic ‘Temple was built on the present Agricul 
tural Grounds, Worshipful Brother Norman Nikon served ax Worshipful Master 
inthe old Lodge rooms, and was aso fest Master in the new Tetmple, The late 
Right Worshipful Brother Ross MacKay was Lodge ‘Secretary. The sew 
“Masonic Temple was dedicated on May 22nd, 1988. 


‘The present Worshipful Master is Worshipful Brother Norman Ort and the 
present secretary is Worshipful Brother Stewart. Scot, 


Wellington Lodge has been honoured in the past in having four Distt 
Deputy Grand Masters chosen from our Lodge, namely —the late Right Wore 
*hipful Brothers William Conboy, Dr-J. M. Abbott, J.D. Leith, and Ross Mackay. 


ERIN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
Frin Horticultural Society was organized in 1922 and Major Jostice was 
‘the first president. 
The society has worked to beautify the town, by planting flower beds on 
boulevards, the cemetery etc. Thee fist projet wa the bed where the cenotaph 
‘ow stands. I has added much to the appearance of the town for many. Year, 


Some of the past presidents have been Mr. Crouch, Tt. Matthews, Dr. 
Abbott and others 


Carrying on the work foday, Mr. Arthur Hrecken is president and Miss 
Dorothy Baird secretary. 


‘THE ERIN LEGION 


rin Branch #442, Royal Canadian Legion, received its charter on 
February 19th, 1947, Us organization was sponsored by the late Col. G. Mt 
Fizgsrald of Orangeville, with the local assistance of the late D. 1. Mundell 
Who, for the remainder’ of his life, was an example of the unscih and 
‘devoted servise associated with the ‘best traditions of the organization, ‘The 
first President was the late Oscar Steky, and other charter members, were 
Willam Mundell, James Justice, Lora McGowan, ‘Cecil Carney, Walt 
Keeler, Roy Smith, David Mundell, James Mill, Jerome Wunter, George 
Sanders, Jack Short, Frank Belway, J, A. Catherwood and J. P. Magill, 


‘The Erin Branch has grown from that tiny nucleus 10 it present member- 
ship of 125 Active Service Members, as well as 23 Associate Members who 
have served in Reserve unis. The members originally met in various rented 
quarters, subseavenly purchased a house on the corner of Daniel and. Spring 
Streets (now occupied by C. Herrington), and then, in 1958, anew Lesion 
Hall was built, on Dundas Street E. This property is now in the final stage 
Of & major expansion which more than doubles the previous floor area 

The Lesion’ primary purposes are to perpetuate the meniory of the fallen 
‘comrades, to promote the spirit of unity among the living. and to be of 
id © any veterans or their families who may need asitance. ‘These duties 
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have been well performed by the local Branch. Furthermore, it has taken 
an increasing. interest in community affairs, such as the support of minor 


sports in Erin and Hillsbrsh; a public speaking sward for public school 
pupils; cidet awards for the High School Cadet Corps; and its sponsorship 
Of the local Scouts and Cubs, One of its more impressive achievements was 
{ts sponsorship of a Senior Ciizens' Apartment buidiag (known asthe 
Shamrock Apartments), erected. in 1965, containing eleven self-contained 
partments which are tented, at very reatonable rates, to some of our retired 

‘A Ladies! Auriliary to the Bria Branch was awarded its charter on 
November 28th, 1958, and since then has worked tielesy, and most succes 
fully, in sopporting and expanding the actives of the Branch. For many years 
weekly Bingo ‘Night his altracted. steady crowds, and the Ladies alo 
Cooperate with the Legion in awarding two bursaries each year to deserving 
fraduates of the Erin Distct High School. They also have taken particular 
{nlerest inthe Westminster Veterans Hospital in London, by completely 
furnishing one of the room and donating several radios and’ TV sets for the 
njoyment of disabled ‘eterans, a8 well as visking the hospital regularly and 
Siuopting” “& veteran. ‘They ae perbaps best known, however, for their 
capeblites as caterers for various banquets and receptions 


1 can be seen that from » humble beginning, the Legion has become 
a stiong organization, accepting responsiiliies not only for assistance (0 its 
‘Own members and their families, but tothe welfare and progres. of ‘the 
Community as whole. This is perhaps best expressed in that part of the 
Legion ritual which reeds (teferring to the fallen): “Their sacrifice will ever 
Inspire os to labour on, 10 the end that those who survive and need our aid 
may be assured of asistance, and that the country in which we live, and for 
which they died, may ever be worthy of the sacrifice they made". 








ERIN DISTRICT LIONS’ CLUB 


the Erin Distt Lions! Club, sponsored by the Georgetown club received 
its chatter on April 26, 1981, with tweng-five members. Thete are seven of the 
chacter members stl in the’ club. 


‘The following members have been president of the club:— Bob McEnery, 
cecit Carney, Clare Young, en Wingrove, Archie Dovslas, Fred Steen, 
Bert Smith, Bob Dickson, Bob Meeban, Fred Wilson, Dave Barbour, Clayton 
Barbour, Jas, Scott, Stam Leitch, Bill Clayton and Tom Hope 


“The Bria District Lions’ Club is very provd of its record of community 
sevice over the years. Since it fist received ts charter, it has accomplished 
any things for many people. Perhaps the most noteworthy projects by the 
ub were The insallition of artificial ice, and the operation of the Arena, 
‘Guned by the Erin Agrcultrat Socety as well as the sponsorship of Pee Wee 
Silage and Juvenile Hockey and Figure’ Skating. This year (196667),_ the 
Chub was extremely proud of its Juvenile Hockey Team, which won the “C” 
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Championship of the W.O.A.A. (Western Ontario Athletic Association) 

The Erin District High School Band is also. sponsored by the Lions! 
Club. Instruments and smart uniforms in purple and. gold were provided, 
Public Speaking in the High School is also sponsored by the Club. 

The, Chub provides hospital beds and whee! chairs 10 anyone in the 
‘community, as well as eyezasses to the needy. Christmas baskets are provided 
fand money donated to the Lake St Joseph Camp forthe Blind, 

Donations ‘have been made to the Hilsburgh “Community Centre, 
Dufferin Area Hospital and the Inglewood Community Centre. 

The two major annual fund-zasing activities of the Club are:— the 25 
oltar dinner and the draw at Erin Fai 

While the Lions! Cub is extremely. proud of its record over the past 
sinteen years, it is also very grateful to all those citizens, who over the years 
have contributed so generously 40 all its activites 

At present the club has the following membership -— Clayton Barbour, 
Dave Barbour, Cee Camey, Archie Douslas, Gord Gregson, James Hall 
‘Tom Hope, Jack Hamilton, Stan Leitch, ‘Tibh Mille, Bob McEnery, Ova 
Petersen, James Scott, Bert Smith, Fred Steen, Fred Wilson, Bill Weber, Bob 
Inkster, 


ERIN HOME AND SCHOOL 


‘The Exin Home and School Asoc. was organized January 2% 1951 
‘Treasurer, were the frst officers, and were inslled by the Prov, organizer 
Mrs. Gondon Wright, President, Mts. C. Harbour, Secretary, Mrs. A. Doueles, 
Mrs. E. R. Swift of Burlington. The organization was very active and provided 
radios for all tooms and furniture for a teachers room, A banguet for arade 
5 graduating class is now provided by Hone and Schoo. 


ERIN WOMEN'S INSTITUTE, 


‘The Erin Women's Jastiute was organized in 1905 and always took an 
active part in the life of the vilag. ta ely days they met in homes, but later 
‘on met in the schoo! 

Mrs. J.-M. Abbott had the honour of being elected chairman of the 
Central Ontario Area Convention for the years 193739, which was at that 
time held inthe Royal York Hotel, 

The Institute is now working’ on collecting the history of the village and 
istic, 


ERIN DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


‘The Chamber of Commerce is one of the youngest organizations in the 
Village. Several Bosiness and Profesional men met in the Spring of 1966 and 
1 Chamber was duly formed with Walter W. Keeler as Charter President 

‘This organization has taken on many projec which will decidedly improve 
the Village and Community. Although oAly one year old, the Chamber hot 
already completed some projects. 

With its strong voice at all levels of Government and the local Comamunity 
at bear, the Erin Distt Chamber of Commerce il grow with, and srive 
to make Erin a better place to live, work and play 


us 
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First Motorized Stage Coach between Erin and Guelph, 


SCOUT AND GUIDE MOVEMENT 


The Scout and Guile Movement has been active in Erin for Many yeas 
1k is impossible to mame sll those people who gave their time and talents 
to lead these. groups and it would be even harder 10 give details of things 
sccomplished. 

This past year hat teen the starting of the Venturors group, and this is 
the big brother to cubs aad scouls, Two years ago the first Erin Rangers were 
formed, and this group are sisters to the Brownies and Guides. This year, the 
Rangers put on 1 number of projects including a variety show to enable 
them to visit Expo, The Venlurots had a camping {vip 10 the Adirondacks, 

“The Scouts have been very active, and one of their achievemen’s was 
1 Winter Camp in 20° below zero. weather, ‘They also joined with other 
Scout groups at Riverside Park in Guelph and the Brin Troop’ project was 
building & raft, which would carry 10 people across the river 





“The Cubs won a prize with their entey in the Santa Claus parade; the 
Guides annually visit the Shamrock Apsrtments at Chrisimas. They put up & 
decorated ree, sing carols and serve tea and Christmas cake 

"The Brownies have been very active with a group of twenty-eight young 
ladies earning badges and learning fo become better ciizens 


ERIN SPORTS 

Erin from its beginning has shown an active Joterest in sports. Stories 
and pictures of the early hoskey teams Keep coming to light. Mrs, Roy Grundy 
was @ member of & lade team in Eri, and Bill Bush has much to tell of 
the hockey teams ie his da. 
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‘Many will remember the wam that during the 30's made a fine showing. 
‘The depression was in full swing, and the time. was more plentiful that money. 
Under the management of G. T. Scot, C. K. Overland, D. S. Laitch, and 
Calvin Weddell the team won the "Northern Ontatio Hockey League Cup" 
providing fine entertainment ts well as giving an interest to the boys. The 
Hurten, Horton, and Saunders boys, Fred Steen, Mack Abbot, Lloyd Lyons 
Norts ‘Sinclair, Mack Sinclair, Lawrence Bashour and many others, were on 
the team, 





CURLING 


‘The first curling was done on the park, using wooden stones. Mr. Tarzwell, 
who built the house now owned by C. Barbour, often cleared the lee and 
rounded up some curlers, 

Tis believed that curling started inthe ol rink around 1900, Ross Cameron, 
f bank manager was one of the eatly organizers of the game. Mr, Bll Bush, 
‘who sill cols with te best tells that he has been curling around 37 year. 


ERIN LADIES CURLING 


The Erin Ladies Curling Club was organized in 1959, following. the 
instalation of Artificial ice in Erin rink. Thete were 48 members the fist 
year and Mrs, C. Barbour was president and Mrs, Geo, Short, seeretary. In the 
Years since, the club has steadily increased their membership 





STANLEY PARK 


Stanley Park started in the late 1880's snd was first owned by a Mr. Long. 
Five ministers first developed the race track for bieyele racing in 1889, The 
track was later used for howe racing. On special days, sports, horse racing ets. 
drew Jarge crowds. The frst picnickers came. by ‘tain, Excursions wes rn 
from the towns around for Sunday-chool picnics, reunions ete. They also ran 
special excursions 0 Erin Fur 











First dances were held ins building that in later years became a dining hall, 
‘Above this fst dance hall were rooms to rent t@ holdayers trom the ety, 


Mrs. D. Mundell, who came to Stanley Park for many years with her 
family (he Peavoys) remembers in the early 1900's, there was jist « dance 
hall and boat house, and they lived in rooms above the Boat house 


Owners of the Park have been—Mr. Long, J. J. Carroll, LM. Teeter, 
Harry Austin, Jeff Hamilton, J. Henderson and the present owners Upwells Li 
with Chas. Overland, Mer. 


For many years the dances were very popular and on the 24th of May 
at the Erin Fair, te hall had seareely standing room. Me. Harry Austin bull 
‘a new dance hall about 1925, and it wax further enlarged some year ago 


Upwells Lid, replaced all the original cottages in the 40's and built « new 
ining hall, the original one having. burned dowa. They also added Hillop 
‘Lodge and 'Golf Course, which has singe been sold 
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ELECTRICITY IN VILLAGE SINCE 1900 


‘Around 1900 private companies contracted to install generators on mill 
dam, and. generate power to light homes, et. 


‘The earliest of these plants was built by Joha M. Deagle at the Cataract 
before 1890, In 1896, the Cataract Light and Power Co, was formed with Tobn 
Deagle, and after 1900 electricity was supplied. to Erin, Hilsburgh, Alton, 
Caledon, Caledon East, Inglewood and to the brick yards above Cheitenham. 
The company also contraced to light some of the streets in Orangvile 


In 1905 five year contract was granted, but was terminated after 
dispute, R. G, Lee became a subsequent owner. 


‘On March 1, 1925 the Caledon Electtic Power Co. was formed by C. K. 
Overiand, and the late Reuben and Bert Harris, The late Ernie Teeter worked 
fs a lineman for the company for a number of yeats. The plant atthe Cataract 
‘was finally sold 40 the Ontario Hydro, the dam at the Cataract was blown 
up ia 194, 





(On May 1, 1950, Ein Village set up their own Hydro Electric Commision 
buying the power from the Oatario Hydro and reeling to the village residents, 
Debentures were sued at a rate of 344% intrest, which were completely paid 
oft in 1966 


“The era of the flickering oil Inmp, batery radio and cook stove seems far 
removed from the prevent day when every modern appliance including heating 
fad lighting it in operation wih the fick of a switch 


ERIN ADVOCATE FOUNDED IN 1880 


Sylvester Dilly was the founder of The Erin Advocate, publishing the 
first newspaper in 1880, The printing office was then located on the site of 
Carney's Garage, This original building was moved to the rear of the Bush 
Hardware Store, where today itis used for storage purposes. 


Type for the newspaper in early days was set by hand, a tedious and 
exscting procedure 


Between 1880 and 1894 various owners are recorded, the paper not being 
printed for one year during this te, when the elitr could not satisfy bis 


In December 1894, the late Wellington Hull purchased the paper. The 
coffce was moved to the upstnirs of the Royal Bank building at the rear, the 
fnirance being made between this building and the building owned by Mr. C. 
Weddell. Ie was here that Roy W. Hall began his printing career ia 1907, In 
1920 he took the business over from his father 


“The printing office was moved to lis present location in 1915, and in 
1924 the editor purchased an inleriype machine which set the type for the 
paper, ending the isting of the newspaper by hand. 
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Union Bank in 1916 


In 1942 Charles W. Hull joined his father, becoming the thd generation 
of the Hull family to own The Advocate in 195? 


Over the years The Advocate format has changed. For a number of years 
the inside four pages came “ready print”, with the home news, being, printed 
at the Tosal office on the outside four pages. AS the paper progressed, ll 
ight pages were printed at home, 


In 1966 the paper rectived the award for the Ontario weekly newspaper 


showing the greatest improvement in is class, a source of pride tothe editor nd 
aft 


ERIN PUBLIC LIBRARY 76 YEARS OLD 


Throughout the years, the valve of reading good books was well appreciated 
in Brin 

‘A private society, called the Erin Social Library, was in operation as 
easly as January 31, 1854. Old record books show total of 660 volumes 
‘owned by the library, and 146 subscribers holding one. share each inthis 
‘organization 


‘The minutes recon —"The library shall be the property of the shareholders, 
land shall be kept in the village of Erin for their own use and benefit, by a 
librarian selected “and appointed by themselves. Each share taken” shall 
‘entitle the subscriber to a vote in electing officer of the ewocation, board 
of directors, and when paid, to the use of the library. Price of a share shall be 
‘one pound five silings Canada Corency 








AAs far as can be ascertained, the fit public library in the village was 
‘established in 1991, located in the T. J, Hamilton slore, the present site of 
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the local billiard parlour. Mr. Hamilton was the librarian. The library was 
later moved to a small bulding, known as F. O. Smith’ store, on the comer 
ff Main and Spring Streets (L. McGowan's property toway)- When this building 
tras demolished, the library made its headquarers at Bily Lambert's paint shop, 
2 store located where the office of the Mundell Lumber Co, Lid. i presently. 
Mr. Crovch was librarian 

Another move was made to better quarters ia a section of the building 
known as luni’ Garage, the place where the Fie Dept, is now housed. Mrs 
“Albert Eke was the librarian, From here the library losated ia the front section 
Of Erin Arena, and agein to its present home in the municipal building. 

Upon the reirement of Mrs, Eke after many years of service, Mrs. W. 
Longsiest became librarian, Her annual report last year, 1966, showed a 
total of 3900 books in the library, 200 being purchased during the year, and 
387 members 

Mrs, J. M, Abbott has served on the library board for quite some time, 38 
sid her late husband Dr. J. M. Abbot 

"The present board and the Ubrerian maintain «splendid selection of books, 
encouraging many readers to parte in a very rewarding past time—reading 


FIRE PROTECTION THROUGH THE YEARS 





‘The only source of protection from fire in earlier yeurs was the hurried 
formation of a bucket brigade Dy villagers when the alarm was given, The 
fortunate situation of Erin on the Credit river gave a ready source of water 
for this purpose, According to carly editions of the Advocate, the Anglican 
CChoreh tell was rung in case of fire, to summon aid 

"A number of serions fires, incloding business places and the Old Queen's 
Hoel, caused much concern, anda chemical engine was bought by the village 
to sive further protection. This engine wes mounted on whels, and dravn by 
hhand. tn 1945, the Globe Hotel was demolished by fire giving bith 0 the 
opinion that furtber protection was needed 

‘Up until this time, the fire department was not what might be called 
‘well organized, On November 4, 1946 a general public meeting was called 
{o reorganize snd set up an Erin Fie Department, At this mestng a slate of 
bficer was named: Fite Chief, L. G. Matthews; Deputy, R. Loftiouse; Captain, 
©, Bradley; See-Treas, C. Kile 

Tecan be said that Fire Chief Matthews was the instigator and champion 
of the Erin Fire Department. During his term of office from 1946 10 1951 
Inclusive new equipment wat purchased; a proper siren was mounted at the 
own hall with a switch connested to the telephone olfice for the operator to 
turn on when necetsary, & pamper purchased, and a second one added in 1949, 
fo tive two fiefighting unit, The Fire Depuriment was fully organized and 
trained to meet the emergencies of a fire. 

Tn recognition of his devoted service, Chief Matthews was presented with 
fan engraved ring on February 13, 1952, 

‘Subsequent Chiefs of the Brigade included 1. G. MacKenzie 1952 and 3; 
Weir Winters 1954-6, Glen Evans 1987-1964, and our present Chief, Dovs 
Fines, took over in 1965, 
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Previous to 1934 the department was housed in a section of the old Globe 
Hotel. The equipment was then moved to the rear of the Town Hall, and finally 
to the present locaton where ample room is provided for equipment, tricks 
8 well asa room where the meat’ may mec. 


During the years, the firemen have given yoemen service tothe community. 
Public spirited, they have been responsible for organizing the ‘ailer Santa 
‘Claus parades, and stil take an active pare in its arrangements, To, protect 
village children and buildings, they organized the ‘24th of May fireworks 
celebrations, providing the fireworks, with financial aid from the businessmen 
When the local cisterns became dry in the simmer season, the fire department 
reflled them using the pumper 

This year the Department took delivery of @ new truck, the latest in fire 
fishting equipment, one which is an asset to the vilage tnd sorrounding. area 
protected by the Erin Brigade, 

With ample equipment, and the enduring devoted service of the Etin 
volunteer firemen, a sense of assured protection feom dreaded fire rests, 
comfortably in Evin, 


EARLY NAMES IN THE HISTORY OF ERIN 


Mr. Tyler — Justice of Peace 
Mr. Broddy — Auctioneer and constable 

Mrs, Arthurs — Fancy goods sore ets, 

Mrs. Ames — Dressmaker 

Miss Rebecca MeLean — Dressmaker 

John MeLean — Carpenter 

Mr. Carberry — Postmaster (believed to be the fist) 

Mr. Robert Wood —~ Drug sore 

Dr, Thomas — Dentist 

Dr. H. McNaughton — Surgeon (believed to have heen at Russian war) 
Me. Crawford — An eatly school teacher 

Dougald Campbell — Principal of school 

Mr. Justice — Stone mason 


BUSINESS MEN IN 1898 


4, Collier (taylor) Geo, Ramesbottom (blacksmith) 
R. Wood (drugist) us Small (shoemaker) 

W. Willis (hotel) D. McLellan (butcher) 

J. F. Sutton’ (merchant) L, MeDonald (vet) 

Lather Overland (saler) De. HS. Skinner (dentist) 
(Chas. Overland Je. (merchant) H. Fowlie (jeweler) 

‘Chas. Overland Sr. (Carpenter) RL Barber (weaver) 

C1. MeDonald (hotel) J.D. Leitch (C.P-R. agent) 
J. Scott (blacksmith) 1H. Mathews (harness maker) 
W. J. Stevens (Merchant taylor) A. Grieve’ (blacksmith) 

4. Sawyer (shoemaker) G. Back (jeweller) 

Dr 1H. Hamilton John Corry (Blacksmith) 

4. Tusice (butcher) 
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RAIL TRAVEL POPULAR IN AREA. 


In 1897 the Credit Valley Railroad operated a branch passing through 
rin and Hiluburgh. The CPR sequired this Railroad in 1880, and to this day 
‘maintain the Tine through this are. 


'At one time, pessenger (ins numbered four x day through Brin and 
Hillourgh besides eight. tains. Passenger train service gradually lessened, 
Tani both passenger and freight were combined in one run 


‘A unigue ride was experienced ia a railroad ear heated with a small coal 
stove and it by. coal ‘oll lamps. Seated on the old upright high backed 
SMthoniess wooden seats, amid) mail bags and express, the passenger bad 
GKecient companionship with the conductor on the run to Orangeville, 1a 
1958 patsenge service was discontinued entirely through the ville 

‘eight service is sill maintained to-day, with express service by CPR 
rocks 


‘Agents who were in charge of the Brin station over the years included 
the fst agent, Stephen Springer; W. Munro who was the first regular agent 
Mr, Eliot @ year); Charles EMet (2 years); Jim Mansboroush @ years: 
seep Ptelich who served for 25 years (1892-1917, D. Robinson (1917 Mr. 
usell (abo in 1917) Fred Anthony 3. years from 1917-1940; R. 
Bente (1940.46; Hacry Short (1986-57), 1. R. Mitchell (1957-1959) and_ our 
present agent W. A. (Bill) Weber who came in 1959. 





‘The village has been fortunate that the agents in charge ofthe Brin sation 
have all Been capable, courteous, and obliging in their service fo the public. 


VILLAGE ROASTED FIVE HOTELS 


‘The need of catering to the travelling public, and supplying food and 
sink for his sustenanse gave birth 10 m0 less than five hotels within the 
village of Erin 

THE STATION HOUSE, as its name implies catered to rail passengers 
ax well as the general public. and was a long two storey frame building on 
the site now oecupied by the residence of George Lovell on Lorne Street. 
Miss Kate Mooney ‘operated the hotel until twas destroyed by fire in the 
Canty 1900. She spent the later days of her life in the County Home at Fergus 

‘THE QUEEN'S HOTEL was 4 large two storey building on the property 
strecching trom Steers Dairy to Bells Hardware. It was owned and operated 
Heyer McDonald, Pat Sullivan and by Sam Ridler. At the north end of the 
building were two small stores occupied at one time by John Homer's Butcher 
Shop, and. C. Blackwood's Farm Machinery. A closed archway over 0 
Grneway to a barn and shed at the roar was quite fashionable. The late 
Major J Justice, at that time holding the rank of Captain, vas senior officer 
ae dharge of the’ armories. The Queen's Hotel, the lores and armories suffered 
the same fate as the Station Hous, being destroyed by fire in 1912 

"THE CLARK HOUSE was located in the building occupied by the Erin 
Creamery nd recently demolished, It was situated on Main Street South 
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between Kennedy's factory and the W. F. MoEnery property. Parking spice 
for the hotel customers was provided in an open shed across the rosd on 


the property owned by Winters’ Garage. The hotel and diningroom were 
operated by number of persons including the Clarks form whom it took 
fis name, as well as William Willis and 1. M. Teeter. The busines seemed t0 
radually decline, and from recollection, became a buter-making establishment 
and private home operated by James Hamilton 


THE GLOBE HOTEL was the erginal home of the founder of Erin, 
Daniel MacMillan, built ia 1846 as an ornament to the village. This house 
was occupied by the MacMillns for 20 years, when it was sold to Wiliam 
Chisholm and converted into a hotel The building was located where the 
felephone building and northern section of Carney’s Garage is now found 
[A subsequent owner of the hotel was William McDowell, a lawyer, residing 
in the village. Renting. and operating the Globe were a Mr. Johnson,George 
Ramsden, Wills and Bush, and J.P. Bush. In 1912 the Hotel was purchased 


by John Horton from Mrs. McDowell. The Iaie Mr. Horton operated the 
Globe under the Temperance Act until change of lay gave a. beverage 
room licence. In January 1945, fire completely destroyed the hots. 





The building known to-day as the BUSHOLME INN is believed to have 
been bullt-as a hospital, although never used as such, in 1886. by Dr 
McNaughton. An ad adverdsing his practice appears in an Advocate of that 
year. In 1893 Dr. Martin was the owner of the building, in 1900, Dr. 1 
Hamilton, followed by several other doctors incliding Dr. Reynolds. The 
property was acquired by John Horton, but then having slso_ possession of 
the Globe Hote, Mr. Horton sold the building to J. P. Bush in 1926. ‘Thus 
the Busholne Ian was begun, named for i owning family. Following. the 
death of Mr, Bush, Mrs, Bush sold the hotel to Mes, McKenzie in 1930. 
(Other owners of the Inn have boon Matt Fullerton of Brampion, and the 
present owner, T, B. Cooper of Toronto, A nmber of renters of the Busholme 
also operated, in the interval. A great many changes and additions have 
been made to the original building, but it sill presen a fine well kept 
ppearane, the last five hotels in Erin 











GILLERIN CENTURY FARM 


Gitlrin Farm is at present owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Robt 
Gillespie It contain 300'aeres and is comprised of lols 8, 9, and 10 of the 
cesat half of concession 9 in Erin township. 


On March 21, 1853, 50 acres, the west half of 10 Eon. which the 
bullings are situsted was purchased. from the "Clergy Reserves” by Robt. 





Reid, The price paid wes 41 pounds, 17 sh, 6 pence, The Crown Deed Tor this 
land was dated at Quebec in the 16th year of Queen Victor's reign, when 
the Governor General of Canada was James, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine. In 
1854 Robert Reid sold this farm to James Rei, great grandfather of the 
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present owner. The prise paid was 95 pounds, No doubt some buildings had 
been erected, 


On May 30th, 1856 James Reid purchased 0 acres, adjoining and the 
Crown Deed was given him at Toronto, in the 19th year of Queen Vietris’s 


Sir Edmund Walker Head was Governor General of British North America 
‘and Captain General and Governor in Chief of the provinces of Canada, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and the Island of Prince Edward. ‘The price 
pid was 41 pounds, 17 shillings. 


In 1877 one hundred acres was given by James Reid to his daughter, who 
later became Mrs Gillespie. In 1919 James Henry Gillespie purchased. the 
farm (E lot 10) from his mother Ana Lavinia Gillespie. 


In 1960, the farm was boueht by Robt, James Gillespie from his father James 
H, Gillespie. 


‘THE McKINNEY CENTURY FARM 


“The farm Lot 15, concession 10, of Evin Township, was purchased by 
Mr, John Cantelon of the Township of Toronto from the Cansda Company 
fn the year 1854 for the. sim of one hundred and twenty pounds and ten 
shilings Later this farm was soit to Mr, Wm. Hoge of Streetwville and in 
the year 1862, July 31, this farm was bought by Me. Henry MeKinney of 
Chinguacousy. 





[At that time a Tittle log cabin was on the farm down near a litle beaver 


meadow 





Iivlater years Henry McKinney built a new house and they hai to sons 
‘Alex. and John McKinney and two daughters Mary and Elizabeth MeKinney 
swore bor. 


Many stores were told by my grandfather of hand hewn wooden skates 
and baby cradle, the old sausage grinder, the carding fo wool and the spinning 
thes from which beautiful bed spreads were woven, Two beautiful ones have 
teen kept and teased, Homesmade carpet was made and how cozy it looked. 


(On December 30, 1898, John C. McKinney purchased the farm from his 
father, and the following year married Miss Annio Meadows of Georgetown, 
‘who now lives in Erin at the ripe age of 92 years. They were blewed with 
the daughters and one son,—Myvle, (Mrs. G. Miller) of Norwich, Margaret, 
(Mrs, G_ E- McLean) of Bington, Mary, (Mt, Clayton Jostice) of Ein, and 
Harry who has been on the homestead since the death of their father io the 
year 1934 


Many hardships were endured on the farm, three barns were burned and 
fone house, But many joys were experienced also, 





“The farm has boon in the MeKinney name for 
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ERIN FAIR 
MISTORY OF ERIN AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 


The formation of Erin Agricultural Society in 1850 is recorded in the 
Parliament Buildings, Toronto. ‘This is the only record. of is beginning. For 
many years i€ was knowm as the Erin Township Agricultural Society. ‘The first 
that is known of the Society® actives is that om January 29th, 1852, the 
first Fair was organized in Brin Township, and was held on October 29th 


In the early days there were no jadges availble except those chosen 
locally. The judges had to be chosen by a method accept bY all ay just and 
fair, hence they decided that cach person having stock to exhibit must place a 
valde on each animal, aad the man whose valiation totalled the most money 
was appointed the judge. As the animals on which the highest value was 
placed’ might easily he inferior, it wae a challenge to be the judge, and he sas 
hhonour bound tobe fait. Thus an unwriten code of honour governed the Society 
Up until 1857 the prize money was paid in shillings nd pence a this was the 
‘money standard uted until 1858, when the dollar standard. was accepted in 
Upper Canada 


Previous to 1887 it was not known where the Pair was held, but records 
from then on show thet the following centres, namely Erin, Hillsburgh, Ospringe 
and Bristol (ter known es Brisbane) would tender on the Fair, and the centre 
having the highest bid would have the privilege of Holding the Fair in October. 
The amount of tender varied from $30 to $90, and the receipts varied from 
$8.27 on a day of poor weather to $340.96 on a day when they had good weather 
Iti not known, but assumed the admission was 10s, ux Ht was shown to be cme 
time later 


Ik is aso not known who was the first President, but it i recorded that a 
Wiliam Clark was elected President in 1855. Resonts show abo that a Mr. 
Tolton was appointed Secretary-Treasuer in 1839. Tn 1860 Peter MeGill was 
lected President, and John Wilton Burt was appointed Secetary-Treasurer 

2 salary of $10 per year. He held this office for 35 years. His salary” Was 
Increased 10 $15 In. 1864 


In 1862 the Society sponsored a ploughing match Inthe year 1865 there was 
talk of having the Faic a a fined place, and at @ meeting in Bristol (Brisbane) in 
December ofthat year a resolution was passed, asking for tenders for permanent 
srounds. In January, 1866 the anausl mesting wat held in the new hotel hall ia 
Trin village on the property now occupied by Carney’s garage. Tenders for 
permanent grounds were received from Erin, Hillsburgh, Bristol and Orpinge 
Erin village was decided upon, providing they would give the Society a free lease 
of 4 acres of land for a period of 10 years, erect a board fence around the 
Property, and build an Agricultural Mall. Since the village was not incorporated 
a tis time, they could not acquire land, Hence a committe of five, later known, 
5 tustes, was appointed to purchase approximately $ acres ia the survey of 
purk lot number 2, together with village Tots sumber 12 and 13 (on which the 
‘resent Coliseum stands). The fst portion of the Fait grounds was a narcw strip 
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bout 14 oF 15 rods wide, running behind lots 10-13 to the mill pond. The first, 
portion of the Agricultural Hall was erected, and early in 1867 the committee 
equested and received grant of $300 from Eria Township Couneil. They also 


received a grant of $250 from the County of Wellington, with the stipulation that 
they finish the building of an Agricultural Hall and Drill Shed. The building 
was completed in tine to hold the Fair on the new site in October. ‘This was 
the fst time « gale keeper and constable were appointed. Because of & shortage 
fof money to compete the payments on the building, Thomas Carberry, captain 
fof No, 7 Company of the Militia, Erin, aplied to the government for a grant 
fand received $250.00, providing the Agricultural Hall and Drill Shed were 
deeded to the Mita, ‘The Hall and the land on which it was situated were 
teansferted, and a Tease for 99 years was granted to Erin Township Council, who 
having no use for it, turned it over to Erin Agricultural Society at a cost of 
$1.00 per yest. During the yeas that followed the Society added to the building 
And kept it in repait, By 1869 an addition made it approximately 110 feet long. 

In 1873 the Secretary's salary was increased to $25.00 and the sate receipts 
were $228.50, In 1878 the Society gave a grant to Hillsburgh Horse Show, which 
Was held annually until the 194% This was also the first year that Erin Faie 
had a tworay show. In 1879 a purchase was made of more land, situated to the 
North: West of the original lands. The first Municipal Grant was $20.00 and was 
ceived in 1880. A brass band froin Norval was in attendance this year and was 
paid the som of $5.00. In 1884 an addition was built to the Agricultura Hall, 
fringing it to its present length. Entry sheets were sent out forthe fist time 
this year. In 1888 village lots 14, 15 and 16 were purchased for the sum of 
125000, lot 16 being sold later in the year for $150.00. A new office was built 
Jin front ofthis ballon this date, andthe first 


fon October 13th. This was akko the yeur that Bagpipes were heard for the 
fist time at Erin Fair, In 1990 i¢ was decided to have the Secretary set Up 
fffice in Ospringe, Ballinafad, Hillsburgh and Erin at stated hours 10 receive 
Sntres Membership fee of $1.00 plus 4 foe tickets was established in 1893. Io 
1895 a representative Games Kickwood) was seat tothe Convention of Fairs and 
Exhibitions in the City Hall, Toronto, This was five years before the Ontario 
‘Association ‘of Agricultural Societies was formed, Honorary Directors were 
‘ppointed forthe First time this year. 





tors meeting was held there 


In 1896 the admission fee wat increased to 2Se, the Secretary-Treasurer J 
\W. Burt resigned, and James Kirkwood was appointed to fill the position at & 
lary of $48.00 per year, being bonded at $1,000. A fee of Sc was charged the 
firt evening of the Fair to view the hall exhibit. Prizes for oxen were dscon- 
tinued, In 1898 the land whichis now the larger part of the horse ring stretching 
from the original lands south to Centre Street was purchased for $300.00. In 
1003 James Kirkwood resigned and Peter McGill was sppointed, Secretary~ 
‘Treasurer. In 1907 Hilsburgh Horse Show was pot under the auspices of the 
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Sosiety. In 1910 judges were supplied by the Department of Agriculture. Tn 
1914 the Secretary, Peer McGil died, and A. C. Millan was appointed. He held 
the postion for 19 years. 


In 1916 the Fic was held on Thankspving Day for the frst time, and 
the Directors engaged their own judges instead of getting them fom the 
Department of Agriculture. In 1919 livestock exhibits opened to the world, 
Hall exhibits remaining open to Erin Township only. In 1920 the Secretary's 
safary was raved to $100.00 per year. A race track was built stound the outside 
Of the grounds. Admission fee was raised to 35, In 1922 the receipts were 
$952835, total expenses $2100.10, leaving a balance of $1217.97, During these 
and previous years Directors were chosen by wards, there being § different wards 
in the township. The Directors wives were the only Lady Directors In 1926 
Part of the Ladies’ Work was opened to the province. It was inthis yeu that 
Purebred Holsteins were introduced for the first time, and an enty fee of 10e 
was charged for Inte entries. In 1928 the local Womens Institutes were ap- 
Proached to see if they would put on exhibits atthe Fait, 


About 1929 interest in the Fair was at «rather low ebb, and a special effort 
hnad to he put forth to create more inerest and obtain donations to promote a 
larger exhibit, Ip 1931 an addition was made tothe northside of the Hall by the 
Jocal Hockey Club. Many changes were made in the Prize List, and a rule was 
‘made that an exhibitor could not take more than one prize in a section, Per- 
mission was granted to elect 6 more Directors, making a total of 18 as it is 
fosday. Boys Potato Clubs were introduced jn 1932, In 1933 secretary-treasurer 
A.C. McMillan resigned and W. F. McEnery was appointed, The frst rant 
vas received from Wellinglon County Council. n 1934 loud speaker system was 
fel up in the horse ring, prize money was increased. and Grain apd Foal Clubs 
were sponsored. In 1935 an addition of office and two rooms was bult on the 
front of the Hall, and floodlights were installed inthe horse rng. In 1939 pens 
for sheep and swine were bull, and improvements were made in the atle Fins, 
Show eases were used forthe fist ie inthe Hall In 1942 a Regional Shorthorn 
Show was introduced, This show had rauch to do withthe expansion of the Fat. 
In 1944 another 4 aces of land were purchased on the north sige of the grounds 
School children's work was added to the Prize List In 1946 x barn to house 
cattle and pouliry was built, and $100.00 stakes in heavy and light hors as 
Started A Reglonal Hereford Show was held for the fiat time, In 1947 the 
Portion of the Exhibits Hall which had belonged to the Milita was purchased 
from War Asis. The Seerstary-Treasurer, W. F. McEnery resigned and George 
©. Burt was appointed. 1h 1949 permission was ranted for Erin Foie 19 be 
elevated to Class B catagory. In 1950 Mr. E- F. Muirhead donated funds for 
the purchase of more land, and a new bandstand was erected in honour of the 
Society's centennial year. A Championship Aberdeen-Angis Show was held, 
although not very socsesfly 


In 1951 the office of Secretary-Manager was instituted, and Elmer McKinnon 
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‘vas appointed, with Ronald A. Moodie being appointed as Treasurer. The 
Hillburgh Horse Show was cancelled permanenlly. A Championship Hereford 
Show was held for the first time. In 1983 a fine new Exhibits Building was 
rected, with the old building being moved to the rear of the grounds to be 
hed a6 a livestock burn, The dates of the Fair were extended t0 include a 
third dey. with 2 days of showing. In 1957 « new Lodge Building and Dining 
Hall was erected on the grounds in conjunction with the Masonic Lodge. In 
1959 arial fee equipment was installed with the co-operation of the local 
Lions Service Club, and in 1960 cement fooring in the exhibits ares was 
installed, In 1963 fire destroyed the eatle and poultry barn, and in 1964 it was 
replaced by « pole bern. Cattle shelters were also erected to howe 4H Calf 
Cots 





‘Over a period of years, due to the kindness of Mr. EF, Muirhead, more and 
was purchased until the Society now owns a block. Because of hard work and a 
Fine community spirit, the Fair hes expanded to proportions scarcely hoped for. 
Wis felt that the staging of the treet shows helped greatly in the advancement 
of the Fair, Needless to sty, it i an institution in which all the commonity 
fahes great pride. Descendants of some of the pioneer families stil exhibit, an 
‘example being the Griffin family who have shown at the Fair continvowsly 
Since 1905 
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COMMEN 






















We have come long way since 1819, The wildemess has disappeared. 
We held our first election around a pine stump. Gone are the days when. we 
pid our taxes in shilings and pence, The ‘wp. i covered with fine homes, 
farms, villages and hamlets. 1966 figues grant Erin Village a population of 
1206 ‘and the twp. population of 3435. The old Guelph Road, ith it mid 
Jn spring, dust in summer and deep snow in winter is gone, and in its place 
we have #24 Highway, one of the finest in Southern Ostri, 


Fin Fair has become the previow of Ontario's Royal Winter Fait, 
‘We have several farm organizations, ‘The CPA, sill serves the area although 
small expres is delivred by company trucks, ‘The telephone. system, has 
changed to a dial system. Hydro power is taken for granted, Horses and oxen 
ace no longer beasts of burden or willy but are kept to be admired and 
their performances enjoyed. oats with gas motors, car and trucks using 

tpsolie or disel fuel and airplanes, private one and two seater eraft up to 
jets carrying more than 100 persons are our common mode of travel, Fresh 
fruits and vegetables Irom foreien and tropical climates are. avilable yeat 
round in the supermarkets, Canned snd frozen fruits and vegetables are easily 
obtained, frozen baked or ready 10 bake items, cake and cookie mixes, 
Povdered milk are popular: 





What might the futore bring? Will it be atomic energy and synthetic food 
and gyroplanes? 
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CENTENNIAL HISTORY 


1842 - 1967 
Erin Cofmship and Erin Village 
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PREFACE 


‘The Township of Erin is situated in the north-eastern part of the County 
of Wellington. Erin was named by the surveyors for Ireland because it was 
surveyed immediately after Albion, named for England; and Caledon, named for 
Scotland. The Township contains seventy thousand, four hundred acres of rolling 
land, with hills and dales and numerous creeks of pure spring water. It is the 
source of the west branch of the Credit River which empties inté Lake Ontario, 
also the source of the Eramosa River which is a tributary of the, Grand River 
which empties into Lake Erie. The survey of the south half of the Township 
took place in 1819 and the north half in 1820. The first settler came in 1820 
and rang the death knell of the forest, and virgin soil was turned. 


In the fall of 1841 the Governor-General of Canada issued a proclamation 
to provide for government of the District of Wellington, which was formed 
as a part of Upper Canada; thence on the 8th day of February 1842 the 
Township of Erin was represented by George Henshaw at the Court House in 
Guelph, and on the 15th day of May 1842 the representatives met again in 
Guelph, and had final approval to act and transact business. The Township 
was under the District of Wellington untit 1850: In 1850 and 1851 it was named 
the Waterloo County Council; in 1852 it was changed to the Council of the 
Inited Counties of Wellington, Waterloo and Grey, and in 1854 the County of 
Wellington was founded and it included the Town of Guelph. 


The Village of Erin was a part of the Township until the year 1880, and 
at that time it was incorporated and formed its own Council, and was represented 
at the Wellington County Council 


Many changes have taken place during the past one hundred years or more. 
‘The trails of the forest have been replaced by paved highways and gravel 
roads. The log cabins have been replaced with fine homes, the farms have 
large barns with towering silos, new centralized schools have been built, and 
community buildings have appeared for the enjoyment of young and old alike, 
making Erin one of the modern communities of this modern world. 


A WORD OF THANKS 


We the Committee, would like to thank all those who provided 
pictures, information, and time to help us compile this history book. We 
hope you will forgive any errors or omissions, 











HISTORY OF ERIN TOWNSHIP 


TOWNSHIP HISTORY 


In the beginning the Municipalities were represented by Councillors, 
later by a Reeve, Ist Deputy-Reeve and 2nd Deputy-Reeve. Then in 1897 the 
County of Wellington was divided into Divisions, Erin Township, Erin Village 
and Eramosa Township were named the Second County Council Division. 
Each Division was to be represented by two members who would hold office 
for a term of two years. 











1897 — 1902 Robert Lang 
1903 — 1906 Alex McKinnon 


In 1907 it was decreed that the Municipality be represented on County 
Council by the Reeve of such Township or Village, and also by a Deputy — 
Reeve if more than 1,000 names were on the last revised voter's list 


Erin Township Reeves who became Warden of Wellington County 


1907 Alexander McKinnon 
1952 James Milloy 

1927 D. J. Sinclair 

1938 John McFee 

1951 Goldwin Burt 

1961 George C. Wallace 





COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ERIN 1867 


Reeve: George Martin. 

Deputy Reeve: William Cornock. 

Councillors: John Berry, Neil McKinnon, Charles McMillan, 

CLERKS OF ERN TOWNSHIP 

1855 — 1869: William Tyler 

1870 — 1873: Charles Ferguson. 

1874 — 1878: William ‘Tyler: 

1879 — 1888: Records missing. 

1889 — 1911: Thomas Young. 

1912 — 1914: Peter McLaren. 

1915 — April 1926: Samuel Huxley. 

1926 — May and June: Walter N. Huxley. 

1926 — July to May 1932: James Milloy. 

1932 — June to Dec.: Archie Milloy. 

1933 — May 1943: James McKinnon, 

1943 — May to Dec.: John McFee. 

1944 — 1957: George Bryan. 

1958 — to Sept. 1961: George T. Lacey 

1961 — Oct. to Dec.: Bert Berry 

1962 — 1967: Elmer McKinnon. 
TREASURERS OF ERIN TOWNSHIP 

In the early years a Treasurer was appointed from the members of 
council by the Council 


1853 — Charles MeMillan 
1867 — John Burt 
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1885 — George Wheeler 
1923 — Dan Gray 
1956 — Bert Berry 


COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES FROM ERIN TOWNSHIP 


1842 George Henshaw. 
1843 Peter McGill, George Henshaw. 


1844" "Thomas Thompson. 
4s i i 

1846 Daniel McMillan, Thomas Thompson. 
4p ” George Henshaw. 
18480” 3 * 


1949 George Henshaw, William Clarke. 
1850 William Clarke, George Henshaw 








ist Donald McBean. 
185200 . Charles McMillan. 
18530" a George Henshaw, 
1gs40 " Robert L, Campbell. 
1855. Peter McGill, James Lee. 

1856 » "William Everdale, 

837 7 E ” 

a ‘ # 


1859 William Everdale, William Cornock. 
1860 Peter McGill, i 





1861 * =” William Everdale. 
1862” =" Alexander Binnie. 
one ae af ” 
1864 George Martin, " 
1865 * 3 fe 
ie = fi 2 3 
1867” » William Cornock 





1868 William Cornock, Duncan MeMillan. 
1869 Duncan McMillan, Edward Johnson . 


1870 * é e z 
im * Charles. MeMillan, 
1872” : Edward Johnson, 
1873,” ” John Berry. 
74" “ William ‘Teeter 
175” Mt * ri 
18760" > John W, Burt. 


1877 John W. Burt, Charles MeMillan, 


1878 J. W. Burt 
1379" 
188 " "Charles McMillan, Robert A. Reid. 
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get Oe 8 » * 
dee. * % fe is 

1883 * ne : * ” 

194" ss » — Lachlin Currie. 

igs ‘ » James. Kirkwood, 

1886” "James Kirkwood, G. Robinson. 

i cn " ” » 

1888 James Kirkwood, Robert A. Reid, George Robinson. } 
1999” Henry Dunbar,” i 

1890” * Thomas Tolton, George Robinson 

ist” ~ Robert Lang, Henry Dunbar. { 
1892 Robert Lang, George Robinson, Peter McGill. 

1993 7 i ” Robert A. Reid, | 
1894” =" John Duff, - 

1395 * — * Archibald Currie, Robert A. Reid, | 
1896 =" "John Duff, Archibald McLachlan. 

1897 Archibald McLachlan, George Beer, Thomas Dearing 

1398” = 2. * % 

1999 = 7 

1900 2 John Duff, " 
1901 i John Wilson. i 
1902 Alexander McKinnon. 

1903 Andrew J. Lindsay i 

1904 Thomas Dearing, | 
1905” z | 
1906” ~ | 
1907 Alexander McKinnon, A. B. Murray. 

1908 2 Z iy * | 


1909 Alexander McKinnon, Edward Marshall. | 
1910 John W. Sutton, E. T. Barbour. 

un” “Andrew MeKechnie—Deceased—Edward Marshall, | 
1912 ” —_Ephriam ‘T. Barbour. 
1913. Alexander McKinnon, Ephriam T, Barbour. 








1914 “ is ‘Wesley Jessop. 
1915 * * # 

1916 % Ebenezer Beswick. : 
1917 * # 2 i i 
1918 * 3 James. Milloy 


1919 James Milloy, Wesley Jessop. 
190” 9” RW. Tarawell. 
1921” "Joseph Benham. 
3 * b ” 

1923 Joseph Benham, David J. Sinclair. 
1924 R, W. Tarewell, David J. Sinclair. 
1925. D. J. Sinclair, George Bryan. 
126°" =~” * ic 
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1928 D. J. Sinclair, James McKinnon. 
1929 James McKinnon, Henry Wheeler. 
1930” ” cf 





1531 rs z * 
1932, Henry Wheeler, John McFee. 
ins g s 
1934” a 
1935” 
1936 John McFee, Neil E. MeKinnon, 
agar ase i “ 
iste He i " 
1939 Neil McKinnon, Henry Wheeler. 
1940 ” Edgar Huxley. 
1941” * 
1942 * ¥ 
ian " 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 Goldwin Burt, George D. § 
18490” " 

1950” » Albert Wheeler. 

















qasy> w ‘i 
1952 Albert Wheeler, Harold Griffin, 
19533 - 3 











19540 ” o> 
1955 Harold L. Griffin, George C. Wallace. 
1956 * : 

1997" e 3 
1958” i ” “ 
1959 George Wallace, R. Melwood Barden, 
1960” : i) 
61 * # * 
1962, R. M. Barden, Robert A. Rowan. 
1963” ‘ ze if 
1964” is * i 
1965” » » » 


1966 R. M. Barden, Alex Jackson 
1967 Alex Jackson, Stanley Fuller. 


In Canada Centennial year John Root will complete 16 years of continued 
service in the Ontario Legislature. 
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In 1951 John was elected to represent the riding of the Wellington 
Dufferin and on December 22, 1958 was appointed as minister without 
portfolio in the cabinet of Leslie Frost. 


When Premier John Roberts formed his Government in 1961 he invited 
Mr. Root to serve on the Ontario Water Resources Commission where he 
now serves as vice-chairman. He is a decendant of a Mennonite Minister, the 
fifth generation of Roots in Ontario and the fouth to farm in Erin Twp. After 
ight years he was elected Conservative candidate in Wellington North riding 
and broke the Grit monopoly. His campaigning perseverance was encouraged by 
the late Col. Tom Kennedy, a farm member who served as minister of 
agriculture under four premiers and was a premier himself, He has served 
fas president of the Baptist Convention of Ontario. and Quebec, being chosen 
to head the church body by delegates representing 52,000 Baptists. The Root 
were among the first in the country to switch to power farm equipment, 
Conservation methods are followed, also his father’s advice “to nourish the 
soil” with commercial fertilizers, During his maiden speech in the Legislature 
1952 he advocated setting up a pioneer village to preserve the story of 
Ontario's development, The reaction to this suggestion among historical 
societies and Women’s Institutes was immediate and enthusiastic. His speech is 
credited with sparking a revival of public interest in provincial history. 








List of farms that were in the same family name since 1867 according 
to Erin Township records, taken off 1867 assessment roll of Erin Twp. 
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INFORMATION FOR MAP 


Present Owner 


Harry P. Burt 
J.C. Barnes 
William Delaney 
Bernard Flaherty 
Donald Graham 

S. E. Griffin & Son 
Melvin Harper 

Ross Huxley 

William Beer 

Earl Jessop & Son 
John P. Kirkwood 
Archie Kerr 

‘Andrew Lang 

Keith Leiteh 

Gordon Leslie 
Donald Matheson 
Donald MeMurchy 
Douglas McKinnon 
Donald McFee 
Donald MeLean 
Archie McDougall 
Harry McKinney 
Ronald McEachern 
Elmer McKinnon 
Malcolm Leitch 
Miss Margaret. Nurse 
M. C. Nodwell Estate 
Frank Root 

Root, John & Haines 
Arthur Rowan 

Bert Wheeler 

David Watson 

John Young 
Andrew Young 
Calvin Aiken 








Russell Smith 
George Bailey & Son 
‘Alan Rowan 


Bob McGill 
Bob Gillespie 
Chester Alan 


Address 


Hillsburgh, RR 1 
Orton, RR 3 
Erin, RR 2 
Lambeth, 68 Dennis Ave, 








Erin, RR 1 
Acton, RR 2 
Hillsburgh, RR 2 
Orton, RR 3 

Terra Cotta, RR 1 
Orton, RR 1 

Glen Williams, RR I 
Acton, RR 2 
Hillsburgh, RR 1 
Acton, RR 2 

Acton, RR 3 
Hillsburgh, RR 1 
Hillsburgh, RR 2 
Hillsburgh, RR 1 
Hillsburgh, RR 2 
Acton, RR 2 
Hillsburgh, RR 2 






in, RR 1 
‘erra Cotta, RR 1 
Hillsburgh, RR 1 
Hillsburgh, RR 2 
Guelph 

Hillsbureh 

Erin, RR 2 
Orton, RR 1 
Alton, RR 1 
Orton, RR 3 
Millsburgh, RR 1 
Alton, RR 1 

Erin, RR 1 
Acton, RR 3 
Hillsburgh, R 2 
Acton, R-2 

Acton, R 3 
Rockwood, R 4 
Orton, RI 

Orton RRS 
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SCHOOLS 
. No. 1 

“The former school section No.1 was in the east corner of Erin Township. 
‘The school building was on Lot 6 Con. 10 on five sideroad at the tenth line. 
‘At one time, there’ was a small settlement on this corner which the pioneers 
called “Plugtown", ‘This settlement was composed of  schoot, blacksmith 
shop, cheese factory, dance hall, two houses and a burying ground. 

















‘The first school was a log school on the west corner of Lot 5 Con. 11 
W. and is understood to be the first school in the Township. ‘The second 
school was built on the opposite corner of five sideroad and the tenth line 
on the east corner of Lot 6 Con. 10 and is where the school has been down 
through the years. This stone school was to the west of the most recent school 
building. The third school was a brick one built in 1885, This building was 
burned in January of 1934 and with it went all the early records of this school 
section. The new brick school was built the same year, and still stands today, 
but as a lovely cottage type home. In 1947, SS. No. 1 joined the Erin 
Township School Area No. 1, and the SS. No. 1 school was closed in June 
of 1964, A central school was built at Brisbane and in September of 1964 the 
the pupils were taken to the Brisbane Public School by bus. The S.S. No. 1 
building was vacant until August of 1965 when the School Board sold it by 
auction to Mr. and Mrs, Samuel Knox who have remodelled it for a home. 





The teachers listed here below are from memory because the School 














recoras burned in 1934. 
1931 - 1936 - Miss Mae Edwards 
Peter Reid Miss Marjory Caldwell 
Daniel L. McLean Miss Dorothy Cranston 
Dougal Campbell Miss Myrtle Hisey 
Alex Fowlie Miss Bertha Nesbitt 
Joseph Wilkinson 1934 - Miss Phylis Bainbridge 
1890 - Miss Sarah McCallum Miss Grace Dampier 
Miss Jean Martin Miss Jean Young 
Mr. D. H. Pinkney Miss Betty McArthur 
Mr. Jack McFadgen Miss Kathleen Lyons 
Mr, William McLean Miss Marion McKinnon 
Miss Bella McKechnie Mrs. Mary Graham 
Miss Jessie Smith Mrs. Vida Scott 
s Margaret Thompson 1952 - 1953 - 
Jessie Rodgers Miss June Holmes 
Laura Morton Miss Yvonne Hilson 
Miss Vida Rundell Mr, Keith McLaren 
Miss Hazel Hurburt Miss Christine Fuller 
Miss Mamie Campbell Mrs, Clarence Denny 
Miss Jessie Leitch Mrs. Marion Thompson 
1920 - Miss Margaret Douglas Mr. Luke Jansen 
Miss Hazel Early Mr. Allan Morgan 
Mr. George McKay 1962 - 1964 ~ 
Miss Beatrice Peden Miss Kay Douglas 
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S. S. No. 1, 1934-1964 


‘The blacksmith shop was on the west corner and was owned by Peter 


Ferguson, who later moved to Ballinafad. 

‘There were two houses, one was where Alexander McLachlan, known 
as “Poet McLachlan” lived. On the barn where John Jackson now lives, 
there was a verse composed by “Poet McLachlan” — 


“When this barn is: well filled 
Al safe and secure, 

Be thankful to God 

And remember the poor”. 


It was carved in stone and had a sheaf of grain at each side, and was up 
over the barn door. Mr. Drenters of the Rockwood Academy bought and 
removed this piece of workmanship in 1966 to preserve this with his other 
historical things. 


‘There was also a small McLachlan burying ground on Lot 6 Con. 10. 
Years ago some of the McLachlan relatives from the United States came 
and took some of the stones away. 


‘The dance hall was on the south corner of Lot 5 Con. 10. 
On Lot 4 Con, 9 E. Mrs. James Young, the former Agnes Smith, lived 
to her 107th year. She was born on September 1, 1832, and died on April 13, 





1939, Her daughter, Barbara, in her 80th year, died at the same time, and 
10 
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‘a double funeral was held. 


‘There is a cemetery on the east corner of Lot 1, Con. 9. This was known 
as the Province Chapel Burying Ground, as stated in the only book, dated 
1887, known about this cemetery. There was a chapel in the cast corner with 
burying ground around it, The iron gate was hand made by blacksmith Dan 
Reid, On the earliest stones to be found there are — 


Sarah, a child of Patrick and Sarah McEnery, 1832. 
Erected by Arthur Lynden, in memory of wife, Jane, 
died Noy. 22, 1843, aged 36. Lived a faithful member 
of the W. M. Church. 

William Anthony, son of Charles and Mary Anthony, 
died Sept, 22, 1844, aged 27 


‘The two most recent burials were for Annie Cole who died in 1955, 
and for Katherine (Kate) McKay who died in 1962. It is interesting to 
note that William and Elizabeth (Yeman) McEnery and seven daughters and 
two infant sons are all buried in the west comer of the Province Cemetery — 
fone daughter died young, two were McLeans, two were Binnies, one a Cole 
and one a Sinclair. 





There are three Century farms in this corner of the Township. ‘The 
Century Farm signs were erected by the Junior Farmers in 1966. The Kirkwood 
farm on the tenth line, Lot 3 Con, 11 W. is a Century Farm, The Crown 
Deed was to Ludevick Wideman, March 12, 1824; Wideman to John Hargar, 
June 17, 1828; Hargar to William Kirkwood who came from Scotland in 
1831; Wm, Kirkwood Sr. to Wm. Kirkwood Jr, 1844; Wm. Kirkwood, Jr. 
to Robert Kirkwood, 1867; Robert Kirkwood to John P. Kirkwood, the 
present owner in 1909, 








‘THE BEER ©) 





ENTURY FARM 


The Beer farm on the Erin — Caledon Town Line, Lot 8 Con. 11 E. 
js also a Century Farm, The Crown Deed was to William Beer who came 
from England about 1832, He passed the farm to his son, William, who in 
turn passed it to his son, William, who is now the owner and the third 
generation of Wm. Beer on this farm, 





‘THE McLEAN ©) 





TURY FARM. 


The third Century Farm is the McLean farm on the ninth line. Lot 5 
Con. 10 W. Donald McLean came from Scotland “in 1835 and in 1838, he 
got this land from the crown. He passed the farm to his son Archibald D. 
in 1857; Archibald D. to his son John, in 1908; John, to his son, William 
A, the present owner in 1948. 

The Pioneer Independent Gaelic preacher McLean, used Donald McLean's 
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barn for Sunday services, until he secured other places to preach, 

‘The McEachern farm on Lot 6, Con. 11 E. on the Brin-Caledon town 
line. Donald McEachern came from Scotland about 1840 and bought this 
farm. Donald’s son John then his son Donald had it for a few years. About 
1907 Donald's first cousin Archibald bought it, Archibald’s son Ronald the 
present owner bought it in 1935, 





‘THE THOMPSON CENTURY FARM 


‘The Thompson farm on Lot 6, Con. 9 E, ninth line. John McLean came 
from Scotland in 1834. In 1836 he took up this land from the crown, John’s 
son Archibald and then Archibald’s son Angus McLean had it in turn. 
In 1925 a nephew Alexander Thompson bought it. This farm was sold in 
Feb. 1967 and is (now) being sub-divided. 





Our present Reeve of Erin Township, 1967, is Alex Jackson, who resides 
on Lot 3, Con. 10 £., in this section. 








. No. 
ORTON WAS LITTLE CHICAGO AT TIME OF FORMATION 


At the beginning of the little village on the townline between the third and 
fourth Concession of Erin and East Garafraxa, It was called Little Chicago. 


‘The mame Orton derives from widely known Dr. Orton of Fergus. The 
site was land which had been owned by John Gloves, who lived in a little 
harness shop run by John Watson. 


First store was built by William Mooney, 10 feet by 12 feet, Orton's 
second store was built by Mr. Cooper, and run by M'Kee Bros. one of whom 
became the husband of Miss M'Kechnie, first school teacher. The M’Kee store 
next owner was Mr. Wm. Shaw who kept a well filled store from shoe laces 
to Men's and boys working clothes, shoes, dry goods, groceries. 

‘The first train on the Credit Valley Railway was in Feb. 19, 1880 and 
went to Elora from Cataract. This train, used wood for fuel. 


‘The Post Office was built in Mooneys store, with Ben Mooney as Postmaster. 
He was succeeded by T. M. Hayward in 1930, In 1890 the town hall was built. 
In_ 1937 a separate Post Office was built as more room was required for the 
sorting of Rural mail, Three routes going from Orton. 
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MAIL CARRIERS FROM ORTON FROM 1912 — 1967 


Mr. Thomas Dearing RR1 Mr. John Locker 
Mr. George Watson Mr. Peter Watson 

Mr. G. Thompson Mr. Bert Weeks 

Mr. Orme Brown, Mr. Orme Brown 

Mr. Bert Weeks Mr. Ed. Dearing RR3 
Mr. Harvey Morrison Mr. Ken. Nevills 

Mr. Daniel Haws RR2 Mr. Les, Watson 

Mr. Wm. McDonald Mrs. Norris White 


Henty Little built several log houses at the start of Orton, A small 
grain house was built, a larger one wes provided by an Orangeville syndicate, 


A hotel building was erected under supervision of John Near and operated 
by Thomas Hodgins. 


Lorenzo Ward built a harness shop in whose name it remained untit 
about 1923 or 1924, Later it was Raven's Blacksmith Shop. The building 
is now owned by Ernie Hall. ‘There was a grain elevator, which later became a 
potato house owned by James Courtney. ‘This was located next to the railway 
tracks. There was a sawmill in the swamp behind Hurd’s house. The Royal 
Bank of Canada opened a branch in 1916 in Orton, It closed about 1932. 





The last trustees of Orton were: Ernest Hall, John Cherwatiuk and Wm. 
Nevills with Harvey Morrison as Seo-Treas, 





‘The police village of Orton was dissolved by the Ontario Municipal 


Board effective in April 1967. 





Orton Hotel about 1900 
a3 
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St. John’s Methodist Church was built about 1900, ‘The first minister 
Rev. E, Whitworth 1901-1902, the next in turn were 











Rey. 8. Shepperson, 1903-1906 Rev. A. S. Aton 1936-1943, 
Rev, J. Kaye 1907-1910 Rev. Bellsmith 1943-1947 
Rev. C. Cole 1910-1915 Rev. W. M. Duncan 1947-1948 
Rev. L. Ibbott 1915-1918 Rev. Barla Curry 1948-1955 
Rev. R. Smith 1918-1922 Rev. E. Culley 1955-1960 
Rev. A. Waite 1922-1923 Rev. F, G. Dale 1960-1962 
Rey. S. Stokes 1924 Rev. G. Williams 1962-1964 
Rev. W, S. Nicol 1925-1926 Rev. H. Howey 1964-1965 
Rev. R. G. Davison 1927-1930 J. Rhynsburger 1965-1967 
Rev. P. W. Spence 1930-1936 





In 1901 a whole ox was roasted on the occasion of the opening of the 
new church. A charge of 10 cents per person for supper. A large crowd came 
from far and near. 


In 1912 Orton had Rural mail. Telephone 1911. Hydro and electric 
Tights in 1932, 


HISTORY OF ORTON SCHOOL 


Prior to 1890 there was no school to serve the people of Orton village 
and community. School children went to either #12 and 14 of Frin or 
#4 and #8 of East Garafraxa. 


The first step toward a new school section was made about the year 
1888 when a number of ratepayers signed a petition and send it to the 
Township Councils of Erin and East Garafraxa asking each of them to 
‘appoint an arbitrator to discuss the advisability of forming a new school 
section, Erin Council appointed Robert A. Reid and East Garafraxa appointed 
James Reid as arbitrators. They in conjuction with Inspector Graig of 
Wellington, Inspector Gordon of Dufferin and Judge Draw of Guelph composed 
the Board of Arbitrators. This board met twice in the Orton Hall. The first 
time they came to no decision although the mecting was largely attended 
and heated discussions were kept in hand by the excellent chairman Judge 
Draw, The next meeting resulted in the decision to form a school section 
composed of parts of Sections #12 and#14 of Erin and #4 and #8 of 
East Garafraxa, It was to be known as Union School Section No. 2 Erin. 











‘On December 31, 1890 the first Board of Trustees was elected at a 
meeting of the ratepayers, ‘These were John Near, Warren Jestin, and 
‘Thomas Ballentine. 


On January 14, 1891 a meeting of the ratepayers was called for their 
approval of the Trustees’ choice of a school site. The selection was on the 
East Half of Lot 32 Conc. 4 of Erin at a point along the townline midway 
between Conc. 4 and the North West corner of the said Jot. 
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Building began in the spring of 1891 on the site selected. Classes were 
begun in a fine red brick building the following January with Miss Isabel 





McKechnie as teacher. 


Messers. J. D. Mooney, Wm. Ballentine and N. A. Dearing were three 
of the first pupils. 


During the summer vacation of 1937 the school was equipped for 
electricity and the Hydro began to supply power soon after school re-opened 
in September. A new fence was built around the grounds at the same time. 


On September 1, Labour Day, 1941, a celebration was held to mark the 
0th. anniversary of the opening of Orton Public School. Sports in the afternoon 
in the park and a short programme of speeches, community singing, and 
recitations were followed by a picnic lunch, Many former teachers and pupils 
were back to the school for the occasion and a pleasant afternoon of visiting 
and renewing of friendships was spent by all. 








For a number of years ist and 2nd Form of High School were also 
taught. 


In June 1964 Orton Public School closed its doors to educational 
instruction, The pupils in Erin Township were then bused to the new central 
School in Hillsburgh and the pupils in East Garafraxa and later on November 
19, 1965 to the new consolidated school in Marsville 








On August 9th, 1965 the Orton Public School building and grounds were 
sold by public auction to the highest bidder, John McEachern. 


Teachers through the years were: 





Miss McKechnie 1892-1893 Miss Ella MeMillan 1924-1925 
Miss Fanny Reed 1893-1894 Miss Rhea Green 1925-1930 
T. Brown 1894-1897 Miss Alma Gordon 1930-1931 
J. A. Beatty 1897-1901 Miss Grace Piercy 1931-1934 
Miss Gladys Graham 1901-1903. Miss Mary ‘Terry 1934-1925 
Mrs. Lightbody, Mr. Donald Kennedy 1935-1936 
Miss Thompson Mr. Herman Dearing 1936-1941 
Miss Ella Hanna 1903-1906 Mr. Arnold Wilson 1941-1946 
‘Miss Margaret Grills 1906-1909 Mr. Gordon Nodwell 1946-1947 
Mr. Wingrove 1909 Miss Gladys Harper 1947-1949 
Mr, Clarence Henderson 1909-1911 Mrs. Mrytle White 1949-1950 
Miss Muriel Dingle 1911-1913 Mrs. Dorothy Smith 1950-1951 
Miss Rachel Barker 1913-1918 Mrs. Audrey McBachern 1951-1954 
Miss Sarah Skeock 1918-1920 Miss June MacKay 1954-1957 
Miss Alice Scott 1920-1922 Mrs Marion Elgie 1957-1963 
W. L. Simpson 1922-1923 Miss Helen Lang 1963-1964 
A. H. Hillis 1923-1924 
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S.S. No. 3 
BINKHAM SCHOOL SECTION 

The survey of the Township of Frin started in 1819, Charles Kennedy of 
Esquesing and Donald Black of Eramosa, being retained for that purpose 

Starting at the northest side, continuing to 17 sideroad on the check line, 
they kept on to Eramosa, there a gore at the side, 

In 1820 Donald Black and John Burt continued the survey of the upper 
part from 17 sideroad, but instead of having their “place of beginning” at 
the Caledon side, they took the Eramosa side — ‘This will account for the 
jog in the lines at 17 check line, and in finishing, the gore is on the northeast 
side, whereas, if they had started at the Caledon side, the lines would be 
without a jog and the gere all on one side. 

When the surveyors finished their arduous work, they were offered land 
in the newly surveyed township for their pay, but not being favourably 
impressed with the wilderness, refused to have anything to do with Erin, 

Mr. Kennedy was offered 1,000 acres beginning at lot 14 on each side 
of the 9th line to lot 17 inclusive — but in refusing he reported the land of 
little value. 











AL this time Donald McMillan of Argyleshire Scotland hearing glowing 
accounts of Canada determined to try his fortune there. He originally intended 
to go to Niagara Peninsula area, but arriving there suffered many hardships and 
found things not to be as he had been told. One day he met an old soldier 
and after relating his troubles to him, was told by the soldier that he held 
the right to one hundred acres some place in the new townships now surveyed 
which he would sell for $25.00. After some dickering Mr. McMillan obtained 
the land for $20.00. 





Mr. McMillan made the trip to Toronto on foot where he secured the 
ticket for his lot — the lot named was lot 19, 9th concession, Township of 











No. 3, Binkham 
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Erin. 


‘Mr. McMillan travelled to Erin and liked what he saw and the Indians 
seemed friendly — he secured a yoke of oxen and made himself a rude 
cart on which he loaded his household articles, his wife and young members 
of the famly rode while the three older boys ranging is age from six to ten drove 
the few cattle he possessed. The journey took two weeks. They managed to 
build a Shanty and were comfortable and thus started life in the area that was 
later to become known as ‘Binkham School Section’. 


Mr. Kennedy's refusal of the land in payment for surveying made it 
easier for Mr, MeMillan to obtain all the land he wanted at his own price — 
he obtained all the land Mr. Kennedy refused and as his wife was the first 
white women in that section the Crown made her a gift of Lot 18, Con. 9. 
Mr. Henry Trout, drew lot 23, 9th concession but not being impressed sold it 
to Mr, Samuel McKee. 


Mr. Dugal McGill came in 1824 and homestead on Lot 26, 9th line 
‘and having a large family he got them settled in different parts of the Township. 
His son, Peter known as “Squire McGill” settled on lot 24, 9th line. He took 
fan active part in the community and being the only “Magistrate” in the area 
‘was often called on to settle disputes among neighbours. 


‘As time went on more settlers came and each one was received with 
joy, as they saw in every neighbour some one to assist in time of need, 
Everything was home made — Everyone worked — there were no idle Rich. 
If one were unfortunate enough to get a deep cut with an axe, the neighbour 
with the best nerve was called upon to sew the wound with a common needle 
without anesthetic, the patient being held by two or three strong men during 
the operation. 





The Graham family had by this time settled on the section known as 
lot 21, Con, 11 west, Erin Township. John Graham came from Scotland in 
1829 — He was a colonel in the Wellington Militia at the time of the 
‘McKenzie Rebellion”. He led a party of men tracking down a party of 
rorries, who had stolen guns from nineteen homes while they were attending 
a funeral. They captured the men up in Garafraxa Township and brought them 
back to “Squire Trouts”, lot 23, 9th line where they were bound over to keep 
the peace and return the guns. 








‘A death occurred in the Graham family in 1834 and they realized the 
need for a cemetery. The Grahams established the first cemetery in the area 
fon the front corner of their farm, lot 20—10th line. A second cemetery was 
established on the 9th line where graves bear the headstones with early 
settlers names of McMillan, Lang, McGill and many other familiar still family 
names, 





‘The early settlers became desirous of giving their children as good an 
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education as they could possibly afford and proceeded to erect a school in 
their area, 








‘The first school to become known as “S.S. No, 3 Binkham School” was 
built shortly after the “MacKenzie Rebellion in 1837". It was a small log 
leroad, Tt was used only 





structure, built on the corner of the 10th line and 22 
four years. The benches were made of slabs with round side under. For desks, 
holes were bored in log: 
these. The teacher for this school was Mr. Dickson who received a salary of 
one hundred dollars a year and lived in the back of the school. 





stout pins were driven in and the logs nailed on 


On the west corner of 22 sideroad and the tenth line there was a shoe 
shop and post office. Mail was delivered twice a week from Erin. The post 
office closed about 1910 with Archie Leitch being the last postmaster. 





In 1848 the people of the community decided to build a new school — 
they erected it half way between the ninth and tenth lines on 22 sideroad 
as this was decided as a more central location. It kept the name of “Binkham”, 
‘There were about eighty pupils on the roll. The older members as well as 
younger attended in the winter time. In 1857 John Douglas was teacher, 
Trustees at the time were John and James Davis. From 1855 to 1862 each 
pupil was required to pay twenty cents per month to maintain the school. In 
1871. the free system was adopted on a motion by Peter McGill and 
seconded by Johnston Speirs. During the years 1863 to 1866 Thomas Young 
was teacher with one month vacation in August. Duncan McMillan taught 
in 1867-68. During these years the school year began in January instead of 
the fall. 





Names in the old record books are still familiar ones in the community — 
Young, McGill, Davis, McMillan, Graham, Speirs, Lang, Wheeler, Sinclar, 
Walker, Leitch and Flaherty. 

In July 1895 a Sunday School opened in the school and continued until 
1911, Geo. Fletcher was Bible school teacher and W. J. Young was the Sunday 
school superintendant. 


In 1869 the now standing stone school was erected on the same site. 
‘The first teacher in the new stone school was Miss Belle Standish. The school 
was heated by @ box stove placed in the centre of the room. As time pass 
blackboards were added, the old type desks were replaced and the teacher's 
desk became modern. A partition was put up to make it easier to heat because 
with the building of other schools in the vicinty, the number of pupils decreased. 











In 1947 the “School Area” was formed with Mr. Harvey Dearing as 
Chairman and Mr. K. Leitch, Mr. E, Nodwell and Mr. W. Barbour as trustees. 
‘The Secretary was W. F. Barbour. In 1948 the Wellington Health Unit was 
formed and began serving the community. Music has been taught in Binkham 
in recent years by Mrs. Makie of Alton. 


Teachers who have taught in the stone Binkham Schoot and will be 
remembered by many in the community are:— 
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Miss Standish Mr. Morse 
Miss Cattanach Mr. Black 

‘Mr. Crewson Miss Emma Falconer 
Mr. R. J. McCarten Miss McKinnon 

Mr. Kerr Miss Munn 

Miss Henderson Miss Reid 

Miss MeWilliams Miss McGill 

Miss Annie Spiers Miss Graham 

Miss M. J. Thompson ‘Miss Devereaux 

Mr. Thompson Miss Myrtle McCouley 
Miss. Gillespie Miss Audrey Bracken 
Miss Stewart Miss Hilda Banks 
Miss Leitch Miss Mrytle McQuarrie 
Miss. Barbour Miss Mary Potter 

Miss McDonald Miss Nancy McMillan 
Miss Lang Miss Edwards 

Miss Murry Mr. Donald 


Miss Lois Lang 


To them we dedicate a thought of fond memo! 
this community, — a lasting part — to which we pay a sincere tribute — 





jes. They had a part in 


Those of the “Binkham School” community will always have fond 
memories of the times we went sleigh riding on “Fifty Hill”. The happy exciting 
weeks of preparing for Christmas concerts, culminating in the final grand 
performance before a packed school house. No other pupils had such made 
to order places to make play-houses as we had in the trees just over the 
school fence. 


But the old order changed, yeilding place to new — and the stone schoo! 
at “Binkham” which served the community well has seen the end of an ci 
as did the first “Binkham” hewed from logs long ago by early settlers 





The school closed it doors to pupils and a reunion was held June 22, 
1961. Ex pupils came many miles to renew old friendships and greet their 
teachers. 


‘An in this our Centennial year of 1967 — we salute the modern ways 
of the century in our community but will always hold a deep sense of 
gratitude to the early settlers who worked hard and suffered much to establish 
this great “Township of Erin’. 


We have in our “Binkham Community” four Century farms of which 
we are justly proud. 
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‘The Flaherty farm — now owned by Bernard Flaherty. Lot 21, Con. 11 E. 


GRAHAM CENTURY FARM. 





John Graham, with three brothers and three sisters, came to Canada from 
Clachan, Kintyre, Argyleshire, Scotland, in 1829, in a sailing vessel. When 
well across the Atlantic, a gale arose and blew them back to the Cove of 
Cork, in Ireland, where the vessel remained a couple of weeks for repairs. It 
was September when they arrived at Quebec. 

Leaving the rest of the family with a cousin near Montreal, John Graham 
came on to Toronto (Muddy York), where he secured from the Crown the 
privilene of locating on the tenth line of Erin Township. Lot 21, Con, 11 
West. He built a house, bought a cow, and then sent word to the rest of his 
family where he was located, and on Hallowe'en, 1829, they all arrived to 
share his humble tog cabin. In 1844, a small barn was built. 





On March 14, 1844, John Graham married Mary McGeachy. They had 
several children, one of whom, was a son, Duncan, born in 1848, A. larger 
Jog cabin was built to accomodate theit growing family. The years passed — 
some good and some bad. A daughter Katie died with scarlet fever, and in 
1855, Mary died at the young age of twenty-cight. John lived to be ninety-four 
years old, 


On December 29, 1875, Duncan Graham married Sarah Ann McAlister 
In due time, their family consisted of five daughters and a son — Morgan 
Edward. In 1889 a (en room stone house was built and later, an addition to 
the barn was made. 


Morgan Graham married Elsie Smith on October 17, 1917. They have 
a family of five daughters and four sons. The present owner of this century 
farm is Donald, their third son, and this makes four generations of Grahams 
who have lived on this farm in one hundred and thirty-eight years, Donald 
and his wife, the former Marion Grundy, have two sons and a daughter, one 
of whom may some day, in the future, take possession of the property, 


THE YOUNG CENTURY FARM 


‘The Young family came from Scotland in 1851. They settled in the north- 
east part of the township. 


William Young secured the land from the crown, On December 30th 1875 
James Young purchased Lot 26, Con. 11 from him. James Young was 
married in Scotland to the former Lillias Carrick before they sailed for 
Canada. They had a family of five children, James Young Jr. purchased 
the farm from his father on July 5, 1901. James Jr's wife was the former 
Annie Barclay. To this union was born seven children. John Young the present 
owner purchased the farm from his father on September 10, 1929. His 
wife is the farmer Emaline:Manley. They have two children, The original 
log house was replaced by a brick home in 1927. 
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S.S. No. 4 


Nathaniel Roszel, a native of Pennsylvania, was the first white settler 
in Erin Township. He took up the land at Lot one, Con. 7 in November,1820. 
On November 11, 1821, his son Benjamin, the first white child was born, 
It was here the hamlet of Ballinafad sprang up, and here, Erin Township 
began. Mr. Roszel gave land off his farm for a church, cemetery, school, 
temperance hall and parsonage. All of these were on the seventh line comer 
and across what is now the town line, 

















‘The school was built in 1825 or 1826. Church services were held there 
until 1842 when the Methodist Church opened. Up until 1869, all the 
neighbouring families used the school and church, both those who lived above 
the town line and those below. Then in 1869 a school was built on Lot five 
and the corner of the seventh line. Land was bought from Henry Webster for 
which fifty doflars was paid by Wm. Ball and Matthius Vannater, trustees. 
Here on this small lot was erected the first school. It is said that a farmer 
nearby kept peacocks and as they were wont to cross the road here, it was 
named Peacock Corners, Later about 1872, more land was bought from the 
Websters to make the school lot nine rods by nine rods. It was such a 
meagre little school yard with plenty of land thereabouts. However, in 
1905 our worthy ancestors decided to go “all out for education.” They brought 
more land and in 1906, the present Peacock School was buill at a cost of 
$1,724.00 to carpenter J, B, MacKenzie 











Miss Bella Young was the teacher of the first log school which was 
closed in 1869, Miss Kate Reid and Miss Steele were known to have taught 
before 1909. 





Log School S. S. No. 4 
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James Shortill Miss Grace Dampier 
Thomas Taylor Miss Phyllis Capp. 
Wesley Hilts ErrartDonell 
1909 - 1910 - Russell Taylor 
Miss Helen Marshall 1942 - Miss Freda Cook 
Miss Kirkwood Miss Betty Hutcheson 
Miss Mitchell Mrs. Reta Shortill 
Miss Lang Mrs, Nelson Rathbun 
‘Miss Marguerite Smith Miss Jill. Miller 
Miss Alice Williamson Miss Sharon Webb 
1927 - Miss Martha Smith 1957 - 1964 inclusive - 
Miss Priscilla Cook Mrs. Ernie Sommerville 


We have records of all deeds — the latest one executed by Wm. Conboy, 
Erin and witnessed by Eliza Holmes. Recently the school was closed and 
bought by Dr. and Mrs, Clifford Reid, who owned the farm from which the 
school grounds were taken, The week of April 38, 1967, they moved into the 
fine home they have made of Peacock School. 





Now we must leave the school and go back down the seventh line to 
tell more about the hamlet of Ballinafad which is an integral part of Peacock 
School Section, First the name Ballinafad which certainly is Irish and was 
named so, it is said, by a native of the Emerald Isle, Thomas Merry, after 
a Ballinafad, which really is in Ireland, 


‘The first store was operated by the Stevens Brothers — across from the 
school, on the corner of Lot one, Con, 8 W., seventh line. This was about 
the time the school was built and we are unable to find out much about the 
building, but around 1880 a large two-storey building was in operation with 
‘a Post Office at the back and living quarters upstairs. Mr. and Mrs. John 
McKee were the proprictors. In 1905, the store bumed. Then the present 
substantial stone building was erected by the Swindlehurst Brothers, who 
were stone masons, The farmers hauled the stone with horses and wagons, 
from nearby farms “for free.” 





In those days farmers brought their butter, eggs and other produce and 
traded them for groceries that were bought and weighed out by bulk. There 
was no fancy packaging. The butter was taken to the basement, put into 
tubs, worked with a clean shovel and printed up in pounds prints with a 
ring’ of little boys watching the proceedings, Produce was loaded onto a 
market wagon behind a spanking team and was taken to Guelph. The same 
rig went each day to Georgetown to pick up mail and bread and what other 
groceries were needed to replentish the shelves. Trade was brisk and horses 
and buggies were the mode of travel. 


The store was a favourite meeting place as all country stores were in 
those early days. 
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AT BALLINAFAD STORE 


A circle gathered every night, 
Say twenty odd or more 

Around the big invitin’ stove 

In Betts’ general store. 

Nail kegs and cracker barrels take 

‘The place uv fine settees 

An’ here the circle spends it time 

In most Iuxurus ease. 

Here's where the farmin’s carried on 
Here's where the hay was raised, 

Here's where the cords uv wood are cut 
Here's where the monstrous claims are dug, 
Instead uy ‘long the shore 

Great deeds are done around the stove 
In Betts’ general store. 

The women folks around the town 

‘tow if these great affairs 

‘Would only happen close to home 
‘They'd all be millionaries, 

But while they're luggin’ up the coal 
Or wood from out uv door, 

Their men are talkin’ still 

In Betts’ general store, 

‘The nights they come, the nights they go. 
Spring, summer, winter, fall 

‘And still they meet there regular 

‘The settlers one and all 

Yd tell you more uv what they do 
And rake them fellers o'er 

But T must go and take my seat 

In Betts’ general store. 














— By Frank Betts 


Many proprietors could be named but the Betts people seemed out 
standing as the above poem testifies. Later storekeepers were — Famnells, 
Kirkwoods, Merriams, Robinsons and the present owners Ed. Smiths, 


The lot where the store is located was taken from the Nathaniel Brown 
farm — now owned by the Shortills, At the time the store was built, about 
five lots were subdivided and sold to various people and so this comer built up. 





Several hotels were here at the comer and, needless to say, they did 
brisk business; travellers passing through stayed the night and had meals; 
neighbouring farmers got their liquid refreshments at the bars while the women 
folk shopped at the store. One large hotel, the last to operate we believe, 
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burned down one windy night, Later, in the same spot, James Kirkwood built 
‘a chopping mill which until recently, was operated by John Black. Now Mr. 
Black has sold the mill to the Ford Brothers, Keith and Harold, who took 
possession May 1, 1967. 





Blacksmith shops were busy. One was operated by Dan Reid and another 
by Peter Ferguson, a native of Scotland, who passed it on to his sons, Duncan 
and Peter, who are now both deceased, 


‘A community hall was the scene of literary meetings and old time dances. 
Winter time, with its sleigh load parties and horse and cutter occupants, 
brought happy young folks — and older folk, too — to Ballinafad Hall for 
merry times. Today, a fine new Community Centre has been built and good 
times still are furnished for our people, 








‘The Women's Institute has played an important role in community 
efforts, and still is carrying on a very important work with Mrs, Frank 
‘Smith as President and Mrs. Wm. McLean as Secretary-Treasurer 





Church groups such as the U.C.W. organization have been always important 
in our village. Our church suppers have become quite famous with bus loads 
‘coming from larger centres for our wholesome home cooked banquets. Scout 
and Cub Groups are strongly represented. 





Ballinafad people have tried to keep up modern times, but have 
tried not to forget early days either. Collections of antiques are carefully 
preserved and old traditions are kept alive. The late Harry Shortill always 
kept a yoke of oxen and until recently, his son, Richard, had a fine pair 
which he trained as a hobby. 





Oxen Used By ‘Barly Pioneers 
a 
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MeLPAN CENTURY FARM 


‘There is one Centennial Farm in Peacock School Section owned by 
Donald McLean on the sixth line. Donald McLean came with his family from 
Scotland in 1834 and settled on Lot Six, Con, 9 E. He bought Lot Four, 
Con. 6 E. on March 13, 1846 from Daniel Wilcox. Around 1878, his son 
Donald, who lived to be 92 years old, took it over. In 1943, the present owner 
Donald MeLean took possession. 





July 8, 1958 the Bell Telephone Co. erected a Micro Wave Relay Tower 
‘on lot 8 Cone. 7 E, on Don Brown's farm. (This system extends across Canada). 


Our oldest resident, Miss Bea Hilts, has written her memoirs which 
have appeared in local papers, and from which, much of the foregoing 
information was found, 


S. S.No. 5 


‘The significane of the name Coningsby has, so far as we known, not been 
established. It is believed that, when the post office was opened, J. W. Burt, 
who was postmaster, after consulting with others in the vincinity, chose the 
name from a list sent from the Post Office Department at Ottawa, We do 
know there is a village or town in Lincolnshire, Eng., named Coningsby. We 
also know that Sir Philip Sidney had as a traveling companion in 1563, a 
Thomas Coningsby; also that another Thomas Coningsby was Lord Justice 
of Ireland early in the eighteenth century. 





Coningsby is the only hamlet within the confines of this section. It 
now listed in “Historical Highlights of Well. Co.” as one of the “Ghost Towns. 
‘There was a blacksmith shop where for many years David Lightheart wrought 
successfully. He and his sister lived in a small home at the very corner of 
seventeen sideroad and the fifth line, Other blacksmiths who worked in this 
shop were John Hill and George Ramesbottom. A carpenter in the village was 
Henry Bang. 








Tn this hamlet also was situated a store and post office which was 
established Dec. 1, 1865. It was on the farm south of the church, lot 16, 
cone. 6, at first. This farm was owned by the postmaster J. W. Burt. The mail 
was brought from Guelph by stage coach to Brisbane and from there to 
Coningsby 2 or 3 times a week. Later it was located in a frame building 
adjoining the stone house now occupied by Morgan Graham. ‘This buildin; 
had a verandah across the front and was used as a store as well. The post 
masters were J. W. Burt, Mrs. Martinoni, Aquila Peavoy, and Walter McKinnon, 
The store gradually faded out of the picture and the post office was closed 
when rural mail was established in 1912. 











‘The first rural route was #1 Hillsburgh and the mail carriers have been 
James Somerville, Alex. McDonald, Herb Beatty, and Mrs. Irene Awrey. A 
few years later R. #2 was formed and the carriers have been Geo. Cheyne, 
Bob Ashley and Tom Hope. 
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‘The first school sessions that were held in the vicinity of the present 
location of #5 were about 1835, in a small log building formerly a private 
house on the farm of John Smith lot 19 west half of con, 6, now owned by 
Don. Matheson. Mr. Smith, anxious to see the children of the community 
receive an education, gave the use of an upstairs room. A teacher, Miss O'Rielly 
was procured and classes were held there until a school was erected. Today, 
fa pear tree is all that is left to mark the location of the first educational 
Institution in Coningsby. In 1853, Donald Munn was engaged to teach at 
fifty pounds a year. The trustees decided that the schoo! should be free. 














‘The deed for SS. #5, is dated Nov. 29, 1861, and shows a purchase of 
one half acre of land for the sum of $50. 


The first building was of log construction built in 1845. The location 
was just to the right of what is now the lower gate of the cemetery. It is 
believed it was later moved across the road to the churchyard where it was 
used from about 1858-62. 


The stone building which replaced the log structure was opened in 1862 
and was build on part of lot 18, con. 6 on the 17 sideroad. Some of the stone 
uused came from the stone quarry of lot 15. More land was acquired at 3 
different times, the second purchase included the blacksmith shop sit. 





At first there were 2 small entries built over each front door. Later 
these were discarded and across the front a Jobby was built in 1889. The bell, 
put in, in 1897, has the distinction of being the largest bell in Erin Twp. Hydro 
‘was installed in 1944. 

‘The first pump was located at the rear of the school. Later it was moved 
to a different location and finally to the left of the building front, The first 
blackboards used were made of plaster painted black. These were later replaced 
by black paper pasted on the walls. As these proved impractical and unsatis- 
factory the first blackboards were put in, in 1897. 








At the time the school was opened the desks were double and made 
without nails, wooden pegs being used in their construction. To change 
position the desks were sled along the floor. When it became necessary to 
make a change, folding desks and seats were installed which were replaced 
by single ones. 





It is worthy of note that J. W. Burt Sr. was secretary of the school for 
thirty-five years and James Burt for forty years. 


A Literary Society was established in Mr. McCrea’s time and they also 
started the first library. They met once a month and held debates. School 
exhibits were made at Erin Fair, School Fairs were participated in also. Many 
and varied were the Christmas Concerts through the years. 





‘The pupils enjoyed a wide variety of games. In summer, ball was a 
favourite, also hide and go seek. In winter, the old game of shinny. Few have 
forgotten the thrill of sleigh riding down the hills, the steepest side away from 
the school, and the pride experienced if they were fortunate enough to 20 
over the bridge, irregardless of the incovenience the fathers experienced when 
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the road became so slippery the teams, with their loads of chop could 
scarcely climb it. The pupils often found themselves and their sleighs at the 
6th line corner when the 1 o'clock bell would ring. It was almost a mile back 
to the school house and the big hill had to be climbed. 


Coningsby is a community that has always been interested in music. 
They have had fine music teachers in their midst, Miss Annie Burrows was 
successful in the field and in later years, Mrs. Morgan Graham and Mrs. 
Donald Matheson had done excellent work. 





In the fall of 1945, the Ballinfad United Church was having a special 
service and asked for musical talent from the Hillsburgh area. To this invitation 
four (then young) men responded. They were Harry Burt (tenor), Howard 
Graham (lead), Lloyd Burt (baritone), and Donald Graham (bass). This was 
the beginning of a male quartette that was called (and sometimes is still 
referred to as) the Hillsburzh Male Quartette, Two years later they adopted 
the name “The Friendly Four”. At this time, Bill Currie replaced Lloyd Burt 
as the baritone singer. 








For ten years their voices blended together in song at church services, 
garden parties, fowl suppers and a variety of other types of enterta 
During this time, they averaged one engagement per week, singing mainly 
gospel songs. These engagements took them to many communities in south 
central Ontario. 

College education, wedding bells and lullabies limited their singing for 
the next ten years. However, it has been said that life begins at forty. Thus, 
during the last two years there has been a sudden spurt of activity among the 
quartettc, The baritone part is now being sung by the youngest member of the 
Graham family — Ken, 











The pupils of the school took part in Music Festivals — those conducted 
in connection with the school, 2s well as with the Kiwanis Festival in Gueiph. 

In July, 1962, a centennial celebration marked the closing of the schoo! 
and was a day or re-union for many former pupils and residents. The school was 
sold by public auction to Mrs. Larry McKenzie. Pupils from the section are 
now transported by bus to a new four room school at Brisbane, to join with 
studenis from the old Brisbane school as well as from Cedarvale. 

Some ex-pupils attained notable success. Wm. John McLean was a 
teacher and school inspector. Being interested in sports, he achieved national 
and international recognition as a judge of boxing. He taught and trained 
youths in this art and in 1936, was the only Canadian boxing judge at the 
Olympic Games in Berlin. D. B. Themson, K.C., lived in Toronto and Levi, 
his brother, also a lawyer lived in Saskatchwan. He represented his riding 
in the House of Commons for a number of years. 

Some former pupils were active in municipal politics. J, W. Sutton, 
James and Neil McKinnon, Don Matheson and Lloyd Lang. Goldwin Burt 
served as Twp. reeve and also a term as Wellington Co. Warden 

It is of interest to note that the school teacher's terms were from Jun. 
to Dec. instead of the present Sept. to June. 
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Donald Munn 1852 Alex D. MeMillan 1895-1898 
Miss Margaret McNaughton ‘1854 Howard W. McGill 1899-1900 
Alonzo. Smith 1855 Miss Helen Yemen 1900 
Comelius Kerr 1856 Miss Sara E. Thomson 1901-1909 
Alexandar McKenzie 1857 Miss Gertrude Stecle 1910-1913 
William Young 1858-1860 1913 
Miss Ellen McKinnon 1861 1914-1920 
William Ferren 1862 Miss Sadie Atcheson 1918-1950 
Robert Duff 1863-1864 Miss Arthur 1920 
Peter McLune 1865 Miss Olive Awrey 1921-1922 
No Reord for 1865-1869 Miss Olive Clow 1922-1926 
Peter MeLean 1869 Miss Stella Hattle 1926-1928 
‘Tether McLean 1870-1871 Miss Jessie Lindsay 1928 
Robert Tovell 1872 Miss Pearl Elliot 1929-1930 
Miss Jane Young 1873 Miss Jean Abbott 1930-1932 
Archibald McKinnon 1874 Miss Daisy Overland 1932-1934 
No Record for 1874-1882 Miss Elva McKinnon — 1934-1936 
Richard Wellwood 1882 Harvey Hassard 1936-1938 
Will McCrae 1883 Geo. Thomas 1938-1939 
Mary Reed 1884 Miss Lydia Snow 1939-1942 
Names of Teachers not Miss Frances Whale 1824-1945 
recorded 1884-1889 Miss Margaret MacRea 1945-1957 
A. Scippen 1887 Mrs Albert Royce 1957-1958 
Miss Sarah Sutton 1888 Mrs, Joan Hall 1958-1959 
George E. Day 1888-1891 Miss Barbara Yorke 1961-1962 
John McPherson 1891 Alan Morgan 1960-1961 
J, B. Jackson 1892 Miss Barbara Yorke 1961-1962 
J. W. Day 1893-1895 


‘The Coningsby Cemetery was originally a half acre of land set aside by 
David Smith, and a boulder there marks a grave, possibly the first and 
believed to be his wife. Another stone shows the death of a child in 1830. 
‘The need was felt early in the history of this community as life in the new 
country was difficult and women and children were the first to fall, unable 
to endure the hardships of the battle with the forest 


Four generations of the Burt family have served on the board and the 
family has been continuously represented on it since it was first appointed 
in 1846. In 1886 burial lots were $5 cach and family lots containing 4 lots 
were $16. Each trustee was allowed one half of a family plot for their time 
and trouble and expense. In 1908 the price for digging and finishing an adult 
grave was $3, and for a child’s grave $2. By 1924 single lots became $13 
and $25 for double lots. In 1925 the Women’s Institute were granted permission 
to plant and care for flowers and shrubs in a border to beautify the entrance 
‘A Centennial of the Union Cemetery was held in July 1933 


‘On March 19, 1925, at a meeting in the Erin Town Hall, J. W. Burt was 
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appointed Convenor of an Association known as The Ontario Rural Cemetery 
‘Trust which was the beginning of the perpetual care programme for burying 
grounds 


In 1953 Provincial Legislature appointed a select committee of eleven 
members, on which was the Hon. John Root, to travel the country and 
investigate the bad state which the cemeteries were in, the abandoned ones, 
those run solely for gain, and the methods used to obtain new lands. From 
this stemmed a 3 man advisory board to the Minister of Health — Hon. Dr. 
McKinnon Philips, and his successor Mr. Diamond. The three men on this 
board were chosen, one to represent the Catholic cemeteries, one for the 
Larger cemeteries and the third to represent the rural burying grounds. Hon. 
John Root was requested to select the later member and he chose one of 
our own trustees — Mr. Geo. C. Burt. Their job was to help the Minister of 
Health to revise the Cemeteries Act. 











‘Across the road from the cemetery is the Coningsby Morturary and 
Funeral Chapel. A deed was given April 7, 1873 by John Wilson Burt Jr 
to seven trustees for the price of “$50 lawful money of Canada and the said 
Union Church shall be open and free to all Protestant denominations and 
‘open on all funeral occasions”. Some of the building costs in 1875 were — 
stove $5, lamps $1.50, 10 Ibs. nails 40c., 10 bus. lime $1.50, 10. Ibs. 
shingle nails S0c., 3 bundles first class shingles $2.85, carpet $8.624. In 
1893 the frame structure was bricked 11,000 #4 brick cost $6.75 a thousand, 
freight from Milton to C.P.R., Erin, $27.50, Teams were procured and all 
the brick laid on the church grounds in one day 











It could be used by any Protestant denomination and was to be used for 
funerals_in connection with the cemetery. The Methodists held regular 
services for about one year. For many years an eleven A. M. Sunday School 
was held from May to Oct, James Burt, Jacob Burt and Ed, Bingham acted 
as efficient superintendents, but diminishing congregations caused it to close 
about 1940. In 1959 the church building was transferred to the Cemetery 
Board, a basement was dug out, cement foundation put under, the floor 
raised four feet and replaced with a cement slabfloor. It was re-roofed with 
alluminum at a cost of $459.75 and hydro was installed. The bible picture which 
is on the wall was painted over the paper when the church was redecorated 
in 1893, During the 1959 renovations, the old paper was cut around the 
picture and Mrs. Chester Burt re-touched the painting and added the leaves. 
‘The pulpit bible, which had been a gilt of the Jos. Thomson family and used 
in the church, was returned to the family, however it was their wish that it 
remain in the mortuary. 








On the 17 sideroad near the 6th line corner, still stands a stone building 
which from approximately 1860-1911 was the Church of Christ (Disciples). 
Stone for this church was brought from the farm of Melvin Harper and the 
water used for the mortar was brought down the hill from a spring on the 
farm now occupied by Wilfred Burt, through wooden troughs. 


‘The beginning of the congregation of Disciples was when, in 1836, James 
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Black of Eramosa held services in the old log school house that was situated on 
the N.W. comer of Jot 17 in the seventh concession. 

The significance of the name Coningsby has, so far as we know, not been 
erected, near the stone building, now disused, t was realized that this building 
was too small, even though a mission church had been established at Mimosa, 
Hillsburgh and Erin offered free sites but the congregation decided to build 
a stone church right in the centre of the twp. thus it became known as “Brin 
Centre”, It was opened Oct. 28, 1860, the membership is credited to be 250. 
In 1864, at a “June meeting” an estimated 4000 persons are said to have 
“broken the loaf”. About 1880 James Lediard came from Toronto as minister. 
He became the first paid preacher at a salary of $400. The building was in 
need of repair in 1886 so new gothic windows were installed, the old 
collection boxes were replaced by cloth covered plates. 














Transportation patterns changed and @ Hillsburgh church was begun in 
1906, with 63 charter members, however 60 members stayed behind with the 
old church, Erin Centre may be said to have developed a church personality 
of it's own, a composite of it's many Scotch brethren, with tuning fork 
leadership of song given by James McArthur and Will McMillan. The Lord's 
day meeting was a place of teaching, not preaching, often a place too where 
all_must learn. In some cases formal addresses were distegarded in the 
interest of the hearer's understanding; elders rose to question the preacher 
fon the meaning of his language. Erin Centre contributed to the Christian 
ministry and foreign mission field. D. D. Burt graduated (0 the ministry. The 
India missions received the valuble labours of Ethel Smith, (Mrs. Wilmer Monroe) 
who was assigned to Maboba in 1904. Dr. Martha Smith, her sister, followed 





A custom saw mill was operated by James Burt & family on lot 16, conces- 
sion 6, 6th line, Water was the motive power used, and during the peak period 
of May-June it ran (wo shifts a day. When the present landowner, John Reid, 
took possession in 1950, there was little evidence of the structure other than 
a pile of large square beams, pieces of iron and many square nails have been 
found. It ceased operations in 1910. 








In winter months it was the custom of many farmers in the community 
to harvest ice from the mill pond. About 250-300 16” sq. blocks of ice would 
be cut and stored in an ice house, packed in sawdust for summer use, In the 
spring of the year many farmers drove their flocks of sheep to the mill pond 
to be washed before they were clipped. During the summer it was a favourite 
swimming place for boys and young men, from several miles around and 
particularly on Sunday. 


‘The Ashenhurst Bros. of lot 15, Sth line, operated a stone quarry for many 
years, they later sold it and the farm to J. B. Ritchie Cut Stone, Toronto 
about 1933. Air hammers were used to drill holes in which to insert a blasting 
powder. The rough blocks were hauled to Toronto where they could be 
sawed and polished for use in floors and walk ways, One chunk of stone 
was weighed in at twenty tons. As many as 12 men were enployed and some 
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of these boarded in local homes. Operations were suspended at the time of 
the Second World War (1939) as building programmes ceased in favour of 
defense efforts. Some school boys, exploring the site, found some little capped 
bottles and discovered that they would “pop” when put in a fire, The school 
teacher decided to get rid of this annoyance and threw alll she could uncover 
in the school stove, Of course, the stove pipes were blown off. 


On the west side of the Sth line may be seen the remains of Jacob 
Smith’s lime-kiln. It was built on the side of the hill so that the top was on 
Broundlevel and the opening at the bottom was on the ground level there. A 
sort of fireplace was made just inside the kiln and big rough wood was burnt 
for nearly a week. The stones on the farm were hauled to the kiln and burned. 
The part which held the stones was closed up while the burning was going 
on and then left closed for about a week after the fire was out until the lime 
cooled. ‘Teams and wagons waited their turn to be loaded. Lime was used in 
stone buildings—in the mortar and white wash (Lime, sand and horschair 
were mixed to make mortar) 


Will and Charlie Smith were stone masons. They would chisel the layers 
of rock out and place each on a sort of platform which served as a crude 
measure, then with chisel and hammer cut it to the required size, These slabs 
were used for sills, steps and flag stones. The were loaded on a flat cat on 
the narrow track and pushed by hand to where they could be easily loaded on 
wagons or sleighs, 


‘There were spirings in the swamp where the water would bubble up. 
In hot weather a pail and dipper were used to get ice cold water. A case is 
told of the water from this spring being carried home and poured into a glass 
pitcher which was taken from the kitchen cupboard, and it snapped quite 
loudly and fell apart. 


‘The Coningsby Branch of the Women’s Institute was organized June 22, 
1905, in the school house when 17 ladies joined, and Miss Bessie Thomson 
acting as president. At first, owing to weather conditions, winter meetings 
were not held, Then they were held in the evenings and included husbands 
and families. The first meetings were held on Saturdays to facilitate the 
President who was also the school teacher. The meetings were mostly along 
cooking and pertained to the kitchen, recipies and exchanging ideas. Some 
of the larger homes have hosted as many as 125 people at a meeting, At 
this time everyone was well covered with good substantial material and lots 
of it used. Dresses were made high to the neck, long to the hand, and skirt 
to the floor; there was dignity in the appearance of clothes but not the fr 
and easy comfort of today. Hats were worn straight on the head, and pinned 





with 10"—15" long. Older women wore bonnets with wide bows under the 
chin and a widow always wore a bonnet with a frill around the face and after 
seventy a frilly cap was worn at all times. There was no paint or powder, 
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lipstick or nail polish, fine soaps or what have you to help in the adornment, 
everyone was as nature endowed them, so no one was deceived, 





During the First World War everyone sewed or knitted for comforts of the 
fighting men. Money was raised for the Red Cross through garden parties, 
fowl suppers, oyster suppers, plays and concerts. A repeat of this effort was 
offered during the Second World War. The big community work has been the 
beautification of the cemetery. This is cause for a “clean-up bee’ each spring. 
In 1962, Mrs, Chester Burt, having moved to Erin village, where she was 
instrumental in the re-organization of the Erin W.I. branch, was honoured by 
the Coningsby W.I. in recognition of her fifty years of devoted services 





At a District Annual Convention of Centre Wellington District Women’s 
Institutes, held at the home of Mrs. Alex Orr, in 1926, and largely through 
her efforts, the Historical Society of Ont. was formed. Miss Ada Currie was 
appointed as Convenor of Historical Research. In 1928, Wellington County 
Historical Research Society was formed, and Miss Bessie Thomson served 
as one of the convenors. 





The first clection of the township was held on a pine stump across the 
road ftom Wilfred Burt's mail box. When his barn was built in 1902, 400 
friends and neighbours sat down to supper the day of the bar raising. The 
‘old bake stone used by the first settlers is now incorporated in the rock garden. 





THE MATHESON CE 





NTURY FARM 


Donald Matheson is residing on a farm designated by the Ontario Junior 
Farmer's Association as a Century Farm and a gate sign has been erected 
by them. Abram Smith was among those who came on the “Mayflower and 
settled in Pennysylvania, then to Niagara, after the war of 1812-14 in which 
they took part; then on to Erin Twp. and settled on lot 19, west half of con. 
6, The first lessons and religious instructions in the community were offered 
in an upstairs room of the log home. 





Geo. Lane and his wife Anne Ballantyne left Ireland 1824 and came to 
lot 16, con. 7 W. Upper and Lower Canada were in conflict and Geo., having 
served as a solder was called to Quebec in 1830. By 1833 cholera spread 
through the camp and Geo, died of it. Mrs. Lane went to teach school where 
the McMillan cemetery is on the 9th line, lot 18. She received keep for 
herself and two sons from among the families whose children she taught. In 
1845,the son Geo., came back to the farm to complete the crown deed. His 
son Henry took over the farm helped build the barn and then the house in 
1891, The 4th generation of “Geo. Lane” took over in 1924. Geo. Tarzwell, 
having married Louie Lane, bought the Lane Homestead in 1948. 


THE McKINNON CENTURY FARM 





‘The Centennial Farm, presently owned by Mr. and Mrs, Elmer McKinnon 
is composed of the west half of lot No. 20, in the 6th con. Tt was originally 
purchased from the crown in the year 1860 by Neil McKinnon-great grand- 
father of the present owner. The purchase price was $479 and the deed was 
issed at Quebec. Neil McKinnon is described as a yoeman this being defined 
as one not of the landed gentry, who owns small estate and farms his own 
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land. I is known that previous to the purchase from the Crown then: were 
buildings in the centre of the concession, with entrance from the 6th line. 
Remains of a house foundation and well are still to be found, The present 
housA was built of frame around the year 1879 when a son was about to be 
married. The barn was moved to a more convenient location and an addition 
built to it in the late 1880's. 








‘The present home of Douglas and Gwen McKinnon is Lot 19, con, 5 E. and 
is the first farm registered in the McKinnon name. In 1830 this land was 
obtained from the Crown by Jacob Stull. In 1835 he sold it to Alexander 
‘McKinnon, who with his wife and son had emmigrated from Argyleshire, 
Scotland to Canada in the early 1830's. Since that time this farm has maintained 
the McKinnon name. The Crown deed, in possession of the family was issued 
on fine paper to which a paper mache medallion was attached with ribbon, 


‘THE LANG CENTURY FARM 


‘The Lang family immigrated to Canada from the British Isles 
in 1830, 

Henry Lang purchased Lot 22, Con, 6, W., in 1847, In 1849, he 
Purchased Lot 23, Con. 6, W., from the Crown. The present stone houss 
was built in 1864. In 1882 Henry, Sr., sold the farm to his con Henzy. 
Jr. Thomas Lang purehased the holdings from his father Henry, Jr. in 
1904, Andrew Lang bought the farm in 1924 from his brother Thomas 
Andrew Lang and his wife the former Lillian Gregson, they are still 
residing on the farm. They have two children, Lloyd and Helen (Mrs, 
Herman Galbraith. 








S. S.No. 6 
HILLSBURGH 


Next to Bramosa, Erin is the oldest settled Township in Wellington County. 
‘The first settler Nathaniel Rozell, came in 1820 and settled on lot 1 on the 7th 
Tine, 


The following year, 1821, William How and his family came from Kent, 
England, landing at Little York (Toronto) where they picked up the deed 
to lots 22 and 23 in the seventh concession, 


After reaching the Rozell home and spending the night, Mr. Rozeli 
accompanied Mr. and Mrs. How to their holdings. Arriving late in the evening, 
they threw brush up against a fallen tree to make a shelter, Next morning, 
work was begun on a rude shanty, which was completed in three days. Leaving 
Mr. and Mrs. How settled, Mr. Rozell returned home, Snow came November 
9 that year and stayed until March; so it was six months before Mrs. How saw 
a white woman again. Their yoke of oxen and one cow had to browse all 
winter. 
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Mr. How being the pionecr of Hillsburgh, he started the first general 
store in a small log building just south of the later store. 

Soon business increased and a larger store was built and a trading post 
set up where the settlers traded their produce for flour, sugar, etc., brought in 
from Oakville. 








The second store is known to have been much larger that the third one. There 
has always been some dispute as to whether the name was spelled How or 
Howe, but Melvin Harper, a cousin of Will and Margaret who were the last 
to carry on the family store, says that the name “HOW" was in large letters 
over the front door. 


‘The second store was destroyed by an explosion while Edward How was 
the owner. Gunpowder was kept in open kegs with just a paper cover, and 
while a group of men were sitting around the stove, smoking and chatting, 
someone lit their pipe, carelessly tossed a lighted match and it started to burn 
the paper. Mr. How grabbed the keg and started for the door, but was too 
late. The explosion that followed blinded Mr. How in one eye and completely 
destroyed the store. The fact that counters ran the full length of the store on 
either side and held the weight of the fallen roof off the men is all that saved 
their lives, The store that replaced this one was smaller and after passing out 
of the How name, was owned by Harry Hall; and now his daughter, Marjorie, 
and her husband Henry Beatty, own it, (See store picture) 








The settlement was at that time called Howville, but in 1823, a family 
named Hill arrived and settled on Lot 25 and one Nazareth Hill built the 
first hotel where Ed, Dymek’s store now stands. He must have had varied 
interests, as it is also noted that he began the first Sunday School as well. He 
made the Nazareth Hill survey of the village and imposed his name upon the 
settlement, Thus Hillsburg (no “h” on the ending until many years later) was 
named for the Hill family and not for the surrounding hills, as many suppose. 
‘Ann Street in Hillsburgh was named after Mr. Hill’s daughter, Ann, 





The Police Village of Hillsburgh was incorporated in 1899, and the 
Village ‘Trustees in 1967 are Carman Parkinson, James McLaren and John 
Graham, with John Clarke as Clerk, 


HILLSBURGH, SCHOOL SECTION No. 6. 

‘There are records to show that we had a school house in School Section 
No. 6 as far back as 1844, 

This building was a small rough cast house situated on Main St. (seventh 


ine) in the south east part of the Village and is now used as a residence where 
Lorne Wheeler lives. 





In 1864 a new school was built south east of the first one. It was red 
brick, set on a stone foundation, and this foundation was built on flagstones 
four feet across. The brick was made on Mr. Wm. Barden’s farm, and built 
by Campbell brothers. 
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Soon there were so many pupils it was necessary to use the Town Hall, 
which was situated where the Presbyterian manse now stands. Tt was used 
for the Junior pupils. 


Soon it became necessary to build an addition to the front of the red 
brick school and was completed in 1878, and was used for the Juniors. The 
first teacher to take charge of this new room was Miss Annie MeMillan, while 
Mr. J. W. Weeks taught the senior pupils. These buildings were heated by 
stoves. Later a furnace was installed. As far back as 1881 we find they paid 
$1.33 per cord for wood. 





‘Teachers salaries varied from two hundred to one thousand dollars. 


Tt was the custom in early days for the teacher to hold examinations each 
year. To this the parents were invited. They brought their lunch, which was 
eaten at noon, ‘This was considered quite a social affair. The parents took great 
pleasure as their children recited their lessons 


‘This school is now used as a feed mill. 


TEACHERS 
Early Teachers 


Miss Olive Awrey 
Later Teachers From 1930 


Mr. McKenzie Mr. Gelellan 
Mr. McLean Miss Helen Akitt 
Mr. D. A. Campbell Mr. L, Pike 

Mr. Cull Miss Pricilla Cook 
Mr. Donald Currie Miss Lillie Toop 





‘Miss Annie MeMillan 








herine Reid 
M. Reid 

Miss M. Thomson 
Miss Bessie Thomson, 
Mr. Law 
Mr. Wm. 
Miss Kelly 
Mr. Henry 
Mr. R. R. MacKay 
Mrs. Wilson 

Miss Dewey 

Miss. Campbell 
Miss Murchison 
Miss M. Semple 
Miss Eva Hayden 
Miss Ella McMillan 
Mr. H. Tate 


Rowan 


Miss Irene Jackson 
Miss Edna Goodwill 
Mr, Ross R. MacKay 
Mr. A. Shepard 

Mr. A. King 

‘Mrs. Naney Sinclair 
Mrs. Loretta Bradley 
Mrs Audrey McEachern 
Mrs Martha Bryan 
Mrs, Susan Anderson 
Mrs Aurelia Rathbun 
Mrs, Margaret Jackson 
Mrs Joan Hall 

Mrs Muriel Johnson 








Mrs Jean Reilly 
Mrs. M. Robinson 
Music 

Mrs. Mackie 





Mr. Foster 
Miss Joyce Caville 


We regret any errors or ommissions as all Registers were not available. 
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‘As time went on School Areas came into being. Six acres of Iand were 
purchased from Mr. Mungo Nodwell and a three-room school was built and 
opened on January 8, 1960. It was named the Ross R. MacKay Public School 
a a memorial to Mr, Ross R. MacKay who had been principal from 1911 for 
@ number of years, then again from 1941 until 1959, He died January 6, 1960. 
He was a man of very strong principles and an excellent teacher. 

The official opening was June 24, 1960 with Mr. A. Shepard as principal. 
SS. No 11 closed in June 1960 and commuted to Hillsburgh via Mr. Tom 
Hope's bus with Mr. A. B. King as principal. S$, No. 3 came in September 
1961. ‘Then a fourth room was added to the south comer. S.S. No. 12 and 

No. 9 started to commute in January 1963 via Mr. Tom Hope's bus. 

A two room addition and principal's office were added to the north side, 
making the Ross R. MacKay a six room school, Miss Helen Akit( has taught 
continuously since 1930 until the present time, and has done outstanding work 
with the primary grade 








Salaries in 1967 are from five thousand Dollars to seven thousand dollars. 

‘The Public School Inspectors were — Mr. James Kilgour 1865, Mr. 
George Summerville, Mr. J. J. Craig, Mr. L. P. Menzies, Dr. G. G. McNabb. 
Mr. W. R. McVittie, Mr. S. D, Oakes, Mr. C. R. Whitfield 1967, 


EVERDALE PLACE SCHOOL 





school under the direction of Mr. Allan Rimmer, opened 
Sept. 1966 on the farm lot 23, 6th. concession Erin Twp. It is known as the 
Everdale Place School Community, It is a new approach to education for 
pupils aged twelve {0 sixteen years. 


THE UNION CHURCH 


A twelve foot square room in Erin Village was the first place in which 
Erin Seltlers met to worship God. All the settlers looked to this place as 
their spiritual home for a few years. 


Some from Argyle and Islay, Scotland came to the Sth, 6th, 7th, 8th and 
Sth. concession of Erin Twp. in the 1830’s and would not forget the assembling 
‘of themselves together, so decided to erect a Union Church, joining with the 
Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians and Anglicans in building a place of worship. 
‘This church was etected in the grave yard situated about the centre of the 
Village near where Mr. Edgar Huxley now lives. Records do not tell very 
much of this old church. A quote from the Hillsburgh Beaver in 1887 says, 
“A Bible class for adults every Thursday evening at seven — thirty in Union 
Chureh.” It would be of great interest if we could outline the story of the 
people of various denominations who worshipped there who were able to 
unite in the work of the Sunday School, while they remained true to the 
convictions which they held as to their own peculiar views of reli 


METHODIST CHURCH 














Little is known or remembered, at the present time, of the Methodist 
Church, but we know it was a large frame building on-Church St. It was 
later turned into a double residence where Mr. and Mrs, A. McConnell and 
Mrs. John McFee now reside. 
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HILLSBURG! 





BAPTIST CHURCH 


On the 12th day of October, 1853 a group of Christians met and formed 
themselves into a Regular Baptist Church. The following Sabbath those who 
sat down at the Lord's Table as members of the church were: Elder Pockard, 
Deacon John Rott and Mrs, Rott, Deacon Robert Rott and Mrs. Rott, John 
Viner, John B. Awrey and Mrs. Awrey, Margaret Rott, Jesse Smith, and the 
clerk, George Henshaw. 





‘The first church was erected in 1862 on a lot purchsed from George 
Henshaw. The present church building stands on this original site and the 





first building is incorporated in the present larger structure. In 1891 a stone 
wall was built at the front of the church, hand rails on each side of the stone 
steps and a platform for ladies alighting from rigs. A church shed was put 
up in 1866. In 1925 it was re-built. In 1949 the shed was sold to the township 
of Erin for storage purposes as it had outlived it usefulness, 


During 1872 a report shows that the total membership was 104 with 16 
people applying for baptism. This is the largest recorded membership in the 
history of the church. During that same year a Sunday School was organized 
with Mr. L. G, Oliver as suprintendent. In 1949 a United Church and Sunday 
School service was adopted when Roy Awrey was superintendent, Haines Root 
followed and remained in that office for 18 years. The present superintendent 
is Charles Burt 


Many fine musicians have devoted their God-given talents to singing in 
the choir and congregation. A tuning fork was first used to lead the singing, 
in 1888 a organ was purchased for $105. and was used in services for 
over 65 years. Then it was replaced by a Hallman two-manual organ, and a 
year later, by a larger Hallman (wo manual electric with chimes. Mrs, Donald 
Matheson, the present organist and choir director, has served in that capacity 
for a number of years, 





‘The church is a sacred place; for souls have met Christ here, hearts 
have been lifted in worship, couples have been united in marriage, funeral 
services have been held. Christ, the head of the church, is the way, the truth 
and the life, 





Ministers of the church are in order of service as follows; Elder Picard, 
Elder Reid, Elder Bates, Elder Grant, Elder McFadyen, James Anderson, Pastor 
Cuningham, Rey. A. M. McFadyen, A. R. Best, M. P. Campbell, W. J 
Waddell, Rev. E. J. Haines, Rev. R. W. Kelly, W. R. Burrell, C. W. Dewey, 
Rev. M. E. Siple, Rev. James MacCormack, John Wood, Rev. James Cross, 
Rev. H. P. Humphrey, Rey. J. E. Peltit, Wayman K. Roberts, Elmore Young, 
John Fullard, Raymond LeDrew, Ronald Harmer, Mr, Hunter, Donald 
Sinclair, Paul Burns, Paul Smith, Leonard O'Neil, Murray Ford, Benson Jones, 
Archie Goldie, Gordon Swan, Kenneth Hillmer, and Paul Boughton, 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


In 1840 the Rev, John McMurchy came to Canada from Scotland and 
came to visit his relatives who had settled near Hillsburgh. He conducted 
Divine Service and dispensed the Lord’s Supper to the people of Presbyterian 
faith in Hillsburgh. He thought of his Kith and Kin in Hillsburgh as sheep 
without a shepherd, Through his influence the Synod of Canada Presbyterian 
Church, in connection with the Church of Scotland, sent, in 1860 John Goodwill, 
a student at Queen’s Universi’, Kingston, to minister to the Presbyterians in 
the district. 





‘A congregation was formed in 1860, a session elected and ordained. The 
first elders elected, were — Angus McMurchy Sr., John McLachlan, Hector 
‘McVannel, and Donald Robertson. 


Descendants of the McMurchy family have lived here during all the 
history of St. Andrew’s Church until the present time. 


In 1863 there were thirty-four names on the roll. In 1865 Donald 
Strachan came as a student, and in 1868 brought his family. He was ordained 
in 1868 and became the first ordained minister. He also started the first 
Sunday School around 186. 


Mr. Strachan’s first wife, Margaret Ravee, died in 1871, and is buried 
in the grave yard near the old Union Church. 


‘The first to join the church were — Duncan McArthur, Mrs. Ronald 
‘McEachern, Mrs, Jas, Brown, Alex Gray and Jinnet McDougal. 


The tuning fork was the only instrument of music allowed. n the spring 
of 1869 a meeting was held and it was unanimous that a new church should 
be built 


The contract price complete was two thousand dollars and the land 
bought from the estate of Robert Maw for two hundred dollars. 


‘The Church was built and they called it St. Andrew's in honor of their 
Scotch ancestry, Campbell brothers were the masons. 


In 1871 a congregation at Price’s Corners in Bast Garafraxa Twp. 
joined with Hillsburgh to make it two charges. A large and commodious 
shed was built and paid for in 1907. After outliving its usefulness was 
taken down in 1953. 





In 1925 a vote was taken on Church Union, uniting the Presbyterians, 
Methodists, and Congregationalists. The majority being against union, the 
Presbyterians were allowed to keep their church. 


In 1930 a basement was built under the church. The task seemed 
impossible, but under the able leadership of Mr. Dan Gray and much 
voluntary help the church was completely renovated and finished in 1931. 
For many years a reed organ was used. It was replaced in 1951 by a 
Minshall Electric and in 1955 by a Hammond two-manual clectrie organ 
with chimes. St. Andrew's has always been blest with musical talent and 
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able organists to lead in the songs of Praise, 
At the rear of the church a large kitchen and washrooms were erected 
in 1959. 


On February 24, 1965, a disastrous fire completely gutted the Church 
Plans were made immediately to re-build on the same site, using the old walls 
which remained standing. ‘The congregation worshipped in the Community 
Centre until April 17, 1966, when the new church was completed and dedicated. 
‘The contractor was Mr. Perry Wilson of Fergus and the architect Mr. Murray 
Marshall of Richmond Hill, In 1966 the lot beside the church was bought. 
Rey. Wayne Maddock, the present minister, came in 1965, He and his 
family live in the manse which was built about 1882. There are at the present time 
‘two hundred names on the roll. The Women’s Missionary Society has carried 
on continually since 1881, The Session in 1967 are — Mr, Edgar Huxley, 
clerk, Mr. W. B. Sutton, Mr. Geo. Lacey, Mr. Wilbert McFee, Mr. Donald 
MacMurchy, Mr. Jno. Warden, Mr. Howard Barbour, Mr. Elmer Sutton, 
Ministers are in order of Service: 








John Goodwill (student) 1860- Rev. Jas, Reidie 1926-1931 
Rev. Donald Strachan 1865-1867 Rev. T. W. Goodwill 1932-1939 
Rev. Robt. Fowlie 1877-1880 Rev. W. D. Turner 1940-1946 
Rey. W. C. Armstrong 1882- Dr. Geo. Aitken 1947-1952 
Rev. J. J. Elliot 1891- Rev. Thos. Blakely 1952-1953 
Rev. M, McKinnon 1898-1901 Rev. C. J. St. Clair Jeans 1954-1955 
Rev. B. Russell 1903-1905 Rev. Geo. Wilson 1955-1959 
Rev. R. S. Scott 1905-1919 Rev. Thos. Caldwell 1961-1962 
Rev. F. C. Harper 1920-1922 Rev. W. A. Douglas 1964-1965 
Rev. Hare 1922-1925 Rev. Wayne Maddock —_1965- 


ST. JOHN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 


‘No one seems to have any record when this fine old church was built, 
Some are under the impression that John Byrnes had much to do with it. No 
services have been held for many years and it probably closed about 1918. 

Former members were: Byrnes family, Mr. and Mrs. Wm, Donaldson, 
Lacey family, Mr. and Mrs. Lang, Mr. and Mrs, Wes Hoare, Mr. and Mrs, 
Harry Ellenton, Fiterald family, Mrs. Milloy, Mrs. Simpson, Geo. Baldwin 
family, Oblander family, Leeson family, Mr. and Mrs. Duthie, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Hurd, Mr. and Mrs. C. Cockburn, McNally family. 

Organists were: Emma and Clara Leeson, Mrs. Geo. Baldwin, Martha 
Lacey. 

‘Some ministers were: Rev. Rushbrook, Rev, DeArcy, Rev. Ketteson, Rev. 
Sparks. 





HILLSBURGH CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


‘This church was built to replace the stone church, on No. 17 sideroad at the 
6th line corner, known as Erin Centre. As early as 1900, families in the 
northern part of Erin Twp. and as far away as Reading, in Garafraxa Twp. 
began holding Sunday evening services in the Hillsburgh Town Hall, and from 
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this grew the desire for a church in Hillsburgh. 


All through the winter and spring of 1906, members worked, first for 
financial support and then held bees, hauling lumber and stone. Rev. G. O. 
Black was minister, and the first Board of Elders were: John King, Geo. 
Maltby and Hugh McMillan. 


The Corner stone was laid August 25, 1906 by Alex. McKinnon, and the 
trowel, suitably inscribed and presented to him, is in the possession of his 
daughter, Miss Bdna McKinnon, Guelph, Tables were set for supper on 
Isaiah Awrey's lawn and a program followed the ceremony. Tickets for the 
supper cost 25e. 





The building was completed and dedicated to the worship of God, on 
February 27, 1907. Dr. Van Horn, minister of the Cecil St. Church, Toronto, 
spoke at both morning and evening services, and in the morning the Presbyterian 
church loaned their building for a service as well. 





‘The opening of the church was followed by 2 two week evangelistic 
meeting conducted by R. W. Stevenson, Provincial Evangelist. Miss Jessie 
Reid of Grand Valley, (the late Mrs. Nortnan Robertson) was guest soloist 
at both the opening and at many of the meetings the next two weeks. Miss 
Minnie McMillan was organist. 





‘Transportation by cutter and sleigh and February snow to be shovelled by 
hand, would probably prevent anyone from coming in this day and age, but we 
are {old that the church was filled most of the nights for two weeks. 





Much interest was shown in the new church with its beautiful stained glass 
windows and inclined floor and a furnace and church kitchen was a real 
Innovation at that time. 


On May 2, 1948, one of the first electric organs in this area was installed, 
Mrs. Morgan Graham and her assistant, Miss Helen Akilt, were in charge 
of music at this time. After twenty-eight years as organist, Mrs. Lancey 
Cheyne followed Mrs. Graham. On March 30, 1955, a church parsonage was 
bought on Ann Street and exactly four years later, the mortgage was paid off 
(March 31, 1959), In November, 1963, the interior of the parsonage was 
gutted by fire. Immediately the church board set to work, and the following 
May “Open House” was held with a good attendance. Some men from the 
other churches in town graciously gave of their time in the renovations, and 
this was greatly appreciated. 











Within the last ten years, new communion plates have been presented to 
the church in memory of the late Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Thomson, by their 
family; a pulpit Bible by the Bryan family in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Bryan; Baptismal gowns by Douglas Gray and sons in memory of Mrs. Gray; 
and Bibles and Hymn books have been added in memory of departed members 
On July 23, 1966, the members of the Christian Women’s Fellowship presented 
gowns to the members of the choir. 





Ministers following G. 0, Black were — W. G. Charlton, F. E. Heddon, 
Sam Woolner (lay minister), In 1914, John D. Stephens began a seven-year 
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ministry. E. Spring was followed by Maitland Watterworth. Then came A. 
L, Platt, V. J, Murray, H. L. Richardson, Halsey E. Wakelin, Thomas A. 
Gray, W. G. Charlton (for a second time), Bruce Stainton, Lloyd Dunn, 
Alastair McKinnon, Richard Knowles, Ernie Root, Norman Robertson, Neville 
Clayton Ronald Pelham, John Vallance and Beverly Leslie. Beecher Parkhouse 
of Fergus supplied at intervals 











HISTORY OF THE UNITED CHURCH, HILLSBURGI 





Hillsburgh United Church was built in the year 1926. It belonged to the 
Erin-Hillsburgh-and Coningsby pastoral charge. The first minister was Rev. 
Edward R. Hall, who resided at the manse at Erin. 


Church union came into being in June, 1925. ‘The Presbyterian, Methodist 
and Congregationalists churches throughout Canada saw a great similarity in 
their beliefs and after much study and discussion, these three churches decided 
fo amalgamate and form a new church “The United Church of Canada”, 


After church union a goodly number of families left the local Presbyterian 
church to become members of the United Church. At first church was held 
in the Town Hall, and also in a room in the building which is now Frank 
Gray's residence, 


In the Eramosa district, church union was quite effective in the Presbyterian 
and Methodist churches there. ‘The Presbyterian church was decided to be 
the United Church as it was more central, The Brown Methodist Church 
was closed, but became the property of the United Church of Canada, The 
congregation of the Hillsburgh United Church then negotiated and purchased 
this Brown Methodist Church of Eramosa, During the winter of 1926, by team 
and sleigh and hard labour, this church was completely dismantled — the 
lumber, windows and equipment (seats, pulpit and organ) were all transported 
to Hillsburgh. Mr. and Mrs, Duncan McConnell, late parents of Roy and 
Arthur McConnell, donated the tract of land along the river banks and during 
the summer of 1926, the Hillsburgh United Church was built. 





The opening service was a community affair. Rev. Burnside Russell, a 
former Presbyterian minister here, came from his charge in Hamilton to 
dedicate the new church. Capacity crowds attended both services, the night 
service being held in the Town Hall. The following evening, the ladies of the 
church served a delectable supper to large crowds. Mr. Sam Gibson regaled 
the audience with violin music 





‘The first annual meeting of Hillsburgh United Church was held in 
January, 1927. The first elders were Messrs. Alex Gray, Wallace Young, and 
Archibald Reid. The first stewards were Messrs. Alex Parry, Harry Tate, and 
William Orr. First organist was Mrs. Ed. Griner. 





Ministers who have led the United Church through the years were Rev. 
C. J. P. Jolliffe, Rev. A. 0. W. Foreman, Rev. Mr. Merner. Coningsby church 
was officially closed during Mr. Merner's pastorate in July, 1938. Th trustees of 


41 








HISTORY OF ERIN TOWNSHIP 





the Coningsby church kept it in good repair, and in recent years, it has been 
made into a fine mortuary. 


Rey. Mr. Thomas and Rev. T. J, Rees followed Mr. Merner’s. pastorate. 
‘The mortgage of Hillsburgh United Church was burned during Mr. Rees's 
pastorate on November 16, 1945, the late Mrs, Duncan McConnell and Henry 
Wheeler were participants in this act. Other ministers the ensuing years 
were Rev. Mr, Pattison, Rev. Mr. Somerville, Rev. Mr. Muir and Rev. Mr 
Norman. Rev. E. D. Snelgrove came in July, 1956 and remained with us till 
February, 1966, a period of nine years and cight months, the longest pastorate 
in the history of the church. At the present time our minister is Rev. W. 
Howse, a native of Newfoundland, 


CEMETERIES 


The early settlers developed a good community where God was the centre 
of the home life, and the church the centre of the community, so naturally they 
looked for a peaceful quiet place to bury their dead. 





‘The first record we have of a cemetery in Hillsburgh was about 1831, on a 
piece of land about the centre of the village which was then called Howville, 
where the Union Church was situated. Many of the earliest settlers of Erin 
‘Twp. lie buried in this old plot, For years these old grave stones has been 
neglected and over grown with grass and weeds. 


In 1954 Mr. Dan Gray and Mr. R. D. Nodwell were instrumental in 
having God's Acre restored. All headstones were uncovered from the grass 
and were embedded together at the front of the cemetery in a single, solid 
block of concrete. 


Flowers were planted by the Hillsburzh Horticultural Society. ‘Trees were 
planted to the rear. The actual graves remain at the rear of the stones that 
used to mark those graves. 


Of main interest is the one in memory of Hillsburgh’s founder — Mr. 
William How, who died February 21, 1854 at the age of eighty years, Another 
marks that of his wife Betsey, who died in 1858, age eighty-six years. Other 
headstones in the preserved collection were — Alexander Gray, died in 1880; 
his wife Isabella, died in 1887; Richard Davis, 1862; his wife Jane died in 
1858; the grandparents of Mr. John McFee; the wife of Rey. Donald Strachan, 
first minister of St. Andrew's Church who died in 1871 and many others. 

We find there was a small cemetery on the lot where the Old Methodist 
Church stood on Church Street. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur McConnell and Mrs. 
John McKee now live in the church building which was converted to a double 
house. 











HUXLEY CEMETERY — 1884-1967 
About 1854 Thomas Huxley obtained a crown deed of lot 29, seventh 
line Erin Twp. Later he purchased Jot 28. In 1884 his seventeen year old 
son was stricken with a fatal illness. The lad had expressed a wish to be buried 
fon a small hill on the farm, 
"The land was seeded to peas at the time. To grant his son’s wish, Thomas 
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Huxley took his scythe, pulled a small plot of peas and dug a grave for his 
son, 


Many residents, realizing the beauty of the site, expressed a wish to use 
the same spot for the burial of their dead. So Thomas Huxley gave one acre 
of land for burial purposes. 


So popular has become this burial place, that since 1900 no burial has 
been made in the original cemetery in the centre of the village of Hillsburgh. 


In 1906, in the Town Hall, Hillsburgh, a meeting of the plot holders 
elected trustees, namely—Messrs. R. C. Nodwell, R. W. Tarzwell, and A. 
G. Parry. 

In 1908 the plot holders were assessed three dollars for a large plot and 
one dollar and fifty cents for a small plot to raise operating funds. 

Secretary-Treasurers from 1906 were: Mr. Jno. Carmichael, Miss Marjorie 
Carmichael, Mr. A. G. Parry, Mr. H. C. Bowes, Mr. W. Beatty and Mr. 
H. N. Hunley. 

‘A memorial service was held in 1936. The service was conducted by 
Rev. W. G. Charlton, music supplied by combined choirs of the Village Churches 
and Jack Burt's boys band of fifty members from Elora. 





The Utility house was added in 1914 at a cost of one hundred and twenty 
dollars. 

Additional land was added in 1941, and in 1958 increased to three acres. 
Perpetual Care was included in the price of a new plot in 1949. 

The new fence was erected in 1960, 

In 1964, sixty-four stones were shoved off their base by vandals, 

In 1941 the cost of digging a grave was two dollars, 


In 1967 it is twenty-five dollars. 





‘To beautify the front of the cemetery the Horticultural Society provides 
plants, and the Auxiliary Women’s Institute cares for them. 
MAIL 


When the How's first settled in Erin Township there was no Post Office 
nearer than Toronto. 





‘The next Post Office to come nearer was one situated about the middle 
of Esquesing and was kept by a Mr. Fyfe. ‘The people then living in Hillsburgh 
and surrounding area formed a club and each member took his turn, on foot, 
to go for the mail, as there were no horses in those days, 





Later, mail was brought from Georgetown, by a Mr. William Willis, using 

a span of mules, The Post Office was then located in How's store, After a 

few years the mail came to Alton and Mr, James Hanna carried the mail from 

Alton to Reading, via Hillsburgh, Presently, mail arrives by truck from 
Orangeville. 

Soon the main part of the Village appeared to be taking shape in the 

Upper End”, and the Post Office was transferred to Donaldson and Carmichael’s 
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store (now Jim McLaren's). Mr. Donaldson ran the Post Office. 

In 1911, after a change of Government, Angus McMurchy was appointed 
Postmaster and the office moved briefly to the Leader apartment building and 
then to the building now occupied by Frank Gray. Mr, McMurchy's daughter, 
Kate, was his assistant 


In March, 1922, Alex MacDonald, with his wife Hannah as assistant, 
became our Postmaster, In 1924, the Post Office was moved to its present 
site. For a number of years the MacDonald’s sorted mail twice a day as 
there were four trains daily. ‘The Post Office had to be open from 8 am. 
until 8 pm, and their original salary was $59.00 a month, In order to add 
to his income, Mr. MacDonald and his brother-in-law, John Souler, began 
a chicken plucking business. Using a half-ton truck for pick-ups and renting 
a building about where Tony Wagenaar’s cement works is now, they dressed 
chickens and sold to Eaton's in Montreal and to a firm in Toronto. They 
would also go to the farms and kill and pluck for the farmers. When the 
MacDonald’s retired from the Post Office, Bert Awrey, with his wife Irene 
as assistant, took over their duties, June 20, 1958, 


Rural mail delivery began in 1912 and carriers known to have delivered 
on Route No. I were — James Somerville, George Barbour briefly, Alex 
MacDonald, Herb Beatty and now Mrs, Bert (Irene) Awrey. Route No. 2 
was taken by George Tarzwell, assisted by his daughter Elsie, George Cheyne, 
Bob Ashley and now Thomas Hope. 


NEWSPAPERS 


Mr, and Mrs. Walter Huxley have in their possession, Vol. 1 No. 1 of a 
tiny paper called “The Bee’ published September 27, 1881 by George A. Lacey, 
who is described as a loan agent, land agent, conveyancer, auctioneer and 
issuer of marriage licenses. 





‘The first issue of “The Hillsburg Wasp” was put out October 8, 1881 and 
‘was priced at 3c, It was a four-page weekly, measuring 9” x 12” and the 
“h” had still not been added to the name. The paper was described as a 
comic, literary and satirical journal. D. E. MacMillan was the editor and 
his first editorial begins, “No question has agitated the people of the Dominion 
to such an extent as the Canadian Pacific Railway - 





‘An 1887 copy of “The Beaver” shows that it was published every Tuesday 
afternoon by George A. Lacey in his office, “The Hut", Main Street. ‘The 
25c-a-year subscription was strictly in advance. This issue lists a James 
Hurst as auctioneer and implement agent — selling The Little Maxwell reaper, 
in the building across from How’s store. The same issue tclls of a monthly 
cattle fair being held. ‘This was for the selling, not showing of cattle. 





‘A 1915 copy names A, H. Steadman as editor. 





‘As mentioned previously, Nazareth Hill built the first hotel where E 
Dymek’s store is. John Kirk had a hotel where Albert Falconer's house is. 
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Before moving there, he had a large hotel where Murray Gooderham’s stone 
house is. This hotel was burned. 


‘The large brick house at the south end of Main Street (formerly owned 
by Beatty and Tilcox families) was built as a hotel by Sam Leeson and was 
called the International Hotel. Later operators were B. H. Taylor and William 
Willis, 


‘The Exchange Hotel was built, or at least the building bricked, by W. J. 
Dwyer. It is the only three-storey building in Hillsburgh and the second storey 
extends over a drive, that has always been known as “The Alley Way" and 
provides a short cut from Ann to Main Street. After the death of the first 
Mrs. Dwyer, it was rented to Frank Gale, Eddie White, Dick Backus and by 
1902, Matt. Latham was the operator. 








Having married again, the Dwyers returned and Mrs. Dwyer carried on. 
Fishermen from the Caledon Mountain Trout Club provided much business 
during the summer months, The Erin Township Council used the large front 
room as their meeting place. Next came Mr. and Mrs. Fred Coe. ‘They 
began using a smaller room at the end of the hall for a dining-room, and 
pool tables were set up in the former dining-room. When Mr. and Mrs. 
John Pye bought it, they used the small front room as a Coffee Shop, and the 
Present owner, John Tocher, is converting it into small apartments, 








When Archie Currie discontinued the carriage works, the large brick 
building on the corner was sold to Henry How, who operated the Grand 
Central Hotel in it. Next, the building was owned by Donaldson and Carmichael 
and Mr. John McCarthy bought it from them about 1900. 





He carried on the hotel until the Village came under Local option, selling 
liquor at Se a glass and a schooner of beer costing the same. Beer was 
hauled in barrels, by horse and wagon, from Guelph, 

Finally, the Union Bank was moved to this sile, and the Royal Bank 
now uses it. 


TOL! 





GATES 


In order to maintain the roads, toll gates were set up at approximately 
eight mile intervals. Until 1885, James Trott kept the Hillsburgh toll gate 
which was situated on the seventh line below No, 22 sideroad (near Gaud's 
tannery). Usually, near each of these toll gates, a road house or hotel was 
set up where travellers could rest their horses and they could partake of 
liquid refreshments, Thus, the toll lost some of its sting 

‘The Main Strect was paved in 1925 and nothing more was done to it 
until Cox Construction laid asphalt surface over the cement in 1963. At the 
same time the hill above town was cut down and hard top laid as far as 
No. 27 sideroad. 

‘The first street lights were installed in 1921, and in 1959, luminair lights 
were installed on Main Street. In 1966, the present four-foot flourescent lights 
were placed on Main Street and the former ones placed on the side streets 
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‘TAILORS 


Jimmie Farquerson lived and carried on a tailor business in the small 
house that burned when George Tileox, Sr., lived there (near How's store, but 
fon the east side of the street) 

Jim Torrie had his tailor shop in the present post office building. He 
and William McMillan, a clerk in Donaldson and Carmichael’s store later 
joved to Orangeville and established businesses still operating there. After 
rie, came George Watson at the same location. 

Jim Carmichael had his tailor shop where Mrs. C. C. Hamilton's store is and 
Kept as many as seven busy helpers. Next came Andy Wallace and tater, 
A. S. McGowan and when Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Hamilton bought it in 1928, 
it became a grocery store, After Nip’s death in 1956, Mrs. Hamilton still 
carried on. 











Liza Harding did weaving and made carpets in the building directly 
across from How's store. 


TANNERY, SHOE AN HARNESS SHOPS 


Gane’s tannery was situated on the seventh line just below No, 22 siderond, 
(A house and small pond is presently on the site.) 

William Gaud did a thriving business — employing as many as twelve 
men — tanning the hides of livestock, dogs, and wild animals which were in 
‘abundance at that time. They made and sold shoes; leather mitts; and harness. 


‘One of these employees was William Fitzgerald, a man afflicted with 
‘club feet, who had to wear very special shoes. He later moved up street and 
ran his own shoemaker’s shop, and repaired clocks. He must also have 
collected clocks as a hobby, because the walls were hung with clocks of 
every description, all Kept wound and all TICKING. He lived where Fred 
Tarzwell now lives and his shop which was next door, has been incorporated 
into the main part of Gerald Bayne’s store, 


‘As more modern machinery came into use, John Ward opened a shoe 
repair shop in the Leader apartment building. Wes. Beatty took this over 
and ran the shoe repair in conjunction with his implement business 


Later, Ed. Lane bought the “Fitz Shop” as it was known, and the Beatty 
machinery, and set up shoe repairing there. He also added gas pumps, 
tobacco and ice cream, etc., and his generous servings in ice cream cones 
became well known. 

When Ed, Lane died, Mel, Barden bought the shoe repair business and 
moved the machinery to the long narrow building directly across from his 
‘own house. ‘This building had been used as a Chapel by the Scott Mission 
when they had their summer camp in Hillsburgh, and was moved to its 
present site when the Mission obtained more land in Caledon Township. 

Peter Warden had his harness shop where John Warden’s egg srading 
station is now; Len. Matthews and George Watson, one where Mrs. D. Reid's 
store is; and William Gordon operated the next one from the present Post 
Office building, Mel. Barden bought his business. 
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LIVERY 


Before the day of cars, every town had need of someone with a stable 
‘of fast horses and “rigs” for hire. Salesmen coming in on the noon train would 
be driven to Marsville, or other points, and board the evening train again 
Ball teams needed transportation to neighbouring villages. Freight needed. to 
be transported to and from the station, by dray. We, who just jump into our 
ears, can scarcely realize the importance of this service. 





Wes. Faulkner kept his horses first in the small barn owned by Morrish 
Leader. The story is told of a break-in, at the Donaldson and Carmichael 
store, when jewellery, consisting mainly of men's watches, was stolen. The 
robbers escaped with one of Mr. Faulkner's rigs, boarded the train in 
Rockwood, and left the horse tied to a hitching post’ there 





Next came Will McLachlan who used the barn where Mel Barden now 
Keeps his show horses. However, the barn at that time did not have the 
high circular roof that we are familiar with, and George Barbour, the next 
Owner, raised the roof, John McNally doing the work. Mr, McNally also built 
the former Presbyterian church shed, with its high dome-shaped roof. A 
Humber of out-of-town contractors came to view this seemingly impossible 
type of structure 

After John McLachlan, came John Souter and Harold Morrison, briefly. 
But another era had just passed and horses were no longer needed. 


CARRIAGE WORKS, BLACKSMITHS 


Archibald Currie had the red brick factory (now the Royal Bank) built 
in 1884 to carry on his business of building buggies, cutters, wagons and 
wheel barrows, He employed seven skilled workmen: There was a blacksmith 
in connection with his operations. 


‘The Byrne family likewise operated a carriage works and blacksmith 
shop where Tom Hope's garage is. Mr. Hope lowered the two-storey building 
after taking it over from Bob Sargent. A Mr. Hurd and Andy Oblander were 
their blacksmiths, and it is related that Mr. Byrne would feli a tree and make 
the charcoal, later used in the blacksmith shop. ‘The family lived in the house 
beside the shop (Hope's) and when Mr. John Byrne retired in 1887, he built 
the large brick house, with terraced lawn, as one goes up the Burg Hill, 
and called it “Review Villa", The unmarried sons, Bill and Jack, stayed on 
in the former home and it was known as “Uno Park". Jack was the painter 
and did fancy scrolls on cutters, buggies, etc. 











‘Their business was of such an extent that they had their showroom across 
the street on the lot where George Lacey's house is now. 
‘They also began to build farm implements and their cultivators sold at 





$30. 
Duncan Campbell had a wagon works just south of How’s store in the 
1880's and a Mr. McGilvery made pumps in a building just north of How's 
store. He used a horse on a tread mill to run the lathe and auger. 
Jim Geddes had a blacksmith shop where Dick Southon’s house is, and 
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made harrows. He was followed by George Maltby at this location. Later, Maltby 
moved to the shop at the corner of Mill and Ann Streets which Mrs. W. G. 
Currie bought and had dismantled in 1960. 


‘After Maltby came Jim Morrison, and they lived at the back of the shop. 
‘Meanwhile, Arthur Hart had been using the brick shop at the back of Bob 
Sargent’s garage and he finally moved to the shop at the corner of Ann Street. 
Hart was the last to use the shop and anyone with show horses now needing 
shoes, has to bring in a blacksmith. 


Although not made in Hillsburgh, the office of Grayco Potato Harvesters 
Ltd. is in town. In 1945, Frank Gray and Ed Snyder of Preston formed Gray- 
Snyder Ltd, for the building of potato pickers. This business now includes the 
manufacturing of not only pickers and two-row potato combines but bulk boxes 
and digger chain. On October 21, 1964, Mr. Gray bought Mr. Snyder’s share of 
the business and the following year the name was changed to Grayco. 


ROADS AND RAILWAY 


About 1860, the county assumed oversight of the road from Guelph to 
Brisbane, through Hillsburgh to Reading (corner of the 14th line of East 
Garafraxa and the Fergus-Orangeville road). This gravel road was a great 
improvement over the old corduroy ones. (In spring, these old log roads will 
still heave with frost, to give some idea how rough they must have been). 








Farmers were now able to haul produce to Guelph as well as Oakville, 
‘but as crops increased, this became more burdensome and arrangements were 
begun to have the railway come through the ‘Township. It was first thought to 
bring it north from Georgetown, but finally the line, called “The Credit Valley 
Railway”, was completed from the Cataract Junction to Elora in November 
1879. The first timetable book used at the Hillsburgh Station is dated January 
20, 1880 and the agent's name is W.A. Munroe. 


Other station agents were known to have been: Peter Ward, George Walker, 
William Little, Jim Russell, Ed. Griner. 


Originally, four trains a day passed through Hillsburgh. Since the train 
stayed at Elora over night, the first train went East at 8:57 a.m., West at 10:50 
am., East again at 5:55 p.m, and finally West at 7:03 p.m. By the time B. M. 
Gerry) Cunningham took over as agent on April 1, 1933, train service had 
been reduced to two trains daily —one from Orangeville to Blora at 11:30 am. 
and returning about 5:00 p.m, 


The station and grain elevator had burned in the fall of 1932 and the 
small station was built in 1933, shortly after Mr. Cunningham arrived, 





Before leaving in 1943, Mr. Cunningham filled in at Erin Station, and 
Charles MacMillan acted as caretaker at the Hillsburgh Station briefly before 
William Rathbun took over his duties. From 1949 until 1958, Norman 
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Cunningham (son of Jerry) acted as caretaker and handled the express, but 
when passenger service was finally discontinued in 1958, express came to the 
Express office beside Alex Duncan's barber shop, and he makes deliveries 
at the present time 








WEIGH SCALES 


Since the first mills were situated on the small stream crossing from Ann 
to Main Street, so the first weigh scale was situated where the present rink is, 
and John Carmichael attended jt. Later, a group of farmers formed a Co-op 
and built the large scale at the station. Dan McKinley and then Joe McMillan 
attended these scales daily. As shipping decreased, the station agent assumed this 
duty. By the 1940's the scale became to small to accommodate the large wheelbase 
trucks, and a small group of interested businessmen installed a new, larger 
scale which ig still in use. 





TRUCKERS 


Soon trucks became more plentiful and it was realized that livestock could 
be gotien on the market much faster and in better condition by trucking, and 
in 1925 Bob Tarzwell bought his first truck and began this service, Bob Carlisle 
was also one of the early truckers. In 1927, Wallace and Howard Barbour began 
their trucking and droving business and with the exception of a short period 
when operated by Lin. Awrey, carried on extensive cattle buying operations, 
selling the trucking business to their nephew, Howard Awrey, in 1956, 

(See Picture of Mill 








MILLS — FLOUR AND FEED 


Aaron Wheeler cme from Somersetshire, England, in 1824, and built a 
arist mill on the small stream at the entrance to the park. Later, this was sold 
for a woollen mill and a larger grist, flour and saw mill built, Soon the How's 
built a farger mill on #22 sideroad, and in 1846, Gooderham and Worts built 
a grist mill and cooper shop, where barrels were manufactured to contain the 
flour, with an entrance from the 7th line, 








In later years, an entrance was run north {0 the Station Road, This mill 
burned in 1870 and the site Jay fle until Awrey Bros. bought the property and 
built a stone grist mill about 1894. A cider press was also in this mill. Donald 
McGill next ran the mill for about sixteen years, thon Hughie McLachlan 
and finally Miles Bacon. With the advent of belt-driven choppers and. finally 
electric choppers and hammer mills in the farmer's barns, the business dropped 
away. The mill is now used as a summer home. 











‘Owners of the “Lower Mill” are known to have been the How Brothers, 
Bill Haines, Jim Barden, Howard Smith, Oswald Everdell, Dave Douglas — 
who had the misfertune to lose an arm while opzrating his mill — Charles 
Bellamy, Bert Awrey and finally, Brampton Milling and Farm Supply. In 
September 1960 they bought the old school and began to operate their feed 
business there in July of 1963, until January 1966, when they closed. However, 
Bob Cheyne and his father-in-law, Bill Reeve, opened again in March 1966 and 
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operate under the name of Hillsburgh Feed and Supplies Ltd. 


Fred Royce had a flour and feed store where Mrs. D. Reid's store is, 
and built the grain elevator at the station. The United Farmers of Ontario 
(U.F.0,) were the fore-runners of the present Co-Op’s and they took over the 
grain elevator at the station and the store from Mr. Royce. Next, Duncan 
McConnell took over the grain elevator and in 1926, Dan Gray and son, Bill, 
ought the elevator and also the building which had housed the post office 
but was owned by McConnell, and Bill, assisted by his younger brother, Frank, 
carried on a flour and feed business under the name of “Gray Apiaries.” They 
also bought and sold potatoes. 





‘As the depression, which began in 1929, worsened, Gray's traded the grain 
elevator to a Mr. Wallace of Oshawa for two houses in that city, and Bill and 
Frank moved to Guelph to sell life insurance. However, in 1932, Frank returned 
to Hillsburgh and began the general insurance business which he and his wife, 
‘Thelma, carried on for thirty-two years, selling to McEnery Agencies, Erin, 
June 1, 1964, McEnery’s at present have their office in the former Glassford 
Shop and George Lacey is in charge of it. 


Bill Sutton opened a flour and feed business in the Gray building, using 
the larger of the two front rooms, but in 1939, moved to the building vacated 
by H. C. Bowes. In 1940, Lindsay Awrey bought the business from Sutton and 
in 1946, was joined by his brother, H. J. (Bert) Awrey, upon his return from the 
war. In 1950, Lin, left to manage a Co-Op store in Durham, and after the 
fire of October 11, 1957, destroyed the building, Bert moved to the mill on 
#22 sideroad. 


APIARIES 

Prior to buying the grain elevator, Dan and Bill Gray had secured the 
former Anglican Church and after putting a basement under it, had coverted 
it to a honey extracting plant. During the sugar rationing of the war years, 
people would bring their own containers to be filled from the tanks. Seventy 
and one hundred pound orders were not unusual. 





After Bill's death in 1944, the extracting plant and some of the bee yards 
which had extended from Elora to Weston, were sold to David N. Root, who 
still owns it 





Haldon Smith, also a bee keeper and bee inspector, lives in Hillsburgh 


POTATO BUYERS 


Before the coming of the Railroad, only a few potatoes were grown, and 
were taken to Georgetown or Guelph for sale. In the fall of 1881 the first 
car of 210 bags (all in the neighborhood) was shipped to Toronto, by C. J. 
McMillan and Son Fred. They were cattle buyers and appear to have been 
the first to buy and ship potatoes, using the cement building beyond the track 
as their warehouse, 

Fred Royce, and later the Co-operative, (U:F.0.) and the McConnells used 
the underground potato cellar just East of the tracks. Bill and Frank Gray 
loaded from this point when they bought the business later. 

In 1927, Wallace and Howard Barbour bought their first truck and set 
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up a potato grading station in the building across from How's Store, where 
Cecil Foster lives. By that time, potato buyers were coming in, with trucks, 
from such points as Hamilton and Toronto and the death knell began to 
sound for the Railroad. However with Fred McMillan, Barbour Bros. and Grays 
all loading at the Station, as many as 3,000 bags could leave on the night train. 


Now, the local potato growers either have regular private customers or 
contracts to supply potato chip plants, 


DOcToRS 


In the 1800's and early 1900's the family doctor “was indeed a friend in 
need.” He was called out to scatiered farm and village homes in all kinds of 
weather, and his horse and cutter were a welcome sight. They worked cheerfully 
although they were inadequately reimbursed. 


‘The first record we have of a Doctor was Dr. Burnham, who lived in the 
house now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Fred Tarzwell, 

Dr. J. H. Hamilton had a residence and office on the corner of Station 
Road and Main Street in 1886, He later moved to Erin Village, 

Dr. Archie McKinnon who was coroner for Wellington and Dufferin 
Counties in 1890, died while here and is buried in Huxley’s Cemetery, 

Dr. A. Skippen married a local girl, a Miss Dyer, and moved to the U.S.A. 
Following him, Dr. George McKinnon, a son of Dr. Archie McKinnon, was 
hhere for a short time, 

Dr. Allan Gibson came in 1895 and brought his bride, the former Harriet 
Irvine. He built the drug store in 1907, and they lived in the large house where 
the McPherson Nursing Home is now. 

In 1924 he sold his property and drug store to Dr. E. C. A. Reynolds, who 
stayed until 1946 when Mr. Ken Ferrier bought the drug store and the house. 

Dr. B. Prior, Dr. Currie and Dr. Russell were here for short periods 
following this. 

As there was no residence for a doctor, some of the business men of the 
Village decided to do something about it, Nine men put up a thousand dollars 


each; they purchased a lot on George Street and built a house and office. 
Mr. H. C. Bowes supervised the work. 


Dr. Ross was the first doctor to five in the new residence. After his 
departure, Dr. Witton from Erin had an office for some time in Mr. Mortish 
Leader's apartment building, 








In 1953, Dr. John Steer bought the residence. He sold it and gave up his 
practice here in 1966 to move to London, Ontario, 
Hillsburgh has no resident doctor at the present time, 


DRUG STORES 


John Sorby had a drug store in the small building where Gray’s Locker 
was built. A Fred Himes worked for Sorby first and then began his own drug 
store where Glassford’s Butcher shop was later. 
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In 1907, Dr. Allan Gibson built and used the red brick two-storey building 
that we know as the drug store. Dr. Gibson was followed by Dr. E. C. A 
Reynolds and K. G. (Ken) Ferrier. In March 1949, Jim Gray brought the Drug 
Store, added six more stools to the lunch counter begun by the Ferriers, made 
a modern apartment in the upstairs and lived there. Mr. Gray was not a 
pharmacist, but he carried patent medicines, gifts, stationery and provided 
supplies to the local schools.The young people of the community always poured 
their troubles into his wife Muriel’s sympathetic ear. On June 1, 1966, Hugh 
Henning took over the business. 


NURSING HOMES 


When the flu epedemic of 1918 struck, Miss Catherine Carmichael who 
had been nursing in ‘Toronto, returned home to assist Dr. Gibson during the 
crisis. However, she remained to do local nursing for many years. Mr. and Mrs. 
Francis McPherson have been carrying on a Nursing Home here since 1959. 
Before them, Mrs. Allan Adams had a boarding home for elderly people. 


DENTISTS 


‘The older residents of Hillsburgh recall having teeth pulled by a Dr. Skinner 
who came one day a week from Erin and had his office over the present Post 
Office. Following this, Dr. James M. Abbott came from Erin, once a week, 
until his duties became too heavy. At about the same time, H. N. Rathbun, who 
Jived on a farm at the corner of the 4th line and #22 sideroad, was doing dental 
work in his home. He also visited other homes to provide service. Later, he 
and his wife, Rachel Awrey, moved to the house in Hillsburg, now owned by 
‘Mrs. James Allan, and he had his office in the hous 





In November 1925, Dr, Allan J, Buchanan opened his office above the 
store then owned by Charles Hall and son William. Later, he had offices, first 
upstairs and then downstairs, in the Mortish Leader apartments. In 1929, he 
moved to Acton, returning once a week to his Hillsburgh office until 1948. 
Using the Bachanan office, Dr. Bonar Bracken of Grand Valley came once a 
week. 


In June 1950, John Hollinger took over the Buchanan office and served 
the area full time for two years. Since 1952, there has been no dental service 
in Hillsburgh. 


VETERINARIANS 


‘An 1890 copy of the Beaver shows T. Babe as having his veterinary office 
in Gales Hotel (Exchange.) Dr. Thornton had his office in a small building where 
George Hall now lives. He is also known to have lived in Mrs. James Allen's 
house and in Mrs. Stanley Hall's house, Charles (Doc’) Davis later carried on 
business from the house below the tracks where Bertha Everson lives and his 
main remedy seemed to be, “Give him salts and bran mash.” Dr. Ashley, from 
Brisbane, (then Bristol) also served the area. 
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UNDERTAKERS 


In the 1880's John Viner living where Ivan Gray's ho 
At an early date, a Mr. Rijnhart was undertaker, 

D. H. (Dugald) Thomas had a furniture store and undertaking establishment 
where the Municipal Building is now. He may have introduced Credit buying, 
\6 we flind on the back of a song book he pul out, these words: “Don't wait 
till you have the money; ask for terms and you will find them easy.” This 
building will be remembered as having a large sky light, and the wallpaper 
books were displayed under this lighting, 





se is, made caskets 


Next came Wilfred Turner, living in the stone house across the street. His 
son, John, is now an undertaker in Orangeville. 





In May 1928, H. C. (Clifford) Bowes bought the business from Mr. Turner. 
William Bowes, his father, helped in the furniture store. In 1937, Mr. Bowes 
bought the large “Lacey house” at the corner of George and Main Streets, and 
in 1939 built an addition on the George Street side for furniture. He converted 
the downstairs of the original house to Funeral Home and made an apartment 
over both. When he moved to the new location in 1939, the former store was 
sold to Bill Sutton to be used as a flour and feed store. 





From 1952 to 1959, Clinton Swackhammer carried on the business, with 
our present Funeral Dircetor, Dave Butcher, taking over June 1, 1959. With 
@ growing furniture business, he has already had to enlarge his showroom at 
the back. 


BANKS 


The first bank in Millsburgh was a private bank, located where the post 
office is now, and owned by Alexander Richardson of Grand Valley. He came 
fone day a week to Erin and one day a week to Hillsburgh. He sold to the Union 
Bank (1905) and it was still known as the Union Bank when it moved to its 
present location, It was while Mr. C. E. Hilton was Manager that it became 
‘The Royal Bank of Canada. Managers remembered are: Walter Duthie, Percy 
Roberts, Edgar Good, William Beatty, C. E. Hilton, Harry Richardson, (grandson 
of the first bank owner), Wallace Napper, Archie Pow, Hugh Oxley (1967.) 











There have been two bank hold-ups. The first one was in 1944 when Mr. 
Hilton was manager. Late in the evening, three masked men entered the 
apartment above the bank and forced Mr. Hilton, at gun point, to go downstairs, 
demanding that he open the bank vault. He finally convinced them that the 
time lock was on for the night, and that even he couldn't open it, After taking 





about $25.00 from the Hilton's they bound their hands end left. This robbery 
was never solved. 

On April 12, 1960, a bold noon-hour hold-up was staged, when about 
$4,000 was taken. Because Muriel Dymek had jotted down the car license 





number and was able give it to the police, the robbers were captured at Palgrave 
in Jess than an hour. The experience left Mr. Oxley and his staff of Isobel 
MacDonald, Tolla Roszell and Laverne Swift a bit shaken, to say the least. 
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BUILDERS 


‘Alex Hyndman (living beside the Disciple Church) was an early carpenter 
in Hillsburgh, and worked with a contractor by name of John Bingham. In 
1890 they were attracted to Toronto by a building boom there. After a slump, 
Mr, Hydman returned and had a planing mill, operated by horse power, where 
the United Church is now. 


‘Two brothers, Charles and William Smith, were stone masons and not only 
worked on foundations for houses and barns, but built several fine homes of 
‘cut granite. Mrs. Archie Wilson's and Howard Awrey's (Mr. Smith's own home) 
fare two examples. Charles Smith also built many bridges — the one on the 
Station Road being a fine example, Mr. Hyndman's daughter, Orpha, married 
Charles Smith in 1911. 


E. and J. Rodgers were early stone masons also. 


Mr. William Robertson, brother-in-law of the Smith Brothers, was a brick- 
ayer and laid brick for most of the houses in town, So with Smith Brothers 
laying the foundations, Robertson and Puckering doing the bricklaying and 
plastering, Alex Hyndman the carpenter work, and a team of painters from 
Orangeville completing the job, houses were soon completed, The Royal Bank 
building having been built in the early 1880's is an example of their splendid 
workmanst 





Isaiah and John Awrey settled on Lots 24 and 25 in 1889, having purchased 
the property from Gooderham and Worts. They built the grist and cider mill 
‘and established a brick kiln in the hillside, just west of the mill. In 1894, using 
clay from their own farm, for the brick, they built the two large, red brick 
houses on the Station Road; also the business block now owned by McLachlan’s 
and Morrish Leader. 





‘A brother, Ben Awrey, built the residence at the station now owned by 
Jerry VanZoolen, The cellar of this house was especially constructed for potato 
storage. Ben built Mrs. Thomas Keenan’s house on George Street also. 


John Awrey built the large cement building beside the C.P.R. tracks for 
potato storage, Bruce Morette has converted this into a furniture factory, 
showroom and residence, Their fine chairs and chesterfield suites are upholstered 
in the old ‘Town Hall, also owned by Morette. Beginning operations in 1958, he 
now employs about ten men in the wood-working shop and eight for upholstering 
It certainly is Hillsburgh’s main industry, but because of the skills needed, much 
of the help is not local. 





Having gone from log homes to large brick two-storey homes, by the 1920's, 
William Somerville began building the smaller homes known as a storey and a 
half, There are at least seven or eight homes in town that he built, 
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Other carpenters have been James Suggit, Stanley Booth, Joe Hall, Albert 
Royce, Howard Graham, Jim Cheyne and Lancey Cheyne. 

Being confined by farms on the East and a series of ponds on the West, 
building sites are very scarce. 








Cockburn and Harrison ran a box factory and planing mill where Wayne 
Knight’s house now is. Part of this factory was used for the back kitchen of 
the brick house later built on the site, and another part taken across the road 
to the lot directly north of the Town Hall. 

In 1948 C. R. McKinnon bought the property directly south of the Town 
Hall and built 2 woodworking shop and lumber storage on the lot. He carries 
on a lumber and building supply business. 


TINSMITH AND HARDWARE STORES 


One of the older tinsmiths was Robert Galbraith. Joe MacMillan and 
William Lawson had a hardware and tinsmith business where Mrs, D. Reid's 
store is, and Fon Nodwell, a general store and hardware in the Leader building. 

In 1895, Duncan McConnell opened a hardware store in the building 
‘occupied now by F. Gray, then he moved to the brick building known now, for 
over fifty years, as “MeLzchlan’s” His brother-inJaw, Wesley Faulkner, did 
the tinsmithing for him, 

In 1914, he sold out to William McLachlan and the business is still carried 
on by Alex and son Bill, as W. A, McLachlan and Son. The car salestoom is, 
adjoining the hardware store, After McConnell sold the hardware business to 
MeLachlan’s, Wes Faulkner started his own plumbing shop where Ross McFee’s 
store is. 

In January 1930, Roy and Arthur McConnell purchased the plumbing and 
hardware business from their uncle Wes Faulkner and carried on where Ross 
McFee is now. Jack Faulkner, who had been helping his father, set up shop where 
the Locker later stood. 

In 1938, Art McConnell moved to a busin where, but in 1948, 
returned, just when oil heating was being introduced and he and his son Stuart 
have installed most of these furnaces in the community. 

From 1946 until 1951, Walter McFee was in partnership with Roy 
‘McConnell, later having an electrical supply store for about a year in the 
Eyerdell store (then owned by Mrs. James MeKitrick, whose daughter, Jessic, 
used the smaller half of the store as a Specialty Shop, selling ladies’ and 
children's wear). 

On December 1, 1954, Ross MeFee bought the McConnell hardware business 
and he and his wife Lois added toys, dishes and gift items to their stock. 























BARBERS 


In 1887, the Erin Advocate mentions Johnston Smith as a Hillsburgh 
barber, but when most people think of Hillsburgh barbers, they immediately 
think of Billie Everdell who had the double store on the east side of Main 
Street, using one half as a variey store and the other as a Barber shop. The 
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children of fifty years ago will recall the wonder of going upstairs at Christmas 
time to see “Toyland” in this store. When Mr, Everdell decided to reduce his 
stock, it took Bill Gr 





the local auctioneer, one whole afternoon in the Town 
Hall to dispose of the store contents, there being everything from snow shoes 
and fishing tackle to fine cut glass dishes. For a time there were two chairs 
is shop, and Howard Cox worked here. Mr. Everdell was also a great 
weather prophet and a later owner found dates, and the weather for those 
dates, written on the wall of a small closet under the stair 





ind 





‘A. Jack Warden (not the present one) had a barber shop where Ross 
‘McFee’s store is, for a short time, Mr, and Mrs, William Nixon (nee Nettie 
Awrey) lived in the apartment then known as the Awrey building, and their 
son Norman, had a barber shop and pool tables downstairs. Then came George 
Wheeler, husband of Bessie Awrey. 


Jack Campbell next opened a barber shop where Jack Warden's egg grading 
station is and lived where Norman Somerville lives, on Ann Street. Next 
e Bill Grundy — now in Erin —and in 1940, Alex Duncan, our present 
barber, bought the business. He carried on in this location till it was needed for 
egg grading. Then he bought a shop farther up Main Street beside the Municipal 
building. 





HAIRDRESSING 


Marguerite Coe did hairdressing in her parent's hotel, and could do a 
Jovely marcel wave, with hot marcel irons, before the present finger waves 
became popular. Mrs, Alex Duncan, Mrs, Ron Harnden & Mrs. Howard 
and Mrs, Jack Anthony 
(Margaret Hall) and Mrs. Ken Reilly (Marilyn Gray) have done hairdressing 
in town, on certain regular days. 





Graham. presently do hairdressing in their home 





CREAMERY AND MILK ROUTE, 


George Baldwin owned a creamery behind the present United Church and 
Awrey Bros, built a creamery on their property in the corner bordered by the 
CPR. tracks and the Station Road, This creamery was run by Flmer and Jack 
Madill and was destroyed by fire in 1906. 








Since Will Hall's and John & Isaiah Awrey's farms were practically in 
town, people came with their pails for milk, prices being Sc. a pint; 10c. a 
quart, and 20c, a quart for cream. The first door-to-door delivery was made 
by John Souter, then by Harry Hall and Sons. Waldie Steen and Sons were also 
delivering milk from their farm at the Sth line corner. Mungo Nodwell took over 
from Steen’s; Bob Lang from Brin next; and then Fred Steen bought the Erin 
Dairy in 1944 and has been delivering pasteurized milk ever since. During the 
winter of 1942, a terrific snow storm closed the roads for days and the late 
Jimmie Miller pulled milk, on a toboggan, up the track from Erin to houses 
with babies. 
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GRADING STATIONS. 





In 1944, before buying Hall’s store, Harman Leader opened Hillsburgh's 
rst eae grading station in his apartment building, His brother, Morrish, took it 
over in 1950 and gathered eggs on a regular route as well. 

From 1964 until 1966, Murray Binnie operated the business, which closed 
August 31, 196, 
John Warden opened a second egg grading station in the fall of 1955 in 


connection with his grocery store. It still operates under the name of Hillsburgh 
Produce. 





BUT 





ERS AND LOCKER PLANT 


Early: butcher shops appear to have been where Ross McFee’s store now 
is. Butchers known to have been there were: Andrew Hunter, William Mullen, 
Norman and Jim Potter; and John Spedding. Spedding delivered meat to the 
farm homes, as did Thomas Boyle, who operated from the shop later known 
as Glassford’s. A Mr. Gow had a fish wagon and made his rounds every Monday. 
His call of “Fresh Fish” could be heard a mile away (it is said), Colin Robertson 
had a fish shop where George Tilcox’s house is. 

Fred MeMillan then ran the lower Glassford shop, with Mac, Hollinger 
(father of John Hollinger who served here Iater as a dentist) as butcher. 





Then, about 1914, Glassford Bros. — Bill and Doug. — opened in the shop 
beside the Drug Store. Later, Doug. went to Toronto and Bill had a thriving 
business, When Bill’s health began to fail, his wife, Margaret, helped in the 
store and later carried on alone, until after his death. In 1964, she closed the 
shop and rented the space to McEnery Agencies for an insurance office. Ed. 
Dymek bought the equipment and Mrs. Glassford carried on in the Meat 
Department of their store. 


Arnold Rathbun opened butcher shops at two different times: about 1932, 
W's building, and in 1939 in the building that joined Bill Sutton’s feed 





store. 


In November 1944, Frank Gray began tearing down the small attached 
building which had housed Jack Faulkner's tinsmith shop and was later used 
as a cutting room by the Erin Townshio Red Cross. With the help of Bob Mann 
and Joe Hall, he had a modern Locker plant ready for operation by May 1945. 
It was a low pressure system, with no overhead coils. 








Alex Bessey hung the first quarter of beef in the cooler and he and his 
father, Leonard, (who had cut meat for the Beef Ring) cut many a beef for 
those who did not feel capable of cutting their own. 

With the advent of Home Freezers and pressure of Mr. Gray's accounting, 
insurance and manufacturing business, the Locker was closed November 30, 1963. 


BAKE SHOPS 


The small brick building on Jack Warden's lot housed the bake oven used 
by early bakers. No doubt they used the store to sell their wares. Joseph Grundy 
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(father of Russell and Roy Grundy who had bake shops in Erin) was the 
earliest baker remembered. A man by the name of Switzer was thought to have 
been in partnership with him, Next came Jack and Fred Rice and then a man 
by the name of Steeper. Davie West was followed by his son-inlaw, William 
Holt. The Holt’s also had an ice cream parlour in connection with their store 
and sold groceries as well. The Holt family sold the business to John Hall and 
moved to Hamilton. Both Mr, and Mrs, Hall added to the musical life of the 
community, 





When Mr. Hall moved to a business in Lucknow in 1938, he sold to his 
nephew, George Ellenton, whose daughter, Elinor, helped in the store. In 
September 1952, the present owners, Jack and Betty Warden, bought the store. 


In October 1931, Mr. and Mrs. Bert Weeks and Bert Jr. moved from Alton 
and Mr. Weeks began baking in the coal-fired oven and selling from Zohn Hall's 
store, and he also delivered to the farms. Bob Somerville drove the bread truck 
and later Bert Jr. About two years later, Weeks opened their own bake shop 
in the downstairs of the present Leader apartments and the Weeks family lived 
upstairs. 





When Harman Leader bought the general store from Mrs, William Hall Jr. 
in October 1948, he installed a more modern bake oven in the building attached 
to the rear of the store, and Mr. Weeks baked there. However, a disastrous 
fire, in this section of the building, in 1951 destroyed the equ 
gas-fired oven was placed in the store basement and when the store was sold in 
December 1955 to James McLaren, the bake oven was moved to the Leader 
apartments and continued in use until Mr. Leader moved to Creemore in 1957. 






PARKS AND SPORTS 


Hillsburgh has always been a community keenly interested in sports, and 
one dare not pick out any outstanding athletes because there have been so 
many. Before the present park was provided, boys gathered there for ball games. 
The field then belonged to the Donaldson and Carmichael farm. Later they 
played in a field on the Nodwell farm, just below the present Presbyterian 
Manse. A group of business men put up the $500 to buy the present park, and 
it was called Victoria Park, (jokingly called “Sunburn Park” by many because 
of its lack of shade). A race track was laid out and a small two-storey building 
was placed beside the track, This building housed a booth below and a judges’ 
stand, or bandstand, above. The judges’ stand was reached by # set of outside 
steps. 


The Spring Horse Show, sponsored by the Erin Agriculture Society, was 
THE big event in the Park. This was the time for all the women to appear in 
their new spring outfits. We learn that the Horse Show was first held on the 
tract of land behind Albert Falconer’s house, (this being a hotel at the time.) 

Later, Garden Parties were held in the park with as many as three or 
four organizations holding @ garden party in one season. Jimmy Faux was the 
best known of the entertainers. In 1927, the Women’s Institute (then known as 
the Hillsburgh Junior Women’s Institute) was instrumental in having a permanent 
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platform, with dressing rooms, built in the Park for the sum of $100. They 
also helped build the swings and teeters. The stage and the bandstand have now 
disappeared and a new booth has been built, 


The Park has also been the home of the Hillsburgh Rifle Club which is 
the oldest in Ontario. It was organized in 1888 by a group of teen-aged boys 
from SS. #5 East Garafraxa who had been meeting on Neil McCormick's farm, 
Some of these boys were: Malcolm, John and Jim Milloy; Charles and Joe 
Dyer; Neil McCormick; Samuel, Robert and Will Nodwell. 





In October 1948 when the Club celebrated its Diamond Anniversary, 
Charles Dyer was the only living charter member and was presented with a gold 
pin and wallet. 


In 1964, Clarence Bryan and Alex Duncan organized a Junior Club for 
boys over twelve years of age and there are sixteen boys presently carrying on 
the tradition of fine marksmanship. 


Because of the great interest in ball, it was decided that floodlights would 
extend the playing season greatly, and in May 1950, with Tom Hope as president 
of the Business Men’s Association, this project was undertaken. Six 50-foot 
poles were shipped in from British Columbia and the Ontario Hydro gave 
the local organization great assistance. Robert Saunders, chairman of the Ontario 
Hydro Commission, officiated at the turning on of the lights on May 24, 1950, 
The cost of $5,000 was raised on notes and paid off in a year and a half. The 
Hillsburgh Senior ball team was winner of the Tri-County League trophy for 
six years in a row (1957 — 1962), and the 1966 Girls’ Team made a splendid 
showing. With ninety-two Junior boys registered for play in 1967, and a 
girls’ team, and no doubt, the Senior boys’ tam ready to go again, baseball 
will not soon die out in Hillsburgh. 








Awrey Brothers also established a Park at the end of George Street. There 
was a pavillion, band stand, and a wharf for boating on the pond, Sunday 
School picnics, etc., were held here. However, the pond was shortly sold to the 
Caledon Mountain Trout Club and this park was short lived. 





Other sports that have been enjoyed, for short periods, were lawn bowling 
on Isaiah Awrey’s lawn; tennis on Dr. Gibson’s lawn, and shuffle board behind 
the bank, In the early 1930's, a tennis club was again organized and a court 
built where Lawrence Sargent’s house now stands. It was lit for night playing. 
Funds being low and repairs needed, the court was sold to Frank Johnson, 
Erin, as a building fot, and the money used to place a playing surface in the 
north-east comer of the Park. This surface was unsatisfactory and no more 
tennis was played 


Horseshoe pitching was enjoyed in the 1930's, first behind Gray's Feed 
Store, and later behind Lacey's store. Horseshoe Pitching contests were held at all 
the Fall Fairs and Bill and Joe Hall were often among the prize winners. 

‘One must not forget the many splendid plays staged over the years, the 
nights of practice providing a winter of entertainment, Splendid talent was 
developed and Mrs. Bert Weeks produced and played in many of these dramas. 
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TOWN HALL 


‘We have been unable to establish the correct location of the first Town Hall; 
some remember Nomination Meetings in a building beside How's store and 
others believe it to have been on the lot directly north of the brick Town Hall, 
and some where the Presbyterian Manse is, The next Town Hall was built in 
1887. The Oddfellows and Workmen Societies were jointly responsible for its 
being built. It was a two-storey brick building, the second storey being used 
for the lodge room of the two societies. The general contractor was John MeNally 
and he is said to have taken the contract at $1,000 and lost money. The 
contractor for the brick work was John Hunt and Son, Brampton. The date 
stone is a work of art, showing, beside the name and date, two maple leaves 
and a beaver cut in the stone. In later years, the upstairs was used by the Orange 
Lodge, the Public Library, and the Hillsburgh Band, The last event believed to 
hhave been held in the old Town Hall was a card party by the Auxiliary Institute, 
and the converted oil furnace smoked so badly everyone went home looking as 
though they had been at a threshing. It was sold to Bruce Morette in 1962. 





Although the basement of the Township Municipal Building could be used 
for small gatherings, the need for a public hall was urgent. The village trustees 
held numerous mectings with the Township Council, but no headway seemed to be 
made. Finally, the Hillsburgh Community Association was formed, with Tom 
Hope as President, and work began in 1962, The dressing rooms were torn 
from the front of the existing arena and the new cement block, tow-storey 
Community Centre was built parallel to the Main Street, with the downstairs 
‘opening onto the arena ice surface. Toilets, dressing rooms, snack bar, committee 
room and fire hall take up the first floor, with a large dance floor, stage, cloak 
room and well-equipped kitchen upstairs. 





At times, the cost of $44,000 seemed almost out of reach, but with a 
$10,000 grant from the Ontario Government and Erin Township Council giving 
$5,000 to the Centre and $2,000 to the Fire Hall; $10,000 raised on notes at 
the bank; donations from the Lions Club; chesterfields and livestock donated 
for draws, as well as cash donations, it was soon brought to @ point where the 
numerous dances and fund-raising events took care of the balance. 


‘The Centre opened February 1, 1963, with over 800 in attendance. A 
hockey match and dance were held, with Rev. Death dedicating the building to 
the youth of the community. 


By October 1965, the building was free of debt and had proved itself to 
be a wonderful asset to the community, 


ARENA 


To provide ice surface for the children of the village, outdoor rinks are 
known to have been run by Patterson Bros. behind the present Dymek store, 
Alf, and Giff, Collins maintained one about 1907-08 where the present rink is. 
Billy Hornet had a rink in the park and Fon Nodwell had one between the 
creek and his hardware store on Main Street. The town ponds provided excellent 
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skating and while Harray Tate was principal of the Public School here, he 
organized the first Skating Carnival. It was held on the pond with Alex and 
Flora McLachlan winning the speed skating events. Dr. Reynolds just having 
moved to town, Mrs, Reynolds was one of te judges. 

At a street dance held in 1925, $1,000 was raised toward building a 
‘Skating Rink. The committee formed for this tremendous project was Steve Huxley, 
‘Mungo Nodwell, Dr. Reynolds, Robert Barbour and Alex McLachan, They 
formed a stock company, selling shares for $10 each. Then, as now, people 
of the Burg got behind their undertakings, and with EVERYBODY helping, 
the arena was started late in October 1925 and was finished by Christmas, 
Elbert Loggan drew the plans on the back of a calendar and oversaw the work 
which was carried out by Billie Somerville and Bill Barbour with their locat 
helpers. On opening night, Mr. Loggan decided to take a turn around the ice, 
only to fall and break an ankle. 





When first built, the arena housed a Ladies’ Rest Room, furnished with 
rockers, couch, ete. Soon it became apparent that the public was abusing these 
facilities and the space was used to increase the Rink Dressing Rooms, 

In 1952, hockey regulations called for a larger ice surface and a 30-foot 


extension was added to the arena. This cost $3,000 and was handled by notes 
‘The Business Men's Association took charge of this. 





With men and women curling, and boys wanting to play minor hockey, the 
weather was becoming too undependable; so in 1966, an artificial ice plant was 
installed at a cost of $16,500. The Hillsburg Community Association, with their 
President, Norman Cunningham, was in charge; but as usual, the local men turned 
out in large’ numbers to work bees, thus cutting the cost. The balance was 
financed by notes and donations, and by the end of the first season (April 1967) 
it was paid for, 





1966-67 was the first season for minor hockey in Hillsburg and 112 boys 
were registered. At the close of the season, two hundred sat to a Father and 
Son banquet served by the players’ mothers. George Wheeler should be given 
much credit for organizing both junior hockey and baseball 





PORES 


Although many of the stores have been dealt with in other chapters, the 
‘one owned by William Donaldson and John Carmichael seems to have played 
a major role in Hillsburgh’s carly life. They had a millinery shop upstairs and 
kept as many as three women busy. Later, Millie Boyle, assisted by Myrle 
Hall, had a hat shop where Jack Warden’s egg grading station is. About 1910-11, 
Mr. Donaldson retired and Mr. Carmichael and son, John Jr. carried on, 
selling to Chas. Hall later. Mr. Halls son, Bill assisted him in the 
store and they bought eggs which Bill took to Toronto by car. Shortly after 
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How's Store, Hillsburgh 





the father's death, Bill was killed in a car accident at Brisbane corner and 
his wife, Luella, carried on until Harman Leader bought the business and 
building. Jim McLaren and his wife, Jean, are the present owners and have 
added a meat department to the former facilities 








Ed, and Wilson Patterson ran a general store where Dymek’s are now, 
later moving (o the Leader building. 


H, J, Lacey started the first Lacey store in Frank Gray's building, moving 
into the store on the comer of Main and George Streets when Patterson's 
left. The building had been built by his father, George A. Lacey, and at th 
time, his brother George C. Lacey came into the business with him. Later, 
he carried on alone again until his sons, George and Garnet, were old enough 
to assist. As well as having a well-stocked general store, Lacey's bought cream, 
eggs, and dressed fowl 





In 1929, George and Gar. formed Lacey Bros. and continued the business, 
selling to Ed. and Muriel Dymek in June 1956. Dymek’s have also added @ 
meat and frozen food department. 


Dougal Reid bought the store used by the U.F.O. in 1923 and carried on 
a general store until he met his death in a stone blasting accident in 1934. 
Mrs, Reid, who is over eighty, lives alone and carries on her store duties as 
well as making numerous aprons and quilts for sale. 


Hillsburgh’s latest store is the Sc. to $1.00 Variety store opened in the 
Leader apt, by Mr. and Mrs. Roy Brown, in December 1966. 
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IMPLEMENT AGENCIES 





Bill Everdell had one of the earlier implement business and ca 
in the building formerly used as a box factory (where Wayne Knight's house 
is now). 


Later, part of this building was taken across the road to the lot where 
Duncan McDougall’s house is now, and William Barden used it as the location 
for his implement and car sales business. Mr. Barden next used Bill Glassford’s 
barn before buying the large barn on Ann Street from Waldie Steen, in 1926. 
He sold this business to his son Melwood, who carried on an implement and 
farm supply business until sold to Jack Graham, the present owner, in 1960. 
Mr. and Mrs, Barden still have their hackney show horses. 





Just prior to Mr, Barden’s business, Charles Hall opened an implement 
business in the present Leader building. When R, R. Barbour and sister Mary 
‘Ann retired to Hillsburgh, he bought the implement business from Mr. Hall. 
Mr. Barbour also bought wool from a large surrounding area. After Mr. 
Barbour came John May, Barbour Bros., Wes. Beatty and Bill Sutton. 


GARAGES AND CAR AGENCH 





Mr. James Russell, the Station Agent, had the first car in Hillsburgh. It 
was a Regal purchased in 1911 


Oddly enough, McLachlan’s, who have held the Chevrolet agency here 
for fifty-two years, had a Ford car first, which they secured from J. E, 
Smith & Co., Orangeville, in exchange for a horse and buggy. 


However, while attending the C.N.E. in 1915, Mr. McLachlan saw that 
the Chevrolets had self-starters on them, and upon coming home, reported to 
his son Alex that they should be handling them. Alex immediately made the 
trip to their West Toronto office and made the arrangements. Later, when 
cars were produced in the Oshawa General Motors plant, it was quite an 
honour to be asked to make the trip to Oshawa to drive home a new car 
for McLachlan’s. Alex McLachlan and son Bill carry on the business at 
present and Elmer Reed has been in their employ since 1929. 








In 1922, Bob Sargent bought the property known as the Byrne Shop, 
from Emie Ward, who had used it as a blacksmith shop. Mr. Sargent sold 
Durant cars and did garage work as well as having an implement agency. In 
answer to an advertisment, Arthur Hart came to run the Sargent blacksmith 
shop and boarded with the Sargent's till married. 








Mr. Sargent was @ very talented inventor but appears to have been about 
forty years ahead of the times, because in 1923, he invented a snowmobile, 
having two sets of runners and propelled by a gas engine and airplane 
propellor. The following year, using a car, he narrowed the wheel base, and 
with runners on front and wheels in the rear, there are those who remember 
making trips to Guelph in this vehicle. 





About 1927, he made a snow plow, and with it mounted on Jack Irwin's 
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gasoline tractor, opened the road from Hillsburgh to Brisbane. Heavy snow 
drifts caused the tractor gears to keep breaking so snow ploughing was given 
up for a number of years, 


In January 1946, Sargent sold his garage business to Tom Hope, the 
present owner. The brick blacksmith shop at the rear of the property has been 
torn down and a heated steel shed built to house his two school buses. Mr. 
Hope and Norman Cunningham, with assistant drivers, Bert Awrey and Jack 
Graham, bring the children to the Ross. R, MacKay public school. 

Earlier makes of cars sold in Hillsburgh were Gray-Dort, by William Barden, 


and Ross MacKay; Hudson-Essex by Wes. Faulkner; and the Maxwell by 
Charles: Hall 





James Johnson built the garage where Ivan Gray is now, selling it to 
Jim Loghrin, and he in turn to Ivan, who opened for business January 1, 
1960, after having served his apprenticeship in W. A. McLachlan’s garage. 


Johnson, owning the house directly north of the Baptist Church, then 
built a small garage on that property and installed gas pumps. When he 
moved to Fergus, he sold to Mr. Kurtz, and shortly, they sold to Bud and 
‘Theda Jansen, who built the small lunch room and called it “Track-B.” Their 
son-inJaw ran the garage. In September 1964, Bert and Evelyn Rodgers 
bought the property and operate gas pumps, snack bar and small dining-room. 
This is Hillsburgh’s only dining-room, at the present time, In 1966, Bert put 
billiard tables in the room adjacent to the garage. 





Gerald Bayne and John Graham also supply gas to the motoring public, 
CONSTRUCTION 


Russell Cax (Cox Construction, Guelph) began in Hillsburgh, and Carl Dyer 
was in partnership with him for a about a year. David Barbour as well as 
farming, built up the construction company, which was made into David 
Barbour and Co. Ltd. in 1959, On January 1, 1966, he sold his equipment to 
Nelles Construction, Acton 





REAL ESTATE 


Real Estate agents seem to be fairly new to our way of life, as no one 
seems to remember who did it in olden days. Presently engaged (1967) in the 
business are Roy McConnell, Erie Awrey, Dave Barbour and Mrs. Alice 
Boyd. After retiring from the farm, John McFee also sold real estate for a time. 
Until ill health caused him to give it up. Albert Falconer carried on an 
extensive business, 


THESHERS 


‘The young people who see nothing but combines in use today can scarcely 
realize that at one time every farmer must haul his entire crop into the barn 
and wait his turn for the local thresher to arrive. This operation went on into 
late fall. Early threshers were: George Tarzwell, William McMillan, James 
Suggitt, Jack Irwin, William Barden, and then Ed. Lane and Bert Price. 
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PAINTING AND DECORATING 

Billie Cooper lived in the small building where Gray’s later built the 
Locker and had his shop at the back of the former blacksmith shop at Mill 
and Ann Streets, He was especially noted for woodwork graining. Others who 
helped beautify Hillsburgh homes were, Billie Hornet, Fred Smith, Clifford 
‘Thomson, John Campbell, Doug Carmichael and Henry Pounder. In 1966, Paul 
Tocher opened a paint store in the former Bill Everdell store. Although sign 
painting is his main business, he has paint, wallpaper and floor coverings for 
sale. 


BUS SERVICE 


Until 1942, pupils wishing to go to Erin Continuation School were obliged 
to board in Erin all week, or find their own transportation to and from, 
each day. As a result, many parents thought this too expensive and children 
were kept home after completing Public School. When we see the endless 
fleets of school buses in operation today, we must remember that John (Mac) 
Maude of Orangeville pioneered this movement in Hillsburgh. Driving a 
large Packard car, he began making daily trips to Erin, with school pupils. 
In 1942, Bill McLachlan, Jr, was among those first passengers. Later, Mr. 
Maude owned and operated the Royal City Coach Line bus from Orangeville 
to Guelph, making a regular call in Hillsbugh. Passenger trade declined, until 
now there is no bus or passenger train service out of Hillsburgh, 








John Maude also owned the Royal City Transpert which he sold to Stuart 
McKinnon in August 1952, he, in tum, selling to Overland Express in 
October 1959, 


‘One of these school buses was involved in Hillsburgh’s greatest tragedy, 
when on January 28, 1960, the Erin District High School bus and C.P.R. 
freight train were in collision at the crossing on #22 sideroad below the 
village. The ensuing fire took the lives of Kareen Awrey, Donna Jackson, and 
Gudrun Koch, Calvin Leitch, the driver, died later in hospital. One of the 
worst ice storms in history had disrupted telephone service just a few weeks 
before, and when pupils did not arrive home at the regular time, there were no 
phones in service to make calls. Even when the accident became known, area 
hospitals could not be called to ascertain the extent of injuries. 








FIRE PROTECTION 


In the 1920's the Village trustees bought the first fire equipment. There were 
two barrels of chemical mounted between two wheels and it had to be drawn 
by hand if the fire were close, or behind a small truck. Probably the last 
time this equipment was used was at the house fire in 1942 when Mrs. Mark 
Carmichael lost her life, The present fire brigade are restoring it as their 
Centennial. project. 
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When Bert Awrey’s Feed Store burned on October 11, 1957, and it was 
feared more stores would be lost, there was great agitation for fire equipment, 
but not until the fire of February 24, 1965 that destroyed the Presbyterian 
Church and frame house beside it, was anything done, In the fall of 1965, the 
Erin Township Council, at a cost of $29,000, placed a fire truck and equipment 
in the two-door fire hall that had been built in readiness two years before. 
Ivan G. Gray was appointed Fire Chief, with Bob Cheyne as Deputy and Bob 
Evans, Jack Graham and Jack Leachman serving as captains. 


In 1966 the Village of Hillsburgh bought a used oil truck and converted 
in to a water tanker for added equipment, Much credit should be given to 
these twenty men who give of their time to answer calls so promptly. 





HILLSBURGH BAND. 


In 1944, eight interested people turned out for practice at the home of 
James Tarzwell. He had not expected to take over the leadership of the band, 
but during the war years, difficulties were encountered and he set to work 
to build it up. At one time there were as many as 45 members in this band. 





He also organized a Junior band, with the promise to junior members that 
when a certain degree of proficiency had teen rezched, they would be promoted. 
One of the band members was Fred McMillan who had attended the first 
practice. of Hillsburgh’s first band, fifty years earlier. 


‘The first outdoor appearance of the band was on May 8, 1945, when 
they paraded through the streets of Orton, Hillsburgh and Erin, joining in 
the victory celebrations for Germany’s surrender. 


After four years, Charles Allen of Fergus took over Mr. Tarzwell’s duties. 


Their navy blazers worn with grey flannel skirts and trousers presented 
a pleasing sight when performing at Garden Parties, jamborees, banquets, picnics 
and parades. 

The band, sorry to say, has now disbanded. 

Besides Fred McMillan, other members of the earlier band were William 
Everdell, Mr. Haines, R. D. Nodwell and Bill McNally. Their band stand was 
at the corner of Main and Mill Streets, about where the present telephone 
both is. 


LIBRARY 


‘The library has been housed in a series of locations. ‘The first one remem- 
bered was at the back of Bill Everdell’s store. Records of the present library 
show that it was established in 1922 and some of the first books were bought 
with money raised by presenting a play. Joe MacMillan was librarian and it 
‘was upstairs in the Town Hall. For a short period, it was where Jack Warden's 
egg grading station is, and in 1930, Mrs. Fred MacMillan became librarian. 

About 1931-32 a small house was moved from the lot where George 
Lacey's house is, to the present site beside the creck on Main Street. After 
being given a stucco finish it has served the community well, as did Mrs. 
MacMillan who continued as librarian until March 1, 1965, when the present 
librarian, Mrs, Ross Leitch, began her duties. 
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HILLSBURGH SENIOR WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 


The Hillsburgh Senior Women’s Institute was organized in Stanley Park, 
Erin, on June 21, 1904, The first president was Mrs. C. J. McMillan, and the 
first secretary-treasurer was Miss Libby McMillan. Mrs. R. C. Nodwell was 
vice-president. She was also the first president of Centre Wellington District. 
For a short while, Erin and Hillsburgh held meetings alternately. 





‘The 50th Anniversary was held in the Disciple Church, Hillsburgh, in 
June of 1954, Miss Ada Currie, a charter member, gave an historical address, 
We find that the ladies were very active in community activities, relief work 
for various causes, and trying to live up to their motto, “For Home and 
Country.” During the first world war, they were knitting and sending boxes 
of treats overseas every month to the boys from this community. They were: 
William Nodwell, Harold McConnell, Robert McNally, Hugh McMillan, 
William Hornet, Ernie Royce, J. Huxtible, Howard VanWyck, Jack McLachlan, 
T. Tarzwell, Ed. Nodwell, Bernie Russell and Miss Marjorie Carmichael 





In later years, they supported and canvassed for the Canadian National 
Institute for the Blind, as their main project. 


In April of 1966, with many regrets, it was found best to disband, and 
so closed another door of history. 

‘The last President was Mrs. John McFee, and the last Secretary-Treasurer, 
Miss Jean Sinclair. 





HILLSBURGH AUXILLARY WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 


‘This Insitute was formerly the Hillsburgh Junior Women’s Insitute, The 
organization meeting, held January 18, 1922, took place at the conclusion of 
a short course in Domestic Science and Home Nursing held in the Christian 
Church basement. 


The first executive chosen were as follows: President—Maude Orr; Vice— 
President—-Gladys Nodwell; Secretary-Treasurer—Ida Wheeler (ist 3 months) 
and Margaret Dyer (remainder of the year). Directors—Florence Sinclair and 
Pearl McLachlan, 





Charter members were: Maude Orr, Ida Wheeler, Margaret Dyer, Florence 
Sinclair, Lula Berry, Belle Delaney, Elsie Dyer, Gladays Nodwell, Flora 
McGill, Annie Burrows, Donelda McGill, Budah Barbour, Elsie Barbour, Clara 
Tarzwell, Nellie E. Jackson, Hazel Bryan, Pearl McLachlan, Elsie Thomson, 
Myrtle Hall, Elva McAllister, Vera Bryan, Fern Thompson, Edna Sutton, Jessie 
Lacey, Verna Gray, Alice Lush, Marjorie White, Irene McDougall and Minnie 
Hall. 





On May 15, 1947, the Silver Anniversary was celebrated with a special 
meeting and afternoon tea in the Christian Church basement. Miss Florence 
Eadie from the Institutes Branch, Toronto, was guest speaker. 

‘At about this time, members who had belonged for fifteen or twenty 
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years realized that the mame “Junior” was becoming a bit ridiculous; then too 
there was a group of young girls in the community to form a new Junior 
Women’s Institute, so in June 1948, it became the Hillsburgh Auxiliary 
Institute, 


‘The Institute aims to work for “Home and Country” and during World 
‘War IT they were praised at a District Annual meeting for having given the 
most money. of any area branch, toward war work, Since the Community 
Centre opened, they: have given the window drapes and dishes to set for over 
one hundred, Their Centennial project is to be further improvements to the 
Centre. 


‘The President for the first half of 1967 was Mrs, Hugh Oxley and for the 
1967-68 year, Mrs, Oliver Somerville. Mrs. Mercer Jackson is Secretary. 


JUNIOR INSTITUE 


‘The Erin Township Junior Institute was organized on May 20th, 1948. 
The first meeting was held in Coe’s Hotel. Elinor McKinnon (Barbour) was 
elected President and Mary E. Currie, Secretary-Treasurer. There were 18 
members. 


The meetings were held in conjuction with the Erin Township Junior 
Farmers and held in Hillsburgh and Ballinafad Halls and in the homes of the 
‘members. 


It was an active group participating in County and Provincial competitions 
and Field Days, Many local community activities were sponsored including 
church services plays, garden parties, dances, etc. 

From this group, Mildred Parkinson was appointed a Junior Provincial 
Board Member of the Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario for 1951-1953. 

‘The group disbanded in April 1956. Mrs. Dick Buckles was President and 
‘Mrs. John Reid, Secretary-Treasurer. Others holding office were: Mildred 
Parkinson, Jeanette Graham, Verna Beatty, Millie Robinson, Annie Leitch, 
‘Mrs. Gordon Gregson, Jean Sinclair, and Mrs. Earl Sutton, 





CENTURY FARMS 





“MacMURCHY HOMESTEAD FARM 185S—1967" 


Donald MacMurchy was born in Cantyre, Argylisher, Scotland on April 
10, 1828, coming to Erin Township with his parents at the age of thirteen. 
He lived on the eighth line, lot 23, until 185: 





He married Mary Green and purchased the farm above Hillsburgh, 
Concession 7, lot 26, from Alexander Grant, for $800. Interest on the mortgage 
at this date was 6%. 


There were four sons—Thomas, Norman, John and Charles; two daughters 
—Mary and Rose. The log house was replaced in 1875 at an estimated cost 
of $1,500. 


Charles MacMurchy, youngest son, married Fannie Reed in 1903 and 
took over the farm. There were four children—Helen, Donald, Olive and 
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‘Norman, 

In 1911, the present barn was built, Several years later, a Delco plant was 
installed to generate electricity until the Caledon Electric power came to 
Hillsburgh. 


Donald married Mae Folliott of King in 1936 and took over the farm. 
There are three children—Robert, Charles and Mary 





A smaller barn was built in 1963 on part of the o 





“NODWELL CENTURY FARM 1838—1967” 


‘The Nedwil’s (the original name) came from county Londonderry, Ireland 
and were Presbyterians. Loss of a valuable stock of horses by anthrax seems 
to have had an influence on their decision to come to America. 


William Nodwell and his second wife, Letitia Dunn, with their family, 
Janded in Quebec in the Fall of 1838 and are said to have travelled all the 
way to Erin in wagons drawn by oxen. 


Coming to Toronto, William Nodwell looked at a farm on Yonge 
Street; also at the Henderson farm on the seventh line, west of Georgetown, 
but came on to lot 24, eight concession, of Erin. It is believed he paid the 
same price per acre as that asked for the two farms he had looked at. 


‘The first log buildings are believed to have been much farther in from 
the road—probably where the present grove of pine tress are. 


Misfortune again struck, because within a year, the house and all its 
contents were lost by fire. He then sold the north-east half of the lot to Angus 
McMurchy and a new log house, barn and stables were built near the site 
of the present farm buildings. 





‘A new frame barn was built in 1857 and added to from time to time. The 
large brick house was built in 1868. 


William Nodwell, the original owner, died in 1845, His will, written by 
the late William How, divided the farm land between his sons Robert and 
‘Thomas. Robert bought 100 acres of land in East Garafraxa and traded it to 
Thomas for his half of the home farm, thus becoming sole owner of the 
homestead. 

Robert’s son, R. D., took over the farm operations about 1895 at the 
time of his marriage to Lillias Young. At this time, the brick house at the 
entrance to the lane was built for his parents and an unmarried sister to 
retire to, 

R. D. and son Mungo carried on extensive farming operations, being 
especially well known for the growing of seed potatoes. 

‘About 1926, Mungo assumed the farm responsibilities and he and his 
wife, Lillian Ferguson, kept a large dairy herd. 

‘Since Mungo’s death in 1963, his daughter Mary and husband, Dick 
Buckles, have rented the farm. This farm has always been known as “Homestead 
Farm.” 
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S. No. 7 
‘TEACHERS AT CEDARVALE SCHOOL 
Albert Robertson previous to 1901 


Record Commencing at 1901: 





1901-1904 Miss Annie E. Fielding 1923-1934 M. Arline Towriss 
1904-1908 Miss Mabel Thomson 1934-1938 Marjorie Thomson 
1909(Aug) 1910 Mrs. Sullivan 1938-1942 L. Jean Akitt 
1911-1913 Q. M. Overland 1942- Myrtle L. White (till Xmas) 
1913-1917 Mary M. Reid 1943-1946 Mrs. M. G. Reed 
1918- Marion C. Morton. 1946-1948 Mary Currie 
1919-1921 Rita Oakes 1948-1949 Mrs. Norma N. Lovell 

Rae A. Arnold 1949-1951 Mrs. Ruth Papple 
1921- 1951-1954 Miss Joanne Julian (Turner) 
1922- Rae. A. Arnold 1954-1955 Ward Hamilton 

Ruth Little 1955-1962 Mildred F. Watson 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF CEDARVALE 


1, In the year 1842, a log school house was built on the homestead of Mr. 
French, Lot 8. Sth line, now owned by Ward Hamilton farm. The school had 
four small windows, one door and a dirt floor. The pupils sat on wooden benches. 

2. In 1865, a frame school with a four-sided roof was built on lot 8 just 
below the first one. This school had only one door. Water was carried from a 
spring half a mile away on Mr. French’s farm, 


The interior of the school was dark and gloomy as four blindless windows 
let in insufficient light. There were long benches without backs. Some desks were 
fastened to the wall. A teacher's desk and stove were in the centre of the room. 
‘There was a small blackboard, four foot square. In 1867, a brown metal con- 
federation plaque was presented to the rural schools, 


Two well remembered teachers at this second school were Mr. Christopher 
Hamilton and Miss McDonald. 


3. In 1873, a new site was selected on lot 11. Another frame building with 
two small entry lobbies was built. In addition a small woodshed was built adjoin- 
ing the west front corner. Here such things as the winter cord wood was storé 
along with the prized planks and blocks, that at Christmas time magically became 
fa stage for the annual concert, These buildings were built by farmer and con- 
tractors, McDonalds. 





Mr. Thompson Smith, Mr, William Griffin, and Mr. Archie Sinclair were 
trustees responsible for looking after the building of the school on lot 11. 
School opened in September with Miss McDonald as teacher the first three 
months and then Miss Young taught. 
During Mr. Homer McLelland's teaching term, bricks were purchased from 
Given’s and the school was bricked. The two small entry porches were now 
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Cedarvale School, picture taken in 1936 


torn down and a long frame lobby was built. 

No fence was put up for some twenty years. Then a rail was put on three 
ssides with a picket one along the front. A small hand gate led to the school entry. 

‘The first well was dug in east front corner of the school grounds but the 
water was not fit for drinking. One pupil tells of the teacher asking the girls 
not to change their “pinnies” for the next day classes as they would be gathering 
stones to fill in the well the next day. Much to the teacher's sorrow, the inspector 
made his annual visit the next day. 

‘Water was carried from Mr. Colin McMillan’s lot 10. 

Some years later (1909) another well was dug between the early well and 
the school. This one was also replaced. 

‘A third and last well was dug in 1935 and is still sending forth splendid 
water. 

‘After the school was built, spruce trees were planted along the front fence, 
and are still there; they are now very large trees. 

As the school was nestled in a clearing of cedars, a very thoughtful teacher 
later gave the name “Cedarvale” to the scheol, 





In 1931, the schoolyard was enlarged to an acre from half an acre. A 
small creck which passed through the yard wes forced to change its course outside 
the grounds. The cost to the section for this land was sixty dollars. ‘This half 
acre was purchased from Mr. William Kennedy. 

‘There were at first wooden seats, later iron framed double ones. In 1929 
they were replaced with single seats. 

Dark paper was used as a blackboard first, then painted boards, and about 
1895 slate boards were used. 
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At one time two rows of stove pipes passed through the room from a 
small box stove, then a single row of pipes after a chimney was built in 1929. 


‘A new ceiling was put in in 1901 and five years later a hardwood floor 
replaced the first wide pine boards. 

‘The first flag pole was put up in 1909. 

In 1928 the board of trustees purchased a piano for $200.00. 

In those early days the teacher had very little, if any, equipment to aid 
them in theit work. A pupil of those early days well remembers the willow or 
birch rod, the cat ‘o' nine tails and the dunce's cap. 

Mr. James Kilgour was the inspector followed by Mr. J. J. Craig, after his 
dleath in 1928. Mr. L. P. Menzies took the position. Dr. G. G. McNab followed 
him, Mr. W. R. McVittie was inspector from 1945 to 1959. Mr. S. G. Oakes was 
appointed for 1960, Mr. C. R. Whitfield is present inspector in the consolidated 
schools of the townships 

Much of this history was gathered by Miss M. Thomson (1935) and recorded 
in one old the old registers. 

‘These are some of the pupils who took up professions: 

Mr David Burt—Disciple minister 

Mr. William J. McLean—a school inspector in Alberta 

Dr. Martha Smith—missionary to India 

Dr. Samuel Johnson—of Toronto General Hospital 

Mr, Robert Thompson—an engineer in a large American flour mill 

Mr, Hilliard MeMillan—civil engineer 

In 1933 the flag pole was repaired. It cost $1.00 for peeling and painting it, 

During 1934, the school was the recipient of a silver cup competed for each 
year in the Erin Agricultural Fair. Cedarvale won this cup in 3 successive years 
land retained this cup. The competition was for the best decorated float of 
farm produce, This cup was taken to Brisbane on the closing of Cedarvale. 











In 1934, changes took place in the school itself. New lavatories were built 
jn the front lobbies replacing the early, very air conditioned ones. 


In 1935, cupboards were built in the back of the Jarge window of the school 
‘as the window was closed in. 


‘Trustees in 1935 were Messrs. A. Saunders, J. M. Leitch and J. Delaney. 
Mr. Harold Griffin was secretary-treasurer. 


In 1935 a garden of two square rods (at the east side of the school) was 
started. This garden was to be tended by teams of pupils. This was mainly to be 
fa vegetable garden. This project was given up as wandering cattle sampled the 
fare and the weeds out-ranked the vegetables as summer holidays went on. 


Many of the early records of the school were destroyed by an over-zealous 
caretaker. Records previous to 1901 were destroyed by fire in about 1919. The 
records were thought as of no-account and just filling up cupboard space. 


In 1939, the blackboards were lowered and new cupboard was built at the 
front east corner. This cupboard was used for a library and storage cupboard 
for supplies. 
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Grades 9 and 10 were taught at Cedarvale for many years as the occasion 
demanded. Extensive equipment was purchased for the science course (experi- 
ments) as early as 1935, So with the aid of Florence flasks, beakers, the ball 
and ring a science program was successfully carried on. 


On June 6, 1939, the sghool children were taken to Guelph to see King 
George and Queen Elizabeth, who were on a tour of Canada that year. 


‘After many years, a modern woodshed replaced the old woodshed that stood 
at the front of the school. The new structure was placed at the rear of the school. 


‘The school in its time served many purposes for its community. It served 
fas a Sunday School on Sunday afternoon for over 60 years. ‘The inspiration for 
this school was the brain child of Dr. Martha Smith, a missionary to India 
who started it in 1903 or 1904. Dr. Smith was born and raised in Cedarvale 
section, She received her public school education here and under her influence 
was a guide in the formation of the Sunday School. ‘The first superintendent of 
the Sunday School was Mr. George Griffin. It was carried on as an undenomi- 
national class. Attendance at times boasts of 60 to 100 people! Many folks 
from as far away as Mimosa, Conningsby, Brisbane, Ballinafad and Ospringe 
attended regularly. Most came afoot or travelled by horse and cutter or buggy. 


Much strong leadership was given in those gatherings and many remember 
the weekly fellowship with the others of the different communities. 





A Woman's Institute was carried on from 1937-1947. Many war projects 
were carried on—such as knitting socks, packing ditty bags etc. 


The school was also the hall for the annual ratepayers meeting, annual 
Christmas concerts and Hallowe'en parties. 


_. In 1943, the board was authorized to proceed as quickly as possible to have 
hydro installed. In early 1944, lights burned forth from this edifice of learning 
enabling students to take part in their lessons as never before. 


Other minor changes took place in the war years as pupils came and went, 
‘The rail fence around the school was replaced with the wire fence. The picket 
fence in the front disappeared. 


In 1958, the bell and belfry were removed from the school. Steel sheeting 
replaced the cedar shingles. Gone now was the bell, never to be turned over 
again by the big boys, the ridgepole lost its challenge! 


In September, 1960, an oil furnace was installed to replace the box stove. 
No more would gloves, overalls, coats and hats be dried over the fireguard 
around the old wood consumer. No more big blocks would be piled in the wood- 
shed, to be carried thence into the school in preparation for 9 o'clck classes. 
No more would the desks on skids be pushed around the fire-box to gain its 
maximum heat on those below zero days. 


In September, 1961, a new teacher’s desk and chair were purchased. ‘These 
latter items were taken’ to the Brisbane Consolidated School when Cedarvale 
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closed its doors in 1962. A modern duplicating (Ditto machine) was also pur- 
chased replacing the messy, time-consuming and inefficient hectograph pad. 


‘So modern ways and convenient methods replace the little red school house, 
where at recess saw boys and girls in winter time, practicing death-defying feats 
on sheets of cardboard and sleds when wizzing down Leitch’s hill. Gone too 
are those annual hunts at Christmas to find a tree in the bush. Of course, the 
‘excursion always took a full afternoon, while the more diligent students prac- 
ticed their parts for the Christmas concert. Gone too are those early spring 
accidental falls in the creek, and the following drying out process, Gone too is 
much rivalry in community pride in ball teams for the annual picnic held in 
connection wth another school. 





So, Cedarvale, we salute you in this our Centennial year. 


SOME EARLY HISTORY OF SCHOOL SECTION #% 





, ERIN 


Lot 11 and 12—Mr. Kennedy, one of the men who helped survey Erin 
township, received as payment a grant from the crown of 400 acres—Lot 11 
and 12 on the Sth line. An early pioneer cemetery was situated on lot 11 on 
the Sth line on the highest point of elevation of land on Mr. Kennedy's property. 


Later, stones from this cemetery were taken to the Coningsby cemetery. 


Some of the pioneers buried here bore the names of Kenny, Kennedy and 
Griffin 


About 80 years ago, on lot 12, 4th concession, a pioneer by the name of 
Peach, proceeded to clear his land. He started to burn some of the brush and 
stumps on his land. The fire got out of control and fanned by the wind went 
blazing through the bush. The whole woods and swamp was on fire! It burnt 
through the concession. Pioneer buildings were blanketed with water for about 
a-week to prevent destruction to them. Finally the fire burned itself out. For 
several months, however, the fire smouldered in the humus. Many years later 
new growth replaced the burnt out area. 


At one time there appears to have been in Cedarvale section an old 
blacksmith shop. Not much is known of it but it was located on Lot 9. 


‘This farm was later owned by Mr. Chisholm, who sold to Mr. Lightle of 
Erin. It was recalled that inside their gate posts horse shoes were dug up and 
other relics of the blacksmith shop were found by the Lightle family. It is thought 
that one of the gate posts at one time was the hitching post where the smithy 
shod the horses or to have been the post of the blacksmith shop. This shop is 
said to have been about across from the second school. 





Mail was gathered from the local post office at Brisbane. Many a long walk 
or trip was made for the weekly mail from the community. Rural mail began 
for this area in 1917. 








METHODIST CHURCH—LOT 8—Sth CONCESSION ON Sth LINE 
This was one of the oldest churches of the community, Not too much is 
um 
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remembered of this church in this community. It is known, however, that this 
church had a yery narrow front door. One of the members of congregation 
weighing over 200 pounds, was known to have had to enter the church sideways. 


‘There was no organ in this old church and so the hymns had to be 
started by a member of the community. If Mr. John “Shine” Kennedy wasn’t 
there to start the hymns the minister would send for him as he was quite 
musical 


The building was later removed from its site on lot 8 to the property of 
Mr. Jack Harris, lot. It was used as a driving shed, About 1930 a windstorm 
blew most of the building down, The stone foundation is still there. 


CHANGE IN ROAD 


‘The early roads usually took the easiest routes as time was as essential to 
them as to us. As a result, @ road between the Sth and 6th lines (later Highway 
24) went in at the bottom of Leitch’s hill and up through Mr. Jim Leitch's bush 
‘and passed south-east of the present buildings and thence up to the Sth line 
corner. This was to straighten the road and to avoid the gully. This particular 
road would have been built well over 100 years ago. Signs of this road still 
may be found in Mr. Leitch’s bush. 


. M. LEITCH 





13 w, half Con. 6 


‘This property was taken from the crown in October 1824 by Mr. Hamilton 
Goring. Tt included 100 acres. Arthur Goring was living here in 1846. 


‘The property first came into the Leitch name in February 6, 1855 when 
Jobn Leitch purchased the farm. 


Various parcels of land have been appropriated for improvement of the road. 
At one time land was taken up through the Leitch property following the slope, 20 
2s to avoid the gully. Later other parcels were purchased to straighten the road 
and other parcels to widen the present 24 Highway. 





John Leitch left it to Malcolm Leitch in 1883. As Malcolm was sickly 
‘the farm went back to his grandfather after Malcolm’s death in 1887. On the 
farm at that time were John Leitch and his wife and Donald (widower). 

Mr. J. M. Leitch purchased the farm in 1929, 


‘Mr. J. M, Leitch has served on the school boards of both elementary and 
secondary. 


‘The present owners of the farm are Keith and Atberta Leitch. 
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THe sort CENTURY Fan | 


Lot 10, West, Con 6, Exin Township, 5 Une 


‘The crown deed vas taken out by Abraham Nellis, one of the | 
first in Erin Township and was purchased by Alexander Cross in 1821, 





Matthew and Mary Smith purchased the farm in 1852. The Smith 
family were United Empire Loyalist from Pennsylvania, ‘ 


‘The first Smiths reaching Ontario, probably settled in Lincoln 
County, before coming to Brin, 


The son Matthew Thompson Smith and Rachel Smith received 
the farm in 1904, and their son Samuel Edward (Ed.) Smith and his wife 
Aggie received the farm in 1933. Dr, Martha Smith, Missionary to India, 
was a sister of Ed. Smith, 


THE GRIFFIN FAMILY FARM 


‘The west half of Jot 11, concession 6, Erin Township (5 line) has been 
‘owned, and occupied by the Griffin family since 1838, 

‘The Crown deed was granted to Matthew Tallman on May 7th, 1832, but 
he never lived on the farm, and sold it to Smith E. Griffin of Smithville in 
1838, for the sum of 50 pounds, who settled on it, and raised a family of 10 





Smith E, Griffin who is in his 98th year, receiving the 

‘Master Seed Potato Growers Award’ for the Province of 
Ontario in 1967, presentation was made by Everett Bigg: 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture, in the background seated: 
is Smith R. Griffin, his grandson. 
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children. He died in 1859, and left the farm to his son William M. who had a 
family of 6 children, and lived there until he retired in 1901, and moved to 
Erin, leaving it to his son Smith E., who in turn made the farm over to his son 
Harold L., and is now operated by his son Smith R. 





‘There are three generations living on the farm at the present time, Smith 
E. who is in his 98th year, is still quite active, and interested in what is being 
done on the farm. 


‘The Griffins are of Welsh descent. 


On October 24th, 1635, there sailed from London, England, two ships, 
“The Constance” and “The Abraham” bound for Virginia, these ships carried 
132 young men, and 4 women, among the passengers on the ship Abraham were 
‘a number of Welshmen, one of them being Edward Griffin, and our branch 
of the Griffins are direct descendants of his. He and a number of others Jocated 
on Palmer's Island and carried on trade with the Indians, and prepared staves 
from oak timber for shipment to England. 





It is recorded that on February 28th, 1653, Edward Griffin acquired land 
at Flatbush, Long Island, which he later sold and moved to Flushing, New 
York in 1657. In the records of Flushing 1683 he owned 20 acres of Upland, 
10 acres of meadow, 1 horse, 2 oxen, 5 cows, 3 swine, and 18 sheep. 


‘The date of Edward Griffin's marriage is not known, nor the family name 
of his wife, but her christian name was Mary, and they had 4 children. 

‘Three of his grandsons, Richard, Thomas, and Obadiah, fought with the 
Loyalists, in the war of the American Revolution in 1776, Thomas was taken 
prisoner, and put in Albany jail, he was tried by the so-called “Committee of 
Safety”, and sentenced to be hanged. When the jailer announced to him that he 
‘was to be hanged the next day, he said, “The man who will hang me is not 
born”, he knocked down the jailer with his handcuffs, took his keys, and 
liberated himself, and all his fellow loyalists, soon after, he and Obadiah, 
made their way to Nova Scotia, and their descendants are still living there. 

The other brother Richard, married Mary Smith, daughter of Judge Abraham 
‘Smith of New York and they came to Canada in 1786, 

The journey through the wild country took six months, as they had to 
cut their way through dense underbrush and were fortunate if they succeeded 
‘advancing 3 or 4 miles in a day, and camped at night beside a stream, it 
‘was difficult to sleep, with the wolves howling, and the bears growling, and no 
protection but the flimsy walls of the canvas covered wagon. 











‘They came by Rochester, which at that times, consisted of only a black- 
smith shop, and a tavern. Words fail to express the joy they felt, when at 
last they put their foot on British soil. 


Richard had received a grant from the British Crown, of 800 acres in South 
Grimsby, Lincoln County, and selected a site for their home at what is now 
Smithville, which they named after his wife Mary Smith, and it was their 
grandson Smith E, who settled on this farm in 1838. 

‘Smith R. is the 11th generation since Edward Griffin came from Wales to 
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Virginia, the 7th generation since they came to Ontario, and the Sth generation 
living on this farm. 


‘The Griffins have specialized for many years in growing registered seed 
grain, and seed potatoes. In the early days the neighbours would bring their own 
grain, and change it for seed grown on this farm. 


S. E, Griffin & Son were one of the original growers of registered teed 
grain, and Certified Seed potatoes upon “Adoption of System for Canada in 
1914", and have produced registered seed every year since, they are also 
members of the “Old Guard” of the Royal Winter Fair in Toronto, having 
exhibited continuously since the show started. They also bought their first 
registered Shorthorn cattle in 1915, and have been breeding Shorthorns ever 
since, 


S.S. No. 8 


GREENOCK S. S. #8, ERIN 


School Section No. 8 Erin, was commonly known for many years as 
Leslie's School as all three buildings were situated on Leslie property. In 1875 
the school, was officially named Greenock. 





The first log school was on the east corner of No. 5 sideroad at the 
first line, quite near the present dwelling occupied by Miss E. Pearen, a great 
granddaughter of the first owner, James Leslie. The first reference to this 
school is the following communication: 
To the Trustees of Section No. 8 Erin 
Gentlemen 
The apportionment of the Government Grant to your 
section is Seven Pounds six shillings and eleven pence 
for which sum I have sent a cheque on the treasurer 
in compliance with your order 
Pustinch 


2nd. Aug. 1851 





Yours respt. 
Jobn Kirkland 


In 1859 a lease was drawn between Peter Torrie and the trustees of 
S. S. #8, namely, Edward Pearen, Robert Hale, and Isaac Snyder, for one~ 
fifth of an acre, on lot 6 (across the road from the log school) for a 
school site and playground, for twenty-five years, for the rent of one shilling 
per year. In 1869 the lot was sold to James Leslie and from then on the rent 
‘was paid to him. This was a frame building. The teachers were Mr. Robert 
Tovell, Mr. Wm. Wallace, Mr. Hugh MacPherson and Mr. Crewson. The 
attendance became so large that it was impossible to accomodate all the pupils 
(80 to 90 in the summertime and as high as 120 in the winter months). 


It was decided to build a new school and a committee was formed of 
Messrs, Robert Kennedy, Lachlan Currie, Henry Pearen, John Duff, George 
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‘Martin, Hugh McLaughlin and Isaac Snyder. One acre of land on lot 5, near 
the centre of the concession was purchased from Mr. J. W. Leslie, on Feb.27, 
1875, for the sum of fifty dollars and signed by trustees Lachlin Currie, Thomas 
McCutcheon, and Henry Pearen, The new school was erected that year by Mr. 
Thomas Ebbage of Acton at a cost of $1450.00. Brick for the building was 
purchased from the plant operated by Mr. Robert Selwood on the sixth 
line of Brin. The bell cost $50.00. The school ground was stumped and 
levelled by Donald McLean in 1876. 


‘The new school was named Greenock in honour of Mr. John Duff an 
important member of the committee, and who had come from Greenock, 
Scotiand. At the official opening of the school a tea meeting was held. Mr. 
J. W. Leslie drove to Acton with his team and wagon and brought the Acton 
Brass Band to provide music. Dishes were rented for the occasion, and owing 
to the roughness of the roads many dishes were broken, causing some expense 
to the section, 


Many political meetings were held in the school by prominent politicians 
including Donald Guthrie, Dr. Turton, J. J. Craig, Hugh Guthrie and Kelly 
Evans, In 1906 a Literary Society was formed. Many excellent debates, concerts, 
box socials and oyster suppers were enjoyed. Through these efforts carried 
fon from 1906 to 1917 a well equipped library was placed in the school. 








In June 1913 a school Re-union was held. 





‘The Literary Society re-organized in 1921 and carried on until 1927, and 


‘was active again from 1936 till 1941. 


On July Ist, 1935, the Diamond Anniversary of Greenock was observed 
with a pienic in the afternoon and a garden party in the evening. Approximately 
1000 people attended. With the proceeds from this happy event, hydro was 
installed in the school. 


Beginning in September 1961, Grades 7 and 8 were taken by bus to the 
senior room at Ospringe School. Again in 1964 the attendance grew so that it 
became necessary to hire a second teacher and a partition was erected to 
make two classrooms. Greenock School was one of the last one-roomed schools 
to be closed in the Township and in Sept. 1965, the pupils were taken by bus 
to the new Ospringe Public School. 


During the ninety years, Greenock school had 36 teachers. Mr. Crewson 
was the first teacher, followed by Miss Annie Kennedy, Mr. R. H. Wansborough, 
Miss Bella Gordon, Miss McFarlane, Miss Cree, Mr. T. J. Moore, Mr. Hector 
McLean, (who later went to China and spent many years there as a missionary) 
Mr. Jacob Arbuckle, Mr, J. Dobbie, Mr. A. McIntyre, Miss Phemie Currie, 
Mr. W. Kerr, Miss May Pasmore, Miss Hattie Hindley, Miss Marcella Leitch, 
Miss Margaret McDonald, (for 22 years 1909-1926), Miss Gertrude Gray, Miss 
Muriel Crossman, Miss Jean Barbour, Mr. Jim Melntyre, (who joined the 
Canadian Air Force on leaving Greenock, and while an instructor was killed 
in a crash at Dunnville), Miss Agnes Pasmore, Mrs, J. D. Bell, Mr. Relph 
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McKeown, Miss L. Rozell, Mrs-Monaghan, Mr. Mitchell Neal, Mrs, Wm. 
Hanna, Mr. George Evans, Mr. Bruce McPherson, Mrs. Swartz, Miss Gibb 
and Mrs Dyer. 





In November 1965, the school was sold by auction to Mr. James Ledger, 
who converted the building into a woodworking factory for the manufacture 
of doors. Unfortunately, on the very windy night of March 1, 1966, the 
building and all the machinery was completely destroyed by fire. The bell had 
been removed at the time of sale, and following the fire, the round name 
stone and enough bricks were salvaged to build a cairn on which the bell is 
mounted. This cairn is situated directly opposite from the site of the school 
and a small picnic area has been cleared. 





Shortly after the fire, Mr. Ledger sold the property to Mr. Clare Mathies, 
and a modern home is now nearing completion on the spacious lot which for 
ninety years echoed with the peal of the big bell and the sound of children's 
voices. 


‘There were no churches actually built in this section, but local citizens 
attended churches located nearby. There was Bethesda Methodist Church at 
Crewson’s Corners, on the Eramosa side of the road; Siloam Methodist Church 





Greenock School, S. S. No.8 
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(more commonly known as the Brick church), located at the second line corner 
on the Esquessing side; also the Congregationalists worshiped at Churchill, at 
the third line on the south-west corner. Others attended The Church of Christ 
(Disciple) at Everton, while still others went to the Presbyterian Church at 
Ospringe. Similarly we can find no record of a local cemetery but families buried 
their loved ones at Churchill or at Everton. 


‘Through the years there have been many local organizations. The Patrons 
of Industry was organized and had meetings during 1891 and 1892. Beef Rings 
flourished at different times. Mr. Simon Mc Laughlin, who lived on lot 6, 
at the 2nd line, known for years as “Starvation Corners”, was usually the 
butcher. 


During the First World War, a Farmer’s Club was formed, for the purpose 
of wholesale purchasing of feed and sced grain, also food stuffs. In June 
1918 Greenock Branch No. 292 was registered with the United Farmers of 
Ontario. This operated until 1923. J. E. Pearen acted as secretary and buyer for 
this group. Records show cheese selling at 22c.@ Ib., soap 10c.@ cake, 100 Ibs. 
of sugar @ $17.40, and Black Watch tobacco at $1.12@ Ib. One order included 
67 cwt, of granulated sugar and 7 cwt. of yellow sugar, in the year 1921 


From 1941 to 1946 over twenty local women formed a group, to knit & 
sew articles from materials supplied by Red Cross township headquarters, at 
Hillsburgh. During these years, 1176 articles of clothing, 275 knitted articles 
‘and 42 quilts were completed and money was raised for township Red Cross 
supplies and boxes of food for local boys serving with the Canadian Armed 
Forces overseas, 


‘The Greenock branch of the Women’s Institute was organized on Jan. 14, 
1948, to fill the need of a social monthly gathering, after the Red Cross ceased 
to operate at Township level. Through the efforts of Mrs. A. McKeown three 
ladies from the Mimosa W. 1, Mrs. Earl Moore. Mrs. Edgar Gray and Mrs. 
W. Ballentine, met with the ladies and an Institue Branch wes formed with 12 
‘Charter members. The first president was Mrs. A. McKeown with Mrs. B. 
Johnston as secretary. The 1967 President is Mrs Gordon Leslie and Mrs 
Chester Allan is the present secretary. 


Many local girls have completed 4-H Homemaking Clubs. In 1956 Acton 
Agricultural Society decided to sponsor 4-H Agricultural Clubs and Mr. Charles 
McKeown was the first leader and many of the Greenock boys and girls have 
‘enjoyed these Clubs, 


Mr. John Duff who farmed on lot 8, Cone. 1,W., made several trips to 
Scotland before the turn of the century, to import Clydesdale horses, to Canada. 
He also owned one of the first modern threshing machines with a blower. Mr. 
James McLean on the first line purchased a thresher about the same time. 


Daring the nineties and early in 1900, gineng was grown by Mr. John Cripps 
and his nephew Mr. Wm. Nichol, on their farm at lot 3, cone. 1 (town line). A 
Jong open building of slat construction shielded the plants. 

In 1891, Mr. James Kirkwood, a resident of this section and a former 
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Stone Barn Built by Morgan Crewson in 1847 


reeve of Erin Township, was elected as M.P.P. from Est Wellington and sat 
at the house of Parliament for three years. 


Mr. George C. Wallace, who farms at Iot 5, conc, 1W., a reeve of this 
township from 1958-1961, was honoured by being chosen Warden of Wellington 
County for 1961 


‘The White tannery commenced operations on lot 7, conc. 1W, in May 
1958 in an-old building rented from Mr, Semanyck. This was destroyed by 
fire in 1959 but was rebuilt immediately by the Tannery owner Mr. K. G, Mance, 
who has since purchased the 100 acres and operates a thriving business. 


CREWSON’S CORNERS 


‘This hamlet is comprised of the corners of four townships in two counties; 
the south corner of Erin, the east corner of Bramosa, in Wellington, the west 
corner of Esquesing and the north corner of Nassagaweya, in Halton county. 
It was first called Ryckman’s Corner after Samuel Ryckman, the surveyor, who 
aid out Eramosa and Nassagaweya. 


In the year 1820, Enos Nickerson took Lot 1W, Cone 1, Erin Tp. from 
the crown, The next owner was John Soper, who sold to Morgan Crewson in 
1822. Mr. and Mrs. Crewson also purchased Lot 1E, Conc. 1, in 1845, making 
200 acres in all. On the west 100 acres he built a stone house in 1833, and a 
stone barn completed in 1847 which took 10 years to build. These two 
buildings are still in use by the present owners, Mr. and Mrs, Abram. From 
this time the hamlet has been known as Crewson’s Corners. 

‘The main road from Guelph to Toronto followed the Old York Trail 
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through Crewson's Corners to Ballinafad, 





In the 1850's the Grand Trunk Railway came with a straight line running 
due west from Acton to Rockwood. This Line just missed the corer by a few 
rods. It is said that the Railway officials requested land from Morgan Crewson, 
on which to build a station and railway switches. On being refused permission, 
the station was built at Acton, 


In the early days, a hotel was located on the south corner which was later 
made into a dwelling. In 1893, Wm. Anderson purchased the quarter acre on 
this corner and added the store. He petitioned the government for a Post Office 
and so on Dec. 1, 1893, Mr. Anderson was appointed the first postmaster. 
From 1897 to 1900, the store and Post Office was operated by George Cann, 
1900 to 1903 Robert Cripps owned the store and was postmaster. Then Wm. 
Lambert purchased the store and served as postmaster until Mar. 1, 1914, when 
the office was closed with the inauguration of Rural Mail Delivery. Mr. Wm, 
Lambert died in 1916 and his son Charles continued the business until his 
death in 1938. Mr. and Mrs. John Airdrie purchased the property and continued 
the store until 1943. The old part of the building used as the store was 
demolished in 1947 and the remainder of the building is used as a dwelling, 





Actoss the road was a Town Hall and on the west corner there were weigh 
scales. In 1907 the hamlet had a saw mill and shingle mill owned and operated 
‘by Alex. Cripps. His brother Wm. used the same steam engine to grind grain. 
‘The hamlet also had a blacksmith shop, which was on the Eramosa side as was 
also the church. This was built by a branch of the Methodists in 1860 and in 
1875 the name was changed from Bethesda to Crewson’s Corners church. Services 
‘were held until 1919. After this a Sunday School was held through the kindness 
‘of Mr, Lambert. It is now owned and used by the Orange Lodge. 


THE ALLAN CENTURY FARM. 
Lot 7, Cone. 3, Erin 


The farm home of CHESTER ALLAN, lot 7, in the third concession of 
Erin has been in the Allan family since 1885. 





The crown deed is dated 1804, and was granted to Ann Read on the death 
‘of her father, Lieutenant John Young of the U.E. Loyalists in 1882. It 
consisted of 200 acres of land, reserving all mines of gold and silver that 
hereafter may be found on any part of land and also all white pine trees, 


In 1848 it was sold to Wm. Harrison for 125 pounds, Three years later it 
was sold to Wm. Cambell, reserving 25 acres of south-westerly half of lot 
deeded to James M. Connell. A year later Mr. Harrison repurchased and soon 
after sold to John Malcomson, 


On the first day of May 1855, John Allan of Hamilton, a carpenter by 
trade who had come from Scotland, paid the sum of 287 pounds for the property. 
He erected a house and barn, also a building 20 by 50, for the drying of hops. 
A large hop yard was planted. The dried hops were packed in bales, Prices 
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varied but in a good year a democrat load of hops sold for $600. The o1 
house was burned:in 1889 and the present brick home was built. A modern 
barn was built in 1915, using part of the old barn and the hop house. 





In the year 1860, a umber company set up a mill on this farm, staying 
nearly two years and bought all the hard wood off several farms around. This 
was hauled to Acton by oxen to be sent to England and Scotland for ship 
building. The lumbermen were mostly of French nationality. 


John Allan married Jane Moore and they raised a family of six. In 1890 
the farm was sold to his second son, John Allan who married Rubina Auld, 
this being their home until their death. Following John Allan's death, Mrs. Allan 
sold the farm in 1929 to her son Chester and his wife, the former Florence 
Johnston, who are the present owners. 





‘The three generations of Allan on the farm for the last 110 years have each 
had a family of six. 


THE AITKEN CENTURY FARM 
Lot 5 Cone, 1, E., Erin 


Maplewood Farm, now operated and owned by Calvin and Evelyn Aitken, 
was originally purchased by Benajah Williams in 1822 and sold in 1835 to 
his son-in-law and daughter, James and Lydia Leslie. 

‘The Lesties brought their family from Glen Williams and settled on this 
150 acres, Their first small cabin was built on the exact same location as the 
present dwelling, Lots on the opposite three corners were also purchased by 
James Leslie and are still owned by his descendants. James and Lydia Leslie 
had a family of nine children. They built a barn and a second log house nearby 

‘Lhe youngest son, Joel Williams Leslie, took over the homestead after his 
father’s death in 1873, also lot 5, Cone, 2 W. His first wife, Mary Catharine 
Kennedy died two years following their marriage and his second was 
Mary Swackhammer, Their only surviving child was a daughter, Alice Lesli 
‘A large bank barn was built in 1884, In has a glassed in skylight topped with 
weather-vane and brass ball. A saw mill was located across the road, 

‘The present brick residence was built in 1899, shortly before the marriage 
of their daughter to Edward Pearen. They resided with the Leslies, The herd 
of Shorthorn cattle, registered under the name of Leslie and Pearen, were 
exhibited at fairs and exhibitions and won many prizes. 

Maple trees being plentiful on the farm, Maple syrup making was a 
spring-time task for 120 years. 

In 1919, Ed Pearen purchased 50 acres of land adjoining the farm, from 
Irvin Hamilton, also 50 acres of the Leslie property. The westerly half of 
this portion was later sold to David Wilson. The Pearen’s had a family of 
three daughters. The home farm was willed to Alice Pearen at her father, 
Joel Leslie's death, in 1934. Mr. and Mrs. Pearen farmed there, until their 
retirement in 1949 when they built a new home on the west corner of lot 5, 
cone. 2W. 

‘The farm was purchased at this time by their son-i 
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Calvin and Evelyn Aitken, Lot 7, Cone. 2. 
and this farm has been 
settled there in 1850, 


is also owned and farmed by Calvin 
Aitken family since his Grandfather James Aitken 





‘The Aitken’s have a family of two daughters and three sons. 


LESLIE CENTURY FARM 


James Le 





took up land on the east half of Lot 6, Con 1 Erin in 1833 
before it was surveyed and some tewenty-five years before public roads. His wife 
was Lydia Williams from Glen Williams where he had first settled, They remained 
at the Glen for a few years so his children could go to school. About 1835 he 
settled on Lot 5 and 6, About 1869 he bought the west half of Lot 6, Con 2 
from Peter Torrie. He could have had this property sooner for a yoke of oxen 
and @ wagon but refused to buy because he needed the neighbour more than the 
land. Mr. Torrie teased land from the south corner of this farm in 1859 for 
the S.S. No. 8 Erin school for the sum of one shilling per year. Gordon Leslie, 
the present owner still has one of the two copies of this lease. At one time 
James Leslie owned 850 actes in Erin Twp. They had 9 children whose names 
were John, Elizabeth, Mary, Benajah, George, Margaret, Martha, Joel and Sarah, 
James Leslie died in 1873 and his son George was left Lot 6, Con 1, Having 
previously bought Lot 6, Con 2, He was an established breeder of Registered 
Shorthorn cattle and a great lover of fine horses, both carriage and draught. 
He built a fine 10 room brick house with attached summer kitchen and 
Woodhouse about 1882. He rebuilt and greatly enlarged the barn around 1887. 
He was a member of Siloam Methodist Church which his father helped to build 
He was also a staunch liberal. Mr. Leslie operated a potash manufacturing 
business on Lot 6, Con 2, Bars of soap were bartered for hardwood ashes which 
were leeched and the liquid boilded down in great iron kettles until only molten 
potash remained. This was cooled and barreled to sell for manufacturing soap 
and other products. Both farms had fine orchards and great quantities of 
apples were picked and packed in barrels for the market, Stencils sch as “spy, 
greening, wagner, mann, russet” are still in the house. 








George Leslie married Amanada Stafford and had seven children who were 
Amy, James, Ira, Bertha, Henry, Joel and Harvey, He died in 1925, In 1909 
Joel and Ira Leslie bought the two farms from their father. After a few years 
Ira became sick and was not able to take an active part in farming thereafter. 
Joel carried on the farming and like his father he was an ardent horseman. He 
raised registered Pecherons which he showed at the fairs and exhibitions in 
the province including the C.N.E. and Royal Winter Fair, winning a good share 
‘of the red ribbons and championships. In 1913 he built a fine stone house 
with 8 rooms including plumbing, His father, brother Ira and sister Amy lived 
in it. At this time he married Ina Seymour and lived in the brick house on 
Lot 6, Con 1. They had a son Gordon and a daughter Marion. Since the death 
of Joel B. Leslie in 1957 the farm has been owned and operated by Gordon 
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‘A. Leslie. He is married to the former Annie Aitken, they have two sons and 
three daughters. 
THE JOHNSON CENTURY FARM 
Lot 2, E. Cone, 2, Erin 


‘The one hundred acres of land comprising the above lot, has been a 
family farm since its purchase in the year 1841 by James Leslie, 

Originally taken from the crown 1823 by George Adam Schram, then it 
was purchased in turn by Robert Lucas, Ralph Fenger, Thomas Martin and 
James Leslie, After Mr. Leslie's death in 1873, in accordance with his will 
this Jot was deeded to his daughter Martha and her husband, Robert Johnston. 

‘The first home of log construction was built at the back of the lot, part 
of the building being placed over a never failing spring. The present home was 
built by Robert Johnston at the front of the farm. An addition was made to 
the front of the dwelling about 1892. 

Robert Johnston and Martha were married in 1865 and they had a family 
of six sons and six daughters, several of whom settled in Erin township. 

In 1911, Robert Johnson died and the youngest son Basil took over the 
farm, Three years later he married Catherine Gray. They had a family of one 
daughter and one son. 

Following the accidental death of Basil Johnston in 1939, his widow and 
son Elwood operated the farm and it was subsequently purchased by Elwood 
jn 1943. The barn has been modernized to accomodate his large dairy herd. He 
‘also owns and operates an additional 100 acres, lot 3, first line of Erin. He is 
married to the former Mary Cutts and they have a family of three daughters 
and one son, 





THE McARTHUR CENTURY FARM 
Lot 4, Cone. 1, Erin 


Duncan McArthur purchased 100 acres, fot 4, conc. 1, E, from James Jones 
in 1846, Mr. McArthur and his wife, the former Flora McKechnie, came from 
Islay in Scotland. They had a family of nine sons and three daughters. 

‘The first log house was built in 1822 and the first barn in 1846, Shorthorn 
cattle were brought from Scotland to stock the farm. 

‘A blacksmith shop was located close to the road and did a thriving business. 
‘The oldest son took up tailoring in Acton. The second met with a fatal accident 
at a barn raising at the neighbouring farm of George McBain. 

‘The present dwelling, a comfortable stone house was constructed about 
1858, and Duncan's son Neil followed his father in operating the farm. After 
Neil's death about 1902, his brother Wm. McArthur and his wife the former 
Mary Jane Carnochan purchased the farm. They had a family of twelve, two 
‘of whom died as children. 

‘A new bank barn was built in 1906. For several years son Lorne assisted 
his father with the management of the farm, After Wm. McArthur's death, his 
son Neil returned home and he and his sister Miss Donalda are the present 
‘occupants. 
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HISTORY OF ERIN TOWNSHIP 
S.S. No. 9 


HISTORY AWREY'S SCHOOL SECTION NO. 9 AREA 
INDUSTRIES 





In the 1860's a brick yard was operated on the farm now owned by Albert 
Awrey and son, Bert, Lot 20 con. 2. These briicks were used in building the 
Awrey house and several others still in use in the community, 





A water powered saw mill was located at Lot 22 Con. 2. ‘The remains 
of the dam are still to be found on the Wm. Brouwer farm. 


In the later part of the 1800's Henry Patton operated a saw mill at Lot 
22 Con. 4 which burned down. Another built on the same site was operated 
by Charlie Skusky and Alex McKinnon and later, before 1900, solely by 
Alex McKinnon. A man, Colin Patton, was fatally injured there. This mill 
burned in 1913 about 20 years after the first one. Alex McKinnon re-built 
and, in addition to sawing timber, lumber and shingles, operated a grain 
chopping mill. His sons Arnold and Ross carried on the business after their 
father. In the 1930's Ross changed the saw mill to manufacture basket bottoms. 
‘nally the mill fell into disuse and was taken down, Ross operates the C.R. 
McKinnon building supply business in Hillsburgh at the present. time. 








About 1910 King Cooper operated a steam driven saw mill Lot 21 Con. 
3 now owned by Root Bros. John Tarzwell bought it about 1915. Roy Tarzwell 
who now operates the mill at Lot 19 Con. 6 worked there as a young man. 
John Tarzwell moved the mill to the property Lot 23 Con. 3 now owned by 
Louis Passant. He required two teams of horses to draw the heavy steam 
boiler up the 2nd line hill. When D. O. Root built his barn in 1920 he had his 
logs sawn at the Tarzwell mill. There was also a grist mill at this location, 


‘There was a blacksi 
at Lot 22 Con. 2. 

After the coming of the railway farmers shipped hogs and cattle from 
nearby points, Orton, Hillsburgh or Erin, Hogs were transported in a rack 
loaded onto wagon or sleigh drawn by a team of horses. Cattle were driven 
on foot to the station Improvement in roads and the coming of motor transpor- 
tation changed this. 





ith in the early days, John Awrey, the first settler 





In 1910 the telephone came into use with farmers cutting poles and helping 
install them with other men wiring and installing phones. The main line across 
17 sideroad and up ist line to Mimosa to be used for election results. Erin 
and Caledon were together so had annual meetings in the sutton Hotel in 
Caledon in Jan. R. J. Kerr, H. M. Dougall and A. Awrey drove the 14 
‘Concessions with horse and cutter until 1920. 

Then the two townships dissolved partnership. 

In 1912 Rural mail started with Thomas Dearing delivering the mail 
daily from Orton. 

Clifford Thomson, Lot 22 Con. 3 was the first livestock trucker in the No. 
9 section. In 1932 Root Bros. began a Livestock and Farm Service trucking 
business under a P.C.V. licence and have carried it on continuously since 
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that time. 
CEMETERY 


The Methodist people held church services in the second No. 9 School 
Lot 22 Con. 2. Seven people were buried in the adjoining grounds. When 
‘Mimosa Methodist Church was opened these bodies were removed to the 
grounds there, One coffin containing the body of a 4 year old tot was very 
heavy. On being opened it was found that the body, though natural, was 
etrified Which caused it to be so heavy. She now rests in the Old Church 
Yard at Mimosa. 


HISTORY OF AWREY'S SCHOOL, SS. #9 ERIN TOWNSHIP 


In 1833 the first school house in the district was built of logs on the 
west corner of Iot 18 on the 2nd line, on land now owned by Gordon Fines. 
One of the teachers who taught in this building was Mr. Edward Stephens, 
father of Rev. John Stephens. 





In 1840 the second school house was built on lot 22 at the 2nd line 
corner, on the Awrey homestead, and it was also used as a church since 
there were no churches at Mimosa at that time. A frame building 20 ft. x 24 ft, 
it was soon found to be too small, and a 12 ft. addition was made to one 
end. The following are the names of families who attended this school: Awrey, 
Easton, Entwistle, Hyman, Lowry, McDougall, McDonald, McKinnon, Reid, 
Robertson, Root, Scarrett, Thomson, Tolton, Torrance, and Wheeler. Some 
of the teachers were: Angus McKinnon who later became a medical doctor 
in Guelph, Duncan McDougall, Hugh McMillan who studied law, John 
McMahon, Mr. Oliver, and Miss Reid, 
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In 1873 the third and last school — SS. #9 — was built of red brick. 
Many heated discussions took place concerning the location of the proposed 
new school, and a special meeting of the ratepayers was called to select a 
suitable site. Chairman for the meeting was Thomas Tolton, and the secretary 
was John McKinnon. ‘The site finally chosen was on 22 sideroad on the Awrey 
Farm and the cost was $1,197.78 plus $156.50 for the shed, making a total 
of $1,354.28. The trustees at this time were John Awrey, Hector Parker and 
‘Thomas Tolton. 


Leonard Awrey (born May 16, 1867) was the first pupil to “Answer the 
Roll” in the new school, for teacher Margaret Reid of Coningsby. 


In 1891 for the first time, the teacher was given permission to prepare 
a Christmas Concert; and about 1895, on Arbor Day, some of the boys went 
to Roots’, Awrey's and Rowans’ bushes and dug up little maple trees which 
they planted around the school yeard where they stand to this day. This group 
of boys included Albert Awrey, Elmer Awrey, Roy Lowry, Alf Porter, Colin 
Robertson, D. A. Robertson, John Roszell and Willie Wheeler, 


At the Annual Meeting in 1908 D. O. Root proposed to the ratepayers 
that an organ be purchased for the school. The matter was voted on and passed, 
and thus it came about that S.S. #9 was the first school in this district to 
provide a musical instrument for the benefit of the children. After this time, 
when selecting a teacher for the school, the trustees always gave preference 
to one with musical ability, other qualifications being carefully considered. 








In 1918 the teaching of Household Science began and a coal oil stove was 
purchased to facilitate the serving of hot lunches. 


S.S. #9 was always well represented at the School Fairs of the day, and 
never failed to take 2 goodly number of the prizes offered. 


In either times some of the pupils drove a horse to school, stabling it 
in the shed and feeding it hay which they brought with them — one such 
well-remembered animal of the late 1920's was “Charlie”, belonging to Fred 
and Lizzie Mack. Around the turn of the century a visit from the Inspector 
always occasioned an honour for the boy who was chosen to take the visitor's 
horse and stable it in a neighbouring barn. Some of the boys about that time 
rode horseback to school, turning the horse loose to find its own way home— 
should the roadside grazing be good, sometimes the boy got home in the 
afternoon almost as soon as the horse did! In winter the children often brought 
their sleights to school and spent their free time riding down the school hill 
or the one at the 2nd line corner. 








In 1935 the platform at the front of the school room was removed and 
slate blackboards were installed across the front wall. In November 1936, 
using funds raised through previous Christmas Concerts, a piano was purchased 
for the sum of $29.00. 

During summer vacation in 1945 the school was re-decorated inside and 
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out. Hydro was installed about this time, the power being turned on on 
December 11th, 1945, Lumber was purchased and some of the men of the 
section made benches for the school. Another notable event of this time 
was the engaging of Mrs. Mackie as music supervisor, to make weekly visits 
to the school. 


Trustees in 1946 (the final Board before School Area #2 came into 
being in 1947) were Wm. Bessey, Earl Moore and Robert Rowan, 


‘Among the caretakers was Mrs. Robert Jackson, who, with Anna and 
Jim to help her, swept out the school three times a week at 4 o'clock. At 
this time, firing the bog wood stove necessitated each boy carrying in a 
block of wood every recess, to keep a supply at hand. Some others who 
served in the post of caretaker were Roy Wheeler, John, Wilfred and Bert 
‘Awrey, Jim Lowry, Douglas and Ansley Gregson, Frank Beadell, the Rowan 
family and Roy Wheeler's family. 


In 1962 the final decision was made to close forever the little red schoot- 
house which had been instrumental in successfully Jaunching several generations 
of young people, each of which has been a credit and 2 tribute to the pioneers 
who planned and built so well. 


In January 1963 the first public school bus appeared on the cross-road 
to gather up the children for transportation to Hillsburgh Consolidated 
School, and Awrey's School—old SS. #9 — was left with its memories of 
happier, livelier days. 











Miss Margaret Reid Miss Mary Sutton 
Mr, Robert Wansborough Miss Nancy Lang 

Mr. J. Crurson Miss Florence Westoby 
Mr, Croford Mr. Douglas Dyer 

Mr. I. J. Aldous Miss Jean Woods 

Mr. R. Strachan Miss Anna Linklater 
Mr. Wm. Fletcher Miss Thelma Dickson 
Mr. W. H. Rowan Miss Emma Bowley 

Mr. Peter Yemen Miss Jean Hindley 

Mr. Clinton Collier Miss Erma McDougall 
Miss Bessie Yemen Miss Jamie Roberts 

Mr. E. V. McKinnon Miss Alvin McCutcheon 
Miss Ada Welton ‘Miss Gwen Thomas 
Miss Jean Short Miss Majorie McCurdy 
Miss Ada Cook Mrs. Wm. Barbour 

Miss McDonogh Miss Hazel Van Norman 
Mr. Archie McLachlan Marjorie Bradley 


Mr. Archie McKinnon Mrs. John McEachern 
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THE ROWAN — REED CENTURY FARM 


In 1855 Henry Reed came into possession of 200 actes of land in Erin 
township Lot 23, Con. 1 east and Lot 22, Con. 2 east. The two farms of 100 
acres each were separated by a blazed trail. The buildings were located near 
the trail, 


In 1862 at @ barn raising a barn was built 60° x 30°, many of the timbers 
ran the full 60 ft. The siding was of 10 in. dressed pine imported from a 
nearby township. The barn was painted red with white trim, In 1863 a stone 
house was built opposite the barn with the blazed trail between, It later became 
a road, the Ist line, The barn later received a 60 ft. addition 





Henry Reed's sons, Robert and Nathaniel took over the farm for a 
price of $3,000. In 1868 Nathaniel married and Robert continued on the 
farm alone. His father, the above mentioned Henry Reed and his wife 
continued to live in the house which had been converted into a duplex until 
his death at the age of 75 in 1870 and his wife's death at age 77 twelve 
years later. They were survived by 9 children. 


Robert Reed raised a family of one boy and 6 girls, In 1893 his only 
son, James took over the farm for $4,000 and he built a house in Hillsburgh 
where he retired until his death in 1925 aged 84. Robert Reed had held the 
position of school trustee for scme years, later was on the Township Council 
and then Reeve for some time. 


James Reed married Lydia Johnson of Acton and farmed on the home farm 
until 1903 when he retired to Acton, selling the farm to William Rowan who 
had been teaching in Hillsburgh for 20 years, and who had married the Reed's 
daughter Martha Ann. James died in 1960 aged 93 and Lydia also aged 
93 years. 


William Rowan’ took an active interest in the community, the school 
and was an elder of the church. In 1924 he retired to Hillsburgh where he 
died aged 78 in 1931. He was survived by 3 daughters and 4 sons. His wife 
Martha live with her family until her death in 1962 aged 92. 


In 1924 William's sons, Ewart and Robert settled on the farm as 
partners. Later Ewart married and moved to a farm in Eramosa township and 
Robert took over the farm. In 1937 he married Mary Dickieson of Guelph. 
Robert made many changes in the farming operation. He completely restyled 
the barn including concrete floors and built an addition to the house and 
Inter erected an implement shed of steel construction. Robert took an active 
part in community life, was secretary-treasurer of SS, No. 9 School for three 
years and was a member of township council from 1955 to 1961, becoming 
Deputy Reeve in 1962, a position which he held until 1966 when he resigned 
due ill health, He died in 1966 aged 65. 


Robert is survived by his wife and their family in order of age, Allan, 
Douglas, Barbara, (Mrs. Beatty McLean) and Kenneth, Mary resides in Guelph. 
Robert's son, Allan married to Eleanor Hosking of Rockwood, is on the farm 
in this year of 1967. 
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ROOT BROS, CENTURY FARM 

‘According to the diary of Robert Root he paid the first taxes in 1847 on 
the property Lot 20, Concession 3, Erin Township. On October 30th, 1852 
he secured the Crown Deed from Robert Nixon and the farm has remained in 
the Root name ever since that time. 

In 1849 he built the first house on the hill near the spring which has 
never failed, In 1851 he brought his wife, Elizabeth Haun into this log house. 
‘The clearing was so small that she would leave the house when her husband 
was falling a tree for fear that the tree might fall on it, The mext year he 
fagon shop in Erin Village. In 





built a barn and bought a wagon from Root’s 
1865 the house that still stands was built of bricks made on the neighbouring 
farm of John B. Awrey. A brick oven and smoke house was erected where the 
bread was baking and the pork was cured. A well was dug. Land that had 
been laboriously cleared became productive. Implements and some fivestock 
were bought. These pioneers worked hard for long hours, But there were 
compensations, In 1850 taxes were about 4s4d or $1.04. the cost of building 
their 10 room brick house including cellar erzcunted to $1,300.00 





Robert Root’s youngest son, David, took over the farm in 1896, carrying 
on the traditions and ideals of his father, continuing to make improvements 
He married Gertrude Watson of Snelgrove. In place of the first barn he 
built a modern barn in 1920, installing many conveniences and labour saving | 
cd with the surface well and hand 





devices, including a water system. Not satis 
pump, he had a well drilled and a windmill erected. D. O. Root, while not 
‘a breeder of pure-bred livestock, sought to maintain at the head of his flocks 
and herds the best breeding stock available within his means. He was one of 
the first in the community to apply commercial fertilizer to his crops and 
left for those who followed, a more productive farm, 


In 1932, his two youngest sons John and Haines formed the Root Bros, 
partnership and bought the farm from their father in the midst of the 
depression, They concentrated on two phases of farming, production and 
marketing, establishing a trucking business to handle livestock, feed, and “ 
fertilizer. In 1940 the brick house was re-modelled to serve as two comfortable 
apartments, John and his wife, the former Lillie Toop, with their four sons 
and one daughter, occupied one apartment. Haines and his wife, the former 
Pearl Toop, with their two sons occupied the other. Early in 1946 hydro 
electric power was installed in the house and barn. This made it possible to 
equip the house little by little, with refrigerator, indoor plumbing, deep 
freezer, automatic clothes washer and dryer, oil furnace and many small 
appliances and the barn with labour saving machinery such as the milking 
machine, The stables which once housed 35 head of cattle, 5 horses and some 
Pigs were renovated to feed 100 steers in loose housing. Stable floors were 
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cemented and can be cleaned with a tractor front end loader. The wooden 
silo put in 1920 was torn down in 1964. Two large concrete silos have been 
erected, one 16 ft. by 60 ft. and the other 20 ft. by 70 ft., both being equipped 
with electric untoaders, 


In June 1965 John Root’s second son, George, married Ann Hall and in 
July became the third partner in Root Bros. Over the years the farm had been 
enlarged by purchase of 100 acres Lot 20, Concession 3 east and 100 acres Lot 
21, Concession 3 west. John entered the Ontario Legislature as Progressive 
Conservative Member of Parliament for the electoral riding of Wellington 
Dufferin in 1951 and has been re-elected in succeeding general elections. He 
served for 3 years in Premier Frost’s Cabinet. In 1961 he was appointed to 
the Ontario Water Resources Commission and now serves as Vice-Chairman. 
This public service leaves him little time for farm work. Haines is occupied, 
in the main, with the Livestock and Farm Service trucking business. George 
has assumed the main responsibility for the farming operations 

As Canada is celebrating her centennary in 1967, many relics of the past 
are to be found on this property: the old lynch pin wagon that drew the 
grinding stones for the first mill in Erin Village, the iron maple syrup kettle, 
cooking utensils, the clock that keeps time for the fourth generation, the Bible 
containing the records of the Root family. The row of maple trees in front 
of the farm and up the lane is a reminder that the pioneers built for those 
who would follow. 








A, AWREY & SONS CENTURY FARM 
1827 — 1967 


John Awrey son of Nicholas Awrey came from Beamsville in 1827 
winding his way through dense forest, streams and hills—some 75 miles to 
‘Wellington County where the government was given land from crown for a 
‘small amount of money. 





John Awrey puchased 500 acres known as Awrey farms, 

He was a Blacksmith for 18 years at Beamsville, and decided to give up 
the Anvil and take up land for farming. He built a log house and brought 
his wife and family from Beamsville namely John B, Gideon, David, Isiah, 
Stephen, Peter. When they grew to manhood they settled on farms nearby. 


John Awrey cut trees and logs to make corduroy roads and clear a 
little piece of land to grow wheat, then hammer it on stones to get a bag of 
wheat, take it to Oakville and Norval on his back to get it ground into flour 
to feed his family. This John Awrey is the first Awrey to settle in Erin 
‘Township. 


‘The early settlers were great for divine worship. They gathered at a 
‘home, and in their humble way sang praises to God, read passages of scripture 
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and all took turns at offering prayers 

In 1840 a school house was built on the, corner of Awrey’ farm and 
was used as a church, 

In 1844 John B. Awrey a son bought 100 acres-Lot 21 W. from his 
father, built a log house and barn on it. In 1845 he wes married to Ann Root, 
and lived in the house until 1865. He bought Lot 21 B. 

Four sons were born to them—Robert, Smith, John Root, and Edwin 
Five houses were built with brick from his farm. 

In 1865 a brick house was built on Lot 21 E. and still stands, 102 years 
old, built with double brick, a fire place, a brick oven and smoke house for 
smoking meat. 





‘Smith Awrey married Martha Ann Dyer in 1875, and lived a few years 
on Lot 19 W. Con. 3, then moved back to the farm which he bought from 
his father in 1885, and his father moved to Hillsburgh where he built a cottage 
on Main St. 





In 1900 a windmill was installed to pump water to the house and barn. 


In 1906 a new barn was built with a saw mill on the farm. All the 
timbers were cut in the bush and sawed at the mill. In 1908 Albert Awrey 
married Mary Robertson and bought the farm from Smith Awrey. They moved 
to Hillsburgh. Some improvements were mace, but still with the use of horses 
and horse drawn improvements. Hay loaders, side rakes were used to get hay 
their restless Irish blood to the fore, set out for the west and new lands to 
conquer, eventually settling in North Dakota, They left their sisters Eliza 
and Sarah Ann with their husbands James Lowry and John McDonald in 
to the barn, In the spring maple trees were tapped in the bush and sap boiled 
in big kettles, hung over a fire from logs and wood. Maple syrup and 
maple sugar were made. When evening came it was a day well spent. 








In 1915 a silo was built on the farm, and growing corn for feed was 
started. 


In 1927 the 2nd line was made into a County road and thousands of 
yards of gravel were taken from the gravel pit on the farm. 


Hydro was installed in 1945 making work easier in house and barn, 
Tractors were bought and modern implements used. 


In 1949, the two youngest sons took over the farm and more modern 
machinery, as threshing machines and baler were used. A great many changes 
in farming in the past 136 years that this farm has been in the Awrey name, 





HISTORY OF “SILVER SPRING”, THE LOWRY CENTURY FARM 
Lot 24, Concession 1, Erin Township 


James Turkington hailed from County Tyrone in Northern Ireland and 
made his way, with his family, to “Canada West" where by 1846 the 200 acres 
comprising the whole of lot 24 in the Ist concession of Erin Township were 
registered in his name. 
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Meanwhile James Lowry, the young Irishman (also from County Tyrone) 
who was destined to marry Bliza, daughter of James Turkington, was making 
himself at home on 100 acres next door, the east half of lot 25. 


Both families shared in the hardships common to pioneers of theit time, 
not the least of which were the great distances they were forced to travel 
and the lack of roads and horses which necessitated the man of the family 
walking the many torturous miles and carrying supplies home on his back. 
Sometimes it would grow dark before James reached home on the day he 
was expected, the Eliza would go outside and call at intervals through the 
night to give him direction and prevent his wandering off the trail and 





becoming hopelessly Jost in the bush. On one such occasion when provisions 
were extremely scarce at the end of a hard winter and he was detained days 
beyond his appointed time of return, the family became desperate for food and 
Eliza was forced to dig up potato sets already planted in order to feed her 
little ones. 


Soon after 1846 James Turkington began dividing his 200 acres among 
his family, Eliza and James Lowry receiving their first, 50 acres, in 1863. 
Daring the years between 1858 and 1878 these smaller parcels of land changed 
hands among the brothers and brothers-in-law with puzzling frequency. ‘The 
resent generation can only speculate on the reasons behind this “horse-trading” 
in land, but regardless of what they may have been, no portion ever left 
family hands and by 1878 the older members of the Turkington family had 
passed on and been buried in Everton Union Cemetery and the younger men, 
shared possession of lot 24. In 1883 the McDonalds sold their portion, (the 
westerly 50 acres) to John Bailey, leaving James Lowry with the remaining 
150 acres plus his original 100 acre portion of lot 25. 














James and Eliza raised a family of six girls and four boys, One son, 
Thomas was born in 1863. He chose as his wife Jane Murray Hume from 
next door on lot 26, and they took over the 100 acte portion of his father's 
Jand known as the easterly half of lot 24, which he farmed with his only son, 
Roy, until his death in 1938. He never travelled far from Erin Township, but 
derived much enjoyment from his church and from visiting with neighbours 
and relatives when he would talk politics for hours on end. 





Thomas dearly loved his land and constantly urged his grandson, the 
Present owner, to stay on it, firing his imagination with stories of how they 
‘struggled to clear it, and to work it, using oxen in his boyhood, 


‘The present house, built of field stone picked off the Iand, is $2 years old. 
Prior to that they lived in a log house; the original barn is long gone, too, 
but the one still in use was built about 1890. The most unique feature of the 
Lowry farm is its water system — there has never been a pump, a well or a 
cistern on the place. Both house and barn are supplied by pipe-line from a 
powerful spring situated some 1200 feet back in the fields, with a gradual 
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slope towards the buildings. The water is overflowing at all times and has 
sufficient natural pressure to operate water bowls in the stable, a bathroom 
on the second floor of the house, and a small fountain in the yard, all without 
a pump, ram or storage tank of any kind. 

Roy Lowry was the only child of Thomas and Jane, and in 1916 he 
married Eliza Boggs of Garafraxa Twp., bringing his bride home to live on 
the homestead in the then new stone house. Their daughters are Thelma, Mrs. 
Ievin McDougall; Fern, who died in childhood; Myrtle, Mrs. David Guthrie; 
Shirley, Mrs Norman Wood; and Alice; Mrs. James Entwistle. The only son, 
James, with his wife, Doris Robinson of Guelph, took over the farm in 1946 
‘and are presenily residing there with their sons Robert, Brian and Kevin. They 
have also one daughter, Susan (Mrs, Colin Elliott) of Eimvale. 





Four complete generations of Lowrys attended Awrey’s School, SS. #9 
Erin, spanning the century. They were of the Methodist faith and are one of 
five families whose names have been for more than 100 years continuously on 
the roll of one of the churches comprising the present Mimosa United Church. 

‘Thus it is that since 1840 six generations of the family (five of them, 
since 1863 in the Lowry name) have tilled the soil of Lot 24 in the Ist 
Concession of Erin Township, and called it “Home”. 
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CTION #10 (WOODSIDE) 


ly records indicate that the first settlers were chiefly Scotch, Irish, and 
Empire Loyalist 

‘The first settlers were the Swackhamer family who came in 1819. They 
were U.E. Loyalists. Jacob Swackhamer was General Brock’s orderly during 
the war of 1812, 

They were soon followed by other settlers, the Russel, Dennys, Snyders, 
Kennedy, Brownlees, and others. The land was covered with dense forest, but 
with much back-breaking labour, and scarcity of everything but courage, these 
people transformed the land into cultivated fields. Gone are the pioneers, and their 
Jog houses, and barns, but many of their descendants are still living here in modern 
brick, and stone houses, and fine barns. 

In the early years, a log school was erected on the Jacob Swackhamer 
farm, Lot 32, 3rd line Esquesing, and servied as a school, community centr 
and church for a number of years, The old log school was later used as a 
poultry house, on the Swackhamer farm, until the year 1960. 

These pioneers were industrious, patriotic, and religious, and on Saturday, 
February 4th, 1938, they held a meeting in the school, and organized a 
congregational church, with Rev. H. Denny as the minister, as the school was 
rather small, they made plans to build a church at once, which was erected on 
the 3rd line, at the boundry between Erin, and Esquesing, and they held their 
first service on January 10th, 1840, and named it Churchill Church. 





United 











‘The church was built of a pine timber frame, and is still in good condition, 
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and has been in continuous use. We believe this to be the oldest church building 
in this part of Ontario. It has been a United Church since 1925, 


Some years later a new log school was built on the farm of Donald 
Swackhamer, Lot 2, 4th line Erin Township, later known as the Russell farm. 
Robert Brownlee was the first teacher in this school, teaching in the winter 
months only, he had a farm on lot 6, on the Sth line, from which he made 
his living, other teachers who taught in the school were Sam Evans, Ronald 
‘McDonald, Lionel Lindsay, 


In the year 1872 a new red frame school was built on Lot 3, 4th line, on 
the Abraham Nellis farm. It received its name “Woodside” from its proximity 
to & beautiful woods across the road. The building is gone, but the beautiful 
woods is still there. 


‘The teachers in this school were R, McDonald, Miss Julia Thompson, 
‘Miss Jackson, Miss Keowen, Miss Annie Reid, Miss Elizabeth McLellan, Chas. 
McKinley, J. W. McGregor, Miss Dneiper, Miss Harper, and Miss Pricilla 
Menzies, 


This building was closed as a school in 1888, and in 1889 Wm. Smith 
bought it for $30.00 a year for 3 years, which he used for a dwelling for many 
years. 


‘The present brick building was opened in 1888, on Lot 5, con. 5, on 
the Sth. sideroad, and the final site was recommended by Inspector J.J. Craig. 

Miss Pricilla Menzies, the last teacher in the frame school, became the 
first teacher in the new brick school, and Mrs, Clarence (Vera) Denny the 
last. 


One acre of land for the site was bought from Mrs. J. MeDonald for the 
sum of $100.00. 


‘The brick for the building was made on the Givin farm, Lot 6, 6th line. 


Water for the school was obtained from a spring on the McDonald farm 
(ow owned by Bruce Leitch) near the South East corner of the school grounds, 
for a nominal fee of $5.00. 


In 1904 a well was dug in front of the school, but was filled in as the 
‘water was not good, another well was drilled in 1937 by J. L. Graham, depth 
118 feet, cost $342.94 


Much interest was taken in the annual school meetings which were held 
in Christmas holidays. At the meeting in 1899 they decided to buy a stove, and 
build a new fence around the school-yard, the posts cost $2.40, digging holes 
$2.00, painting the gates $1.50, 


Years brought several changes, in 1934 indoor plumbing was installed, in 
1941 the platform was removed, in 1945 a new maple floor was laid, in 1952 
‘Hydro installed, in 1956 a new oil space heater, in 1958 the woodshed was 
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torn down, in 1963 a new oil furnace was installed, in 1965 the school was 
closed, and the pupils were transported by bus to the new central school at 
Ospringe. 

‘The Woodside School served as a community centre for many years, 
where literary society meetings, presentations, showers, and various get-to-gethers 
were memorable occasions. 








Rural mail began in 1912, prior to this the settlers would go to Acton, 
Ospringe, or Ballinafad to pick up their mail 

Several small businesses were started in the section. McLeans on the Sth 
fine had a blacksmith shop where all the local horses were shod. They also had 
Iooms for wearring blankets, which they sold. Brick kilns on the Kennedy, and 
Givens’ farms on the 6th line provided brick for new homes. The ruins of @ lime 
kiln can still be seen on the corner of the Sth sideroad, and the 3rd line (The 
‘Thompson farm). A soap factory operated for some time on Lot 1, con. 5 
West. A saw mill on the farm, Lot 1, 3rd Line, where Leslie Smackhamer now 
lives, cut timber for their new homes. Kenney Shoe Repairs operated on Lot 5, 
Sth line (E. Freeman's home). Customers were asked to split wood while waiting 
for their shoes to be repaired. 

Former pupils from Woodside section, have gone out into the world, and 
Jeft their influence in many ways, some as successful doctors, nurses, teachers, 
ministers, and ete., among them being Bishop Warne, missionary to India for 
many years. Rev. Hector McLean, Missionary to China, and Rev. Mathew Cree, 
Presbyterian minister. 

‘To the old school we owe a debt of gratitude and ean look back with 
pride, to what it has done for the community. 





“IE those voiceless walls could only speak 
Of the days that have passed, the tales of yore 
‘The friendships made, and the sorrows shared 
Of those who have crossed to that far off shore 
Memories of teachers, strict and stern 

In pensive moments, our thoughts renew 
Beneath the veil, their souls were kind, 

Their minds were wise, their hearts were true”. 





This is a brief history of Woodside in which we have tried to present 
some interesting notes from the past. Now we must look to the future, for our 
children the narrow limits of a neighbourhood are being pushed back, but 
their memories, and friendships will be no richer than those who have received 
training at Woodside School. 





McEARHERN CENTURY FARM 
History of half of lot 4, Con. 6, Erin Township 


On February 13 1845, Angus McLean aged 47, who originally came from 
the Island of Islay with his parents, bought the west half of lot 4 con. 6 Erin 
from Caleb Marlatt. This land had previously been bought from the Crown 
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by John Hileox April 28, 1824. His wife Euphemia Smith, and 3. older 
children born in Scotland, accompanied him, They had 9 children all of whom 
worked at various occupations. 

John, a carpenter and cabinet maker, also framed barns, and built the 
resent house around 1868. Mary, a weaver who was often known to be up 
at 4 A.M. working at her loom. People brought wool from all over the 
countryside to be woven into blankets and fancy bedspreads, also rags to be 
woven into carpets 

Janet, also a weaver, did most of the housekeeping. Alexander, a stone 
mason built the foundations for a good many barns in the district. Angus was 
the farmer, Duncan went to Wisconsin, married, and had 2 daughters. Donald, 
a blacksmith, married Sarah McKinnon and farmed across the road on lot 4 
con. 5. They had 9 children, 

Anne, dressmaker, mother ef Annie and Effie married John McEachern 
and lived at Harriston. This family remained bachelors and spinsters, all but 
3, and spent their entire lives on this farm. 

Alexander and Angus McLean inherited the farm in 1870, John, Norman 
and Herbert McEachern, nephews, from Angus McLean in 1917. Present owners 
are Angus McEachern and Mrs. Herbert McEachern,who have the crown deed, 





The McEachern Bros. did custom work, mostly threshing, along with 
their farming operation, and raised some fine Percheron horses. They bought 
their first threshing outfit powered by steam, in 1922, and later switched to 
tractors. To this day they are still seam fans, Ron McEachern owns a John 
Goodison engine in excellent condition, which goes to the Steam Show at 
‘Milton each year, 


BRUCE LEITCH CENTURY FARM 


Lot 2, Con. 6 West 

‘The Crown Deed was taken out in 1826 by Mrs. Hannah Kennedy 
Zt was taken over by William and John Kennedy, her son’s and was in 
the Kennedy name until 1859. 

In 1859 James Russell bought it and in 1863 it became the pro- 
perty of Marion Russell who married Andrew Cree in 1866. They are the 
grandparents of the present owner. 

In 1915 Jams Cree bought it from his parents and owned it until 
1946. In 1946 it was bought by the present owner Sarah Jane Leitch, 
(Sarah Jane Cree). 


‘THE KERR CENTURY FARM 


In 1845 the Kerrs settled on the north west half of Lot 3, Con. 6 (Sth 
line) Erin Township, and have owned, and lived there ever since. Robert Caldwell 
Kerr the present owner is the Sth generation. 

The Crown deed was taken out by John Tice on March 10th, 1827, but 
on March 20th, 1827, it was transferred to Mr. Simmerman, and on February 
28th, 1832 it was deeded to Henry Konkle, who sold it to James Kerr, and his 
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wife Mary on March 4th, 1845, who came to Canada from Ireland. 


When they first came they lived for a short time on Lot 1, 8th con. Erin 
‘Twp. (7th line) where the Ballinafad store now stands. 


On March 11th, 1850, they deeded the farm to James Kerr, the younger, 
their son, who was born on the boat while coming from Ireland. 





When James Kerr, the younger died, the farm was left to his wife 
Margaret (nee Brownlee) until their son Robert reached the age of 21 years and 
the farm was turned over to him on May 17th, 1898, who in turn deeded it to 
his son James Archibald on April 15th, 1959, 


Over the years the Kerrs have been purchasing more land, and the farm 
now consists of 325 acres. James Archibald deeded the original farm to his son 
Robert Caldwell Kerr, in 1965 


A brick house was built on the farm in 1878, replacing the original log 
house, this house and 3 acres, was deeded to Robert’s sister Lydia Marie (Kerr) 
Anderson in 1965 


Robert Kerr, and his bride have built a new house on the farm. She was 
the former Pat Knox and is now President of the Ontario Junior Farmers. 

‘The Kerrs have been great lovers of show horses for five generations, and 
their “Lady Kerr” breed of Hackneys have won many prizes over the years, and 
they also have a fine herd of Holstein Cattle. 


S.S.No. 11 


‘NINTH LINE 





.S. NO, 1 — ERIN TOWNSHIP 


SS. No. 11, or the Ninth Line section, as it was commonly called, comprised 
the north corner of Erin Township. It was settled in the 1800's by Scottish 
families, of whom some bore the family names of McLachlan, McFee, McDougall, 
‘Smith, White, Barbour, McKinnon and Ferguson. 


In 1833 and 1834, McFee, Smith and McLachlan families settled on Lots 
29, 30 and 32, 9th line, after having made the three week trip from Argyleshire, 
Scotland to Halifax, Canada, The McLachlan land was bought and the deed 
procured in Hamilton. The running stream was a deciding factor in the | 
MeLachlan’s choice of Lot 30, Concession 10. 


For these pioneers, the maple trees yielded their first means of livelihood. 
Im the art of tree tapping, it was said that some of the women were more 
skilful than the men in wielding the axe to make nicks for tapping the trees. The 
maple sugat was carried many miles to trade for flour and other provisions, 

From ‘these carly farms, are two Centennial farms — the farm Lot 
32, Cone. 9E, owned by Mr. and Mrs. Donald McFee, and the farm Lot 29 
Conc. 9W, owned by Mr. and Mrs. Archie McDougall. Both these farms have 
served generations bearing the family names for over one hundred and thirty 
years. The MeDougall farm is,the oldest farm in the same name in Wellington 
County. 
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CENTURY FARMS 
THE ROWAN CENTURY FARM 


Thomas Rowan Sr. was born in Ireland in 1796 of Scottish parents, 
In 1830 with his wife and family of four children came to Canada. After 
his arrival his wife died. Living first at Woodbridge and then Sand Hill he 
took up land in 1840 on the N.E. half of Lot 31, Con. 11. The first home 
was a log cabin, The son Thomas Jr, built another log house on the property, 
‘Thomas Jr. and his wife Anne Menary had a family of twelve. In 1881 the 


large brick home now lived in by grandson Arthur Rowan was built. John 
Rowan, a brother of Thomas Jr. whose wife Jane Clarke built a home on 
S.W. half of Lot 31 Con. 11. They raised 10 children. John Rowan sold 


his farm to son-inlaw Wm. Henderson, In 1914 Robert Rowan, who had 
taken over the farm from her father Thomas Jr, bought the farm from Mr. 
‘Henderson uniting the two farm. Mr. Arthur Rowan is the present owner, 


McDOUGALL CENTURY FARM 


1. Lot 29, Cone. 9W Erin Township—Present owners—Mr. and Mrs. 
Archie McDougall 

In 1832, Mr. and Mrs Duncan McDougall and family of six boys and 
four girls namely: John, Donald, Niel, Duncan, Archie, Allen, Nancy, Janet, 
Katie and Mary came from Scotland. They cleared the land and settled on this 
100 acre farm. 

The son, Donald McDougall took over the farm in 1880, and carried on 
mixed farming in partnership with his brother Niel, Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
McDougall had a family of four — Annie, Duncan, John and Archie. 

Donald’s son, John McDougall, took over the farm in 1908, and carried on 
mixed farming until 1941, when his nephew, Archie McDougall, bought this 
farm, on which he and his wife still reside. Archie and his brother Alex operate 
a beef programme on 300 acres. 

Mr. and Mrs. Archie McDougall have one daughter, Joyce (Mrs. Fred 


Duncan) residing in Guelph; making the fifth McDougall generation to have lived 
on this farm, 


MsFEE CENTURY FARM — PRESENT OWNERS: 


MR. & MRS. McFEE 


2, Lot 32 Cone. 9E Erin Township—Present owners—Mr. 
McFee. 

In the spring of the year 1833, Arhibald McFee and his wife, the 
former Sarah McLachlan, arrived in this country from Argyleshire, Scotland. 
In the new country they cleared the land and made a home on Lot 32, Cone. 
9, Erin Township, for themselves and their family of one son Dougal, and 
five daughters. In the fall of 1833, another son, John, was born to this family. 

In later years, this property became John’s the younger son, who in 1868 
martied Sarah McDougall. They had a family of two sons and three daughters 


nd Mrs. Donald 
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namely: Christina (Mrs. John Suggit), Archibald (unmarried); Annie (Mrs. Charles 
Dyer; Barbara (Mrs. George Ellenton); Mary (unmarried); and John, who 
married Ethel May Awrey in September 1913. 


Mr. and Mrs. John McFee’s family of five sons and one daughter were 
Archie, Wilbert, Donald, Allan, Walter and Frances. 


Mr, Archie and Miss Mary McFee continued to stay on the homestead 
farm until their death — Archie passed away in July 1936, and Mary in May 
1949, This farm, then, became the property of their brother, John, 


‘At the present time, Mr. and Mrs. John McFee’s third son, Donald is the 
‘owner. He and his wife, the former Isabelle Barbour, third daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs, Thomas Barbour, of Erin, now reside on this farm. They have three 
daughters, Marion, Ruth, and Anne — fifth generation McFee's over 134 years. 


‘The carly settlers realized the need for an educational centre for their 
children. The first school was a log structure on Lot 31 Cone. 10, then owned 
by Mr. Dougal McFee. A large open fire place heated the building from firewood 
cut and hauled in by the pupils. 


‘The second school was built at the front of Mr. John McLachlan’s farm 
Lot 30, Cone. 10. That school was where Pleasant View Cemetery now is. This 
second school was a frame building, where an average of 75 and as many as 91 
pupils attended at one time, and were seated on long benches of rough lumber. 
‘This building served as a church as well as a school. Church services and Sunday 
School were held each Sabbath Day. Singing classes were conducted by Mr. 
Borland and Mr. Eddie Dyer. Literary meetings by the Patrons of Industry, led 
by Mr. Archie McLachlan, met during the week. 


‘The third school, a brick structure, was built in 1888 on the corners of Mr. 
Eddie Dyer's and Mr. John White's farms, Lots 30 and 31, cone. 9. This school 
‘was built under the trusteeship of Messrs. John McFee, John White and Archie 
McLachlan. To celebrate the opening of this new school, a dance was held in 
the old frame school house. 





‘Two problems to be coped with in the brick school for many years, were 
heating systems and the failures of water systems. A variety of furnaces and 
stoves were inadequate in heating the high ceillnged building, so, in 1929 the 
ceiling was lowered, and heating, by means of two stoves, improved somewhat. 
Until 1938, when a well was drilled, most of the water used was carried by pails 
by the pupils, from the McLachlan or McFee farms. By the time the school was 
reached, part of the water had slopped out of the pail, and in winter, more than 
likely, it had frozen on the pupils’ legs. Other services performed by the pupils 
were the caretaking duties — sweeping, dusting and starting fires. For this, they 
‘were paid a small amount per day. 





‘Through the years, a highlight of the school year was the Ninth Line's 
almost annual Christmas concert. This often was a community project of the 
combined talents of the school pupils and the older folk in the section. Many 





concerts were held in the school. Some of the preparations involved were the 
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erection of a platform, decorating the school room, bringing in the Christmas 
tree, and arranging dressing rooms in the woodshed lit by coal oil Janterns. In 
later years, for better accommodations for both performers and audience, the 
concerts were presented in Hillsburgh Town Hall. Sometimes a box social and 
dance were part of the evening's entertainment, 


Inspections at SS. No. 11 were conducted by Col. J. J. Craig, Mr. L. P. 
‘Menzies, Dr. G. G. McNab and Mr. W. R. McVittie 


In June 1960, the Ninth line school closed its doors as a school. Mr. Andrew 
B. King was the last teacher at $.S. No.I1. In September 1960, the pupils from 
S.S. No. 11 were transported by bus to the new Ross R. MacKay School in 
Hillsburgh. 


‘Teachers who have served SS. No. 11 through the years are as follows 
Mr. Grazeley, Mr. Langford, Mr. McGinnis, Mr. McKenzie, Mr. Hooper, Miss 
Janette Lang, Miss Margaret Strachan, Miss Grace McMurchy, Miss Minnie 
Dodd, Mr. McArthur, Mr. Robert Wansborough, Miss Flora McMillan, Mr. Frazer 
McLean, Mr. George Clingin, Miss Matilda McKee, Mr. Alfred Skippen (Dr.), 
‘Miss Madge Fowlie, Mr. Henry Gear (Dr), Mr. Arther Tortie, Miss Olive 
‘Thompson, Miss Fannie Reid, Miss Marjorie Carmichael, Mr. Archie Campbell, 
Mr. Ross R. MacKay, Miss Hazel Stewart, Miss Evelyn Thomas, Miss Eveleigh, 
‘Miss Louise Short, Miss Esme A. McGill, Miss Bertha Hamilton, Miss Nancy 
Lang, Miss Ruby M. Sargent, Miss Elda A. Parslow, Miss Marie Barbour, Miss 
Hope Smibert, Miss Margaret C. Carmichael, Mr. Dougal E. McFee, Miss Olive 
K. Bernett, Miss Elsie A. Caswell, Miss Jean M. Bothwell, Mr. J. D. Ferguson, 
Miss Gladys Barbour, Mrs. Elda I. Barbour, Mrs. Agnes W. Blain, Mrs. Myrtle 
‘White, Mrs. Ruth Bain, Miss Jean Nodwell, Miss Lois Cunningham, Mrs. M. E. 
Laidlaw, Mrs. Bertha R. Fines, Mr. Gordon Neil, Miss L. Rinker, Mrs. D. E. 
Dyer, Mr. D. A. Russel, Mrs. M. C. Jackson, Mrs. George Somerville, Mr. 
Andrew B. King and Mrs. M. R. Mackie as music teacher. 











Back in the 1880's a plot of land on the McLachlan farm, Lot 30, was 
set aside to be the last resting place of some of the community's pioneers. The 
tombstones in Pleasant View Cemetery, bear the names of McLachlan, Smith, 
Ferguson and McNiven. Of the trustees of this cemetery, Mr. Angus McLachlan, 
Mr. Neil Ferguson and Mr. John Smith Sr., Mr. Smith is the only survivor. 


The ninth line section has made its contributions to municipal life. Two 
citizens, Mr. James Milloy and Mr. John McFee were each honoured in being 
‘elected to Wellington County Wardens! 





‘This community has been served by rural mail delivery for many years — 
first delivery being all from Erin Post Office, and in later years by Rural Route 
2 from Hillsburgh to part of SS. No. 11 section. As progress continued, tele- 
phones and hydro each made a contribution to rural living. 





Among those who answered their country's call to duty in World Wars One 
and Two were John McLachlan and Elgin Barbour, in World War I — Allan G. 
and Archie McFee, Dougal McFee, Gordon Hall, Charles and James Allan, 
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William, Ernie and Jack Maxwell, Robert Inkster and Ralph Brady in World 
War 2. Sgt. Allan G. McFee and Cpl. William Maxwell were killed in action, 
and Ralph Brady died while training at Montreal. 

Agriculture, on the fertile soil of this area, has through the years, been the 
outstanding industry, yielding bountiful crops of wheat, grain, hay, corn and 
potatoes. To give us some appreciation of the changing prices over the years, 
Mr. John Smith Sr. remembers selling a 1000 pounds steer at three cents per 
pound in 1900. With this money, he paid his taxes totalling twenty-seven 
dollars. With the remaining three dollars, he bought a handmade pair of 
French kip shoes with oak tan soles, from Lawson's at Donaldson's Corners. 

‘Thus, since before Confederation, this corner of Erin Township has been a 
Prosperous agricultural settlement, and still, in this, our Centennial Year, in 
spite of changing conditions in so many of our rural communities, this part of 
our great country keeps pace with the “jet age” of agriculture. 





S.No. 12 
S. 8. NO. 12 MAY SCHOOL 





The first school was of log construction and stood on the north corner 
of 27 sideroad and fifth line on the Somerville Homestead, 

In 1861 @ new brick school was constructed on the west corner of the 
May's farm, Lot 27, con, 6 which was the opposite corner. 

‘The first teacher of the new school was Miss D. McKinnon, a native 
of Brin Twp. ‘The teachers that followed were Alex McKenzie, Alex Gordon 
and Daniel Talbot. E. F. B. Johnston was a teacher who later became one 
‘of Canada's most famous lawyers. Miss Agnes McPhail also a former teacher 
became famous as the first woman to be elected to the House of Commons 
as a member 0 the U.F.O. for the federal riding of Grey North. 





Others Teachers :— 





3. A. McGill Mrs Fred Hamilton 
Miss Belle Robinson Miss Minnie Wheeler 
Mr. Joe Thompson Miss Jean Barbour 

Miss Olive Aikens Miss Irene Knox 

Miss Belle McKechnie Miss Gladys Nodwell 
Miss Ada Cook Miss Helen McMurchy 
Miss Bessie ‘Thompson Miss Olive Awrey 

Miss Ada Cornish Miss Aurelia Gillies 

Mrs. Dr. Abbott Mr. Wm. Tupling 

Mr. Burnie Russel Mrs. Alice Kossitz 

Mrs. Arnold McKinnon Miss Hustler 

Mrs. Stella Rounding Mrs. Major 

Miss Beulah Baldwin Mrs, Eileen Rutledge 
Miss Elda Fletcher Mrs Howard Switzer 

Miss Marion Cameron Mrs. Margaret Somerville 
‘Mrs Jean Murray Mrs. Lawrence Bryan 
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In 1961 the decision was made to close the school and in January 1962 


the children were transported to the new Ross McKay central school in 
Hillsburgh. 


On July 8th 1961 a reunion was held at the school with over 400 former 
pupils and friends attending from as far away as New Liskeard, There were 
twelve ormer teachers present for this occasion. 


CENTURY FARMS 


WATSON CENTURY FARM 


On the 11th day of January 1867 William Watson a Scotish yeoman 
purchased the farm situated on Lot 27 East half of concession 4 for the 
sum of $480.00 from the Crown Grant. The taxes at the time were $5.50. 


He there raised a family of 7 boys and S girls, one whom is still 
living, Mary, Mrs. George Bolton of Orton, 


In the early years the house made of log was siuated in the field at 
the 4th line corner along with some other small buildings, which were later 
moved to their present site and a piece built on to the original house 





The large barn which now stands was built in 1886. 


In 1913 Richard Watson and Thomas Somerville a neighbour dug a 
well 20 feet deep which still supplies water to both the house and bam. A 
water box was also made out of a hollow log near the middle of the farm 
which was later replaced by a cement trough which runs the year round and 
never freezes providing a constant water supply for stock 


Richard Watson raied a family of 5 boys and 1 girl. Dave the second 
youngest of the family still lives on the farm where he has a family of 
2 boys and 2 girls 





THE BARNES CENTURY FARM 


On the eight day of October 1855 John A. Barnes purchased from 
Archibald Taylor one hundred acres of land in what is now Erin Township. 
‘The politicians of the day felt that the Confederation of Canada was doomed 
and the Fenians were making repeated raids on the Canadian boarders, but 
in these unsettled times men such as John Barnes were beginning the settlement 
of the Canadian Nation, 

After paying his tax bill of $6.75 John built a log cabin on the land 
and commuted on foot from his home in Georgetown to work his farm, He 
eventually married and raised a family of six children. In 1886 the house 
that still stands on the land was built and the family moved in. 

Miller Barnes took over his Father’s farm early in the 1900's and farmed 
there until 1942. Of the John A, Barnes family there is now only one 
surviving member, Mrs. Henry Thompson. 

In 1942 John Clifford Barnes took over the farm his grandfather purchased 
before Confederation, and is still farming extensively. 
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THE BURT CENTURY FARM 1823— 1967 





‘The Burt family is one of the oldest in Erin Township. The home farm 
is situated on Lot 25 Cons. 6. Erin Township, and is the original holding 
purchased for 100 pounds in 1823 by John Burt. John Burt was one of the 
early pioneers who emigrated from Great Britian and and Europe in the 
early nineteenth century to open up the province. He was a schoolmaster and 
surveyor and a native of Scotland. He gave the land to his son George Cranfield 
Burt who cleared the land and established the farm. The farm house that is 
lived in today was built in 1873 during the life of George Cranfield Burt. 


John Henry Burt ran the farm after his father, later retiring in Hillsburgh 
when his son George Chisholm Burt carried on. George Burt retired to 
Hillsburgh in 1952 and the farm is now in the name of Harry Parry Burt. His 
son Gordon Clare Burt is the sixth generation living on the original home 
farm. 


CEDAR VALLEY 


‘The peaceful little hamlet of Cedar Valley was called Slabtown in the 
eighteen hundreds. The name being taken from the sawmill operated by the 
‘Tarewell family. 


‘The first sawmill was built in 1853. At that time lumber sold at seven 
dollars per thousand. In 1900 a grain grinding mill was added. In 1924 a new 
mill was constructed. Both these mills were operated by water power. In 
1941 the mill was destroyed by fire and rebuilt in the summer of 1942. These 
mills were owned and operated for over a century by three generations of 








Tarewell Sawmill built in 1924 
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the Tarzwell family. George Tarzwell, his son Bob Wilson Tarzwell and 
grandson Kirby Tarzwell. R. E. Price took over the mill in 1942. It was later 
operated by Renwicks, In 1950 the mill was closed. It was remodelled and is 
now used as a summer home. 


Wm. Sheperdson and Sons owned a pump manufacturing company on 
Lot 25, Sth line. He used horses for power. He also had a plaining mill and 
a blacksmith shop on this site, 





CHURCH 


‘The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Cedar 
Valley Branch was started when Elder John Shields came and preached to 
a small group in George Tarzwell’s home. This home was used until the 
church was built around 1888 at which time R, W. Tarzwell was appointed 
pastor and served as such until his death in 1941. 


Beef rings were common in many parts of the township, Farmers organized 
into groups took turns putting in a beef to be butchered, with the meat being 
divided amongst the members. Geo. Berry and Leonard Bessey were the two 
main butchers for the Cedar Valley area, When the locker services came 
into the towns and villages the beef rings were discontinued. 


Around 1895 James Tarzwell started a grocery store in the house now 
‘owned by Alvin Cutting. This store closed about 1902. 


In 1933 Mr, and Mrs, Ernest Hall set up a grocery store in the front 
part-of the same building. During that year they bought and tore down a 
building on the corner of seventeen sideroad and the seventh line. They 
hauled home the lumber and erected a store on top of the hill just south of 
the house now owned by Lore Keeler. On the sixth of April, 1940 the 
building was loaded on three sleigh and drawn by a tractor to its present 
Jocation on the east comer of the fifth line and the station road. In 1945 
Mr, and Mrs, Burt Price purchased the store and added the dwelling. Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Churcher were the next owners. In July 1956 the store was 
sold to Mr. and Mrs, Wm, Reeves, Mr. and Mrs, James Ritchie purchased the 
store in 1967. 





In 1946 a welding shop was opened on the north comer with Elton 
Hubbs as proprieter. Following the death of Mr. Hubbs the business was 
purchased by Rudy Garbotz who has operated the business since that time. 


Street lights were erected in Cedar Valley in 1962. The road into 
Hillsburgh was hardtopped in 1965. 


A garage was opened in 1947 operated by R. E. Price the present 
owner, 
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S. S. No, 13 
OSPRINGE S. S. #13 








Ospringe was named from a village in England, a suburb of Canterbury 
in the county of Kent, from which came the first settlers around the immediate 
comer in 1842, These were the Webbs, Andersons and Baldics. 































‘The settlement started much sooner than the place was named. We find 
that the Munn family settled where Gordon Fines now lives, lot 18, Con. 
3, in 1831. The Campbells — George and several sons, came from Islay, 
Scotland in October 1831, and took up the farm recently owned by Wesley 
Leitch, lot 15, con, 3 and 4, Erin Twp., comprising 200 acres. They were too 
late in the fall to build a house, and lived in a “dugout” in the hillside for 
the winter, Dugald Ferguson also brought his family from Argyleshire, Scotland 
in 1831, and settled on lot 10, con. 3. 








In 1832, Duncan Robertson settled on lot 13, at the first line corner 
He was the great grandfather of the Robertsons, Hindleys, Van Normans, 
and Aikens of this neighbourhood, The Robertsons came from Lord 
Breadalblane’s estate at Dull, Perthshire, Scotland. When Duncan came to 
Erin township his nearest neighbours were: Aaron Abbot, on what is known 
as the Duffield farm on the 6th line of Eramosa; Rufus Everetts, who lived 
in “Hungry Hollow”, which has since been renamed Everton; and on the 
east, Dugald Ferguson, mentioned above. 





Duncan built a shanty on a knoll in the centre of the farm, and must 
have lived a lonely life in the woods. He made many trips through the woods 
and across the streams on cedar logs to the home of Dugald Ferguson. These 
her work in Toronto, On one occasion he walked to Toronto to see her, 
stopping overnight at his father’s farm at Norval. When he reached Toronto, 
weary and footsore, he found that his Mary was in the hospital, sick with 
cholera which was raging in Toronto then. Sick with disappointment, he 
tramped back to Norval, where he was taken with cramps, and, of course, 
thought he had cholera. Mrs. Stewart, wife of Col. Stewart, who had a 
local reputation as a nurse, undertook to treat him, She filled a barrel with 
hot water, covered it with boughs, then with a quilt, and so proceeded to 
steam him. When he had perspired freely, he was put to bed, and so effectual 
was the treatment, that he was able to proceed on his journey to Erin in the H 
morning, 





In 1834, having tired of shanty life, he built a log house near the first 
line, and he and Mary were married in November. Their house faced the 
south, and just in front of it they had a fold for the sheep, which were brought 
in every night to keep them from the wolves. 





SCHOOL 


‘The upstairs of the house was all in one room, and as soon as there 
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were enough children in the neighbourhood, a school was started there about 
1845, with Miss Buck as the first teacher. The discipline could not have been 
the best, for one day Mrs. Robertson heard a disturbance, and went upstairs 
to find the teacher trying to extricate a boy from under one of the beds, 
where he had gone to escape punishment. The school was later moved to 
the home of Robert James, grandfather of Mrs. Mary Cooke, Jot 13, con. 2. 
John Butchart taught he 





‘Teachers who taught at Ospringe were: 








Miss Buck Miss Bell 
John Butchart Miss Burgess 

Mr. Galbraith Margaret Cooke 

Mr. Stevenson ‘Anna Foreman 

Mr, Fraser Mary Martin 
Donald Munn Harvey Hassard 
George Kenny Stanley Jay 

Charles Black Miss. Parsons 

B, Somerset Margaret Brett 

Hugh McKay Irma McDougal 
Dan Thomson s. Ruth Papple 
Daniel Talbot Mrs Mary Carney 
Miss. Coke Mrs. Moore 

Malealm Gordon Mrs, Myrtle White 
‘Thomas Talbot Miss Potter 

Mr. Webster Fern Schell 

John Hamilton Mrs. Kingshott 
‘Amos Tovell Mrs, Alice Royce 
Mr. Hansford Lorne Brown 
Herbert Awrey Mrs. A. M. Rathbun 
Malealm Smith Mrs. M. C. Jackson 
Matthew Cree Mrs. Shirley Anderson 
Miss. Currie Mrs. Auliffe 

Miss Yeomans Paul Donaldson 

Miss Steele Mrs. Dixie Corrigan 
Orville Gane William. Parke 

Miss Dyke Bruce MacPherson 
Miss Thomson Mrs. Vera Denny 
Miss Clegg Mrs, Nancy. Sinclai 
Miss Gray Mrs. Ann Graham. 


‘There was soon an agitation for a school house, and a log one was 
partly built on the Peavoy property, on the west half of lot 15, con. 1, on the 
town Tine, These plans were changed, and a frame school 24° by 24° was 
built on the north of the Guelph road, midway between the town line and 
the first line, on the Robertson property. The school house was abandoned in 
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West Corner -- Blacksmith Shop 





[qo¥. 
Celeb yet ek tad de 


South Corner -- Willis Hotel 
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East Corner -- Ospringe Store and Post Office 
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1871, but the building was used as a driving shed by George Robertson, and is 
still being used by the present owner, Keith Sinclair. 

‘The first teacher in the new school, built in 1871, was Miss Coke, who 
taught twelve years. George Anderson Sr. carried the hand bell from the old 
building to the new brick school. In 1885 Amos Tovell was teaching at a 
salary of $450.00, Seventy-four pupils were registered from the ages of 5 
to 21, with an average attendance of 35, 
















Hydro was installed in the school in the summer of 1937. Children 
became so numerous, two teachers were hired to teach in the one room for 
a couple of years, which proved very inconvenient. In 1955 a new addition 
was put up adjoining the old building, and both were heated with an oil 
furnace installed in the new part. 





With consolidation in 1965, a modern school was built above the comer 
on the 2nd line, complete with six classrooms, teachers’ room, print 
room, kitchen and multi-purpose room. The other two room school was 
purchased by the highway and removed, 

























Curries hill was named after the Currie family who bought the property 
in 1845. The widow of Lachlan Currie, with ten of a family, came from Islay, 
Scotland in 1830, and settled in the township of Caledon. The youngest, 
Alexander, was about eight years of age. When he grew up he set out to 
pick a home for himself, Having selected lot 13, con, 4, Erin township, he 
took an older gentleman with him to see it. The farm was virgin forest, and 
the land very stoney, so this man said, “I pity the girl you bring here as your 
wife”. Nevertheless, Alexander bought the farm, and so diplomatic was his 
conduct, that two years later, in 1845, he married the same gentleman's daughter 
— Ann MacDougall 





‘Their decendants were Miss Ada, and Errett Currie. The land was cleared 
of the stones many years ago, which were so numerous they could be used as 
stepping stones all over one of the best fields, Neil, brother of Alexander, lived 
fon the east half of lot 13, but after some years, sold to his nephew, Alexander 
Currie, who was for many years tax collector in Erin township. He also, later, 
sold the farm and kept store in Ospringe on the east corner. 

ROADS 





The Guelph and Erin road was a given road, and at this point, as w 
as many others, ran through the farms which were lot 13. The pioneers not 
only gave the roads, but records say that they cleared them. George Anderson, 
John Webb, John Moon, Samuel Dunbar, Jacob Snyder and Duncan Robertson, 
were the first to underbrush and open out the road from the 3rd line to Eramosa 
townline, 





Previous to this, the route to Guelph followed an Indian trail coming 
from the 7th line by Mimosa, through the farm known as Bapties, on the Ist 
line. An Indian camping ground was in the back field by the bush. 
When the road was built, about 1844, a toll gate was situated about half 
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way between Ospringe and the river, where a ridge streched across. This was 
for many years called the toll hill, A team was always available so when one 
team came along pulling a heavy load, the other would be hitched on in front 
to help them up the hill 


Mr, and Mrs. Donald MacNeill kept the toll gate. It was not operated as 
the modern ones are, but the operators lived in the house, and the gate was 
close by, and could be opened from inside, Their grandson, Victor Canhamm, 
was for years an employee of G. B. Ryan's, and crossed the ocean many times 
as their buyer, handling women’s réady made garments, He became an inventor 
‘of many of the gadgets, — hangers, stc., which are commonly used today. 


When the toll gate’s work was done, the house was moved into Ospringe 
about 1875, and Geo, P. Anderson and his mother lived in it, It was moved 
‘again in 1952, when the Dept. of Highways widened the road, and is now 
the home of Mr, and Mrs, Vernon Stewart. 


Mr. Hugh McNair and his brother-in-law, Mr. McKenzie, who settled on 
the second line in 1848, built the second line road through the swamp with 
hand labour, as the swamp was too wet to use oxen to move the logs for 
the road. They asked help from the council, but received not a cent, In April 
1963, the department of highways took over the 2nd line to extend highway 25 
from Milton to highway 24 at Ospringe. 


Mr. McKenzie had a family of ten children, and underwent many hardships. 
A mad dog came along and bit their two cows and all their young stock, so 
they were left without stock at one time. 


‘Mr. McNair also had 8 sons and 2 daughters, He had a brood sow 
pasturing in the bush, When she came home one evening, he found that a bear 
had had a meal of special back bacon from over the poor animal's kidneys. 
‘She lived and was fattened for pork. 


BUSINESSES 


John Hawkins, blacksmith was for many years a picturesque figure in 
‘Ospringe. His shop was situated between the Anderson house on the comer, 
and the Hawkins house now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Klooster. He died 
about 1908, Mr. Baldic bought the Hawkins house in 1921, and the shop was 
torn down, 


‘The other blacksmith shop was run by Dugald McNair in 1871, where 
David Stewart's driveway is now. Part of the shop was later used by the beef 
ring as a slaughter house, It was taken down and put up behind the house, 
‘and used as an implement shed, by John McPhail, who gave the old anvil to 
Mr. Baptie. 


‘A woodworking shop owned by Duncan McKenzie, sat between the 
blacksmith shop and the Sinclair house, Mrs. Standish had it tore down, and 
the little garage was built out of the material. George Anderson worked there 
‘until be built his own shop. This he did in 1915, with material from an old 
sawmill he purchased from Robert Young, who owned the farm on the 2nd 
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line now owned by Mr. McDuffe, who keeps palomino saddle horses. This 
shop was built behind the Anderson house, just above the 2nd line cotner) 
and is now used as a storage shed by the Stewarts. 





William Harris, a shoemaker, had his shop on the 2nd line below the 


store operated by William Symons — more recently, Bulloch’s China and 
Gift Shop, 


The first store keeper in Ospringe was F. s 





Clarke, on the South corner. 


He sold to John Fielding, who enlarged and remodelled the building into a 
hotel, known as the Anglo American Hotel. It was bought by Charles 
Anderson some years after, and run as a hotel for many years. The stage 
coach went through from Erin to Guelph three times a week, and the horses 
always had a cool drink at the water trough on the pump stand in front of 
the hotel. 





‘The second store keeper was John McBain on the east corner, and the 
first post office was operated by Frances Clark in the store in 1854. The 
old store and house was moved back by one of the owners, and a two story 
structure built, which served as a store and post office for the community 
tuntil 1909, when John Cunningham sold to Jas, Kirkwood, who at one time 
‘was a member of provincial parliament, when he lived on lot 9, con. 2. He 
never bothered store keeping, so the post office was moved across the road 
where Josiah Stewart had bought the hotel from Charles Anderson and 
Fenovated it into a general store 





This building was purchased in 1925 by D. G. and Mrs. Robertson from 
Mrs, Ecclestone and son Fred. Before electricity was installed ice cream was 
sold in the hot summer months, and was packed in ice and salt, which had to 
be drained off each day. This was thrown on the road to help lay the dust. 
Neighbour’s cows used to come and lick up all they could find. One bossy, 
more venturesome than others, walked through the open door and came into 
the store to find the source of supply. Needless to say, she was cautiously 
ushered outside before any damage was done, On October 30, 1947, the 
government removed and closed the post office, and the area is now served by 
rural mail carrier 


‘These two buildings which provided the community with the necessary 
groceries and supplies for many years, are now being demolished on agreements 
with the department of highways, so the junction of the two highways may be 
widened, 


‘Mr. and Mrs. Robertson built a modern marketeria on the north side 
of the highway beside Ed Stewart’s service station. This cement block garage 
was built in 1949 by David Stewart to replace the small shop he purchased 
from Duncan McTavish in 1934, who had built it the previous year. 

‘This was the site of the British North American Hotel, more commonly 
known as Fielding’s hotel, as it was first owned by Thos.’ Fielding. Hiram 
‘Swackhammer sold to Robert Young in 1908, Mr. Young tore the building 
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down, and the same house Alex Stewart lives in was built with the material. 
Josiah Stewart removed the hotel stables, and used the lumber to build his 
barn in 1915, 

When Thomas Fielding kept the hotel in the early days, he is remembered 
because he seemed to realize the danger of his business, and would only give 
a traveller one drink, and neighbours not any. 


CHURCH 


Rev. Barker, an carly Congregational minister, used to pass through the 
village on horse back, going from Speedside to the White Church in Caledon, 
He was invited by Thomas Fielding to hold a service in the ballroom of his 
hotel, and consented. Mr. Fielding advertized the meeting and provided seats. 
The ball room chanced to be situated just above the bar room, and a citizen 
who was patronizing the bar, hearing the singing above, asked what it was. 
Being told that it was a church service, he raised his glass, and inspired 
probably by the “scotch” he had already taken, he said: 


“There are spirits above, and spirits below, 
The spirits above are the Spirits Divine, 
But the spirits below are the spirits of wine”. 


‘The first sermon at Ospringe was on a week day, Jan, 7, 1858. Rev. Baker 
continued to preach there until 1861, Mr. Fielding interested himself in the 
building of a church. Land was given by the pioneer “Dad Webb” on the 
extreme north west corner of his farm, under a lease that was to last as long 
as it was a church property. 


‘The church was built in 1862 by comunity labour. Mr. Fielding boarded the 
men at the hotel free of cost, and also made cash contributions. Tt was always 
considered a Union Church, but the deed was taken out and always held by 
the Congregationalists. The first seats were logs of wood, rudely hewn. About 
1873, William Webb collected money to put in seats and paint the church. 


The first Sunday School was organized by Jobn Hindley, at that time a 
ministerial student at McGill University. He also preached for some time after 
Rev. Barker gave up the charge. 


This charge was linked with Everton Mission station, with the minister's 
salary partly paid by the presbytery. But in 1876 Everton couldn't support the 
ministerial supply, and asked to be released. Erin Presbyterian Church then 
asked permission from presbytery to be linked with Ospringe, and this arrange- 
ment has continued. to this day. Rev. E. J. McInnis was minister at the time, 
‘and in 1877 the church was properly organized, and elders elected. Rev. McInnis 
just stayed one year, and after a years vacancy, Rey. Fowlie came and served 
for 25 years. During his ministry the new church was built on the Guelph 1 
‘The corner stone was laid July 2nd, 1888. The old building was torn down by 
‘Mr. Webb. 


In 1890, we find the first record of the Ladies Aid, when they asked if 
they could buy an organ for the church. It was voted on by ballot at a church 
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service, with forty five to five in favour. In 1892 a report was given of the 
Y.PS.C.E. — Young People’s Society Christian Endeavour, Also, in 1891, 
at the annual meeting, the trustees were given permission from Mr. Anderson 
to build a shed at the back of the church. This has since disappeared, as 
has the church steeple. 





ORGANIZATIONS 


On August 4th, 1899, the Sons of Scotland was instituted at Ospringe by 
‘Mr. H. McDonald. It was called McDonald Camp No. 15. Jas. A. Currie was 
chief for the year 1900, with Geo. P. Anderson recording secretary. Their 
meetings were held upstairs over A. J. Currie’s store. In 1905 they moved to 
Chas. Baldic’s house. This frame house was torn down by Mr. Baldic some 
years before the new one was built, owned by Gertrude Sunter. 





Garden parties were held by The Sons of Scotland. In the year 1901 
admission was 25c. and 10c. At one meeting a motion was made that all 
members take part in the entertainment on the evening of Oct. 4th, or be 
subject to a fine of Sc, Next meeting reports of a jovial time spent in speeches 
and readings, a Gaclic duet by Bros. Jas, McLean and Jas. A. Currie, and 
instrumental music by the orchestra. 





‘The Ospringe Women's Institute was organized in 1905 with Mrs. Horace 
Tovell, president, and Miss Emma Baldic, secretary-treasurer. Through good 
years and lean ones, through wars and peace, through small membership and 
large, the Ospringe W.1. has been mindful of our motto—For Home and 
Country, and in 1965 celebrated their 60th anniversary. 


4H homemaking clubs were sponsored by the W.I. The first was in 1936, and 
through the years many girls have been taught sewing, baking, and gardening. 

Ospringe Orchestra used to donate their talents on many occasions. It 
comprised of George Anderson, violin; Oscar Locker, guitar; and Gertie 
‘Sunter at the organ, 





In 1937 the Literary meetings were organized, and many an enjoyable 
evening was spent in winter, when each line took their turn in entertaining with 
their particular talents, One evening there was an attendance of 340. 


Farm Forums were also an important occasion on Monday evenings for 
a few years, when everyone sat around the radio listening to the broadcast. 
After some lively discussions on the topic of the evening a social time was 
spent in games and lunch, 


In March 1967, street lights were installed in the village, brightening up 
the community, 


We repeat the words of Ada Curtie: To the pioneers and their good wives 
we today owe much. They laid the foundations in clean living and industrious 
toil. Were it not for that, our community life today might not be so pleasant 
as it is. May our residents long continue to hold high — honour, truth and 
righteousness, and thus may blessings and prosperity be the inheritance of 
the children and children’s children, and generations to follow. 
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S. S.No. 14 


‘The carly sottlevs of this Section known as the Mimosa District but in its 
origin called Dublin, received that name from a number of Irish people who 
settled there about 1840. Later other nationalities-Scotch, English, German, 
Dutch, and United Empire Loyalists moved in, 


‘Their closest Post Office at that time was Fergus, so wishing better Mail 
Service, the residents applied to the Government for a Post Office, which was 
granted and given the name of Misa. Mr. Henry Reed who then owned the 
farm Lot 28, Concession 2, now owned by Misses O'Donnell (formerly Mr. 
Ernest Awrey) was given the Postmastership and the Office was in the house. 
‘The Mail was carried from Fergus by Mr. Edward Mooney, who served several 
Post Offices along the way. This called for one Mail a week. 


A small store was soon built at Mimosa and the Post Office was moved to 
the store. The Post Office was under the management of Mr. Duncan McDougal, 
after Mr. McDougal came Messers John H. Reed, Duncan Campbell, A. D. 
Farr, Samuel Gibson, Isiah Cawthra and finally George Hudson, 


Following the building of the store a hotel was built and was operated by 
Mr. Nash followed by I. C. Cawthra, John Colson and finally sold to Mr. 
Samuel Gibson who turned it into a dwelling and it is still used as a dwelling 
to-day, owned by Mr. Cecil Warmington. 


Mimosa grew to have two stores, 2 hotels, a shoe shop, blacksmith shop, 
chopping mill, and several homes. 


‘The building of the Credit Valley Railway in 1880 and the opening of 
the station and Post Office in Orton marked the beginning of Mimosa gradually 
diminishing as a trading centre. 


About the time Mimosa received its name a small log school-house was 
built in Mr. John Small’s field (now owned by Mr. Clayton Bacon) near the 
line fence on Concession 1, This was later replaced by a brick structure in 
1872, on the same farm only on 27th sideroad. As the years went by the building 
became so difficult to heat during the Winter, that in 1922 the people of the 
Section decided to erect a new school. A special building Committee was 
appointed. Tt was composed of Messers R. J. Robertson, William Miller and 
Wesley Jessop. It was not completed until November. 


During September schoo! was held in the basement of the Methodist Church, 
a few rods away. During October clases were held in the basement of the new 
school. On the 7th of November, school was conducted upstairs, with Miss 
Sadie Atcheson as teacher, 

‘The new school was the meeting place of the Community and many social 
‘evenings were held, The Mimosa Literary Society was formed and a lively 
debating team competed in many parts of the County. 

Many prominent men and women started their Education at the little red 
school of SS. #14, Mr. Fred A. Hamilton, Director of Education and Executive 
Secretary of St. Catherines, Secondary and elementary Schools, bears honourable 
mention as a native son of Mimosa. 
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Owing to the strides in Education a new Central School was built at 
Ospringe and in the Fall of 1965 the school at Mimosa did not re-open. The 
teacher, Mrs Albert Royce and pupils went to the new school at Ospringe, 
marking the passing of the little red school house at Mimosa. 





During the first World War the women of the Mimosa District organized 
fa Red Cross Branch known as the Patrotic Society, with Mrs. Thomas Lowry 
fas president and Mrs, Robert Jackson, Secretary. These ladies were an active 
group of workers. 





At the close of the War in 1918 these ladies banded together to form the 
‘Mimosa Womens’ Institute. There were twenty-six names on the first member~ 
ship roll. The first officers were: President—Mrs. Wesley Jessop, Secretary- 
‘Treasurer—Mrs. Henry McDougal. Two charter members, Mrs. Robert Wheeler 
and Mrs. R. J. Robertson, are still on the roll. 








Rural women would naturally be interested in agriculture and wish their 
daughters to be interested, also. As far back as 1925 a girls’ judging team 
received coaching in preparation for judging at the Canadian National Exhibition 
in Toronto. In 1932 three girls were sent to compete in a judging competition 
at the Ontario Agricultural College in Guelph. In 1949 Helen Flewelling and 
Donna Bacon were sent to the C.N.E, at Toronto to demonstrate Canning 
Tomatoes and in November of the same year Helen represented Wellington 
County at the 4H Club Congress in Chicago. Many of the girls in the Club, 
more recently known as the “Mimosa Belles” have completed 12 Clubs and 
received Provincial Honours, The Institute owes a debt of gratitude to the 
women who gave Leadership to the many Girls’ Clubs that have deen held 
over the years. 








Much has been accomplished in the past but there is still a lot to be 
accomplished in the future. Let us remember our Women’s Institute Motto, For 
Home and Country, and plan for the future. 


A history of Mimosa would not be complete without the mention of Mr. 
Samuel Gibson who was a blacksmith and plied his trade for over 40 years 
He was an exceptionally skilled workman, Repair jobs were brought to him 
by farmers for many miles distant. Mr, Gibson was also a Dentist at times, This 
little incident happened on Election Day, 1890, as told by the late Mr. Leonard 
Awrey. 


About twenty farmers were congretated in Sam Gibson’s blacksmith's shop 
when in ceme Jim Irvin with a terrible toothache. Sam, who was master of all 
trades, and having a pair of hand-made forceps, persuaded Jim to sit down and 
at it he went with power and strength and out it came, crack! Snap! But when 
Sam looked he had two teeth instead of one, One of the teeth slipped out of 
the pincers and flew up Sam's Sleeve, Sam stiil holding one in the crude 
instrument. Holding it up, remarked, “There she is,” Jim's remark to this was, 
“Many thanks,” but running his tongue around his mouth, he remarked that 
the hole was pretty big for one tooth, Jim was not aware that Sam, smiling, 
had something up his sleeve. 
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Mr, John Small Sr. lived to the grand old age of 104 years old, He came 
to Canada in 1842 from the County of Antsim, Ireland, and lived on the farm 
Lot 27, Concession 2, Erin Township except for four years spent at Brampton. 
He died in December, 1902, 


As we look beck over the years what a change has taken place. Two 
homes, the Mimosa United Church, the two Cemeteries, Mimosa Union 
Cemetery, and Mimosa Disciple Cemetery, make up the little Community of 
Mimosa. The old days were full of hard work and long hours but out of it 
came a good Communtity in which to live. 


The history of the S.S. #14 School Section and Community of Mimosa has 
been taken from the records of the late Messers Leonard Awrey and W. M. 
Grant, 


DRUMBILL 1861 


Drumhill a lively little hamlet in the early days, situated on the Erin, 
Eramosa Townline, Lots 25 and 26. 


It was an Orange Centre, with an Orange Hall, Inn, Store, Blacksmith 
Shop and several houses. 


Drumhill is now on a County Road, as of April 1, 1966. All that remains. 
is a shell of a log building, which will be removed by midsummer. 
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LIST OF TEACHERS S. S. #14. 










































John H. Reed Lyda Cook Madelaine Ronan 
Arthur Langford Katherine Houston Annie Thompson 


Allen Gibson Ida Cook Mrs, Annie McCutcheon 
Arthur Rowan Jean Keith ‘Mary Me Millian 
Ida Reed Jessie Miller ‘Yvonne Dickson 
George Clayton NEW SCHOOL 1922 .. Mrs. Dorthy Smith 
Bessie Thompson Sadie Atcheson ‘Audrey King 

Jessie Eliott Jean Rogerson Mrs, Margaret Lees 
Herle Reine Anna Cormie Betty Stenson 

Jim Stephens Vera Stephens Biel Kees 

Miss Thistlewaite Eileen Duty Mrs, Wm. Elgie 
Fred Lownes Clara Ezard Mrs. George Major 
Howard Hawse Harold Carter Mrs, Prickett 

John Simpson Tona Terry Mrs Albert Royce 
Gertie Armstrong Mrs. Albert Royce 


HISTORY OF THE MIMOSA DIS 





LE CHURCH 
1863 — 1951 


‘The Disciple Church at Mimosa was organized through the effort of 
several families who, though attending Erin Centre or Everton Churches, felt 
the need of a church in their own Community, 


Early in 1863 Henry Reed donated a small tract of land, Lot 28, 
second line, Erin Township. On this land a frame building was erected during 
that summer. The new building was dedicated on September 27, 1863. The 
dedication services were conducted by two early Ontario preachers, James 
Kilgour and Alexander Anderson assisted by Dougald Thomson of the Erin 
Centre Church, 


‘The two ealiest elders were David Steward and Archibald McDougall 
and the first deacons were Henry Reed, Jesse Anderson and Thomas Talton, 

‘The elders carried on the work of the Church during the first 20 years 
aided by visiting Evangelists. Allen Robertson led the singing starting the 
hymns with the aid of a tuning fork. In 1873 Mr, Henry Reed sold the ground 
for the present Cemetery. The trustees were Jesse Anderson, James Miller, J 
Westover, and Thomas Tolon. The deed for this property is registered in the 
registry office in Guelph. 

T. L. Fowler was the first regular minister and began his work in 1883. 
For several years following, Mimosa and Everton worked together as 2 pastoral 
charge. 











In the late eighties the need for a larger building was realized to accomodate 
the growing Church. A building committee composed of David Gregson and 
Allen Robertson was appointed and the building was renovated and bricked. 
This re-modeled edifice was dedicated in 1890. The Sunday School was organized 
in 1877 with Duncan MeDougal as Superintendant. R. J. Robertson served 
as Superintendant for 29 years and his brother Daniel for 23 years as Bible 
Class teacher, then the largest Bible Class in Erin Township. Others who 
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% 
i rae 
Mimosa Store Built in 1840 


served at the head of the Sunday School were Daniel Reed, Archie and Edward 
Stephens. 


From this pioncer congregation five native sons have entered the Christian 
Ministry: Robert Stewart, John D. Stephens, H. F. Reed, Norman H. Robertson, 
and Colin J. Robertson, 


As time went on many of the active families became scattered with 
some moving West, Several of the active supporters passed to their reward 
and it became more and more difficult to carry on. Finally in August of 1939 
regular worship services were discontinued. The membership roll was 
transferred to the Hillsburg Church, Tais marked the end of seventy-six years 
‘of helpful services in the Community 


On July 17, 1951 a business meeting was held of former members and plot 
owners. At this meeting it was unanimously voted to sell the Church building 
and furnishings and put the proceeds into a trust fund for the upkeep of the 
Cemetery. On July 27, 1951 the Church was sold to the North United 
Church, 


A final Memorial Service was held August 12, 1951, The service was 
attended by an audience of 350 persons, ore of the largest meetings ever held 
jin the Church. Rev. T. Alfred Fleming of Cleveland, Ohio, a former pastor, 
and a native son Colin J. Robertson, MaComb, Illinois were the speakers. 
This marked the passing of one of the last links with a pioneer age. 


‘The Cemetery is now under Perpetual Care and there are sufficient funds 
in trust to care for the upkeep year after year 


The late Rev, N. H. Robertson was leader for the Community in the 
task of reconditioning the Cemetery and raised funds for the perpetual care 
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‘of most of the Cemetery plots. 
HISTORICAL SKETCH OF MIMOSA UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 







For some years previous to 1864 oversight of the Presbyterians living in 
this locality was divided between Rev. Dr. Barrie of Eramosa and Rev. Wm. 
McMillian of Belwood (then Douglas). In 1864 a group of pioneers decided 
to build a meeting house. The site of the new Church was donated by Neil 
and Margaret McDonald. In the early years Everton was linked with Mimosa 
as a pastoral charge but Everton was never very strong and the members 
dwindled away, some to Ospringe and some to Rockwood. 

About 1875 the Mimosa Congregation applied to Presbytery to join St. 
John’s Church Belwood (then Douglas) as a pastorate. This was granted and 
proved a happy pastorate till Church Union in 1925, exactly 50 years later. 

The two earliest elders recorded were Wm. Torrance and Wm. Watson 
later John Scott and James Roe. In 1879 Robert Reid, John B, Rae and Neil 
MeDonald were ordained as elders. Other elders named were Alec Wishort, 
Wm. Rac, W. H. Rowan, James Grant, Thomas Adsett, Dan Pedan, Sam 
Gibson, Herbert Scott and A. D. Farr. 

‘The original frame Church and sheds were on the Neil McDonald farm. 
After twenty years of use the trustees decided that a new church was a 
necessity, the old one teing small and extremely hard to heat. In the year 
1884 a plot of ground was purchased from Peter McGregor (now Wilfred 
Flewelling’s farm) and the contract for the erection of a stone building was 
set. The corner stone was laid on July 24th and that autumn the building 
was dedicated as a place of Worship. The years following were good years for 
the members of the Mimosa Presbyterian Church, who laboured for the Master, 

The old records serve to remind us of the piety and zeal of our pioneer 
forefathers, They strove earnestly to uphold the gospel in the Community. 

In 1925, when Church Union was formed, Rev. W. L. Nichol was the 
first minister and the newly appointed session included Messers Wm. Gibson, 
John Lowrey, Wesley Jessop, Thomas Alexander, Leonard Leslie, Wm. Leslie, 
Herbert Scott, and Hugh Adsett. 

In 1938 under the guidance and inspiration of the minister Rev. A. L. 
Atton the United Church was remodeled. A basement was placed below and 
the windows, pews, pulpit, choirs, and the furnace from the former Methodist 
Church, were installed making a truly United Church building for Worship. 

‘There have been two candidates for the United Church Ministery: Chaplain 
Earl G, Leslie R.C.N. of Halifax, N.S., and Rev. J. Rae Grant of Milmay. 





















































This Church is still a pillar of strength in the Mimosa Community and 
hhas given 103 years of Service and Christian Witness. 


HISHORY OF MIMOSA METHODIST CHURCH 


The carly settlers of this Mimosa district knew that clearing the land, 
growing enough food to keep them from being hungry, and erecting dwellings 
for man and beast, was not enough to bring happiness and contentment. 
Religious services were first held in the little log homes then in the school- 
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houses, Orange lodges, and even in the Old Inns, which were so plentiful when 
‘the Country was young. 


Many of the settlers in the Mimosa Community were of the Methodist 
faith, and we learn they were holding religious services before the year 1860, 
and in that same year, a small courageous group, which included William Cox, 
Peter Mathews, Levi Allen, John Grasley, Gideon Awrey and Humphrey Jessop 
purchased @ quarter of an acre of land from John Small for the sum of $25.00 
and upon this lot a frame church was erected, the same year. Enough land 
being left to commence the cemetery. 


In 1890 the frame building was taken down and a brick building with a 
basement and furnace was built on the same site. Trustees at that time were 
John Grasley, John Morris, John Reed, Nathenial Reed, and Benjamin Roszell. 


On a blustery February Sunday in 1905 the fine edifice, which was only 
fifteen years old, was burned to the ground. 


Early that same Spring, plans were made for the rebuilding of the Church, 
the trustees being Wesley Jessop, Leonard Awrey, James Leslie, John Reed, 
‘Thomas Lowrey, John Morris and W. H. Awrey. Late in the Summer the 
Church was re-opened and a new and beautiful Church was dedicated as a 
House of Worship by Rev. Dr. Carman, at that time General Superintendant 
‘of the Methodist Church in Canada. 


During the first quarter of the present century, nearly all of the Churches 
in Rural Ontario were feeling the effects of the Western provinces calling so 
many farmers from their old homesteads. Dwindling Congregations made 
financing a serious problem, and Church Union scemed to ofier a way out, 
In 1925 the Mimosa Methodists decided to cast their lot with their good 
neighbours and friends, the Presbyterians and Bethel Methodists, and the 
Church which they loved so well was left empty, but full of sacred memories 
of the times when the Gospel of Christ was preached with power by the 
faithful ministers of the Church, all through the 65 years of its existence, 


In the year 1938 the members of the United Church at Mimosa thought 
it wise to renovate the Church so they came to the conclusion of putting the 
‘two into one. Rev. Alford Alton’s good advise did much in putting these 
‘two Churches into one and building a fine chapel. 


BAILEY CENTURY FARM 
LOT 25 W. Concession 1 Erin Township 


William Green, born in 1823 in Conarmagh, Ireland, came to Canada in 
the 1850's and married Ann McClellan who was born in Scotland in 1833 
and migrated to Canada. She told that it took six weeks to cross the Atlantic 
some days they drifted back farther than they had travelled the day before. 
‘They bought the farm on Lot 25 W. Concession 1, Erin Township, in 1861 
and their first child, William Junior, was born in 1862. There were five other 
children, William Jr. took the farm over after his father’s death in 1892 and 
farmed until 1916 when it was sold to his brother-in-law, John Bailey, who 
was married to Sarah Green and moved to Guelph along with his mother 
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‘and sister Annie, His mother passed away in 1921 and William in 1924. John 
Bailey worked the farm until 1924 when he moved to Fergus along with Mrs. 
Bailey and their daughter, Alice. His son George took the farm over and is 
still living on the farm and working it along with his son Keith George. Keith 
has 2 sons and 1 daughter. 











3ESSOP CENTUR YFARM 






Lot 29, Concession 2, Erin Township 





‘The Jessop Farm was taken from the Crown April 16, 1832. One year 
later in the year 1833 Mr, Humphrey Jessop Sr. came with his wife from 
Dublin, Ireland, made a home and raised a family of four boys and five 
Is. At his death his sons carried on, Humphrey Jr. taking the East hundred 
and the west to Thomas, who later sold his farm and moved to Kansas, U.S.A. 

Humphrey married Mary Ann Grasley and seven children were born to 
them. 

In 1899 his eldest son Westley bought the farm and his father moved to 
Fergus. Wesley married Bertha Leslie of Acton. 

In 1916 a brick home was built with modern conveniences and lit by a 
Delcoplant and used till the Hydro power came in December of 1945. At 
Wesley’s death in 1927, his son Earl took over and farmed till the fall of 1966, 
Earl's wife is Marjorie Cox of Eramosa. In 1966 Earl's second son Kenneth 
bought the farm and his parents moved to Guelph. Kenneth is married to 
Jessie Kemkes of Branchton. 

This is the fifth generation of the name of Jessop to be born and grow 
to manhood and womanhood on the family homestead. 











S. S.No. 15 
UNION SCHOOL SECTION #15 ERIN AND EAST GARAFRAXA 





During the fall of 1900, a survey was made of the number of pupils around 
the 7th line Erin and Townline of East Garafraxa who had long distances to go 
to school. As a result, on December 26, 1900, Mr. W. H. Nodwell (where 
Russel Somerville now lives) was host to a meeting to form a school board, to 
get something closer for the pupils to walk to school. 


At that time, the Everson girls, which is now known as the Strebble Farm, 
walked to the 9th line school; also the Halls, from where Fred Overland lives 
along with the neighbouring children in between. On the 14th line Fast 
Garafraxa, the Nodwells (now the Miller farm) walked to the stone school on 
the Orangeville-Fergus road located past Mercer Nodwell, 





As a result of this meeting, a Union school was formed to take care of 
East Gara Fraxa and Erin pupils. This was known as U.SS. #15 Erin and East 
Gara Fraxa. Land was acquired on the Townline between the two townships at 
the corner of the 14th line on the East Gara Fraxa side. 


This new section was created from portions of the former sections, ‘These 
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were as follows: U.S.S. #2 Erin (Orton), S$. #4 East Gara Fraxa (Marsville), 
SS. #5 East Gara Fraxa (Stone School, SS. #  (Hillsburgh), USS. #11 
Erin (th line school and S.S. #12 Brin (May's). The boundaries for these were 
McGill's farm on the townline, down the 6th line Erin township to where the 
Cunningahms and McCauslands now live, up the 13th line East Gara Fraxa to 
N. D. Thompson’s now L. Donaldson, up the 14th line East Gara Fraxa to 
Johnstons’ and Millers’ formerly Nodwells', down the 7th line Erin to Huxleys’ 
now Ross Huxleys’ and a centennial farm, and east on the townline to Browns’ 
and up the 15th line East Gara Fraxa to Smiths’ 


Mr. Samuel Huxley was appointed the Ist Secretary. W. H. Nodwell, Albert 
Dyer and Abraham Everson formed the board, W. H. Nodwell was the Chairman. 
Mr. Albert Dyer was secretary in 1901, 


On January 3, 1901, Robert King was paid for 1 acre of land for school 
site $115. This was on the corner of the 14th line East Gara Fraxa and the 
townline and known as Lot 1 Concession 14 East. Wallace Ingle is the present 
‘owner of this farm. It is interesting to note at that time, preparing the Deed for 
the school lot cost $1.50 and the purchase of 26,500 bricks $139.00. Slate 
Blackboards for the school $33.25. Chairs and desks and window shades for 8 
windows—$12.55. 


In July 1901 an advertisement was placed for a teacher costing $1.00. As 
a result, Miss Ella Lamount from Ethel, Ontario was hired at a salary of $285.00. 
Her salary was raised to $300. and then $330. She remained until June 1904 
and married James Milloy, who was later Reeve of Erin Township and Warden of 
Wellington County. Mrs. Royce, an Erin Twp. teacher, is a daughter and Archie 
Milloy, Superintendent of Secondary School, Province of Ontario is a son. 
Another daughter Miss Ella M. Milloy is a librarian in Toronto, The end of 
December 1904, annual meeting December 28, showed a balance in treasury of 
$123.83. Grants in 1905 were as follows: Grant East Gara Fraxa, $8.40; Grant 
Erin, $8.80; Levy from the treasurer of Erin (G. Wheeler), $198.77; Levy from 
the treasurer of Gara (J. Simpson), $252.95; making total receipts of $592.75 
for the year and the expenditures for that year $412.79, leaving a balance of 
$179.96. A little more balance was gained from the previous year. 


In 1904, a new teacher, Mr. Hyman Irvine was hired. His salary was 355. 
He resigned in 1903. During his time of teaching, school was held in August 
Miss Edna Baldwin of Hillsburgh was engaged in 1905, She is now Mrs, George 
Burt and has 5 sons and 1 daughter, 21 grandchildren. Her son Harry now 
operates the Burt Centennial farm. Mr. James Milloy was secretary and Morgan 
Nodwell treasurer at this time. 


In 1906 Miss Edna McGill of Hillsburgh was the teacher and her salary was 
‘$400. Miss McGill taught for 3 years. In 1909 Miss Bella Brown, Marsville, 
taught resigning in 1910. Mr. Ross McKay came in 1910 and taught for 1 
year. In 1911 J. B, Russel came and taught for 1 year. The enrollment was 36 
Pupils. In 1912, Miss Edna McGill, who had taught formerly 3 years returned 
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and taught until 1914 (the beginning of World War 1). At the end of 1914 the 
receipts for that year were $1422.95 and the expenditures were $725. Two 
brooms and matches cost 1 dollar. From January to December 1914 Miss Mary 
Hunter taught. During 1915 the following teachers taught: Miss Margaret Lamb, 
Miss Cora Hutchinson, Mr. Archie McKinnon who was later a doctor in Guelph. 
In 1916 Miss Pilcher of Owen Sound was hired. The Chairman was Albert Dyer 
and the Secretary was John Smith. In 1917 Miss Aggie Armstrong was hired and 
taught for two years 


Miss Flora McGill of Hillsburgh came in 1919. She is now Mrs. Alex 
McLachlan and has one son Bill. She now resides in Hillsburgh. In 1920 Miss 
Eunice Graham of the 10th line Erin taught, she is now Mrs. Hugh Reid of 
Guelph. In 1921 Miss Mary Ransom of Fergus taught. She is now Mrs. Harold 
Cox of Mimosa. From September 1922 to June 1925 Miss Marguerite Lightle of 
Amaranth Station taught. In 1925 Miss Bessie Ellise of Orangeville taught. She 
now resides in Ottawa. During 1926 Miss Betty Crozier of Mono Mills (now 
Mrs. Blake Fairburn) of Orangeville also Miss Kaye Kennedy of Owen Sound 
were teachers. Miss Annie I. Morrison came at the beginning of 1927 and 
stayed until June 1928. Miss Alice Milloy of Hillsburgh came in 1928 at a 
salary of $1000. (the highest salary in the history of the school to date). She 
remained until 1930 and then she married Albert Royce, who is still on the staff 
of Erin Township School Board. 














In September 1930 Miss Alice Wolfe of Ayr was hired and in 1933 went 
back to Queen's University to obtain her B.A. degree. In 1933 Miss Sadie Irvine, 
Grand Valley was hired. She is now Mrs. Clarence Bryan of Hillsburgh. The 
attendance was 11 pupils and in September 1934 the attendance was only 9. 
During 1934 Miss Marion Deon was hired as music teacher. Miss Hulse was her 
successor. Miss Mary Martin, now Mrs. R. D. Graham of Erin taught from 
March 23 to June 26 in 1936, 


1937 to 1943 Miss Dorothy Wilkinson of Cheltenham taught the enrolment 
in 1940 was 17 pupils. Miss Wilkinson became Mrs. Wilkinson and is now de- 
ceased. In September 1943, Miss Edna McDonald of Dundalk was hired and 
remained until the end of June 1945. At the annual meeting dated December 
29, 1943, a motion was on the books, authorizing the trustees to see about the 
cost of putting in the Hydro and report to the section. 





During 1943-1945 the following boys were on active service: J. D. Brown 
Clarence King and James Johnston. The boys overseas were Kenneth Thompson, 
Duncan Thompson. Duncan was reported missing October 1942, 


In the summer vacation of 1944, the school was redecorated inside and 
out. The Hydro was installed, equipment for hot lunches was bought and at 
the beginning of 1945 lunches were served during January. This was the severest 
January on record. 


1945-1948 Miss Charlotte Lindsay was teacher. She is now Mrs. Gordon 
Simpson. She resides on a farm with her husband and 3 children at Marsville.. 
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She was engaged as the Principal's supply teacher at the new East Gara Fraxa 
Central School in January 1966. Miss M. E. Currie taught from September 1948 
until June 1951. In 1949 at the regular mecting December 28 a motion that the 
business of transporting pupils to High School be left over to a Special meeting 
‘of the Ratepayers of the section. The Special meeting was called for January 26th, 
1950 and the vote on transportation was taken. The question was “Are you in 
favour of making a transportation grant from this section of 27%e per day 
attendance at a high school or continuation school on behalf of any child living 
in the section — which was agreed on unanimously. Thus the pupils from this 
section began to be bussed to High School. 


‘A well was drilled during 1950 by Davison’s of Wingham. Water was 
obtained at 312 feet. A pressure system was installed. Hot and cold water on 
tap by March 1951. At the annual meeting December 27, 1950 a motion was 
passed to pay the present caretaker F. Overland $1.50 per day plus $5.00 for 
scrubbing until the Area Board took this over. On January 1, 1951 the section 
joined the Erin Township School Area #2 Board, with 5 trustees namely: 
Elwood Nodwell, Carman Parkinson, Wallace Barbour, Kenneth Leith, Harvey 
Dearing and W. B. Barbour (Sec.-Treas.). 


In September 1951, Mrs. Beulah Leitch (Baldwin) became the teacher with 
the enrollment of 14. She taught in this school until 1962 when she became 
superanuated. 


Mr. Gordon Hunter of Conn came in September 1962 and remained until 
June 1964. In 1963 Erin Township School Area Boards were dispensed with 
and we had the Erin Township Schoo! Board, with the 5 trustees and Secretary- 
‘Treasurer namely: Mrs. Marae Somerville, Mr. Roy Wheeler, Mr. Lloyd Lang, 
‘Mr. Lloyd Marshall, Mr. George Wallace and the secretary-treasurer Bert Berry. 


To get the boundaries straightened out for central schools in the township, 
‘the Union Schools were being dissolved and the portion that belonged in the 
township reverted back to its’ own township. This became known as East Gara 
Fraxa School Section #17 and was operated by the following trustees: John R. 
Smith, Bill Johnston, and Clarence King. This section entered the East Gara 
Fraxa School Area January, 1964. The East Gara Fraxa children from Orton 
and the 9th line schools attended this school. The teacher from September 1964 
to November 19, 1965 was Miss Donn Maw. The school closed its doors on 
November 19, 1965 and moved to a new Central School about 44 mile from 
Marsville. Miss Maw moved to the East Gara Fraxa Central School. Then this 
school was sold to Credit Valley Conservation Authroity. 

‘There are three Centennial Farms in this area. These are as follows: McGills’, 
Huxleys’ and Wheelers’. 


THE HUXLEY FARM 


In October 1832, Nathan Horton was granted 100 acres from the Crown. 
Nathan Horton and his family cleared three actes and erected a small house. 
This original house is part of the present house. The Hortons were the owners 
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from 1832 until 1856. 


When Thomas Huxley gave up his trade as a wagon maker in the town 
‘of Orangeville, he decided to buy a farm. He came to Erin Township and 
purchased lot number 29 west in the eighth concession of the township from 
Lydia Horton, widow of the original owner. Mr. Huxley must have obtained 
possession in ths spring or late fall, as his wife and two children came from 
Orangeville in a jumper. The horse was driven by a man named John Green, a 
friend of Mr, Huxley. 


‘Thomas Huxley was owner and operated the farm until 1889. Then his 
son Samuel Huxley owned and operated the farm until 1904, when he Jeased 
the farm to Henry Willis grandfather of Senator Harry Willis. While Mr. Willis 
was harvesting his second crop, he died quite suddenly. Mrs. Willis, unable to 
carry on alone, gave up the lease. Samuel Huxley then moved back to the farm 
and owned and operated the same until 1920, when his son Edgar became owner 
and operated the farm until 1951 when he and his son, Ross became joint 
‘owners until 1962. In that year Ross became owner and is now operating the 
same. 


THE McGILL FARM. 


In 1831, Donald McGill and his family emigrated from Scotland to Canada, 
‘They spent a short time in Toronto and when they left and made their way to 
Erin Township, they left behind a son Donald #11 with friends, Donald #11 
was stricken with cholera and was not expected to live. 


They came to Lot 32 concession 6 and at that time the land belonged to 
the Canada Co. They cleared the land, which was all bush and they built a frame 
house in about the middle of the 100 acres. A frame house at that time was a 
Very modern house because up until then all the houses were built of logs. 


When they returned to Toronto about seven years later, they learned that 
their son had not died from the disease. Donald #11 returned with them and in 
1847 the farm was registered in his name. He married Jane Barbour and they 
had a family of eight. A son William took the farm over to his youngest 
Donald #111 in about 1899. 


Donald #111 married Estella Barnes and they had a family of three—two 
girls and one boy. In 1925 his son, Elwin took over the farm. He married 
Gladys Nodwell and they had two sons, Robert and Harry. In 1953 Elwin 
McGill turned the farm over to his eldest son Robert, who married Jean Sinclair 
‘They have four children, Beryle, Debbie, Sharon and David, who are living 
on the farm and operate it today. 


THE WH 





LER FARM 


James Wheeler was born in 1834. He lived on Lot 21 west, concession 7 

south of Hillsburgh. Around 1857 he walked north through the bush and decided 

to buy from the crown, a section of land which is now Lot 29 west Concession 7. 

He cut some trees and returned the following spring to sow some grain among 
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the stumps and built a log house. The taxes on this land in 1866 were $8.50. 
He was married to Mary McMillan. They had 3 sons George, William and Urire. 
‘They cleared more land and built the present birch house in 1891. 

George Wheeler who was born in 1868, Iater married Harriet Ann Barden. 
‘Their femily Albert, Henry, Bruce, Ida and Norman, moved north to lot 31 in 
1909. James Whecler died in 1915. About this time George's eldest son Albert 
married Ethel Sinclair. He operated the farm for 37 years retiring to Hillsburgh 
in 1952 and selling the farm to his brother Norman. 

Norman Wheeler was married to the former Emily Hall in 1930. They have 
two sons George and Bert and two daughters Marjorie and Julie Ann. In 1956 
Bert was married to Myrna Hamilton. In 1957 George was martied to Catherine 
Anderson. At this time their father and mother moved to Guelph. Wheeler 
Brothers in partnership now operate both farms. 

‘At the present time George, his wife and family Terry, Larry and Joy 
reside on Lot 31, Bert, his wife and family Laurie, Ron, Luann and Carrie 
reside on Lot 29, the Century Farm, 


No. 16 
BRISBANE, 


The village of Brisbane or Bristol, as it is named in the registry office in 
Guelph, was surveyed in 1854. There being a King St., Queen St., Concession St, 
James St., Nelson St. and St. Paul St., with 8 lots, each measuring 100° x 90° in 
each block, and each street being 4914" wide. At one time it boasted a popula- 
tion of 27 people, 

Today Brisbane is described as being located at the corner of the Guelph 
Road or #24 Highway and the 7th line or County Road #65. Today a service 
station marks the sile of the old post office, which was in the Ashley Home. 
‘The post-master was Joshua Ashley with assistants being Mrs. E. Warden and 
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Robert Ashley. School supplies, tobacco, gum, candy, etc, were kept for sale. 
Mail was brought from Guelph by stage coach driven by William Nevilles 
Here the neighbours for miles around, met in the evening to collect their mail 
and discuss events of the day. The stage coach travelled between Guelph and 
Erin daily except Sunday, and also provided transportation for six or seven 
passengers. 










‘The school section #16 was formed in 1900, the last section in the township 
being part of S.S. #14, Peacock; SS. #7, Cedarvale, and Union SS. #2, Erin 
Village. The site was purchased from Mr. J. Binnie at the price of $100.00, as 
part of lot 13W. con. 8 The first meeting was held December 26, 1900. Robert 
Akitt was chairman, Jos. N. Reid, secretary and Trustee; Ed Marshall, 2nd 
Trustee and Robert Akitt 3rd Trustee. A motion carried that the Board apply 
to Erin Municipal Council for a debenture issue of $1350.00, the estimated 
amount required to purchase the site, building and equipping the new school at 











4% % interest. The contract for the complete construction and equipment of 
school was let to Mr. Ben Mundell at a price of $1350.00. The first teacher 
was Miss M. Reid and her salary was $350 per year. Mr. A. McArthur received 
$23.00 per year for caretaking services. George W. Berry was the first secretary 
for $5.00 per year. 


‘Trustees who rendered their services over the years 1900-1946 when 
School Area was formed are as follows: Robert Akitt, J, N. Reid, Edward 
Marshall, Thomas Marshall, R. C. Price, J. R. Harper, John Snow, James 
Hamilton, William Akitt, John Binnie, James Scott, William Nevills, Elijah 
Warden, Sam Nurse, James Delaney, Fred Delaney, William Bingham, William 
Jackson, J. R. Hamilton, James Nevills, Gordon Marshall, Frank Root, George 
H, Scott, Thomas Cook, Elgin Reilly, MacKenzie Cunningham, Gordon Jackson. 
‘The secretaries were George W. Berry, 1901-1937; and Bert Berry, 1937-1947. 





The red brick school house was the most modern and best equipped of the 
township schools, being the last one built. At the back of the yard was quite a 
large garden which was cared for by teachers and pupils for many years. The 
section extended east and west from 8th to 6th lines and north and south 
between 17 and 10 sideroads, which took in approximately 22 families. The 
school concerts usually involved many more than the teacher and pupils in their 
preparations. A few years later the School Fairs were introduced. ‘These were 
held in September when all the schools in the township competed. They were 
similar to Erin Fair but on a smaller scale. The entries included farm animals, 
srain, vegetables, flowers, baking, candy, sewing, and carpenter work. Then the 
schools competed in their singing, marching and physical training exercises 
Teachers boarded in the section and besides their school work were expected 
to take part in social functions and church activities, also attend any funerals 
in the section for which the school was closed for the afternoon. About 1942 
hydro power came into the school and many of the homes. Peacock school had 
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hydro a few years previous and the older pupils were allowed to walk down and 
join the other pupils viewing films. 


Property on #24 highway, between the 7th and 8th line was purchased from 
Frank Cunningham and a four room school was erected and opened in September 
1962. With an increase in population two more rooms were built in 1963 and 
again in 1966 a portable room was set up to accommodate the 250 pupils. With 
the new school also came school buses, when children walk no more, missing 
half the fun of school days. 


‘Teachers 1901-1962 


Miss Mary Reid, August 1901-1907 
Miss Jean S. Taylor, August 1907-June 1911 

Miss Annie E. McGirr, September 1911-June 1913 
Miss Beulah Baldwin, September 1913-June 1914 
Mr. Harold Norris, September 1914-December 1915 
Mr. H. G. Manley, January 1916- June 1916 

Miss Margaret Townsend, September 1917-June 1917 
Miss Mattie McDowell, September 1917-December 1917 
Miss Minnie Moore, January 1918-June 1919 

Miss Muriel Haines, September 1919-June 1921 
Miss Viola Blackwell, September 1921-June 1922 
‘Miss Carrie Shaw, September 1922-December 1925 
Miss Annie Snyder, January 1926-June 1926 

Miss Alice Milloy, September 1926-June 1928 

‘Miss Hope Smibert September 1928-June 1929 
‘Miss Annie Cook, September 1929-June 1933 

Miss Jean W. Curtis, September 1933-June 1937 
‘Miss Florence Steen, September 1937-June 1940 
Miss Florence Steele, September 1940-June 1941 
Miss Helen Davis, September 1941-Iune 1945 

Miss Maxine Lemon, September 1945-December 1945 
Miss Jean Milligan, January 1946-June 1946 

Mrs. Alice Royce, September 1946-June 1949 

Mrs. Norma Lovell, September 1949-June 1960 
Mrs. Mildred Bellegham, September 1960-June 1961 
Mrs, Norma Lovell, September 1961-June 1962 


Staff at the new school include—principal Mr. Paul Donaldson, Mrs. N. 
Lovell, Mrs. M. Duggan, Mrs. M. Dyer, Mrs. Somerville, Mrs. Anderson, Mr. 
Coon, Mrs. Elgie, Mrs. Sinclair, Mrs. 8. McKinnon, Miss Kay Douglas, Mrs. Ken 
Graham, Mrs. Harold Reilly, Miss Lindsay. 


The school area sold the grounds and buildings to the Department of 
Highways. The school structure was sold to Mr. Charles Eagles who demolished 
it in 1963. The school ground, amounting to an acre was bought back from the 
Dept. of Highways for $150. by Township council. Also 1.4 adjoining acres 
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New Brisbane School, 1963 


was bought from Annabelle Falconer for $1200.00, A cairn is to be constructed 
which will have two plaques, one commemorating the centennial of confedera- 
tion in Canada and the other outlining Erin Township historical facts. The 
Federal and Provincial governments each provided $1.00 per Township popu- 
lation providing the municipality matches their grant which would amount to 
Jess than $10,000.00, 


Roads were gravel and maintained mostly by the ratepayers who were re~ 
quired to give so many day's work each year. There were no graders or snow 
plow, so many times the travelling was almost impossible, particularly in the 
spring, Cars had not yet come into this area, so all transportation was with horse 
drain vehicles. There were no telephones in the section until about 1912 when 
four were installed on the 7th line north of Brisbane, namely John Binnie, 
Caldwell Price, James Delaney and William Nevills. 





With the passing of the older folks in the little village, many of the old 
houses disappeared. The post office was closed and the house sold to people 
by the name of Hogg. In a short time it too was burned leaving only the school. 
‘There had been a blacksmith shop, a gunsmith, woodworking shop, cooper shop 
‘and two hotels. Thomas Bush of Erin built the hotel which stood on the south 
corner of the intersection. It was built of white brick which were made on the 
site, and when it burned several of the doors were not damaged and Dan 
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McMillan used them in a brick house which stands south of the Huxley 
Cemetery. They are large panelled doors, about three inches thick and measuring 
about 3° x 7. 


In reading through old council records mention is made of agricultural 
meetings and council meetings being held at various taverns. Records dated 
1862 record the Bush Hotel, 1863 a Higgins, 1865 a Chisholms, and 
1864 at Ben Aldous’ on the 7th line and 17 sideroad. This property was 
acquired in 1854 from Frank Roots great grandparents John and Elizabeth. His 
grandparents William and Margaret re-acquired the site in 1888. The building 
had been used as a hotel, then a butcher shop, then a dwelling. Frank Root tore 
it down and sold it to Ernie Hall who moved and rebuilt it at Cedar Valley. 

Rural mail delivery came into effect and the area formerly served by one 
delivery was divided into three. Below the Guelph road mail came from Erin, 
above the Guelph Rd. it came from Hillsburgh, while the stage coach, still in 
operation, delivered the mail along the Guelph Rd. 


‘The ladies organized a Women's Institute and on two occasions held garden 
parties on the schoo! grounds. During the war they disbanded and took up Red 
Cross. work. 


By this time cars were beginning to appear on the roads, much to the 
horror of the women as most horses were frightened and were likely to take to 
the ditch. For some time it was the custom of the driver to hold up his hand 
and the motorist was compelled to stop until the frightened horse was coaxed 
or led past (imagin doing that to-day). With the increase in cars which travelled 
only in the summer, there was a great need for wider and better roads. And in 
afew short. years this has been accomplished plus the help of graders, snow 
plows and sanding operations. 


Most of the residents of this area were farmers and they spent many Iong 
hours with no idea whatever of a 40 hour week. Each fall the threshing machine 
made its rounds, and the neighbours gathered to give a helping hand and in 
many cases the women went along to help in the house and enjoy a visit. Later 
a few silos were built and the corn cutters arrived in due time which meant 
another gathering of the neighbours. This required about 16 or 18 men, Today 
the job needs about 4 men, During the winter the men would cut and haul a 
huge pile of wood to be sawed up in the spring of the year for the following 
winter's fuel. This called for another “Bee”. All these gatherings have become 
by-gones with the advanced machinery and equipment we have today. On one 
farm on the 7th line, there stood a huge tower, presumably built by the Germans. 
This was taken away at the beginning of the First World War. It stood on the 
farm of Mr. Ephriam Barbour, now owned by Mrs. D. Holmes, and was known 
as the Tower Farm, Many people used to climb to the top for a view over the 
beautiful country side. We also had in our midst a gentleman who was not & 
farmer—Mr. Robert Armstrong, a well known photographer for many years. 
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He had a studio in his home on the corner of the Guelph Rd. and 8th line and 
was very much in demand around the country where he would walk and carry his 
equipment. 


About 1955 a “4-H Homemaking Club” was formed and many of the girls 
use the skills acquired through these projects of sewing, cooking, hospitality and 
citizenship. 


Lot 13, con. 8, Erin Twp. has been marked as another Centennial Farm. 
Henry Nurse and his wife Margaret purchased this farm from Mr. Samuel Gunn 
of Toronto for the sum of $1200. Mr. Nurse continued to live on lot 15, Con. 8, 
until 1878 when they moved to lot 13. At this time the 8th line was a corduroy 
road so one can imagin trying to haul a load of moving over this, to say nothing 
of the three terrified children sitting on the rear of the load screaming as the 
‘wagon bounced over the logs knocking the stove pipes down from the top of the 
load onto their heads. At this time some of the fields were still covered with 
bush. With the help of his wife, Mr. Nurse cleared, while he still carried on his 
trade as a shoemaker. In 1878 they built a large addition to the small barn. The 
mud sill for this, a sixty foot, hand hewn rock elm, was hauled from Caledon 
by a yoke of oxen. These same oxen, Buck and Bright were later sold to be 
exported to England, but during the crossing of the Atlantic, a violent storm 
came up and it was fecred the ship would cepsize so the oxen were thrown 
overboard. The present house on the farm is estimated {o be about 120 years old. 
It is resumed to have been a hotel at one time as it is said to have contained 
35 rooms, but fire partly demolished it twice bringing it down to present size of 
six rooms. It is of sturdy construction with two foot thick stone walls in the 
lower storey. The upper storey is of log construction with an outer coat of rough 
cast plaster. Mr. and Mrs, Nurse raised family of 8 children. Mr, Nurse died 
in 1906 and his wife in 1910. The farm was taken over by their youngest son 
Samuel, who died in 1963. It then passed to the present owners—Samuel's 
daughter Mergeret and Bit end Rheda McLennan, step-daughters of Samuel, 


Adam Harper came from County Antrim Ireland in 1847 and settled at 
Norval, Peel County. He came up the 7th line looking for land and inquired at 
Bristol. He was directed to lot 14, con. 6; and found a clearance with a small 
house, roofed with sections of hollow logs split in two, and a fireplace. He went 
to the registry office at Dundas to inquire as to the ownership. A rock spring 
back-on the farm supplied the water which had to be carried by pail to the 
house. Grain was hauled by oxen hitched to a “jumper. The first cow was 
bought for $5 in 1848 and tea was $1 per pound, 


John Root was born in 1800, formerly of Beamsville and having migrated 
from Pennsylvania. His descendents have settled on lot 17, con. 7. ‘The frame 
building adjoining the brick house is the original built on the farm. The dinner 
bell, installed on the roof was common place in early days, serving as a call to 
Jabourers in the fields or woods. 


‘The corner stones and window sills of the brick house were quarried from 
the fifth line quarry. Large maple trees lined the driveway and either side of the 
‘7th line. In 1965 these trees were destroyed for road widening purposes. Bill is 
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the Sth generation of Roots to live on the farm. 

William Delaney's farm, lot 15, con. 8W. is also designated as a Century 
Farm. The Delaney family immigrated from Ireland to the Brampton area of 
Peel County. James Delaney Sr. bought the lot described above, about 1850. A 
Jog house was situated in the hollow behind the present buildings. The first 
barn was burned by lightning and fourteen years Jater the second barn was 
destroyed, also by lightning, The present barn was built about 1909 and the 
brick home was erected in the 1890's, 


THE VILLAGE OF ERIN 
ERIN VILLAGE 
Forests and Wi 


Few records have been kept of the forests for they were regarded primarily 
as the enemy of the early settlers. When the town was surveyed the forest cover 
was unbroken except for an occasional “beaver meadow" or patch of windfall. 
In the words of C. J. McMillan “timber of which there was an abundance, there 
being trees over four feet in diameter and of the best quality.” 


With regards to wildlife many species were present at the time of settlement 
which are no longer present to-day. There were the marten, fisher, wolverine, 
timber wolf, Canada Lynx, wapiti, and the black bear, Among birds, the 
passenger pigeon was found in great numbers for this area lay in the centre 
of the nesting area. The lest large flocks occurred between 1850 and 1870. W. H. 
‘Smith said in 1846 “This river (Credit) has long been celebrated “or its salmon 
fishing, immense quantities having been annually taken in the spring, during 
their passage up the stream to deposit their spawn. But, from the great number 
‘of mills which have been erected on the river during the last four years, the 
fishing is destroyed, the salmon being unable to make their way over the dams”. 
By 1855, the salmon runs were all but over. 


Land Purchases and Surveys 


On August 2, 1805 the Crown purchased land from the Mississauga Indians 
between Etobicoke and Burlington Bay and inland for a depth of five or six 
miles. This was known as the Old Purchase. After the war of 1812 there was 
an influx of settlers beyond the Old Purchase necessitating more land. Accor- 
dingly, large tracts were added to the Crown from 1818-28. On October 28, 
1818 the Mississaugas surrendered the remaining of their landds and the rights to 
the Credit River. Thus the new settlers were able to use the rivers for fishing 
and waterpower. 


Founding of the Village 


There is some confusion as to who was the first settler and founder of 
Erin Village and the founding date. C. J. MacMillan feels that one of his 
relatives, Daniel MacMillan, was the first settler. However, accounts in both 
the historical atlas of Wellington County and the Credit Valley report tend to 
corroborate the fact that the first sawmill was built by the Trout family in 1826 
at the lower dam. This sawmill eventually fell toa Mr, William Chisholm. In 
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1829, Daniel MacMillan bought the Trout eawnill for $700, having previously 
rented it. Nevertheless, the man responsible for the growth of the village was 
indeed Daniel MacMillan, aided by his brothers Hugh and Charles. 

Why did Erin develop where it did? A brief look at the Credit Valley shows 
that all the settlements began on the rivers — for the settlers needed sawmills 
and grist mills for lumber and for bread. These essentials for life in the 
wilderness depended directly on the rivers for waterpower the chief motive force 
for the mills. 

Having obtained the Trout mill from William Chisholm, the MacMillans 
cleared some three acres of bush and renovated the mill that had been gutted 
by fire. Here he turned out lumber at $4-$5 per thousand. He also built a grist 
mill in 1838 — erected a new dam in 1845 above the lower dam and here 
built a new sawmill, His palacial home built in 1845 was the former Globe 
Hotel. In 1838, William Cornock built # distillery which he considered to be a 
requisite for a growing country. The jug sold for 25c and the keg for $1.00. 
‘This distillery operated until 1860. The first dry goods store was also operated 
by Mr. Cornock, 

Erin began to. expand very rapidly during the years 1842-47 because 
lumbermen and millers enjoyed 4 favorable tariff. Wheat from the U.S.A. was 
brought to Canada and shipped to Britain — this increase in flour was responsible 
for the new Grist Mill being built and completed in December 1849, a few days 
after the death of Daniel MacMillan from blood-poisoning. The old grist-mill 
is now operating as a planing mill by Mundells and the new Grist Mill is owned 
by United Co-operatives. 





By 1851, Erin had about 300 inhabitants and had changed its name from 
Macmillan’s Mill to Erinsville. It had by this time 2 grist mills with 5 runs 
of stone, 2 oat mills, a distillery, a carding and fulling mill, a tannery, a post- 
office and a church free to all denomnations. 


REEVES & CLERKS OF ERIN 


Erin was incorporated as a village in the year 1880. Two of Erin’s reeves 
have served as Warden. They are namely:— 
Major James Justice 1933 
D. S. Leitch (1940) 

Reeves:— Frank Johnston 

Richard Hamilton JH. Miller 

C,H. Walker R. C. Brown (present reeve) 

J. J. Carroll Clerks:— 

Chas. Overland Williara Conboy 

Dr. Gear W. Y. Gray 

John Wilson Ken McDougall 

I. P. Bush G. L. Garner 

James Justice Mrs, Jean Mackenzie 

D. L. Mundell Richard Ferrie 

D. S. Leitch W. G. Rivers 

Roy Ferguson Mrs. Greta Dickinson 

Clayton Justice Mrs. M. Y. Abbott 

D. S. Leitch B, E, Smith (present clerk) 
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HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN OF THE ERIN VILLAGE SCHOOL 


The first school in the community was built on the Conboy property. The 
first real school was built where the Baptist church used to be, now the property 
‘of Mrs. Fred Bingham. In 1854 the Stone Church was built on Mr. David 
Mundell’s property. It was first one room, later made into two rooms. Some of 
the earlier teachers were: Mr. William Firstbrook (1850's); Mr. Donald McC: 
Mr. Alex Dunbar, Mr. McLellan, Mr. John Munn; Mrs, John Drury; Mr. Coms- 
ford; Mr. Crawford. Miss Margaret Reid taught in the Primary Room in 1881, 
iss Sarah Coke in the Senior Room. Miss C. E. MeCennal in 1883. Miss M. Dodds 
and Miss E. Fenwick in 1884, Mr. Dougal Campbell came into the school as 
principal in 1885, Miss Jean Martin was assistant principal and Miss Jessie 
‘Thomson in Senior room with Miss Hannah Shipley in Primary room. Miss 
Marcella Leitch (Mrs. Duncan Foster who resides in Erin at the present time) 
taught the primary room from 1906 to 1907, 


1856—Old school records show Mr. William Firsthrook as Secretary-Treasurer 
and Mr. John Shingler as Chairman. It is interesting to note that the money used 
was pounds, shillings and pence. The expenses raised for the year was 161 pounds. 
‘An advertisement was placed in the “Toronto Globe” and a Mr. George Leitch 
‘was hired at the sum of 100 pounds. 


1857—Mr. Alfred Hood was appointed chairman and Mr. George Leitch Secre- 
tary, a rate bill of 7% was levied on each child attending school. Three 
‘quarters of an acre of land was purchased from the estate of the late D. McM 

for the sum of 4 pounds. This was at the rear of the Union church (now 
Presbyterian), A house was to be built and a garden for the use of the teacher. 
‘The cost of the house was not to exceed 80 pounds. Mr. Leitch agreed to teach for 
90 pounds a year in consideration of having a house and garden. He was also 
to assist the school board in managing the school business, There were 159 
children of school age in the section. 


From records beginning in 1909, the board was composed of Mr. G. T. 
‘Scott, chairman; Mr. B. Mundell, secretary; Mr. J. Coke, Mr. John McKinney, 
Mr. William Chisholm, Mr. J. T. Thompson. Miss Queenie Overland taught in 
the primary room from January 1909 to June 1910. Miss Jessie McMane (the 
ate Mrs, Roy Hull) taught in the Senior room from September 1914 to June 
1916. 


In June 1918 the school was made a Grade “C” school. On June 13, 1921 
notice was received from Insepctor Hoag to make plans for building a new 
‘school. At a ratepayer’s meeting on February 2, 1922 it was decided to purchase 
the Arnott block for a new school site. The site for the new school included the 
Arnott property ($2,000). The Meiklem property ($400). These were purchased 
in January 1923, Mr. John Wilson of Collingwood was the architect. The Duro 
Construction of Hamilton undertook the building of it for $39,000. The heating 
and ventilating were installed by the Taylor Forbes people. ‘The corner stone of 
the new school was laid by Dr. Waugh and on Friday April 25, 1924, the new 
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school was officially opened, with the following board members—Mr. W. Graham 
chairman, Mr. G. T. Scott secretary-treasurer, Mr. J. C. McKinney, Mr. J. 
‘Thompson, Mr. J. T. Austin, Dr. J. M. Abbott. 


‘At a meeting on June 2, 1926 it was decided to change the Continuation 
school from a “Grade C” to a “Grade B” school, which offered all high school 
grades (9-12). 

In September 1930 Miss Isabel Waterman became principal of the Continua- 
tion school, a post she held until June 1960. On retirement, A Testimonial 
dinner was given to Miss Isabel Waterman, with several hundred former students 
in attendance. Many successful business men and women — lawyers, doctors, 
‘ministers etc. were there to pay tribute to one who had done much to give them 
fa good start in the field of education. 


On opening day September 7, 1948 the enrolment was so large that a new 
classroom was opened in the Guide Room, with Mrs, Muriel Baldwin teaching 
Grade 1 


In January 1951 a new board for the Public School came into being. The 
Erin High School formed its own board with D. Kirkwood chairman and leased 
the building from the Public school. The new board was Messrs. N. Nixon, R. A. 
Moodie Sec.-Treas., W. Copeland, Roy Tinney, E. Holtom, W. Carney, W. 
Mundell. 








In September 1952 an ever increasing school population necessitated the 
opening of a Fourth Room and engaging Mrs. Elda Barbour for Grades 5 and 6. 

In September 1953 an all record attendance 147 when Grade 1 was moved 
to the Presbyterian Church basement and Mrs. Anna Aitken was engaged as 
Grade II teacher. In September 1965 a Kindergarten was opened. 


‘Twenty years ago, 1947, when Mrs. R. D. Graham and Mrs. Olive Major, 
who is still on the teaching staff, were engaged as teachers in the Public School, 
the attendance was approximately 75 pupils. Today, 1967, with two new rooms 
added in 1960 and two more expected to be completed for the fall term of 1967 
and 1968, the attendance is 328, with Mr. Lorne Brown as principal along with 
his staff of ten teachers. 


In September 1954, after endless meetings and planning to keep a High 
‘School in Erin, th new school consisting of four rooms opened. At this itme the 
school board consisted of these members:— Donald Kirkwood, chairman, James 
Leiteh, Bert Dyer, Goldwin Burt, Gar, Lacey and Cyril McKinney. 

Four years later four more rooms were added. In September 1960, when 
Mr. W. N. Finnie was engaged as principal, the High School had become a schoo! 
‘of 12 rocms and a gymnasium, 





BURNS’ PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


‘The Presbyterian church was built in 1881, but the congregation was first 
formally organized in 1848. 


Previous to this, services had been held in private homes, Croziers’ hotel, 
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the first school house and even barns. Many attended the log church in West 
Caledon and counted it a great privilege to walk 10-12 miles to mingle with 
their brethren in the worship of their God. 


It was truly a happy day for the settlers in this community, when “on two 
successive Sabbaths, there was preaching”. 


The Reverend Duncan McMillan dispensed sacrament for the first time 
on October 1848. There were twenty-two communicants, 


‘A church was erected on the site of the present Presbyterian church and was 
known as the Union church, In 1860, a subscription was opened for the purpose 
of paying those having claims on the church and put it in a state of good repair. 
‘We have been unable to ascertain who had claims on this church. These claims 
were paid and 18 feet added to the building. When the new church was built, 
the old building was sold to Charles Overland, and moved to the station, 
where it was used as a store house. It was torn down a short time ago. 


‘The Reverend Robert Fowlie was minister from 1880-1911, and he was 
the minister when the new church was built. 


Mr. Robert Barbour was one of the first babies baptized in the new church 
and at time of writing is still a member. 


On December 11, 1881 the present church building was opened and dedi- 
cated as Burns’ Church. Services were held morning, afternoon and evening and 
the church was crowded on all occasions.. The offering for the day amounted 
to $81.61 


Im 1896, the church sheds were erected in the rear. These were burned 
down in 1942 and in recent years the grounds have been landscaped. 


In 1920, the present manse was bought from the Medley estate. 


The Sabbath school was established. A Mr. Wood was elder and 
superintendent for many years. Mr. John Binnie succeeded Mr. Woods and he 
also gave many years faithful service. Miss Queenie Overland, who passed 
away in January of this year, gave over thirty years of devoted service, carrying 
‘on several times when there was no resident minister. 


‘The ministers who have ministered in Burns’ Church over the years have 
been: 
Rev. Duncan McMillan, Rev. James Alexander Thomspon, Rev. D. J. McInnis, 
Rev. Robert Fowlie, Rev. John Lindsay, Rev. Edward Lee, Rev. J. A. Grant, 
Rey, J, Murray, Rev. J. McLellan, Rev. John Mackenzie, Rev. M. Vair, Mr. 
‘Wiant (student), Rev. E. Hawkes, Rev. T. Maxwell, Rev. D. Herbison, Mr. 
Vair, who came to us as a student, was ordained and inducted in Burns’ Church, 

It was during the pastorate of the Rey. John Lindsay in 1925 that the vote 
was taken on church union, and Burns Church still stood a continuing Presby- 
terian Church, At this time the church lost many valued members to the United 
Church of Canada, 

Mr. J. M. Steel, the choir leader at this time continued until his death in 
1937, and the duties were then taken over by Dr. J. M. Abbott, and he continued 
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‘until 1946, with Mrs. T. C. Foster and Miss Jean Abbott as organists. 


Dr. Abbot retired and the position of organist and choir leader was ably 
filled by Mrs. Auburn Wright, and who at present fills the position. 


‘The elders during those years were:—James Binnie, Alexander McKinney, 
James Young, Humphrey Barbour, Ben Mundell, Malcolm McEachern, T. C. 
Foster, Harry Laughlin, Thomas Binnie, Harold Meek, William E, Barbour, Roy 
Laughlin, George Fletcher, Frank Cunningham, Ernest Brown, Gordon Johnston 





each and every member giving time and help, a new organ was 
installed in 1952, which has added greatly to the enjoyment of music in our 
congregation. In 1965 beautiful Memorial stained glass windows were given by 
members and friends in memory of loved ones, who had valiantly worked and 
prayed for their church, 





‘New carpet was laid and the interior decorated, which seemed to create a 
new reverence as we entered our sanctuary. The following year owing to the 
increase in attendance in our Sunday School, it was necessary to build a new 
educational wing, and a suitable brick building was created at the rear of the 
church, At this time our church kitchen was completely remodelled and equipped. 

Many hours of hard work planning and co-operation have been necessary 
to have Our Father’s House a place, where we find a respite from our cares, 
help and guidance, as we fulfil our different niches in life to be a follower, of 
‘our Heavenly Father “Who giveth all”. 


ERIN UNITED CHURCH 


‘Two branches of Methodism became established in Erin. The New Con- 
nection Methodist Church established a congregation in 1839. Erin was an 
appointment on the Caledon circuit with the Rev. John Shilton as minister. 

‘The Wesleyan Methodists first mention Erin in the report of the Guelph 
Circuit in 1844, when the minister's report states “The fields of labour in which 
we were stationed last conference is very extensive and highly interesting, viz: 
the townships of Guelph, Eramosa, Erin, Nichol, Garafraxa, Woolwich, Waterloo, 
Wesley and Peel”. 

Erin became a circuit in 1850 with junior and senior ministers, namely 
John L .Kerr, and Rev. William Steer respectively 

In his report in 1851 Mr. Steer reports, “This field of labour includes the 
township of Erin, Garafraxa and the rear of Chinguacousy. In several places 
we have made new appointments; also have been invited to reach into other 
places which we have not yet visited, but intend to do so shortly. 

‘The Associate Church of Scotland organized in 1849. 

A Union Church was built on the corner of the present Main Street, East, 
‘on or before 1849 and was used by all three denominations until 1858. The 
Wesleyans then built an eight sided church on the present site of the United 
Church. In uly 1870 the concrete octagonal Wesleyan Church was burned, 
‘and was rebuilt and reopened in January 1871, all paid for except $150, including 
fa debt of $320 that had been on the previous building which according to 
records had cost upwards of 400 pounds. 
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In 1859 the New Connection Methodists erected their church on the corner of 
Main and Water Streets, the site of Mrs. James Miller's present home. ‘Theit 
church was burned and the congregation worshipped in the Wesleyan building 
until the time of union in 1874. At that time the union of the one time fourteen 
divisions of Methodism in Canada was completed and the Methodist Church of 
Canada was formed, 


Following church union in 1925 the Methodist Church became the Erin 
United Church, 


At this time the high platform and steps on its three sides which were in 
front of the church entrance were torn down and a new entrance and vestibule 
was built, thus enlarging the interior of the church. 


In following years many improvements were made to the church interior. 


With the passing of the horse and buggy, sleigh and cutter, the old church 
shed at the rear of the church was torn down and a new kitchen, washrooms 
and a Christian Education room was built in its place. The Christian Education 
Wing was dedicated in 1958, 


THE HISTORY OF ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH, ERIN 


Although it is with pride that we celebrate the centennial of the building of 
the Anglican Church in Erin, the roots of the parish go as far back as 1853. 
‘The Rev. Francis Tremayne, 19 years Rector of Milton, was a travelling 
Missionary at that time, and Erin was included amongst his 15 station that he 
had to cover. 


In the Church Society Reports for 1867, 1868 and 1869, Erin is listed as 
‘one of the five stations under Garafraxa in Gore and Wellington District, the 
Rev. Johnstone Vicars in charge. 


We know that around July, 1866, earnest consideration was given to the 
building of the church, and on 23rd July, 1866, the Church Building Committee 
met which included Rev. J. Vicars, Messrs. Cornock, Steward, Walker and 
‘Campbell. Mr. Vicars laid before the Committee the plans he had drawn for 
the Church and stated that “Mr. Aldian, Builder of Guelph is willing to draw 
‘up a specification according to the plans for $5. The Committee went to 
examine the land proposed to be given by Mr. Cornock. 


Mr. Cornock, who sold the land to the Church, came to Erin in 1838, and 
built « distillery, which lasted until 1860. He also opened the first dry good store 
cand secured for Erin the first Post Office. 


The land was sold to the Church for 5s. There is an Indenture dated 2nd 
February, 1867, between William Cornock and Eliza Cornock, who made her 
signature with a cross, and The Church Society of the Diocese of Toronto 
for 14 perches of land. 


The Church building, as a whole, has stood well, over the past 100 years. 
However, in June, 1959, a special meeting was called to discuss redecoration of 
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the interior of the church; new ceiling, stone for east wall of church and panel- 
ling for the remaining walls. 

However, during 1960 a sense of doom hung over the church. It was esti- 
mated that considerable repairs were needed to put the building into a satisfactory 
condition. After much discussion, etc., everyone rallied around and due to the 
Jeadership of the then Rector, Rev. Coombs, plans were put into action, and the 
result was the church as we know it to-day. 


ST. JOHN BREBEUF CHURCH 





In the late June, 1959 Bishop Ryan requested the Jesuit Fathers of 
Ignatius College, Guelph, to take care of a Mission Centre for the Catholic 
families of Erin and district, Some months prior a committee of Erin residents, 
Robert Dickson, Robert Meehan and Glen Taylor had approached His Excellency 
on this matter. 

Rev. J. J. Leahy, SJ, assistant to the master of novices at Ignatius College, 
was named administrator and offered the first mass on Sunday August_9th, 
1959 in the Erin Branch of the Canadian Legion. Shortly after this Rev. E. B. 
Beaudois, SI., succeeding Rev. Leahy, SJ., bought five acres of land on Mill 
St., Erin for the site of a future church. 

‘At the request of the Bishop, Father Elliott was directed to build a church 
for the families of the Erin district. 

‘The monies for building the new church were advanced by Bishop Ryan. 
‘The parishioners, in turn, undertook to furnish it. A $5,000 objective was 
generously over subscribed with additional donations from priests of the area 
‘and people outside the parish, The most expensive item of all, the pews, 
threatened to use all the potential funds, so the men’s committee pledged 
themselves to build the pews. 

His Excellency Most Rev. J. F, Ryan, DD, Bishop of Hamilton celebrated 
the blessing of the new church of St. John Brebeuf. Following the opening 
ceremonies on April 25th, 1965, the clergy and congregation adjourned to 

the auditorium of the Erin District High School, for a buffet reception catered 
to by the St, lohn Brebeuf Catholic Women’s League. 


THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 





‘The Church of Christ building was built in 1873 on property purchased 
from John and Mary White for $150.00 deeded to the Trustees, Duncan 
McMillan, Henry Smith and William Mathews. Mr. McMillan was the builder, 
and his wife felt that she was left alone far too much. It was the year their 
daughter Mary was born, and Mary said she often heard her Mother tell of 
that year, It was easy for Mary to remember the date the church was built 

‘The congregation is still using this church, which has been kept in 
‘good condition. 





THE MASONIC LODGE 
Wellington Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons Number 271 
received its charter from Grand Lodge of Canada in the province of Ontario on 
July 14th, 1872 with approximately 15 charter members on record, and Worshipful 
Brother David Kirkwood being the first Worshipful Master. 
ue 
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The first known meetings were held in the Lodge rooms above the present 
Bush Hardware. In later years the Lodge rooms were moved to above, what was 
then Dr. Gear’s drug store. 


In the year 1957 a new Masonic Temple was built on the present Agricul- 
tural Grounds, Worshipful Brother Norman Nixon served as Worshipful Master 
in the old Lodge rooms, and was also first Master in the new Temple. The Jate 
Right Worshipful Brother Ross MacKay was Lodge Secretary. ‘The new 
‘Masonic ‘Temple was dedicated on May 22nd, 1958. 


‘The present Worshipful Master is Worshipful Brother Norman Orr and the 
present secretary is Worshipful Brother Stewart Scott. 


Wellington Lodge has been honoured in the past in having four District 
Deputy Grand Masters chosen from our Lodge, namely—the late Right Wor- 
shipful Brothers William Conboy, Dr. J. M. Abbott, J. D. Leitch, and Ross Mackay. 


ERIN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


Erin Horticultural Society was organized in 1922 and Major Justice was 
the first president. 

The society has worked to beautify the town, by planting flower beds on 
boulevards, the cemetery etc. Their first project was the bed where the cenotaph 
now stands. It has added much to the appearance of the town for many years. 

Some of the past presidents have been Mr. Crouch, H. Matthews, Dr. 
Abbott and others 


Carrying on the work today, Mr. Arthur Brecken is president and Miss 
Dorothy Baird secretary. 


‘THE ERIN LEGION 


Erin Branch #442, Royal Canadian Legion, received its charter on 
February 19th, 1947. Its organization was sponsored by the late Col. G. M. 
Fitzgerald of Orangeville, with the local assistance of the late D. L, Mundell, 
who, for the remainder of his life, was an example of the unselfish and 
devoted service associated with the best traditions of the organization, The 
first President was the late Oscar Steky, and other charter members were: 
William Mundell, James Justice, Lorne McGowan, Cecil Carney, Walter 
Keeler, Roy Smith, David Mundell, James Miller, Jerome Hunter, George 
Sanders, Jack Short, Frank Belway, J. A, Catherwood and J. P. Magill 


‘The Erin Branch has grown from that tiny nucleus to its present member- 
ship of 125 Active Service Members, as well as 23 Associate Members who 
hhave served in Reserve units. The members originally met in various rented 
quarters, subsequently purchased a house on the corner of Daniel and Spring 
Streets (now occupied by C. Herrington), and then, in 1958, a new Legion 
Hall was built, on Dundas Street E. This property is now in the final stage 
of @ major expansion which more than doubles the previous floor area 

‘The Legion’s primary purposes are to perpetuate the memory of the fallen 
comrades, to promote the spirit of unity among the living, and to be of 
aid to any veterans or their families who may need assistance. ‘These duties 
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have been well performed by the local Branch, Furthermore, it has taken 
an increasing interest in community affairs, such as the support of minor 
sports in Erin and Hilisburgh; a public speaking award for public school 
pupils; cadet awards for the High School Cadet Corps; and its sponsorship 
of the focal Scouts and Cubs, One of its more impressive achievements was 
its sponsorship of 2 Senior Citizens’ Apartment building (known as the 
Shamrock Apartments), erected in 1965, containing eleven self-contained 
‘apartments which are rented, at very reasonable rates, to some of our retired 
citizens. 





'A Ladies’ Auxiliary to the Erin Branch was awarded its charter on 
November 28th, 1958, and since then has worked tirelessly, and most success- 
fully, in supporting and expanding the activities of the Branch. For many years 
a weekly Bingo Night has attracted steady crowds, and the Ladies also 
cooperate with the Legion in awarding two bursaries each year to deserving 
graduates of the Erin District High School. They also have taken particular 
interest in the Westminister Veterans Hospital in London, by completely 
furnishing one of the rooms and donating several radios and TV sets for the 
‘enjoyment of disabled veterans, as well as visiting the hospital regularly and 
“adopting” a veteran. They are perhaps best known, however, for their 
capabilities as caterers for various banquets and receptions. 


It can be seen that from a humble beginning, the Legion has become 
fa strong organization, accepting responsibilities not only for assistance to its 
‘own members and their families, but to the welfare and progress of the 
community as a whole, This is perhaps best expressed in that part of the 
Legion ritual which reads (referring to the fallen): “Their sacrifice will ever 
inspire us to labour on, to the end that those who survive and need our aid 
may be assured of assistance, and that the country in which we live, and for 
which they died, may ever be worthy of the sacrifice they mad 








ERIN DISTRICT LIONS’ CLUB 


‘The Erin District Lions’ Club, sponsored by the Georgetown club received 
its charter on April 26, 1951, with twenty-five members, There are seven of the 
charter members still in the club. 





‘The following members have been president of the club:— Bob McEnery, 
Cecil Carney, Clare Young, Ben Wingrove, Archie Douglas, Fred Steen, 
Bert Smith, Bob Dickson, Bob Meehan, Fred Wilson, Dave Barbour, Clayton 
Barbour, Jas. Scott, Stan Leitch, Bill Clayton and Tom Hope. 


The Erin District Lions’ Club is very proud of its record of community 
service over the years. Since it first received its charter, it has accomplished 
many things for many people. Perhaps the most noteworthy projects by the 
club were;— The installation of artificial ice, and the operation of the Arena, 
‘owned by the Erin Agricultural Society as well as the sponsorship of Pee Wee, 
Midget, and, Juvenile Hockey and Figure Skating. This year (1966-67), the 
Club was extremely proud of its Juvenile Hockey Team, which won the “C” 
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Championship of the W.O.A.A, (Western Ontario Athletic Association 

‘The Erin District High School Band is also sponsored by the Lions’ 
Club. Instruments and smart uniforms in purple and gold were provided. 
Public Speaking in the High School is also sponsored by the Cl 

The Club provides hospital beds and wheel chairs to anyone in the 
community, as well as eye-glasses to the needy. Christmas baskets are provided 
and money donated to the Lake St. Joseph Camp for the blind. 

Donations have been made to the Hillsburgh Community Centre, 
Dufferin Area Hospital and the Inglewood Community Centre. 

The two major annual fund-raising activities of the Club are:— the 25 
dollar dinner and the draw at Erin Fair. 

While the Lions’ Club is extremely proud of its record over the past 
sixteen years, it is also very grateful to all those citizens, who over the years 
have contributed so generously to all its activities. 

At present, the club has the following membership :— Clayton Barbour, 
Dave Barbour, Cec Carey, Archie Douglas, Gord Gregson, James Hall, 
Tom Hope, Jack Hamilton, Stan Leitch, Tibb Miller, Bob McEnery, Ova 
Petersen, James Scott, Bert Smith, Fred Steen, Fred Wilson, Bill Weber, Bob 
Inkster, 


ERIN HOME AND SCHOOL 


‘The Erin Home and School Assoc. was organized January 29h, 1951. 
Treasurer, were the first officers, and were installed by the Prov. organizer 
Mrs. Gordon Wright, President, Mrs. C, Barbour, Secretary, Mrs, A. Douglas, 
Mrs. E. R. Swift of Burlington. The organization was very active and provided 
radios for all rooms and furniture for a teachers room, A banguet for grade 
5 graduating class is now provided by Home and School. 


ERIN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 


The Erin Women’s Institute was organized in 1905 and always took an 
active part in the life of the village. In early days they met in homes, but later 
‘on met in the school. 

Mrs. J. M. Abbott had the honour of being elected chairman of the 
Central Ontario Area Convention for the years 1937-39, which was at that 
time held in the Royal York Hotel. 

The Institute is now working on collecting the history of the village and 
district. 


ERIN DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


The Chamber of Commerce is one of the youngest organizations in the 
Village. Several Business and Professional men met in the Spring of 1966 and 
a Chamber was duly formed with Walter W. Keeler as Charter President. 

‘This organization has taken on many projects which will decidedly improve 
the Village and Community. Although only one year old, the Chamber has 
already completed some project: 

With its strong voice at all levels of Government and the local Community 
at heart, the Erin District Chamber of Commerce will grow with, and strive 
to make Brin a better place to live, work and play. 
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# Motorised Stage Coach between Erin and Guelph, 


SCOUT AND GUIDE MOVEMENT 


The Scout and Guide Movement has been active in Brin for Many years 
It is impossible to. name all those people who gave their time and talents 
to lead these groups and it would be even harder to give details of things 
accomplished, 

‘This past year has seen the starting of the Venturors group, and this is 
the big brother to cubs and scouts. Two years ago the first Erin Rangers were 
formed, and this group are sisters to the Brownies and Guides. This year, the 
Rangers put on a number of projects including a variety show to enable 
them to visit Expo. The Venturors had a camping trip to the Adirondacks 

‘The Scouts have been very active, and one of their achievements was 
a Winter Camp in 20° below zero weather. They also joined with other 
‘Scout groups al Riverside Park in Guelph and the Erin Troop’s project was 
building a raft, which would carry 10 people across the river. 

‘The Cubs won a prize with their entry in the Santa Claus parade; the 
Guides annually visit the Shamrock Apartments at Christmas. They put up @ 
decorated tree, sing carols and serve tea and Christmas cake. 

‘The Brownies have been very active with a group of twenty-eight young 
ladies earning badges and learning to become better citizens. 


ERIN SPORTS 


Erin from its beginning has shown an active interest in sports. Stories 
and pictures of the early hockey teams keep coming to light. Mrs. Roy Grundy 
was a member of a ladies team in Erin, and Bill Bush has much to tell of 
the hockey teams in his day. 
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‘Many will remember the team that during the 30's made a fine showing. 
‘The depression was in full swing, and the time was more plentiful that money. 
Under the management of G. T. Scott, C. K. Overland, D. S. Leitch, and 
Calvin Weddell the team won the “Northern Ontario Hockey League Cup”, 
providing fine entertainment as well as giving an interest to the boys. The 
Hurren, Horton, and Saunders boys, Fred Steen, Mack Abbott, Lloyd Lyons 
Norris Sinclair, Mack Sinclair, Lawrence Barbour and many others, were on 
the team, 


CURLING 


‘The first curling was done on the park, using wooden stones. Mr. Tarzwell, 
who built the house now owned by C. Barbour, often cleared the ice and 
rounded up some curlers, 

It is believed that curling started in the old rink around 1900, Ross Cameron, 
‘a bank manager was one of the early organizers of the game. Mr. Bill Bush, 
who still curls with the best tells that he has been curling around 57 years. 


RIN LADIES CURLING 


The Erin Ladies Curling Club was organized in 1959, following the 
instalation of Artificial ice in Erin rink, There were 48 members the first 
year and Mrs. C. Barbour was president and Mrs. Geo, Short, secretary. In the 
years since, the club has steadily increased their membership. 


STANLEY PARK 


Stanley Park started in the late 1880's and was first owned by a Mr. Long. 
Five ministers first developed the race track for bicycle racing in 1889. The 
track was later used for horse racing. On special days, sports, horse racing ete. 
drew large crowds. The first picnickers came by train, Excursions were run 
from the towns around for Sunday-school picnics, re-unions etc. They also ran 
special excursions to Erin Fair. 


First dances were held in a building that in later years became a dining hall, 
‘Above this first dance hall were rooms to rent to holidayers from the city. 


Mrs. D. Mundell, who came to Stanley Park for many years with her 
family (the Peavoys) remembers in the early 1900's, there was just a dance 
hall and boat house, and they lived in rooms above the boat house. 


Owners of the Park have been—Mr. Long, J. J. Carroll, I. M. Teeter, 
‘Harry Austin, Jeff Hamilton, J. Henderson and the present owners Upwells Ltd. 
with Chas, Overland, Mer. 


For many years the dances were very popular and on the 24th of May 
at the Erin Fair, the hall had scarcely standing room. Mr. Harry Austin built 
@ new dance hall about 1925, and it was further enlarged some years ago. 


Upwells Ltd. replaced all the original cottages in the 40's and built a new 
dining hall, the original one having burned down. They also added Hilltop 
Lodge and Golf Course, which has since been sold. 


ur 





HISTORY OF ERIN TOWNSHIP 





ELECTRICITY IN VILLAGE SINCE 1900 


Around 1900 private companies contracted to install generators on mill 
dams, and generate power to light homes, etc, 


The earliest of these plants was built by John M. Deagle at the Cataract 
before 1890. In 1896, the Cataract Light and Power Co. was formed with John 
Deagle, and after 1900 electricity was supplied to Erin, Hillsburgh, Alton, 
Caledon, Caledon East, Inglewood and to the brick yards above Cheltenham, 
‘The company also contracted to light some of the streets in Orangville. 


In 1905 a five year contract was granted, but was terminated after a 
dispute, R. G, Lee became a subsequent owner. 


On March 1, 1925 the Caledon Electric Power Co. was formed by C. K. 
Overland, and the late Reuben and Bert Hartis. The late Ernie Teeter worked 
as a lineman for the company for a number of years. The plant at the Cataract 
‘was finally sold to the Ontario Hydro, the dam at the Cataract was blown 
up in 1944. 


‘On May I, 1950, Erin Village set up their own Hydro Electric Commission, 
buying the power from the Ontario Hydro and reselling to the village residents. 
Debentures were issued at a rate of 344% interest, which were completely paid 
off in 1966. 


‘The era of the flickering oil lamp, battery radio and cook stove seems far 
removed from the present day when every modern appliance including heating 
and lighting is in operation with the flick of a switch. 


ERIN ADVOCATE FOUNDED IN 1880 


Sylvester Dilts was the founder of The Erin Advocate, publishing the 
first newspaper in 1880, The printing office was then located on the site of 
Carney’s Garage. This original building was moved to the rear of the Bush 
Hardware Store, where to-day it is used for storage purposes. 


‘Type for the newspaper in early days was set by hand, a tedious and 
exacting procedure. 


Between 1880 and 1894 various owners are recorded, the paper not being 
printed for one year during this time, when the editor could not satisfy his 
creditors. 


In December 1894, the late Wellington Hull purchased the paper. The 
office was moved to the upstairs of the Royal Bank building at the rear, the 
entrance being made between this building and the building owned by Mr. C. 
‘Weddell. It was here that Roy W. Hull began his printing career in 1907. In 
1920 he took the business over from his father. 


‘The printing office was moved to its present location in 1915, and in 
1924 the editor purchased an intertype machine which set the type for the 
paper, ending the setting of the newspaper by hand. 
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Union Bank in 1916 


In 1942 Charles W. Hull joined his father, becoming the third generation 
of the Hull family to own The Advocate in 1957. 


Over the years The Advocate format has changed. For a number of years 
the inside four pages came “ready print”, with the home news being printed 
at the local office on the outside four pages. As the paper progressed, all 
eight pages were printed at home. 


In 1966 the paper received the award for the Ontario weekly newspaper 
showing the greatest improvement in its class, a source of pride to the editor and 
staff. 


ERIN PUBLIC LIBRARY 76 YEARS OLD 


‘Throughout the years, the value of reading good books was well appreciated 
in Erin, 

‘A private society, called the Erin Social Library, was in operation as 
early as January 31, 1854. Old record books show a total of 660 volumes 
owned by the library, and 144 subscribers holding one share each in this 
‘organization, 


‘The minutes record—“The library shall be the property of the shareholders, 
and shall be kept in the village of Erin for their own use and benefit, by a 
librarian selected and appointed by themselves. Each share taken’ shall 
entitle the subscriber to a vote in electing officers of the association, a board 
of directors, and when paid, to the use of the library. Price of a share shall be 
‘one pound five shillings Canada Currency”. 


As far as can be ascertained, the first public library in the village was 
‘established in 1891, located in the T. J. Hamilton store, the present site of 
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the local billiard parlour. Mr. Hamilton was the librarian, The library was 
later moved to a small building, known as F. O. Smith's store, on the corner 
of Main and Spring Streets (L. McGowan’s property to-day). When this building 
was demolished, the library made its headquarters at Billy Lambert's paint shop, 
fa store located where the office of the Mundell Lumber Co. Ltd. is presently. 
Mr. Crouch was librarian, 





Another move was made to better quarters in a section of the building 
Known as Justice's Garage, the place where the Fire Dept. is now housed. Mrs. 
Albert Eke was the librarian, From here, the library located in the front section 
of Erin Arena, and again to its present home in the municipal building, 

Upon the retirement of Mrs, Eke after many years of service, Mrs. W. 
Longstreet became librarian. Her annual report last year, 1966, showed a 
total of 3900 books in the library, 200 being purchased during the year, and 
387 members. 

Mrs, J. M, Abbott has served on the library board for quite some time, as 
did her late husband Dr. J. M. Abbott. 

‘The present board and the librarian maintain a splendid selection of books, 
encouraging many readers to partake in a very rewarding past time—reading, 


FIRE PROTECTION THROUGH THE YEARS 





‘The only source of protection from fire in earlier years was the hurried 
formation of a bucket brigade by villagers when the alarm was given. The 
fortunate situation of Erin on the Credit river gave a ready source of water 
for this purpose. According to early editions of the Advocate, the Anglican 
yurch bell was rung in case of fire, to summon aid. 

‘A number of serious fires, including business places and the Old Queen's 
Hotel, caused much concern, and a chemical engine was bought by the village 
to give further protection. This engine was mounted on wheels, and drawn by 
hand. In 1945, the Globe Hotel was demolished by fire, giving birth to the 
opinion that further protection was needed. 

Up until this time, the fire department was not what might be called 
well organized, On November 4, 1946 a general public meeting was called 
to reorganize and set up an Erin Fire Department. At this meeting a state of 
officers was named: Fire Chief, L. G. Matthews; Deputy, R. Lofthouse; Captain, 
C. Bradley; Sec-Treas., C. Kittle. 

Tt can be said that Fire Chief Matthews was the instigator and champion 
of the Erin Fire Department. During his term of office from 1946 to 1951 
inclusive new equipment was purchased; a proper siren was mounted at the 
town hall with a switch connected to the telephone office for the operator to 
turn on when necessary; a pumper purchased, and a second one added in 1949, 
to give two fire-fighting units, The Fire Department was fully organized and 
trained to meet the emergencies of a fire. 

Tn recognition of his devoted service, Chief Matthews was presented with 
an engraved ring on February 13, 1952. 

‘Subsequent Chiefs of the Brigade included L. G. MacKenzie 1952 and 3; 
Weir Winters 1954-6; Glen Evans 1957-1964, and our present Chief, Doug 
Fines, took over in 1965. 
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Previous to 1934 the department was housed in a section of the old Globe 
Hotel. The equipment was then moved to the rear of the Town Hall, and finally 
to the present location where ample room is provided for equipment, trucks, 
5 well as a room where the ment may meet. 


During the years, the firemen have given yoemen service to the community. 
Public spirited, they have been responsible for organizing the earlier Santa 
Claus parades, and still take an active part in its arrangements, To protect 
village children and buildings, they organized the 24th of May. fireworks 
celebrations, providing the fireworks, with financial aid from the businessmen, 
When the local cisterns became dry in the summer season, the fire department 
refilled them using the pumper. 


This year the Department took delivery of a new truck, the latest in fire 
fighting equipment, one which is an asset to the village and sorrounding area 
protected by the Erin Brigade. 


With ample equipment, and the enduring devoted service of the Erin 
volunteer firemen, a sense of assured protection from dreaded fire rests 
comfortably in Erin, 


EARLY NAMES IN THE HISTORY OF 


Mr. Tyler — Justice of Peace 
Mr. Broddy — Auctioneer and constable 

Mrs. Arthurs — Fancy goods store etc. 

Mrs. Ames — Dressmaker 

Miss Rebecca McLean — Dressmaker 

John McLean — Carpenter 

Mr. Carberry — Postmaster (believed to be the first) 

Mr. Robert Wood — Drug store 

Dr. Thomas — Dentist 

Dr. H. McNaughton — Surgeon (believed to have been at Russian war) 
Mr. Crawford — An early school teacher 

Dougald Campbell — Principal of school 

Mr. Justice — Stone mason 


BUSINESS MEN IN 1898 


J. Collier (taylor) Geo, Ramesbottom (blacksmith) 
R. Wood (drugist) Jas Small (shoemaker) 

W. Willis (hotel) D. McLellan (butcher) 

J. F. Sutton (merchant) L. McDonald (vet) 

Luther Overland (sadler) Dr. H. S. Skinner (dentist) 
Chas. Overland Jr. (merchant) H. Fowlie (jeweller) 

‘Chas. Overland Sr. (Carpenter) R. Barber (weaver) 

C. J. McDonald (hotel) J. D. Leitch (C.P.R, agent) 
J. Scott (blacksmith) 1H. Mathews (harness maker) 
W. J. Stevens (Merchant taylor) A. Grieve (blacksmith) 

J. Sawyer (shoemaker) G. Back (jeweller) 

Dr. J. H. Hamilton John Curry (blacksmith) 

J. Justice (butcher) 
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RAIL TRAVEL POPULAR IN AREA 


In 1897 the Credit Valley Railroad operated a branch passing through 
Erin and Hillsburgh. The CPR acquired this Railroad in 1880, and to this day 
maintain the line through this area. 


‘At one time, passenger trains numbered four a day through Erin and 
Hillsburgh, besides freight trains. Passenger train service gradually lessened, 
‘until both passenger and freight were combined in one run. 


'A unique ride was experienced in a railroad car heated with a small coal 
stove and lit by coal oil lamps. Seated on the old upright high backed 
fcushionless wooden seats, amid mail bags and express, the passenger had 
excellent companionship with the conductor on the run to Orangeville. In 
1958 passenger service was discontinued entirely through the village. 

Freight service is still maintained to-day, with express service by CPR 


trucks. 


‘Agents who were in charge of the Erin station over the years included 
the first agent, Stephen Springer; W. Munro who was the first regular agents 
‘Mr. Elliott (2 years); Charles Elder (2 years); Jim Mansborough (3 _years); 
J. D. Leitch who served for 25 years (1892-1917); D. Robinson (1917); Mr. 
Russell (also in 1917); Fred Anthony (23 years from 1917-1940); R. E 
Beattie (1940-46); Harry Short (1946-57); J. R. Mitchell (1957-1959) and our 
present agent W. A. (Bill) Weber who came in 1959, 


‘The village has been fortunate that the agents in charge of the Erin station 
have all been capable, courteous, and obliging in their service to the public 





VILLAGE BOASTED FIVE HOTELS 


‘The need of catering to the travelling public, and supplying food and 
drink for his sustenance gave birth to no less than five hotels within the 
village of Erin, 

‘THE STATION HOUSE, as its name implies catered to rail passengers 
as well as the general public, and was a long two storey frame building on 
the site now occupied by the residence of George Lovell on Lorne Street. 
Miss Katie Mooney operated the hotel until it was destroyed by fire in the 
carly 1900's. She spent the later days of her life in the County Home at Fergus. 

‘THE QUEEN'S HOTEL was a large two storey building on the property 
strectching from Steen’s Dairy to Bell's Hardware. It was owned and operated 
by J. C. McDonald, Pat Sullivan and by Sam Ridler. At the north end of the 
building were two small stores occupied at one time by John Homer's Butcher 
Shop, and J. C. Blackwood’s Farm Machinery. A closed archway over a 
Griveway to a barn and shed at the rear was quite fashionable. The late 
Major J. Justice, at that time holding the rank of Captain, was senior officer 
jin charge of the armories. The Queen’s Hotel, the stores and armories suffered 
the same fate as the Station House, being destroyed by fire in 1912. 


THE CLARK HOUSE was located in the building occupied by the Erin 
Creamery and recently demolished. It was situated on Main Street South 
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between Kennedy's factory and the W. F. McEnery property. Parking space 
for the hotel customers was provided in an open shed across the road on 
the property owned by Winters’ Garage. The hotel and diningroom were 
operated by a number of persons including the Clarks form whom it took 
its name, as well as William Willis and I. M. Teeter. The business seemed to 
gradually decline, and from recollection, became a butter-making establishment 
and private home operated by James Hamilton, 


THE GLOBE HOTEL was the original home of the founder of Erin, 
Daniel MacMillan, built in 1846 as an ornament to the village. This house 
was occupied by the MacMillans for 20 years, when it was sold to William 
Chisholm and converted into a hotel. The building was located where the 
telephone building and northern section of Carney's Garage is now found. 
A subsequent owner of the hotel was William McDowell, a lawyer, residing 
in the village, “Renting and operating the Globe were a Mr. Johnson,George 
Ramsden, Willis and Bush, and J. P, Bush. In 1912 the Hotel was purchased 
by John Horton from Mrs. McDowell, The late Mr. Horton operated the 
Globe under the Temperance Act until a change of law gave a beverage 
room licence. In January 1945, fire completely destroyed the hotel. 


The building known to-day as the BUSHOLME INN is believed to have 
been built as a hospital, although never used as such, in 1886 by Dr. 
McNaughton, An ad advertising his practice appears in an Advocate of that 
year. In 1893 Dr. Martin was the owner of the building, in 1900, Dr. J 
Hamilton, followed by several other doctors including Dr. Reynolds. ‘The 
property was acquired by Sohn Horton, but then having also possession of 
the Globe Hotel, Mr. Horton sold the building to J. P. Bush in 1926. Thus 
the Busholme Inn was begun, named for its owning family. Following the 
death of Mr. Bush, Mrs. Bush sold the hotel to Mrs. McKenzie in 1930. 
‘Other owners of the Inn have been Matt Fullerton of Brampton, and the 
present owner, T. B. Cooper of Toronto. A number of renters of the Busholme 
also operated it, in the interval. A great many changes and additions have 
been made to the original building, but it still presents a fine well kept 
appearance, the last five hotels in Erin 


GILLERIN CENTURY FARM 


Gillerin Farm is at present owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Robt. 
Gillespie. It contains 300 acres and is comprised of lots 8, 9, and 10 of the 
east half of concession 9 in Erin township, 


On March 21, 1853, 50 acres, the west half of 10 E., on which the 
buildings are situated was purchased from the “Clergy Reserves” by Robt. 
Reid, The price paid was 41 pounds, 17 sh., 6 pence. The Crown Deed for this 
Jand was dated at Quebec in the 16th year of Queen Victoria's reign, when 
the Governor General of Canada was James, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine. In 
1854 Robert Reid sold this farm to James Reid, great grandfather of the 
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present owner. The price paid was 95 pounds. No doubt some buildings had 
been erected. 


On May 30th, 1856 James Reid purchased 50 acres, adjoining and the 
Crown Deed was given him at Toronto, in the 19th year of Queen Victoria's 
reign. 

‘Sir Edmund Walker Head was Governor General of British North America 
and Captain General and Governor in Chief of the provinces of Canada, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and the Island of Prince Edward. The pi 
paid was 41 pounds, 17 shillings. 








In 1877 one hundred acres was given by James Reid to his daughter, who 
later became Mrs. Gillespie. In 1919 James Henry Gillespie purchased the 
farm (E lot 10) from his mother Ann Lavinia Gillespie. 








In 1960, the farm was bought by Robt. James Gillespie from his father James 
H. Gillespie. 


‘THE McKINNEY CENTURY FaRM 





‘The farm Lot 15, concession 10, of Erin Township, was purchased by a 
Mr. John Cantelon of the Township of Toronto from the Canada Company 
jin the year 1854 for the sum of one hundred and twenty pounds and ten 
shillings. Later this farm was sold to Mr. Wm. Hope of Streetsville and in 
the year 1862, July 31, this farm was bought by Mr. Henry McKinney of 
Chinguacousy. 








‘At that time a little log cabin was on the farm down near a little beaver 
meadow. 

In later years Henry McKinney built a new house and they had two sons 
‘Alex. and John McKinney and two daughters Mary and Elizabeth McKinney 
were born. 

Many stories were told by my grandfather of hand hewn wooden skates, 
‘and baby cradle, the old sausage grinder, the carding fo wool and the spinning 
wheel from which beautiful bed spreads were woven. Two beautiful ones have 
been kept and treasured, Home-made carpet was made and how cozy it looked. 








On December 30, 1898, John C. McKinney purchased the farm from his 
father, and the following year married Miss Annie Meadows of Georgetown, 
who now lives in Erin at the ripe age of 92 years, They were blessed with 
three daughters and one son,—Myrtle, (Mrs, G. Miller) of Norwich, Margaret, 
(Mrs. G. E, McLean) of Islington, Mary, (Mrs. Clayton Justice) of Erin, and 
Harry who has been on the homestead since the death of their father in the 
year 1934. 


Many hardships were endured on the farm, three barns were burned and 
‘one house, but many joys were experienced also, 





‘The farm has been in the McKinney name for 105 years. 
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ERIN FAIR 
HISTORY OF ERIN AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 


The formation of Erin Agricultural Society in 1850 is recorded in the 
Parliament Buildings, Toronto. This is the only record of its beginning. For 
many years it was known as the Erin Township Agricultural Society. The first 
that is known of the Society’s activities is that on January 29th, 1852, the 
first Fair was organized in Erin Township, and was held on October 29th. 


In the early days there were no judges available except those chosen 
locally. The judges had to be chosen by a method accepted by all as just and 
fair, hence they decided that each person having stock to exhibit must place a 
value on each animal, and the man whose valuation totalled the most money 
‘was appointed the judge. As the animals on which the highest value was 
placed might easily be inferior, it was a challenge to be the judge, and he was 
honour bound to be fair. Thus an unwritten code of honour governed the Society. 
Up until 1857 the prize money was paid in shillings and pence, as this was the 
money standard used until 1858, when the dollar standard was accepted in 
Upper Canada. 


Previous to 1857 it was not known where the Fair was held, but records 
from then on show that the following centres, namely Erin, Hillsburgh, Ospringe 
and Bristol (later known as Brisbane) would tender on the Fair, and the centre 
having the highest bid would have the privilege of holding the Fair in October. 
The amount of tender varied from $30 to $90, and the receipts varied from 
$8.27 on a day of poor weather to $340.96 on a day when they had good weather. 
It is not known, but assumed the admission was 10c, as it was shown to be some 
time later. 


It is also not known who was the first President, but it is recorded that a 
William Clark was elected President in 1855, Records show also that a Mr. T. 
‘Tolton was appointed Secretary-Treasurer in 1859. In 1860 Peter McGill was 
elected President, and John Wilson Burt was appointed Secretary-Treasurer at 
a salary of $10 per year. He held this office for 35 years. His salary was 
increased to $15 in 1864. 


In 1862 the Society sponsored a ploughing match. In the year 1865 there was 
talk of having the Fair at a fixed place, and at a meeting in Bristol (Brisbane) in 
December of that year a resolution was passed, asking for tenders for permanent 
grounds. In January, 1866 the annual meeting was held in the new hotel hall in 
Erin village on the property now occupied by Carney’s garage. Tenders for 
permanent grounds were received from Erin, Hillsburgh, Bristol and Ospringe. 
Erin village was decided upon, providing they would give the Society a free lease 
of 4 actes of land for a period of 10 years, erect a board fence around the 
property, and build an Agricultural Hall. Since the village was not incorporated 
at this time, they could not acquire land. Hence a committee of five, later known 
as trustees, was appointed to purchase approximately 5 acres in the survey of 
park lot number 2, together with village lots number 12 and 13 (on which the 
Present Coliseum stands). The first portion of the Fair grounds was a narrow strip 
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about 14 or 15 rods wide, running behind lots 10-13 to the mill pond. The first 
portion of the Agricultural Hall was erected, and early in 1867 the committee 
requested and received a grant of $300 from Erin Township Council. They also 
received a grant of $350 from the County of Wellington, with the stipulation that 
they finish the building of an Agricultural Hall and Drill Shed. The building 
was completed in time to hold the Fair on the new site in October. This was 
the first time a gate keeper and constable were appointed, Because of a shortage 
of money to complete the payments on the building, Thomas Carberry, captain 
‘of No. 7 Company of the Militia, Erin, applied to the government for a grant 
and received $250.00, providing the Agricultural Hall and Drill Shed were 
deeded to the Militia, The Hall and the land on which it was situated were 
transferred, and a lease for 99 years was granted to Erin Township Council, who 
having no use for it, turned it over to Erin Agricultural Society at a cost of 
$1.00 per year. During the years that followed the Society added to the building 
‘and kept it in repair. By 1869 an addition made it approximately 110 feet Jong. 


In 1873 the Secretary's salary was increased to $25.00 and the gate receipts 
were $228.50. In 1878 the Society gave a grant to Hillsburgh Horse Show, which 
was held annually until the 1940's, This was also the first year that Erin Fair 
had a two-day show. In 1879 a purchase was made of more land, situated to the 
North-West of the original lands. The first Municipal Grant was $20.00 and was 
received in 1880. A brass band from Norval was in attendance this year and was 
paid the sum of $5.00. In 1884 an addition was built to the Agricultural Hall, 
bringing it to its present length. Entry sheets were sent out for the first time 
this year. In 1888 village lots 14, 15 and 16 were purchased for the sum of 
$250.00, lot 16 being sold Iater in the year for $150.00. A new office was built 
in front of this hall on this date, and the first Directors meeting was held there 
fon October 13th. This was also the year that Bagpipes were heard for the 
first time at Erin Fair. In 1890 it was decided to have the Secretary set up 
office in Ospringe, Ballinafad, Hillsburgh and Erin at stated hours to receive 
entries. Membership fee of $1.00 plus 4 free tickets was established in 1893. In 
1895 a representative (James Kirkwood) was sent to the Convention of Fairs and 
Exhibitions in the City Hall, Toronto. This was five years before the Ontario 
‘Association of Agricultural Societies was formed, Honorary Directors were 
appointed for the first time this year. 


In 1896 the admission fee was increased to 25c, the Secretary-Treasurer J. 
W. Burt resigned, and James Kirkwood was appointed to fill the position at a 
salary of $45.00 per year, being bonded at $1,000, A fee of Sc was charged the 
first evening of the Fair to view the hall exhibits. Prizes for oxen were discon- 
tinued. In 1898 the land which is now the larger part of the horse ring, stretching 
from the original lands south to Centre Street was purchased for $300.00. In 
1903 James Kirkwood resigned and Peter McGill was appointed Secretary- 
‘Treasurer. In 1907 Hillsburgh Horse Show was put under the auspices of the 
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Society, In 1910 judges were supplied by the Department of Agriculture. In 
1914 the Secretary, Peter McGill died, and A. C., Millan was appointed. He held 
the position for 19 years. 


In 1916 the Fair was held on Thanksgiving Day for the first time, and 
the Directors engaged their own judges instead of getting them from the 
Department of Agriculture. In 1919 livestock exhibits opened to the world, 
Hall exhibits remaining open to Erin Township only, In 1920 the Secretary's 


salary was raised to $100.00 per year. A race track was built around the outside 
of the grounds. Admission fee was raised to 3Sc. In 1922 the receipts were 
$3328.33, total expenses $2100.10, leaving a balance of $1217.97. During these 
and previous years Directors were chosen by wards, there being 5 different wards 
in the township. The Director’s wives were the only Lady Directors. In 1926 
part of the Ladies’ Work was opened to the province, It was in this year that 
Purebred Holsteins were introduced for the first time, and an entry fee of 10¢ 
was charged for late entries. In 1928 the local Women's Institutes were ap- 
proached to see if they would put on exhibits at the Fa 


About 1929 interest in the Fair was at a rather low ebb, and a special effort 
had to be put forth to create more interest and obtain donations to promote a 
larger exhibit. In 1931 an addition was made to the north side of the Hall by the 
local Hockey Club. Many changes were made in the Prize List, and a rule was 
made that an exhibitor could not take more than one prize in a section. Per- 
mission was granted to elect 6 more Directors, making a total of 18 as it is 
to-day. Boy's Potato Clubs were introduced in 1932, In 1933 secretary-treasurer 
A. C. McMillan resigned and W. F. McEnery was appointed. The first grant 
was received from Wellington County Council. In 1934 loud speaker system was 
set up in the horse ring, prize money was increased. and Grain and Foal Clubs 
were sponsored. In 1935 an addition of office and two rooms was built on the 
front of the Hall, and floodlights were installed in the horse ring. In 1939 pens 
for sheep and swine were built, and improvements were made in the cattle sing. 
Show cases were used for the first time in the Hall. In 1942 a Regional Shorthorn 
Show was introduced. This show had much to do with the expansion of the Fair. 
In 1944 another 4 acres of land were purchased on the north side of the grounds, 
School children’s work was added to the Prize List. In 1946 a barn to house 
cattle and poultry was built, and $100.00 stakes in heavy and light horses was 
started. A Regional Hereford Show was held for the first time. In 1947 the 
portion of the Exhibits Hall which had belonged to the Militia was purchased 
from War Assets. The Secretary-Treasurer, W. F. McEnery resigned and George 
C. Burt was appointed. In 1949 permission was granted for Erin Fair to be 
elevated to Class B category. In 1950 Mr. E. F. Muirhead donated funds for 
the purchase of more land, and a new bandstand was erected in honour of the 
Society's centennial year. A Championship Aberdeen-Angus Show was held, 
although not very successfully. 


In 1951 the office of Secretary-Manager was instituted, and Elmer McKinnon 
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was appointed, with Ronald A. Moodie being appointed as Treasurer, The 
Hillsburgh Horse Show was cancelled permanently. A Championship Hereford 
‘Show was held for the first time. In 1953 a fine new Exhibits Building was 
erected, with the old building being moved to the rear of the grounds to be 
used as a livestock barn, The dates of the Fair were extended to include a 
third day, with 2 days of showing. In 1957 a new Lodge Building and Dining 
Hall was erected on the grounds in conjunction with the Masonic Lodge. In 
1959 artificial ice equipment was installed with the co-operation of the local 
Lions’ Service Club, and in 1960 cement flooring in the exhibits area was 
installed, In 1963 fire destroyed the cattle and poultry barn, and in 1964 it was 
replaced by a pole barn, Cattle shelters were also erected to house 4-H Calf 
Clubs. 


Over a period of years, due to the kindness of Mr. E. F. Muirhead, more Jand 
was purchased until the Society now owns a block. Because of hard work and a 
fine community spirit, the Fair has expanded to proportions scarcely hoped for. 
It is felt that the staging of the breed shows helped greatly in the advancement 
of the Fair, Needless to say, it is an institution in which all the community 
takes great pride. Descendants of some of the pioneer families still exhibit, an 
example being the Griffin family who have shown at the Fair continuously 
since 1905. 
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COMMENT 


We have come a long way since 1819, The wilderness has disappeared, 
‘We held our first election around a pine stump. Gone are the days when we 
paid our taxes in shillings and pence. The twp. is covered with fine homes, 
farms, villages and hamlets. 1966 figures grant Erin Village a population of 
1206 and the twp. population of 3435. The old Guelph Road, with its mud 
in spring, dust in summer and deep snow in winter is gone, and in its place 
we have #24 Highway, one of the finest in Southern Ontario, 


Erin Fair has become the preview of Ontario's Royal Winter Fair. 
‘We have several farm organizations. The C.P.R. still serves the area although 
small express is delivered by company trucks. The telephone system has 
changed to a dial system. Hydro power is taken for granted, Horses and oxen 
are no Ionger beasts of burden or utility but are kept to be admired and 
their performances enjoyed. Boats with gas motors, car and trucks using 
gasoline or disel fuel and airplanes, priviate one and two seater craft up to 
jets carrying more than 100 persons are our common mode of travel. Fresh 
fruits and vegetables from foreign and tropical climates are available year 
round in the supermarkets. Canned and frozen fruits and vegetables are easily 
obtained, frozen baked or ready to bake items, cake and cookie mixes, 
powdered milk are popular. 


What might the future bring? Will it be atomic energy and synthetic food 
and gyroplanes? 
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